






NOTE

Symbols of United Nations documents are composed
of capital letters combined with figures. Mention of such
a symbol indicates a reference to a United Nations
document.

General disclaimer

(a) The designations used in this publication have
been provided by the competent authorities. Those
designations and the presentation of material in this
publication do not imply the expression of any opinion
whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United
Nations concerning the legal status of any country, ter­
ritory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the
delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

(b) Where the designation "country or area" appears
in the headings of tables, it covers countries, territories,
cities or areas.

NOTE

Les cotes des documents de I'Organisation des Nations
Unies se composent de lettres majuscules et de chiffres.
La simple mention d'une cote dans un texte signifie qu'il
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Deni de responsabilite
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These rates, unless otherwise noted, have been calcu­
lated by the Statistical Office of the United Nations.

Rates presented in this table have not been limited to
those countries or areas having a minimum number of
deaths in a given year. However, rates based on 30 or
fewer deaths shown in this table are identified by the
symbol "0".

Every effort was made to achieve strict correspon­
dence between the numerator of the rate (deaths) and the
denominator (population), and notes are used to describe
instances where correspondence could not be obtained.

Estimated rates obtained from sample survey results
are the number of deaths estimated to have occurred dur­
ing the reference period (usually 12 months preceding the
date of the survey) per 1 000 persons estimated to have
been resident when the survey took place.

Also included in the table are estimated rates for
1970-1975 prepared by the Population Division of the
United Nations. To distinguish them from civil registra­
tion data, estimated rates are identified and their nature
explained in foot-notes. Corresponding registered data,
when available, are given at the end of the table.

Reliability of data: The code, based on the assessment
of each country or area, which indicates the quality of
civil-registration data, is presented in the first column of
the table in the form C, U and ....

C indicates that the data are virtually complete, that is,
representing at least 90 per cent coverage while U indi­
cates that the data are unreliable, that is, representing
less than 90 per cent coverage. The classification ...
indicates that no information was available regarding
quality.

The basis of this quality specification is described in
greater detail in Section 4.2 of the Technical Notes deal­
ing with the evaluation of Vital Statistics data in general.

It should be noted that the quality code is not applica­
ble to estimated numbers and rates, so that, when these
are combined in the series with data from civil registers,
the code shown applies only to the latter. Where a series
consists only of estimated rates, the code column will
show two dots (..).

Limitations: Statistics on deaths are subject to the same
qualifications which have been set forth for Vital Statis­
tics in general and death statistics in particular as discus­
sed in Section 4. of the Technical Notes.

The limitations imposed by the quality code, and the
classification of data as reliable or unreliable, are particu­
larly pertinent. Although the factor is of greatest impor­
tance in connexion with live births, attention is directed
to the variation among countries or areas in the basis of
tabulation, i.e., by date of occurrence or date of registra­
tion. A foot-note identifies countries or areas which tabu­
late according to the registration date.

The possibility of error being introduced by exclusion
of deaths of infants who died before registration of birth
should not be overlooked.

In addition to the above, death statistics by urban/rural
residence are subject to all the limitations imposed by the
lack of international comparability among the national

concepts of urbanity and rurality as described in the text
for table 6 in this issue. Perhaps most important is the
difficulty of achieving strict comparability between the
numerator and the denominator of the rates. It may not
be evident, for example, that the definitions of "urban"
and' 'rural" used in connexion with death statistics in the
numerator are different from those used in the population
statistics which form the denominator. Such an inconsis­
tency would tend to invalidate the rates. Unfortunately it
is not possible to document the agreement presumed
between these concepts. Computed rates are affected
also by the quality and limitations of the population esti­
mates used in their computation.

On the other hand, estimated rates based on the results
of sample surveys are subject to considerable error as a
result of omissions in reporting deaths or as a result of
erroneous reporting of those which occurred outside the
period of reference. However, rates estimated from sam­
ple surveys do have an outstanding advantage and that is
the availability of a "built-in" and strictly corresponding
population base.

Despite their limitations, deaths and crude death rates
provide a measure of loss of population and hence, in
combination with crude birth rates, some estimate of
population growth rates. They can also give a general
idea of trend over time within one area and information
which allows the rough classification of countries or
areas according to levels of mortality. It must be em­
phasized, however, that they take no cognizance of dif­
ferences in the age-sex composition of populations.

Coverage: Deaths and crude death rates are shown for
198 countries or areas.

Data are presented by urban/rural residence for 42
countries or areas.

Data for ethnic or geographic segments of the popula­
tion are included in the absence of national figures. These
data are not presented as representative of national-level
statistics but as an index of the availability of statistics.

Earlier data: Deaths and crude death rates have been
shown in previous issues of the Demographic Yearbook.
For information on specific years covered, readers
should consult the Index.

Table 13

Table 13 presents deaths by age, sex and urban/rural
residence for the latest available year.

Description of variables:

Age is defined as age at last birthday or completed
years. .

The age classification begins with "Under 1 year" and
"1-4 years", continues with 5-year age groups to 80-84,
and ends with "85 and over" and "Unknown".

Urban is assumed to have been defined to accord with
the national definitions of urban used in the censuses of
population. These national definitions are set forth at the
end of table 6.

Reliability of data: Data from civil registers which are
incomplete or of unknown reliability are set in italics rath­
er than in roman type. The basis of this quality specifica-
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tion is described in Section 4.2 of the Technical Notes
dealing with the evaluation of Vital Statistics data in gen­
eral. For more detailed information on the completeness
of death registration, see table 12 and accompanying text
of the Technical Notes.

Limitations: Deaths by age, sex and urban/rural resi­
dence are subject to the same qualifications as have been
set forth in connexion with table 12 and those for Vital
Statistics in general and death statistics in particular as
discussed in Section 4. of the introduction to the Techni­
cal Notes.

The exclusion of deaths of infants who died before
their births were registered, and were thereby counted
only as late foetal deaths or as "infants presented without
life", may contribute to the lack of comparability among
total deaths and deaths under one year. When this regis­
tration factor is known to exist, the qualification is set
forth in a foot-note to the table.

Because the data in this table are classified according
to age, they are subject to the inaccuracies of age report­
ing described in connexion with population. The factors
influencing inaccurate reporting may be somewhat dis­
similar in vital statistics (because of the differences in the
method of taking a census and registering a death) but, in
general, the same errors can be observed. As in census
tabulation, the absence of frequencies in the unknown
age group does not necessarily indicate complete age re­
porting; it may also be an indication that the unknowns
have been eliminated either by imputing an age before
tabulation or by proportionate distribution after tabula-

, tion.

Variation in the method of reckoning age at the time of
death introduces limitations on comparability. Although
it is to some degree a limiting factor throughout the age
span, it is an especially important consideration with re­
spect to deaths under one year (infant deaths); for a com­
plete discussion of the method of reckoning infant age at
death, see the text of table 10.

Differences in methods of calculating or reporting age
at death persist throughout the age span, with some coun­
tries or areas following the recommended procedure of
expressing age in completed years of age, that is, in cal­
culating age by subtracting day, month and year of birth
from day, month and year of death, while others use only
the year of birth and year of death. This has the effect of
overstating each age group at the expense of the one
immediately preceding it but, except for the first and last
groups, the effect is probably cancelled out.

In addition to the above, death statistics by urban/rural
residence are also subject to all the limitations imposed
by the lack of international comparability among national
concepts of urbanity and rurality as described in the text
for table 6 in this issue.

Coverage: Deaths by age and sex are shown for 155
countries or areas.

Data are presented by urban/rural residence for 40
countries or areas.

Data for ethnic of geographic segments of the popula­
tion are included in the absence of national figures. These
data are not presented as representative of national-level
statistics but as an index of the availability of statistics.

Earlier data: Deaths by age and sex have been shown in
previous issues of the Demographic Yearbook. For in­
formation on specific years covered, readers should con­
sult the Index.

Table 14

Table 14 presents death rates specific for age, sex and
urban/rural residence for the latest available year.

Description of variables:

Age is defined as age at last birthday or completed
years.

The age classification begins with" Under I year" and
"1-4 years", continues with 5-year age groups to 80-84,
and ends with "85 and over".

Deviations from these categories are shown in the table
by consolidation bars.

Urban in this table is assumed to have been defined to
accord with the national definitions of "urban" used in
the censuses of population. These national definitions are
set forth at the end of table 6. Definitions which differ
from those are given in foot-notes.

Rate computation: Death rates by age, sex and
urban/rural residence are the number of deaths that oc­
curred within a given age-sex-urban/rural group during
the course of a year, per I 000 persons falling within that
same group at the middle of the year or at some other
date within the year.

The populations used as a base for the computation by
the Statistical Office ofthe United Nations are the results
of an enumeration or survey, or a mid-year estimate
based on an enumeration adjusted in time by the use of
vital and migration statistics. Distributions estimated by
the pro-rating method of applying to the total the percen­
tages of population in each age group at the time of the
census were not used for computation of rates.

Deaths at unknown age and the population of unknown
age were disregarded except as they formed part of the
death rate for all ages combined.

It should be noted that the rates for infants under I
year of age in this table differ from the infant mortality
rates shown elsewhere, because the latter are computed
in relation to live births rather than per I 000 population.

Also, in a number of cases the rates shown here for all
ages combined differ from those shown elsewhere, be­
cause in this table they are computed on the population
for which an appropriate age-sex distribution was avail- t./

able, while the total rates shown elsewhere may utilize a
different total population. The population by age and sex
might refer to a census date within the year rather than to
the mid-point, or it might be more or less inclusive as
regards ethnic groups, armed forces and so forth. In a
few instances, the difference is attributable to the fact
that the rates in this table were computed on the mean
population (obtained by averaging age data for two suc­
cessive Decembers) whereas the corresponding rates in
table 12 were computed on an estimate for I July. Differ­
ences of these types are insignificant but, for convenience,
they are noted in the table.
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