








NOTE

Symbols of United Nations documents are composed
of capital letters combined with figures. Mention of such
a symbol indicates a reference to a United Nations
document.

General disclaimer

(a) The designations used in this publication have
been provided by the competent authorities. Those
designations and the presentation of material in this
publication do not imply the expression of any opinion
whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United
Nations concerning the legal status of any country, ter­
ritory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the
delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

(b) Where the designation "country or area" appears
in the headings of tables, it covers countries, territories,
cities or areas.

NOTE

Les cotes des documents de l'Organisation des Nations
Unies se composent de lcttres majuscules et de chiffres.
La simple mention d'une cotc dans un texte signifie qu'il
s'agit d'un document de l'Organisation.

Deni de responsabilite

a) Les appellations utilisees dans cette publication
ont ete fournies par les autorites competentes. Ces appel­
lations et la presentation des donnees qui figurent dans
cctte publication n'impliquent de la part du Secretariat
de l'Organisation des Nations Unies aucune prise de
position quant au statut juridique des pays, territoires,
villes ou zones, ou de leurs autorites, ni quant au trace
de leurs frontieres ou limites.

b) L'appellation "pays ou zone" figurant dans les
titrcs des rubriques des tableaux designe des pays, des
territoires, des villes ou des zones.
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and only indirectly to rates which are computed by relat­
ing these frequencies to a population base. However,
since the two components of the rate-the numerator and
the denominator-are not unrelated, particularly where
vital statistics have been utilized in the construction of the
population estimates, rates based on unreliable vital sta­
tistics are coded "U" even though their magnitude may
appear credible. A fuller evaluation of current rates may
be made by considering also the evaluation of the quality
of the population estimates.

Italic type: Data coded U and those for which reliabil­
ity is unknown ~...) are typeset in italics to distinguish
them quickly from more reliable figures. However, in
special topic tables 15 through 35, two asterisks (* *) are
used after the name of the country or area or the year to
indicate data that are incomplete or of unknown reliabili­
ty.

Estimated rates are set in roman type. These rates are
usually ad hoc estimates which have been derived either
from the results of a sample surveyor by demographic
analysis. They have been included in the tables because
they are assumed to represent a better estimate of the
true level of the rate in question than can be provided by
the existent civil registration system. By implication,
therefore, they are also assumed to be "reliable" by
comparison with patently unreliable registered rates.

Evaluation of vital-statistics time series

Evaluation of the quality of a time series of vital statis­
tics is more difficult than evaluation of data for a single
year. Since a time series of vital statistics is usually gener­
ated only by a system of continuous civil registration, it
was decided to assume that the quality of the entire series
was that implied by the code for the latest-year's data ob­
tained from civil registers. Hence, if the code for the lat­
est registered data was unreliable (U) or unknown (.••)
the frequencies and rates for the whole registered time se­
ries were set in italics. Conversely, ifthe latest registered
data were alleged to be complete (C) the series of regis­
tered data was set in roman type. It may be noted that in
special topic tables 15 through 35, two asterisks (**) are
used after the name of the country or area or after the year
to indicate data that are incomplete or of unknown reliabi­
lity.

Estimated rates which may be interspersed in the series
continue to be set in roman type.

It is recognized that this method is not entirely valid,
because it is known that, in earlier years, many of the se­
ries were considerably less reliable than the current code
implies. But, since it was felt that an obvious means was
desirable for identifying data whose reliability was ques­
tionable and, since the effect is to overstate rather than
understate reliability, the current code-despite its defi­
ciencies-has been used as a basis of classification and
identification.

Tabulation procedures
Place-ot-occurrence statistics

The recommendations for a vital statistics system20

state that tabulation of data for a national territory should
relate in general only to data on events occurring within

20 Principles and Recommendations for a Vital Statistics System,
para. 249.

the national boundaries. Accordingly the vital statistics
shown in this Yearbook relate to the de facto or present­
in-area population. Thus, unless otherwise noted, vital
statistics cover all events which occurred within the pres­
ent boundaries of the geographic areas shown and among
all segments of population therein. Foot-notes are used to
show deviations from this present-in-area concept.

The need for distinguishing between statistics for areas
or populations where registration is moderately complete
and those in which it is incomplete, has been recognized
in the Recommendations. 21 In line with these principles,
statistics for some countries or areas regularly exclude
data for a segment of the population in which registration,
though compulsory, is not even moderately complete, and
for which, therefore, vital statistics are very unreliable.
Countries or areas which follow this procedure include
Surinam where date for the tribal population are excluded
and Peru and Venezuela whose Indianjungle population is
excluded. Australia, which used to exclude data for abori­
gines, includes them beginning 1967. These cases, as well
as others where the geographic area or population covered
by the statistics is less than the entire country or area, are
noted in the tables.

By date of occurrence versus date of registration

In so far as possible, the vital statistics presented in the
Demographic Yearbook refer to events which occurred
during the specified year, rather than to those which were
registered during that period. This is in accord with the
United Nations Recommendations 22 •

Symbol: Reference to the tables will reveal, however,
that despite this international principle, a considerable
number of countries or areas tabulate their vital statistics
not by date of occurrence but by date of registration;
moreover, very few of these analysed the results with a
view to proving their adequacy as measures of natality or
mortality. Because such statistics can be very mislead­
ing, the countries or areas known to tabulate vital statis­
tics by date of registration are identified in the tables by a
dagger symbol (t) or in the case of the special topic tables
by foot-notes. The absence of the dagger or foot-note,
therefore, implies date-of-occurrence tabulation, but,
since complete information is not available, this assump­
tion may overstate the "occurrence group" to some
extent.

Because this factor is so inextricably related to delay in
registration, it must always be considered in conjunction
with the quality code with which it appears on the trend
tables. Obviously if registration of births is complete and
timely (code C) the ill effects of tabulating by date of
registration are, for all practical purposes, nullified. Simi­
larly, the qualification is less significant in connexion with
death statistics because, in most countries or areas, the
sanitary code requires that a death must be registered
before a burial permit can by issued and this regulation
tends to make registration prompt. The symbol is even
less meaningful in relation to marriage and divorce statis­
tics because, in most countries or areas, these events are
registered immediately or within a reasonably short period
after their occurrence in order to ensure their legality. It is
least meaningful for foetal-death statistics because of the

21 Ibid., para 233.
22 Ibid., paras. 238, 239 and 254.
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