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population appear in Table 1 in millions, figures in thou­
sands were used for the computation, and rates were
computed to two decimals and rounded to one for pub.
lication.

Birth and death rates: Rates for Northern America,
Europe, Australia and New Zealand and the USSR are
weighted averages of recorded rates.

Estimates of the order of magnitude of regional average
annual crude birth and death rates have been derived
from a study of the range of national rates in each region,
utilizing for this purpose recorded rates and such esti·
mates of natality and mortality as may have been obtained
from current or lifetime fertility reported at the time of
sample surveys or censuses, or those derived by the
"reverse-survival" of surveyor census results, by analysis of
consecutive census results or by other analytical means.

The technique involves rank-ordering the recorded and
estimated national birth rates and death rates observed in
each region; subtracting the regional rate of population
growth from the lowest and the highest birth rate in the
range and adding it to the lowest and highest death rate
in the range, to produce two other sets of birth and death
rates consistent with the components; arranging the four
potential birth and death rates in rank order, and by a
process of averaging, arriving at one crude birth rate and
one crude death rate which together most nearly and rea·
sonably produce the observed regional population growth
rate.

"Major Area" rates are weighted averages of Regional
rates and those for the World are, in turn, weighted aver·
ages of Major Area rates.

Wide discrepancies between the natural increase rate
obtained as described above and the rate of increase of
population, calculated as described on p. 21 were assumed
to be due to migratory movements; these cases are noted
in the tables. One- or two-digit discrepancies are assumed
to result from rounding.

Area: The regional and world geographic area totals
were obtained by summing the figures for individual coun­
tries shown in Table 2.

Density: Density is the number of persons in the 1966
total population, per square kilometre of total area.

Limitations: Being derived essentially from data in Table 2,
the estimated orders of magnitude of population and area
are subject to all the basic limitations set forth in con­
nexion with that table. Likewise, the population.increase
rates and density indices are affected by the limitations of
the original figures. However, it may be noted that in
aggregating data for Regional and Major Area totals,
errors in the components may tend to compensate each
other and the resulting aggregates may be somewhat
more reliable than the quality of the individual compo­
nents would imply.

Because of their estimated character, most of the birth
and death rates shown should also be considered only as
orders of magnitude, and not as measures of the true level
of natality or mortality. Moreover, despite the fact that
the method of estimation is the same as that used in pre­
vious issues of the Demographic Yearbook, rates for 1960·
66 cannot be considered comparable with those derived
for earlier periods, nor should the set be considered a time
series. Each group of rates is based on the data available

at the time of estimation, and much new information has.
been taken into account in constructing the estimates for
1960·66.

In interpreting the population densities, note should be
taken of the fact that most of the regions include large
segments of land that are uninhabitable or barely hab·
itable, but density values calculated as described make no
allowance for this, nor for differences in patterns of land
settlement.

Table 2

Table 2 presents for each country of the world, the
total, male and female population according to the latest
census of population; the 1958 and 1966 estimates of total
population; a code representing the method of construct·
ing the 1966 estimate; the average annual per cent rate
of population growth (or decrease) between 1958 and 196&
and the geographic area and population density as of 1966.

It will be noted that, with this issue, data for the latest
possible full year (1966) are introduced for the first time
in this table. In previous issues, world population cover·
age has been shown with a lag of one year, that is, the
latest data in Table 2 in the 1965 Demographic Yearbook
referred to 1964. A change in policy whereby United
Nations estimates of population are used for all countries.
where acceptable official estimates are lacking has made
it possible to update Tables 1 and 2 to show 1966 popu­
lation figures throughout.

In accordance with the policy for Yearbooks, countries.
are grouped by continents, with Africa appearing first,
followed by America, North; America, South; Asia;
Europe; and Oceania; the USSR is listed last, since it is.
partly in Europe and partly in Asia. However, in this
table alone, countries are further classified as sovereign
and non-sovereign and they are listed in English alpha.
betical order within these two major categories. The ad­
ministering authority of non-sovereign countries is indi­
cated in brackets following the country name.

Census Data: In so far as possible the figures pre­
sented in the census columns of Table 2 are the results of
the latest nation-wide census3S or, if a census has never
been taken, they are an estimate of the population based
on the results of a recent national sample survey. Censuses.
must be geographically national in scope to be included,
but they may cover only one ethnic segment of the popu­
lation. Sample survey results, on the other hand, must
provide a recent estimate of population which is substan­
tially national in character. Thus, results of surveys.
covering less than 50 per cent of the total territory or
population are not included, nor are results of routine
intercensal surveys which serve to up-date a census rather
than substitute for it.

The inclusion of all nation-wide censuses, irrespective
of ethnic coverage, provides an inventory of recent popu­
lation census-taking activities throughout the world to the
extent that the results are available. It makes possible the
identification of countries which have never carried out
any type of population census, those which have taken a
census of limited ethnic scope and those which have taken
a true national census. The practice of including the

aT Note suppressed.
II For a definition of a census and methods of enumerating, see

Handbook of Population Census Methods: Vol. I, op. cit., pp. 4, 89,
98.
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