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PLAlf OF ACTION FOR THB DlPROVDdnfT OF CIVIL REGISTRATION AHD VITAL 
. STATISTICS SYSTEMS IN AFRICA (DRAFT.). 

, .I.GOALS 

The workshop adoPt:ed the following gQals for the year 2000 on 
ci viI Registration coverage of ~irths and Deaths and Vi tal 
Statistics: 

A. BIRTHS 

:,'.' , 1. Those countries that.h~ye below 30 percent registration 
coverage' should increase to. at least 50 percent,. 

2. Those countries (that have between 30 to 50' percent 
registration coverage should raise their coverage up to 
at least 70 percent. . 

3. Those countries that have between 50 to 70 percent 
.should raise thei~ coverage to at least 80 ~ercent. 

8. DEATHS 

1. Those countries that have under 15 percent should raise 
death registration coverage to at least 30 percent. 

2.' Those countries that' have between 15 and 30 percent 
shouid raise their coverage to at least 50 percent. 

. ': . . •... 

3. Those countries that have 30 to 50 percent coverage 
should raise to at least 70 percent coverage .. 

4. Those . Countries that have 50 to 70 'percent' coverage 
'should raise' to at least 80 percent. 

C , . VITAL STATISTICS 

The following goal was adopted on vital statistics. 
The agency responsible for vi tal statistics should disseminate 
vital statistics on a regular and tim.:r1y basis. . 

II.S~~EGIES 

In order to attain these goals, the Workshop' 8db'pted the 
following strategies: 
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Qaverrpaent Copitaent 
~'GoveJ:nments'shoul:d's,et u.p int.rmin~erl~'l $ti!~inv ,Co.i'G~~s 
to oversee the' efJf'icletl't'~fu1iC.:tiQnl;ng'Qf'~tn.e; c1 viI registration 
and vi tal statistics systems. Cooperation and assistance 
should be also sought from international, regional, bilateral, 
non-governmental organizations and other private orgaJ\,i..~~:J;iClllS 
within the country. 

~ " v:.",! ' . ~ t ." ";' 1 

,;' ,2:. RegiS:tfatiOD 1_ ' ' '.. '" ':' , " < .. 'J;' 

countr1es should review existing laws concerning, civil 
registration and related laws such as the vi tal statistics 
law, the health code, the family code, the municipal.code,,1;$e 
civil code, etc. in order to make civil registration 
comprehensive, compulsory and effective nationwide and free of 

~'" "cha:lrge. ", '" ' , :, . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

. ' . 

RegistrAtion facilities 
, >The'ci viI registration syst.em should move ,from a ,pass],. ve to an 
,active· systelll.: Toward thi.s purpose, local regi,strars should 
be civil servants not subject to political ,waves, be given 
periodical training, and opportunities for career development • 

. ',:In" "addition,' health personnel, midwives, " ,tribal _chiefs, 
'rel,j:Cjiousauthorities, and, other"local : authorities may be 

appointed as notifiers to aide the local registrars to enhance 
registration coverage. 

Public AWAreness 
'rile' . workshop attached great importance, to inct'ease public 
aWareness'of',civil :registration and,':vital statistics systems. 
For this purpose, each country may set up a special committee 

'of 'local, experts.. Awareness creation should also. be ,promoted 
'by il'u:::Ji'Elas;ing' ,the demand and use ,of vital records. 

. :r:,' 

Training 
The' 'Workshop recognized the' need for,. training of civil 
registration· and vital' statistical personnel-, at all levels 
(national, regional , local) as well as, other personnel 
invOlved in oi viI r~qistration " " and vi tal,. '. 'statistics 
acti vi ties. For '.' these" .:. purposes, manuals. a;nd technical 
documentation should be prepared by'the agency(ies) concerned 
with civil registration and vital statistics ,'s:ystems,. 

Logistic sgpport 
The Workshop emphasized the' ,need .for the~: government to 'provide 
the>civil,registra,tionandvltal s,tatisties sys:tems with an 
efficient':". logistic, support including".' ",transport, 
communications, printing, storage, archives and processing 
facilities • 

, ... : 
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t 7.' Registration records 
, countries should put in place an efficient system capable of 

cO,nveniently store and retrieve civil registration records and 
issuance ot certificates. 

8. coordination and cogperatipn 
countries should ensure close coordination and effective 
cooperation among all agencies involved in civil registration 
and vital statistics activities. To this end, it is 
recommended that the registration agency provide registration 
records to the vital statistics agency in a timely manner and 
that a National Committee on Civil Registration and Vital 
statistics, be set up. The Committee should also be cQmprised 
by representatives of the main end- Qsers of the data and 
in.formation generated by the systems. 

9 • Monitoring aOd evaluation 
Countries should put in place an effective mechanism for 
continuing monitoring and evaluation of the civil registration 
and vital statistics systems, including clear assignment of 
responsibilities. 

10 Tecbnicaland financial assigtance 
The UNFPA and other multilateral and bilateral' agencies are 
urged to lend technical and financial assistance to countries 
in the region, and to enhance the scope and implementation of 
the International Programme for Accelerating the Improvement 
of vital Statistics and Civil Registration Systems. 

The United Nations Economic Commission for Africa in 
collaboration with the United Nations statistical Division and 
other concerned 'agencies, should prepare manua,ls for training 
of civil registration and vital statistics personnel. 

11. 'Vital statisticg 
Countries should increase the capability of data processing of 
the Agency responsible for vital statistics to ensure their 
timely production and dissemination. 

12. IU1_entation of the Plan of Agtion 

The Workshop recommended to ECA/UNSTAT to set up a monitoring 
mechanism to evaluate the attainment of goals of the present 
plan of action. 


