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For this exercise, you are divided into two groups: Group A and Goup B. You are given 
out several TUS diaries which have been implemented recently in different regions of the 
world as well as one diary from the Arab region. 
 
Group A:  
Area of work: Full diaries 
Diaries to study: New Zealand (2010), Pakistan (2007), Palestine (2000) 
Additional diary: Japan (2010) 
 
Group B:  
Area of work: Light diaries 
Diaries to study: Ireland (2005), Japan (2010), Oman (1999) 
Additional diary: New Zealand (2010) 
 
 
Purpose of the exercise: Your goal is to analyze and make a comparative study of those 
diaries. One country of your group has been designated to play the role of spokespersons 
(”rapporteurs”). Those will have to present the findings and comments of their group for 
the conclusions. Please find below some orientations to guide you through this analysis. 
Those orientations are just a support, feel free to adjust them at your convenience. 
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1st step: Getting acquainted with the diaries 
Given the previous presentations, please identify the different parameters for each present 
diary. 
What kind of diary is it? (Full/light…) 
What is the time coverage?  
What is the time unit? (Intervals of time) 
How should the diary be filled out? 
What are the contextual variables?  (Location etc…) 
What other important feature do you notice? 
 
 
2nd step: Filling out the diaries 
Pair up and fill out the additional diary first and then at least one of the diary dedicated to 
your group for the current day (One can be the interviewer and one the interviewee). The 
others can be filled out briefly. 
 
 
3rd step: Giving your impressions and comments 
First give your general impressions on the differences between filling out the “additional” 
and the regular diaries.  
Then as a group gather your feedbacks on each studied diary: 

 To what extent do you find the diary manageable? In terms of instructions? 
Structure of the table? General presentation? As an interviewer? As an 
interviewee? 

 Would you need an external help to fill out the diary or could you do it on your 
own? If an interviewer seems needed, when do you think he should intervene 
(Before giving out the diary, after, both, during…)? 

 If you compare the final outcome (your answers), do you see any differences? Do 
some activities appear on some diaries but not on others? Why? 

 With which diaries did you find easier to recall your daily activities? 
 In your opinion, what are the pros and the cons of the diaries relatively to each 

other? 
 How would you adjust the diaries if you had to conduct them in your country? 
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