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from various points of view. Since total figures for special
classes would not in general be meaningful, they have not
been shown in the table, and the "not applicable" symbol
(.) has been entered in their place.

Limitations of the data
Since Table 39 constitutes the most extensive tabulation

of statistics on international population movements given
in the Demographic Yearbook, little can be added to the
observations presented above on the limitations of these
statistics in general. The table itself shows the existing de­
ficiencies with respect to geographic and time coverage and
scope of the data. It is seen that the geographic coverage
varies greatly according to the major category considered.
For example, only 6 countries present data on frontier
traffic, but 26 have data on permanent emigrants or immi­
grants. The footnotes present many examples of deviations
from standard definitions, such as exclusion of nationals or
aliens, persons of certain races, air travellers, continental
or intercontinental migrants. The value of the data for
interpreting the statistics of a particular country and for
making international comparisons is restricted by such
limitations. It is however necessary to evaluate in each
case the numerical importance of these restrictions in
order to gauge the weight that must be given to them.

For the category of visitors for holiday, corresponding
to tourist traffic, more detailed data are given in Table 141
of the United Nations Statistical Yearbook 1954. These
data and those in Table 39 are not derived from the same
sources, and differences, sometimes large, exist between
them.

Table 40

This table presents for the years 1950-1953 emigration
statistics of 28 countries or territoires, classified by country
or territory of intended permanent residence. To save
space, incomplete data for 3 additional areas are given in
footnotes. Figures for the years 1947-1949, not hitherto
available for publication in the Demographic Yearbook,
are included so as to continue the series presented in
previous issues.

Definition and source of data
The grand total of emigrants or departing travellers

for any country of emigration shown in Table 40 may, in
general, be readily identified in Table 39, and thus related
to a major category of departures. As the definitions and
other particulars of the major categories are available in
Table 39, they are not repeated in Table 40. The differ­
ences that exist in a few cases between corresponding
figures in the two tables have been noted in Table 40 and
explained in almost every instance.

In the absence of statistics for permanent emigrants,
data relating to total departures classified by country of
destination are shown in Table 40 for certain countries.
Except as otherwise indicated in Table 40, the data may
be assumed to be classified by country of intended penna­
nent residence. The various definitions of "permanent"
follow from those given in Table 39 for permanent emi­
grants and immigrants.

The Roman numerals following the name of each coun­
try of emigration indicate the source of method of collec­
tion of the data, as is further explained on page 41.

Continental and intercontinental migration
Countries or territories of intended permanent resi-

dellCe continue to be grouped by continent in the stub of
Table 40, and countries or territories of emigration have
now been arranged in the same manner. As a result of
this presentation, data pertaining to migration taking
place within one continent or between any two given con­
tinents form easily identifiable blocks of figures. A table
on continental and intercontinental migration is also in­
cluded in the International Labour Office Year Book of
Labour Statistics. It distinguishes between national and
alien emigrants, but does not show countries or continents
of intended residence. Corresponding totals in Table 40
and in the Year Book 01 Labour Statistics generally agree;
differences can be explained by comparing definitions
made available with each of the two tables.

When continental migration is excluded, as may be seen
by a reference to Table 39 as explained above, the "not
applicable" symbol (.) has been entered in Table 40 for
all the countries of intended permanent residence situated
in the same continent as the country of emigration con­
cerned. A similar rule is followed in cases where inter­
coniinental migration is excluded.

Residual groups
In accordance with paragraph 28 of the Recommenda­

tions,36 a separate residual group designated as "unspeci­
fied" is now shown for each continent, in addition to the
"continent unknown" group which includes emigrants
for whom no intended residence is reported. This arrange­
ment facilitates the interpretation of continental sub­
totals in Table 40, and makes the blocks of figures relating
to each continent as self-contained as available informa­
tion allows. The "unspecified" group of a particular con­
tinent includes emigrants for whom only the continent of
intended residence is reported as well as emigrants intend­
ing to reside in countries that are not listed in the stub of
Table 40 because of lack of space. If the number of emi­
grants involved in the last mentioned case is significant,
it is given in a footnote.

Aggregate figures
Separate figures are sometimes not available for two or

more neighboring or related countries of intended resi­
dence. In such cases, the aggregate for the countries con­
cerned is given for one of them and the "not available"
symbol( ... ) is entered for the others, with explanatory
footnotes. This convention is extended to cases where fig­
ures are not separately available for the groups "unspeci­
fied" relating to two continents.

Limitations of the data
The data presented in Table 40 are subject to the limi­

tations of migration statistics in general that were de­
scribed above. Their international comparability is
further restricted by deviations from the recommended
standard with respect to intended permanent residence.
Some countries do not classify emigrants according to the
country in which they intend to settle; they merely record
the country of destination in the voyage, which may be a

36 "The classification ... should be according to current national
boundaries, Cf. 'Recommendations for Censuses of Population to be
taken in or around 1950' in Report of the Populatioll Commissioll,
Third Sessioll (E(805, annex A. part II. paragraph 5). Total figures
relating to countries ... not shown separately should be given by
continents. The number of persons for whom no information is re­
ported should be given in a distinct group. The classificatiou by con­
tinents and countries should be based on the Nornenclautre of Geo­
graphic Areas for Statistical Purposes (United Nations, Statistical
Papers. Series M. No.1, 1949)."

44



country of transit. A small number of countries give figures
for emigrants classified by country of citizenship or by
ethnic group. There are correlations between these classi­
fications and the classification by country of intended per­
manent residence. The degree of correlation depends on
the circumstances of place and time; it cannot be deter­
mined except in the very rare cases where two or more
types of classification are given together.

Table 41
This table presents for the years 1950-1953 immigration

statistics of 27 countries or territories, classified by country
or territory of last permanent residence. To save space,
incomplete data for 3 additional areas are given in foot­
notes. Figures for the years 1947-1949, not hitherto avail­
able, are included as in Table 40 and for the same reason.

Observations relating to the presentation of Table 40
and to the limitations to which its content is subject are
applicable to Table 41 if references to departures, emi­
grants, country of intended permanent residence, and
country of destination are altered so as to relate respec­
tively to arrivals, immigrants, country of last permanent
residence, country of departure.

One country presents a classification of immigrants by
country of birth instead of country of last permanent resi­
dence. How close the correlation between the two classi­
fications may be is not known in this instance any more
than in the case of the classification by country of citizen­
ship or by ethnic group considered above in connection
with Table 40.

Table 42
Statistics of emigrants for the years 1950-1953, classified

by sex and age, are presented in Table 42 for 24 countries
or territories. Data by sex or age only are shown when the
cross-classification was not available. Figures for the years
1947-1949, not hitherto available for publication in the
Demographic Yearbook, are given in footnotes so as to
continue as many as possible of the series presented in
previous issues of the Yearbook and in the comprehensive
volume recently published by the United Nations under
the title Sex and Age of International Migrants: Statistics
for 1918-1947.37

Definition and source of data

The totals for both sexes for any country of emigration
shown in Table 42 may, in general, be readily identified
in Table 39, and thus related to a major category of de­
partures. As the definitions and other particulars of the
major categories are available in Table 39, they are not
repeated in Table 42. The differences that exist in a few
cases between corresponding figures in the two tables have
been noted in Table 42 and explained in almost every
instance.

In the absence of statistics for permanent emigrants,
data relating to total departures are shown in Table 42 for
certain countries.

The Roman numeral following the name of each coun·
try indicates the source or method of collection of the data,
as is further explained on page 41.

Age groups

In paragraph 28 (i) of the Recommendations, preference
is given to a classification by quinquennial age groups. In

87 United Nations. Department of Social Affairs. Population Studies,
No. 11, New York, 1953. Sales Number 1953.IV.15.
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general, five-year age groups are shown in Table 42 up to
age 29, five- or ten-year groups between ages 30 and 69,
with a residual group for 70 and over. However, practices
vary somewhat among countries, and different age group­
ings are given when they were the only ones for which
data were available, so as not to limit unduly the geo­
graphic coverage of the table. The number of emigrants
whose ages were not reported is given under age
"unknown". In a few cases, the total shown for both sexes
includes emigrants of unreported sex. Their number is
shown in a note.

Limitations of the data

The data presented in Table 42 are subject to the limi­
tations of migration statistics in general that were de­
scribed above. Their international comparability is fur­
ther restricted by some deviations from standard age
groupings, and, in one case, by the fact that age at birth­
day following departure is reported instead of age at pre­
ceding birthday, which may be assumed to be shown for
all other countries. The latter and more common practice
is the one preferred in paragraph 28 (i) of the Recommen­
dations.

Few difficulties arise in making a classification by sex.
In effect, very few instances occur in Table 42 where fig­
ures relating to "sex unknown" are given, and then these
figures are small. This would justify the conclusion that
the distribution of migrants by sex is reliably described in
the table. However, until recently children were not ac­
counted for by sex in the migration records of some coun­
tries, and the sex classification may sometimes be less ac­
curate for the lower ages than for the adult ages.

It is likely that misstatements of the ages of emigrants
occur. Chances of inaccuracies are small when statistics
are collected at the occasion of frontier control, as identity
documents then have to be produced. Since data are pre­
sented in the table for rather broad age groups, the con­
sequences of some of the inaccuracies in age reporting are
eliminated. The numbers reported under age "unknown"
are in general of moderate size in percentage of the total
number of emigrants concerned. However, their magni­
tude is often considerable in relation to the number of
emigrants in a given age group, and the possibility that
omissions in age reporting may materially affect the ac­
curacy of figures given for certain age groups cannot be
overlooked. When no age "unknown" group is shown, it
should not be concluded that perfect age reporting has
been achieved; the number of persons of unknown age
may have been distributed among the various age groups
in proportion to their magnitude or according to some
other rule. Definite information on this point is lacking.

Table 43

Statistics of immigrants for the years 1950-1953, classi­
fied by sex and age, are presented in Table 43 for 21 coun­
tries or territories. Data by sex or age only are shown when
the cross-classification was not available. Figures for the
years 1947-1949 not hitherto available, are given in foot­
notes as in Table 42 and for the same reason.

Observations relating to the presentation of Table 42
and to the limitations to which its content is subject are
applicable to Table 43 if references to departures and emi­
grants are altered so as to relate respectively to arrivals and
immigrants.


