GIS and Census Mapping - the Cape Verde experience in the use of GIS technologies in the 2010 Census


The presentation will make a brief summary of all the work completed until now, within the activities of preparing the 2010 Census, which began in 2008 with the creation of the Census Office and the implementation of the mapping and GIS unit, and will culminate with the construction of the Territorial Database of the Cape Verdean National Statistical Institute – INECV GIS - which will support all the statistical operations.

It will also present the strategies or proposals for the dissemination of census data, and a small example of a prototype Infrastructure WEB GIS INECV.

 
The Construction of the Cartographic database or Territorial database that supported 2010 Census and will support the future statistical activities, is based on the digital version of the statistical limits of the 2000 Census and in the association of the households units, which enabled a redefinition of statistical districts, because the criteria for the delimitation is now based on the households.

Besides preserving the history of Census Districts - DR - in digital format you can still keep the comparability with the 2000’s DR's  and also allow the construction of INE’s Geographic Information System and facilitate the dissemination of census spatial data.

We used a phased approach, and the work began in November 2008 with the digitization of the DR's maps used in the 2000 Census, with technical assistance from the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics, - IBGE. 

The dissemination of statistical information, particularly from RGPH 2010 data, is based on the 2000 census good practices and will aim to promote statistical literacy, data awareness and usefulness, as a basic support instrument for the formulations and decisions on public policies and private businesses.
Therefore the strategy should be addressed to facilitate the access to information, through easier access to census information, massive use of new information and communication technologies in the data dissemination, namely the GIS tools, and for advanced users to give them the possibility to directly handle the information.

We should stress that we used a digital questionnaire and the Personal Digital Assistant (PDA) for the information gathering. It was created stations in each municipality for data transmission.  The data were downloaded in INE’s server via WEB, and that increased the celerity of information providing.

