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Census Background

The first population census was taken in 1972 for Lower Myanmar, which was under the British administration, followed by another one in 1881. In 1886 the  rest of the  country was  annexed  by  the  British and a census was taken  for  the  first  time for  the  whole  country  in 1891. Since then the census was taken every 10 years regularly up to 1941.


After independence in 1948, the first nation wide census was taken in 1973 and after 10 years, followed by the second nation wide census in 1983. Though the preparation were made for the 3rd round census in 1993, it was unsuccessful due to some circumstances.1983 census was the Last census conducted in Myanmar. It  used  two  different  questionnaires ; a short form consisting of 7 social  questions  to be  asked to  80 %  of the population and  a  long   form  consisting  of   18   social  economic and demographic questions  for the remaining 20 percent on sample basis.

The Post Enumeration Check (PEC or PES) 


 The Post  Enumeration Check  (PEC) (or)  the  Post   Enumeration Survey  (PES) which is  the  first  to be carried out was conducted on a sample  basis  exactly  one year after  the  1983  census. The PEC was conducted to evaluate the completeness of the census coverage and the accuracy of its results. The PEC shows that the coverage of household and   persons   is the census were   99.6   percent   and    99.1   percent respectively. 

In executing a large scales data collection operation like a census       there will be errors of coverage. Some of these errors will be positive and tend to overcount the population. Others will be negative in nature and tend to undercount the population.  It is usual to follow up a census with post enumeration checks to evaluate the completeness of the census coverage and the accuracy of its results.


For the 1983 census, the PEC was planned and carried out as an integral part of to exercises. 

Objective of the PEC (PES)


The specific objectives of the PEC are as follows:

(a) to estimates the completeness and accuracy of the 1983 census, that is, to estimate the non- sampling errors which occur at the time of census enumeration:

(b)  to gain experience in conducting a sample survey:

(c)  The specify problem areas in conducting the PEC and to indicate improved procedures for future data collection activities.

     PEC  re-enumeration took  place  exactly 1 year  after  the  1983 Census  on  a  dejure  basis. Its reference data was 31 March 1984. Census on adefers basic. Its reference data was 31 March 1984. 

Taking advantage of this second round of independent enumeration, some questions relating to housing, fertility and mortality were added to the PEC questionnaire. The questionnaire  consisted of 5  basic  questions, which are name relationship to head  of  household , sex, age  and  marital status; an advantage  was taken to  incorporate  some  additional   topics  of interest  in  the  questionnaire.  The topics chosen were   place   of birth and place of residence.  Information on births and deaths, in- movers and out- movers were also collected in order to facilitate the PEC study.


 The 1984 PEC  did  not cover  the  full  Census  population, as the  PEC   sampling   from   excluded    institutional    and    moving population as well as the population  form the remote  and  difficult to  access  areas.  Exclusions   were made   because the cost   of conducting    the    PEC     in   those    areas   would    have    been disproportionate to the population residing there. Areas covered in the PEC are as follows: 

Area                            1983 census                   1984 PEC


Union                               100                                87.7%

          Urban                                100                                93.1%

           Rural                                100                                85.6%

Sample design

The sample for the PEC consisted of 450 census blocks. These were selected in two phases. In the first phase, 412 census blocks were selected. The selection procedure involved classifying the census blocks of the PEC sampling frame    into   urban and rural strata.   Replicated   systematic sampling method was then used to select  256  rural blocks ( in  8 samples replicates ) and 156  urban blocks  ( in 6 sample replicate)  Among urban blocks 38 were from Yangon city and 118 from other urban areas.


In the second phase, 39 additional blocks were   selected from the Yangon   City   in   order to estimate   the   completeness   of   that    area separately.  These   blocks   were   randomly   assigned to the   6   Urban replicates.  As a result, The PEC sample was distributed access   three strata as follows:

    Strata                   No. of Sample replicates              Census blocks
Yangon City                           6                                             77                                         

Other Urban                           6                                           117

 Rural areas                            8                                           256

 Total                                                                                   450    

Supervisors and Enumerators


Enumerators were largely drawn from the youth members like a scout, high school and university students; school teachers, some university students and other government employees were recruited as supervisors. For Post Enumeration Survey, were selected same enumerators and supervisors from the census who have more skillful but we sent different teams from different area. The training period was enumerators for 5 days and supervisors for 7 days. 
Matching System

   

The   matching   operation was accomplished   manually in two phase: household matching and person matching. Within each of the 450 sample blocks, household matching was accomplished by comparing the 1983 census and the PEC questionnaires.

For a matched household, the   information obtained from the PEC was subsequently matched with the information obtained from the census on a person to person basis to measure the extent of discrepancies between the two sets of results. The  number  of  unmatched  households and persons , that is, those who were  enumerated in  the  PEC  but  not in the census, gave an  indication of the  under  coverage at  household and person respectively. The matchings were done at the Immigration and Manpower Department headquarters.

Finding from PEC


The result of the PEC showed that the coverage was 99.1 percent and those for the Union urban and the Union rural were 98.7 percent and 99.2   percent   respectively.  These   results   show   that   there   were   no significant differences between the data from the census and the PEC. 

Therefore, no adjustment of the census data was made on the basis of the finding of the PEC. 


For assessing reliability of the data collected in respect of the age items, the completed pairs of census and PEC questionnaires of the 97569 matched persons were compared. It  shows that  95.6  percent  have the same age ( taking  the  different  reporting  periods  into  consideration) . For urban areas, out of 26894 matched persons, 94.8 percent also have the same age (Taking the different reporting periods into consideration).


For urban areas, out of 26894 matched persons 94.8 percent also have the same age. For the rural areas, 96.0 percent of 48378 matched persons have the same age.

Other Population Surveys


The first demographic survey was Population Changes and Fertility Survey (PCFS) conducted in 1991 and the second and Third surveys were Fertility and Reproduced Health Surveys (FRHS) 1997. 2001 and 2007respectively. All these survey were conducted by the Department of Population with financial and technical assistance from UNFPA.


The nationally represented 2007 FRHS designed to collect information of ever married women aged 15-49 on levels and trends of fertility infant and child mortality, reproductive health, maternal and child health , knowledge of sexually transmitted disease (STDs, HIV/ AIDS )and trafficking.

Conclusion


Although the census was not conducted after 1983, the townships   population regular surveys were conducted by the department of population. It conducts 3 townships in 2006, 6 townships in 2007 ,12 townships in 2008 and  26 townships  in  2009  continuously. We also used registration system for population projection. It includes vital registration, population registers and internal migration statistics. Vital registration is responsible for our department. We calculate the birth and death rates and it used to update the population. Vital statistics are major source of data for the study of population change because they are collected on a continuous basis.










