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Abstract 
, .. ': 

,. "',; 

, it ",.,' The state of data:- collection, compilation and . 
,.... publication in' Sierra' Leotle ,;' is' ,in' dire( nfied . 01 ref'orm and 

.•• improvement. Methods and practices of data collection in 
. t:~ . • ; .. :. 

. .. 
respect of both civil and vital registration systems have to 

" , .. be ~nified.Ofcourseexpansion ~in coverage and scope is to 
"be' an ult'lmate objective Of 8nyprogramme 'of reforms and 
measures ,'designed to accelerate their improvement. : '.: 

" ,.,' ,'l'hepresent report is an attempt to make a 'thorough 
,situational:analysis and description"of both tile c'ivil 

" ""registration i and vital statistics system. 'It encQmpasses all 
, aspects of :'; their operatloD such as the, leg-al' framework, the 

",,, adlbinistrat'ive arra'ilgeDituit, andthe'techriical':'1:ssti8S'< 'implied. 
Moreover, an indept analysis of the public attitude towards 
the registration process is portrayed. 

Furthermore, since civil regis'tration operates'unCier'a 
separate administration from that of the vital 'rtat isttcs , 
system, the analysis thus warrant a differenti:al'acc:oii~tl'6f 
each sector. 'l'he report highlights in a concise assessment, 
the strengths and weaknesses, problems and constraints of 
both systems and the identification of important obstacles 
to be urgently addressed. 'l'hus, it is but fitting to 
construe the document as providing the basic framework and 
required information for the formulation of a comprehensive 
Rational Policy to improve the existing state of the 
systems. 

'l'he Country Report is organized in to four broad 
chapters with the fifth as the inherent Conclusions and 
Recommendations. Chapter One provides the General 
Background information encompassing the Historical, 
Political, Economic, Socio-cultural and Geographical 
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profiles of the country. This puts the study i~ perspective 
and is expected to cotrelat~ or' account for the unde~IYing 

;'~ . factors' responsible for the existing state of 'affait-s in the 
country. 

. ... 

Chaptet Two deals : 'exclusively' with" the demographic 
scenario of Sierra Leone and the nature'of data coilection 
. .'1" ',,:' ,- •.•. :,. ,.,. 

at the·macro":'level. The two succeeding chapters (3&4) 
depicts indept analysis of the civil registration and vital 
registration systems, respectively. Pinally,'the Conclusions 
and Reco"eDdati6~s ideptify key'lssu;s that are to be 
prior:Ltiz&d for an eventual improvement o:£' both systems. A 
list of reference materials utilized for" the study including 

'appendices 'together comprise the last section of the report • 
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CHAPTER 1 
, " _~...' ~. '~. I ~ ," ;. ,: I J. ';~ , 

,,' .'. , , 
" 

'r- .' 

1 GENERAL 8ACXgROuND .... '. 

1 • 1 L<XfAJION 'AND 81 ZE 
~; . '! " " 

," " 

\. ..;. .< ,:f,. ~;'" 

Sierra 'Leone is located in' the 'west coast of Africa 
'o',~ .'..J ~ .: .. ;': '~.~ 1'1, ','" 

bordered by Guinea, tiberiaand the waters df the Atl~ntic 
J .~ • 

Ocean. The country has a totatland area ~f 71,7~0 sq. ~~.and 
. .'. ~"'. '.:. . .,': :, :' " ti ~ ... ~. '; ; :'" ',;'. i 

a Coastline of 270 kma,longthe Atlantic Ocean. The rest of 
. :~/. " . { .:~. '.~'~ .. .': " '. :.) {'; .. , , ;', ) 

1.2 

the country is divided into three provinces: Northern (35,773 

sq. km.), Southern (20,2:'3 sq. km.l and Eastern (15,095 sq. 

km. ) . 

. ' I 

CLIMATE 
• " ~. • .,.',', J ", :, :'~~' !. ~ q 

Its climate is' of a rainy season"and a'dry with ample 

... : .. , 

supply of coldhamattan wind$. 'These two have toget her 

;generated 'conditions of high' relative' humidity, cloudiness, 

'heaVY downpours during the wetse~son' ranging between' 15'- 50 

centimeters'(one of-the highest in th'. region) warm days and 

nights: - with' temper'atufes exceeding 27°c' during the dry 
. ,,,.t 

season. The dry season spans between December'and April'with 
;, .... 

an average ann'ual temper'ature of -about80oF\' 

1.3 LAND - USE 

The land consists of vast arable lattds andport'ions of 

lands'mainly in the Eastern and Southern 
";'.) .. ~ ~; .... ;:, H ":" . ! . : ~ ~,' I. ,'" . .c" 

regions and a range 'of- mountains scattered 'allover the 
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country. The influencing factor ,of the climate favors the 
;~rQ' ... 

formation of forests but the impact of human being and their 

habits have reduced the space occupied by primary forest from 

80~ to a meager 5~ of the land area. The rest of the land is 
.. 

20~ secondary forest, 45~ farm bush and th~ rest have 
"", ~ ," . .. . 

savannah. The major environmental problems are d'forestation 
"./ , .' 

and over-grazing of farm lands. The extensive use of arable 
: .:. :; .' '. 

land is hampered 'by the land tenure system which allocates 
. ~ . . 

land ownership and utilization in the hands of particular 
.. 

communities, families and individuals • 
. " ." (. " . 

1.4 §OCIO - CULTURAL 

1.5 

Sierra Leone's population is composed of seventeen ethnic 
. _, ,,' ~:l 

groups with a non-native influential Lebanese and Indian 
, ' 

communities. The Krios are a minority population of 

d~$cend~ntsof freed si~~es who~~~re brought in from Nova 

Scotia, the United States, the Caribbean Islands, South 

Ameri ca and some from the hi gh seas of the At 1 ant i c. The 
. ',:"' .. 

Cultural mix of tribes of Sierra Leone and peoples of 
. .; 

neighboring countries have been very ~xtensive though their 
," . ~o>~",.: 

various area~ of influence have not been even in the 
"f :"f"" 

geographic, political and economic spheres in the country • 

.. " .. : .... -." .. 

POLITICAl. BACKGROUND 
.:; .. ';'.':' <\, ~ 4;C X .'·;.h·" ;.;J ;' .. J. ,. j. 

Sierra Leone gained independence from the United Kingdom 
.... .':~; t·· : .... ~ : .. ' . ',,;. ".~:.Io ;-.J ';),.:,.~ ~ ,;- / ;: ~ .. ' 

in April of 1961 and became a Republic in 1978. The country 
.~.~ , . 
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s, 

is divided into four admini.tration regions wtthin which ,are 
'.' '" ,. ',' 

·9;frY"d4n~qual, .and un"ly~nl;y d,istrlb,uted t~eJ~e districts. 

~ach d:t st r1 ct .. also ,h.s wi thin its j 4ri sdi ct ion .cOi efdoms, wi th .- " ... " ',..' '," ".' ,. 

~ tp~ .• l of.1,48 •. chiet.doms. Prior to in~d,.pendence the colonial 

administ rat; on, ruled i ndi,r~ct 1 y. tt,rough 'Ule l,oea} pa.ramount 
." .". ,., . . ..•.• __ . , .II . 

GhJefwhols .an~~et:"able to a,Oistri<;tCommissioner!"who in turn 

"aF\swered to t~.e .crown colony i~ the Metropolis.;. 

1.6 THE ECONOMY 

Sierra Leone is basically what c,..n be .. economically 

described as a primary producer. The; econ0fl:ty, thrives on 

exporting mfnerals like unpolished alluvial Diamonds, 

B;I1,,;,xJ~e, Ru,tl1e~.qe~nite at'l,d .the.i.~port of cash crop like 

Coffee, Kola nuts, Ginger and Palm kernel. Its imports 

consist mainly of fuel supply, machinery and food items. Its 

industrial b ... ~,~.is weak in that it .h!ls .not, got a "back-bone" 

i ndust ry 11 I(e st ee~. '!Ii 11, :~hri vtng ,.~ouri at bus-.i ness and a 

reliable electriCity genexation.. V.,,'·j,94JS .d~welopmel'\t, plans 
•. . . . :/ ~ . '.. ~~ . '''' ' " t·' .. 

anda~hoc, progr"l1Imes hay •. been triea,·but failE!d WOefully in 

satisfying, the. ~ountr.y' sbasi c foqd nee~ •. ·"tti <;t\: hfs its 

con.,q.~I',nt .. I'l,~g~~.:iveeffects. on thEa health 0.1 the population 

an.c:t h,,"ce on labour output .. ThiS',. p,ut.,in. the p4arspective of 

an ;~~essant rebel w,ar. in the south.e,rn and Eastern parts of 

the country, makes the economic pictur.e more desC?l-ate. 

'I 
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GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT (GNP) 
... \' } t· ... - , ~, . .) "'! ':" ','~ '" 

The dom~stic economy of the'coun'try is based primarily an 
" . ~. , , .', . '.: ;,~ ;. • i 

agriculture extractive industries (mainly diamond, 

bauxite, gold and rutile). In 1990, the GNP (Gross National 
, " 

prod~~t) stoocr'at- about Le~09 bi 11 ion (an eqU;Vale~t: of US • 

743 Million) and the average annual growth rate between 1980-
'. 

1990 was - 1.6 •. The sectoral composition in percent were as 

follows:-

Agri cult ure 41.5 • 
.... ,,:.. 

Industry 14.0. 
r', 

Manufacturing 3.0. 
" ., 

Services 41.5. 
;', .:1 \ r,., 

The per capita income at current prices in 1991 was Le115,500 
> ' 

(and equivalent of US $ 210). 

(ii) MAJOR AGRICULTURE & INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS 
. ., : :. '.~ . ~:' -t.·· ,'~.' 

The major agricultural products include rice, coffee, 

cocoa, palm kernel and ginger. Other foods crops include 
, ' , 

cassava, millet, beans, potatoes and fruits. Presently export 
i.. 

crops consist of coffee, cocoa and ginger. Rice which is the 
:" ':. 

staple food has not been exported for the last two decades due 
"; . ".~ .', ) -' 

to low production and high consumption rate and the decline in 
~ ,', 

the average annual growth rate in population in the 
! i ;' / ',:'. 

agricultural sector. 

In ; ndu'st ri a 1 product ion, the sha're of manufacturi ng in 
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the GOP has been declining from 8X in 1970 to 3X in 1991. 

~,'" COhsum'er indu'st"rial"products i;nclud~ 'food, bev.fages, tobacco 

arid refined f,"'.1011. Th'.; va.1ue of' industrial prOduction 

dro'pped fromUS' 30 M:illion:::in1970:to US • 14'Mi11ion in 

1991'. This decline is due to ttl. high import content of 

. manufacturing lndustry" 'and the high growth rate of' ;in'flat10n 

Wh'ic'h jumped'up from an, ave'rage annual rat. of 12:5X"(1970 -

" 80) to 59.3X (1980 - 1991). 

(iii) FOREIGN TRA6e 
The external trade and balance of 'payme~ts posftion is 

unfavourable. In"1991,,) exports summed up' to US • 145 Million 

wh'ile imports amOunted to us ."183.U 11 ion • This situation 

arose from low export prices and the ~or"'.sponding high import 

,; prices. The increase in~ the value of food imports was brought 

about part',y by the' incriasing purchas~hg' power of the 

populatio'n:and rising standardsot,lconsumption but' has also 

cont ri buted to a decl i ne in agri cul tura 1 act i\~i t i e.'-, ow; ng to 

the 'attraction of the population from the land to make 

fortunes in alluvia' diamond mining and,other urban commercial 

centers. 

Government has, within varying periods implemented 

measures aimed at a r~storation of a more stabilized pattern 

of agricultural production. there have been efforts at making 

investments in public and social services (such as schools, 
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hospitals and roads) and in the development of the economy 
. I " 

.~. ".... "~ I 
~l " • • I 

(e.g. rural and agricultural development in industries, 
:"'~. '.. .: .,' :' , .. J' ... :. ~. ~. ,. i 1 " . .-

strengthening of the services sector ,through banking and 
,~ • . ,. '" •. <, : \,." .jl I, ' • ~ , .. :.; ", OJ t ) ~ ~ 

insurance, and the development of the telecommunication 
,. ' 

,I "'" f· 

infrastructures). In short, since colonial times, the economy'! ... 
'1'': -' ..- ;. ! ': ..... ; " '-... .' '~ , .... ~ .. 

of the country has been someho~ conditioned to respond to the 
,. ' ~, , . • ," " ',,'. l' • :~.: •• 

needs' of markets in the industrialized First World: 

Consequently, it therefore turned out to be an export-oriented 

economy to the extent that the natural resource base was 

exploited to the benefit of the First World . 
of , !\. ..... . ', ..... > ",; ,,, \'.1 : •• ~ • f' 

; '. 

'J' 

Over time, however and in spite of efforts to achieve 
~ '; . , .' i' , --. 

mean i ngfu 1 soc i o-economi c development target s, development 

pl anni ng seems to have brought about more probl ems than 
, " 

solutions: large - scale and growing rural/urban imbalances, 

large numbers of under-employed and unemployed, the brain 
. ..~ 

drain and the rising rate of crime in particularly the urban 
I ~I 

centers. 

r : ' ./ ~ .. , " 

.l •. 

t ...... I ,,.,. . ' .. ' <'.; 
. , . , ..... ".', ~ ',',' '" 

.. ~ 

. . " ~ . 

, , , .: J , ~-

J :'" ~'. • " '\ .,-

.. ~"~"'~ ',' ,,: .. ,. .~' '~." . :. . .;) 

. ... :,' I .. ' ", " . 
I ,') . 
, " 
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QHAPTE8 2 

.' . , " 
DEMOGRAPHIC ANP BASIC INFORMATION OF tHE COUNTRY 

2.1 Demographic 'Characteristics 

,"Sierra ~!onec~n"bectem,ographically descTi,~ .. d as .a you!', 

count.ry cons.i.dering. t'h'e fact that over. 50S.Qf the"opuJ.tio~ 

are' below '20 years' of age. This, according to a recent 

count ry-wi de survey'cor)ducted byt ni
e 
Cent ra I Stat i st i cs Offi ce 

. in 1.992 (Qemogr.ap,hic and Social Monitoring Survey), puts 

Sietra Leone into the general descriptive characteri$tic of 

. developing count rt.s~ A ct.t.i led st.at ~ st i cs of the. coun.try." 

popul at ioni s given i .. n· table 1 ·b'elow. , 

Estimate of the Total Pop,:.alat 10n 

Excluding the two di.!S.tricts ot.~ujehun and Kailahun Ca. 

"~ 'result of .. rebel aotivities·,in these regtons) and two .towns 
~ "i' -~-
~ ~ . . 

of; K~bala ... and M.~""ak., tJ', > est·i m,t,ed popu lat ion, ,of the 
'." ~.~ ., ," ',' '. ,. ', .. 

country in 1992 was 3.2 million (table 2.1.). If we should add 

the 1992 projected, population of the excluded areas (according 
" • " • . • -'. : ,« .". ;; .. : ,~ • " ;; ; " 

to the 1.985 Census result), the estimated:total popul.tion of 
•. . " . •• '.:j • I; , . 

. t he ent i re count ry comes around 4. t milli on. The popu lat i on of 
:) .~ •. ~. ",,!' :, t' - '.; , ." , '. ',.1't .: I '. _, " • 

. large towns .ccounts for 31X, small towns lOX and rural areas 
~~""~1 \' ... :"" . "', "<:; \~ :,r ~"'-:_'.;. .; ' .. '., 

59. of the, tO,t a 1 popu 1 at ion, showi ng . a, high clegree of 
~ \ ~ ..... .' ~ . -,,;", -;' \. . .' . ., 

urbanization since the last censuS .. !1985). 

: t· 
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TABLE 2.1 ESTIMATEP POPULATION BY AGE GROUP AND SEX 

., . " .. 1.':',.,.. ~ ' .. 

AGE GROUP TOTAL MALES FEMALES 
: " ,. :; ~ :. 

00 - 04 478,100 237,903 240,197 
.. , 

09'v ' . 05 - 483';~104 244, e01 .' 238,503 
~ r . ' .. 10 - 14 , 350,591' 185,227 '.185,140 

15 - .19. : . 3,10,,-597 

20 ':'" ... 24 238,088 

25 - 29 272,208 114,409 158,189 

30 - 34 222,208 101,303 120,905 
,'j oJ ,I " 

35 - 39 21S',"f62 105,887 109,475 

-40 44 158,000 79 , 447.: :"';' 7 8 , 5 5 3 
~------~----~------~~~--~----~ 

.' . 

45 - 49 135,71'4 77,247 58,228 

50 - 54 95,8;12 . ~2, 41" . 43,370 

55 - 59 70,883 40,858 30,228 

80 - 84 57,135 27,409 29,728 
... '. 

<, 128, i40" 66, f83 .... .';~"'. 80,578 

." . 

.. 
85 PLUS 

TOTAL 3,210,'749 ;H. . 1 ,575, 484'f . 1 ,635,2·84 
sourc·. :, ... ~p:!iMS82; .. ,,gentrastatlst1cs ~Office "Freetown 

.;.... ,,'., 

:. '.:' . 

Table .2.,2 al.o" shows,.the distribution of persons in 

per~~ntag~.terms •. ;. It is clearly illustrative of a high 
. '; ,. '. .~. ., 

f.,rt ittty and:mortal it)' rat.e~.jn .a developing country with the 
• . .. ' />.. , " • • • • 

typ.ical . 'broad bot.tQm' .. pyra",,;dal .ge structure. . ,. , '., , , .L, "" . ,',. '., , " In other 

.words"jt reveal •. a·.very large proportion (41S) of children 
. • , " • 1 0

• . '.. .:.,' • '" •••• • .; 

(0-14) and a very, smalJ proportion of ,lderly pe.rs~ms (4S). 
•.• ,. '." . '. ' .;..~. ,. ", \. !": . 'f ' • ,:. ' 

~ 

This age structure can be attributed to the net effects ·of 
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fertility, mortality and migration over the years. An emerging 

fact from the table again is that the country has to bear the 
. i. " 'c.·· ... . ,~ .' ' ... '" 

burden of chi ld care (chi ldren between 0-14 years) which 

amounts to 41. of the total population • 

TABLE 2.2' . ""PERcENTAGE DISTRIBUTloN OF THE POPULATION BY 
.l-'}, 

AGE GROUp AND SEX. SIERRA LEONE - 1992 

AGE GROUP TOTAL MALE FEMALE 

00 04, ~~,,·14.9 15".'1 14.7 '. i 

05 '14 "25.9 27.3 24.7" 
I 

.15 44 44, • ..1- 4.0 •. 8 47.1 

45 65, ,:;, 2 \1" ..... ft ." 12.,5 .. 9.9 

85 PLUS "3'.9 
. , 

4~2 3.7 

TOTAL 100.0 100.0 . 100~0 

ource: own 

, 1" \t • .;" ...... ~, ':'. i '" ,', ~'''' • • ~ ;'v, 

.f . 

',' ,.," 

The overall sex-ratio as d"eri~ed from table 2.1 is 96.3 

males per 100 females~' 'The sex'ratio for rural areas is 94.8 

compared to 98.8 for (table 2.3) is classed as 'young' for 

large towns it is as low as 6.8X'compared to 10.4X and 11.0X 

fo~r'; s~a 11 t o~,"s andlsma:llarea'sf ;:'respect i vely. The dependency 

ratio' which shows how m'any 'dependants each 100 persons in the 

~roductive popul~tionsegment mu~t support is given in 

perce'ntages. rable2;~2also sh6~s that the coun'try has a 

dependency ratio of 81's whictt 'ill ust rates the economic 

disadv~nblg.s inhereht in' t'h~ 'population structure. This is 

. espeCially so in small towns and rural areas (82' and 84 
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<,t", . :p. rctmt s r.sp.ct iN.l y ) ~ • "': ;, :~; .... ' 

: 'i ~" .: t , ," .';' 

, 

TABLE 2.3 SEX RATIO •. PROPORTION OF., .C.HILDREN".,,,(0-14), 

DEPENDENCY RATIO AS COMPARED TO THE 1985 CENSUS -

.. : .... : ,.'. :CQUHTRY AND '!BAJA. ·.L '.'. 

" .: 
LARGE SMALL RURAL COUNTRY CENSUS 

. ' ~ '/. '.' ·1" <',' ." .. ,~.,.' .' • -, ... r:_". • I". ~ •. It, , , .• , . . . 
CHA.RACIER I ST I C$ .. ,. TOWNS TOWNS AREAS . . 1,$85 . , .. , .. ,' .. 

Perc.ntag. of total 30.95 9.94 59.11 
........... ,,~ ..... ' ... _ .... 

~" ... , .. , .. "-' .. . .... 

.. 

: ... 

Popul at i em .. 
Sex Ratio ~8.8 ~.~:~O 94.8 96.3 98.'1 ... 

~ •. r.c.nt ag. of. Children 4:0.2 40.8 41.2 40.8 41 .4 
" ... , 

·(00 - 14) ..... 

,. Aged .. ~Chi ld R-.t, .. 1,o.",. " '" ,;,0.8 . ' ,1,,0,,.4. 11 .0" 9.7 . . , .~ '~';. ... .t3,~ 9 .. .. 
.. , ... -',' , ~ " 

Dep.nd.ncy Ratio 75.0 82.0 84.4 81.2* 89.4 
• cn11a o • .naenc p y Rat10 1S est1mat.a a 74~ 

Source: Central ·Statistics OfNce,. Freetown. 

.~, . 

2.2 Birth and Death·: Rates; 

The crude birth rat'e estimat.d· from th.DSMS was 45.42 

-live bfrths ·p.r "1000 population. "This confirms a high 

, f.rtility rat. for the country. A total f&rtility rat. of 6.60 

. -and. Gross reproduction of3,.2:S was reported also· from the 

survey. The woman child ratio was also put at 578.' 

,The r.sults:of the 1992 DBMS 'survey showeda· high,' crude 

" d.ath rate of 3f:.·0 fGr,· .. t~he', 'count ry andhigh':fnfant· mortal ity 

, .. {, ),. r:at •. of ,,,150pe1j"):;\'1000 -1. ve:, D,trt hs.' The ~''ii nf:ant:M0t:t a,l4;t y rat e 

shows a declinedn mortal ity levels from 194 in 1985 to 150 in 

.. ... , 
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1992. The decline is almost 30X which is suggestive of an 

improvement in pre-natal care. 

TABLE 2.4 

, 'r 
" 

'. ' 
1 985 CENSV§ At:'.O I NO I CATORS FOR STRATA 

P' .... .. ",' ,. ." 

FERTILITY INDICATORS DSMS "92 C'ENSUS LARGE SMALL ... " .. ;' .. ......... ." '7 . " .~ 
, . 

8'5 TOWNS TOWN 
CRUDE: B'IRTH RATE ".,,, .. ~ 4S-'~42 .. , '49~80' . 35'.57: 46.'82,-: .. 

, "I :, f., e 
TOTAL'FERTILITY RATE ; 6.60 6.4~ 5.15' 6.30. 

RE'~1t9DUCt I ON 
". 

CROSS 3.25' 
.,' 

3.16 2~54; ~·.10'·" 

GENER~L FERTILITY 175 208 145 
, 

184 , 
" ".:.' ... .. ' . ' '.~ .. ' ",' ~ . ;.,.,. .... 

CHILD WOMAN ~ATIO 5'7'8· '. 686. 482;:~;, 574 
Source . Central 5tattst1cs Off1ce, Freetown . 

'" 

RUFtAC' 
~ .. "., .. """ ...... , 

AREAS 

:.:§:(f34 
-", ..... ;. 

1,.47 , 
, 

I J~" , 

.• ,7'3 ~1S8 
;;':."it ~~,) :'1 

/J9P; 
, 

, .:. :. ,',)<'.: ..,,: 'f, .~~. 

ES30 

The morta 1i t y si tuat ion is st ill hi gh but ,i s encouragi ng 

to note a decline in especially infant mortality from 194 in 

1985 to 150 in 1992. Looking at cause of death information it 

is di~heartening to note that malaria accounts for 60X of all 

deaths. Malaria, Diarrhoea, measles and tetanus with irregular 

outbreaks of cholera constitute the majority of agents of 

death of infants and pre-schoolers. 
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TABLE 2.5 MORTALITY INDICATORS 

·,', " 
"j 

"RATE .' ,. ~ -MORTALITY CRUDE DEAl'H I~FANT RATE 
" 

REGION 
" 

MALES FEMALES BOTH 'MALES FEMALES BOTH, 
.. -','. 1',' ...... 'I'V. 

COUNTRY 13~.5 .26.1 31.0 181 .9 , 11 ~ .. '2 149.6 . " 

,SMALL 20.3 ,14.6 11.4 96.3 68.1 82.9 
TOWNS .. 

; LARGE 49.0 31 ~'6 43·1 2'31 .6 141~2 191.4 .. -. 

'TOWNS , ., .. ..... . ..... 

RURAL 41.3' 31.0 36·9 210.4 130.2 170.2 
AREAS '. 

.-

Sour~e: ,[)S~~ '9~, Cent ral .. ~!!tisti cs O~fi ce, Freetown 
,) f .'. '.~: 

" , :~ . , , 

, .. 
. '. '-, • 1 ~., ~;. ! .. 
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CHAPTEB' 3 

THE CIY! L RESU·STRAIIONSYST£M ' 
3.1 Legal Framework 'of the System... 

.;" ~ . 

.The Registration of Births and Deaths (andMa~riages) in 
Sierra Leone i'dates back t·o Ute.; time of., the first $.ett1ers • 
Theprecise'rfature of the,ear1y'history of such registration 
is oft en not well comprehended, eV,en, .,·bY'Dem09:P,'A])hers and 
Population Experts. However, from available records, in 1791 

t heOirectors of .. ,the Si erra Leone ,c'Otitpa'riyi i.S$u;edi.a long 1i st 
of or and regulat~:;ons·to the super.i.nfti11d'ent and Council 'for 

. the settlement,.: ,fo.r the Trade,,', Civilization,. Defense, 
Gove rnment and Genera.l. We 1 fare of. t he Set t 1 ement ! 

Regulation No~ 46 w~s entitled -Register of Births etc· 
and read: 

'~You are to take care also that Register shall be 
kept of all births, Deaths and Marriages either of 
settlers~· and that a BiU .of mortality be made up 
with as much exactness a,s.possib1e., and transmitted 

to us once a year at least ,.."aD(#,· st'i 11 oftener at 
.. the fi rst·! 

Regul at i on No. '69 mo reove r was ent.i.t 1 ad .... Causes of Oeat h 
S i ckn... to be speci f,i ad "; and r .. :ad: 

"You are to: des.i re that ; .. ,;.n ev,ery case of death or 
materi a1 

. disorder 

notified 

sickness. at the first causes of the 
shall be reported~o you,that they may be 
to us"l 

It' is clear therefore: that it was the intention of the 
Sierra LeoneCbmpany to .nsure the registration of Births and 
Deaths as soon as the settlement was establi.shed. The phrase 
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As. with all radical procedures the registration of births 
. and deaths in 1791 and '1792 was entirely succes'sful. Some of 

,< • , 

the settlers had infact' been deceiving the storekeeper. not '. "' . 

giving prompt information o~ deaths. This in turn leads to 
.. , . 

the, deduction that registration of births and deaths was not 
". r", ".:" ' ,. .;.;t" , . ( . ; " "<;: : " ,'.,,; ~ ; ~, . 

eff~cient, or indeed practiced prior to July 1792, since a 
funct i oni ng regi st rat i on scheme woul:J sure 1 y have ensured that 
all births and, deaths be notified immediately. 

THE ,FIRST REGI,STRATION ACT (18()1 ) 

With the' arrival of t'he Maroons the need for a more' 
";, I.:',: " " \,' ".; '. ,:. , 

',i '. 
effici.ent system of registration became even more urgent and 

~~:,'("";', . ".) ; : :", ~.}~~ • ~. ,"., , ........ 1 : .. " :~':" ........ , ~,.,..I 

,~, .,,' 

on 7th March 1801, the following Aq~ w.~ passed: 
. ~. ' .• -:. ;' ":i t ~ ,I 

.... ,"WHE,REAS bo~hthe p~,~l,iC good of ~~i~ Colony, and the 
interests of individuals require' that. an authentic 

,',." 
,. • " "~' t· " i.+ t • ," '! '. ,., 

Register of Births and Deaths be kept within the same, 
the Governor and Council, enact, declared, and Resolve:-

". ',) i·~I.·' 

(1) That every S~ttler in this Colony being the Father 
of a" ~nf~nt born in Marria~e shal'l w~~~in 28 days after 
the Birth of such infant. give no'ticethereof to one of 
the Persons hereafter mentioned, and on failure of giVing 

" .. -:.. .: ;.';';, .)' 

such notice, either verbally or in writing, shall forfeit 
", ':'. .. .' ~ ,; .' :.: . :' ::' ~. ". ,.' ' ~:: 

the sum of Four Dollars. 
, . ,", . ; .... , 

.. ". 
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':(ii) ''rli;at the'Mother of"the'tnfant be required to give 
!;this' 'notic'e,sub']iectitc:('the'aboV'e penalty on "failure 

therefore in case the father should be:dead, orabs.ent 
from the Colony, at the time of the birth of the said 
in'fant, and also' in 'cases' of Bastardy, whether the 
reputed father be liviHgor i:not'. 

(i';;f That incase of the death o'f any Settler in this 

Colony, the surv~vingHusband br' Wife, ~r ~f there be no 
Survivor of this class, the Father or Mother, or if no 
~urviving Fath~t or Mother"theRelation ~f the person 

~deceased, b' req~ired to giV~ notide of such death within 
'i28 days after knowledge thefeof'under th~penalty of Four 
'DoTla~s,on'fa:ilure of giving s~ch'notice. 

(iv) That an'y person giving information of the'birth of 
an infant, being the offspring of any Settler in this 
'Colony; or of thed'eath of any Settl'e',., in default of due 
notice th$reof"b~';the 'party of 'whom' such 'notice is 

required,' and wit~in 28 days 'a'fterthe'Exp1ratiorrof the 
.. :time :1+mited in either and every such case' be entitled to 

a Reward of Four Dollars ~ . . .... ' 
, (', 

(v)' That notre'. be given 'in the cases 'afor_said by the 
····parties of whcml such notice i sr'eq'u i red if; res; dent in 

\ 

ttl'.' district 'of Freetown,to theSecretary'lforth:e time 
being at Fortfhorntfon; "and if re~ident in the district 
of Granvi 11e Town to the Justice of ' the P'eace 'for that 

di st ri ct. 
. " .,'", 

" " ·(v'irThat·the aforesaid'Res01utio'rrs have the force and 
Authority of' a: 8ylaw'rn'-this Cdlony"e. 

',.: There::is no evi'dence 're'garding the' effe'ctive,hess of this· 
Act. By i 1'808 however' :f'i:was' c'learl y 'not fuhct 10hi ng with 
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comple,te coverage of?, ~11 .. bi:r,~p~ at;\d d!a~hs~; : Thus Viscount 
Goderich in a Despatch '0 l~,~~:tenant.~overnorFindlay dated 
18thJ.nuary 183~ w~ote:, ~~. 

'I"~ .' 

"TO determine th,. ,actu,al ' number of p.i rths and deaths 
, ~: . ~. " ," "', '~ . , ," . .' .. , 

since the ye~r 18~8,;, by. any, ref"rerice to the Population 

Returns, is unfortunately impracticable it being evident -'. 
that ,no such Returns have ... ev,er 'geen made wHh even a 
plausible approach to accuracy~' •. ;" " .", r"' .. \ . ~ 

,I 

The history of registration after 1802 howe,ver is another 
matter; sufficient to say that the ,1801 Act was the . .' ~ ': ~ : 

culmination of a period 'of trial and error in registration" 
. ,. ", , " ',: . . 

but trial and error of a particularly intriguing kind since it 
, '".' I": \ 

represents one of the first recorded example of a registration 
system both in theory and in practi~e. ',' . '. .' . """ .. 

Ii. 

In a resolution adopted o~ 17 June 1824:,the House of, 
Commons asked for 'An,account of the Number of Births in the . . . ~ .. : , ,;,.. .. 

Colony of ' Sierra leone, ;distingl.!ishing Males from Females, in 
'.' ... ' ".: ; 

,the years 1817 ... 1823'. The Colonial Secretary replied: (7) '. ,;, .. 'r \ , . ; ::, " . . ~ , 

"No general record of'birth~, has ey,r been)~'Dt,nor is there 
any means of ~~certaining, or even estimating the Total Number 

in", t,h~,;,rears ,spe,cif:ied".A 90~,~ss'9n: of Enquiry was 
appointed to investiga,te,(inte,r, al.-ia) s,l.Jch irregularities in 

~ '. . . :;. "'. . .~. . ... ' : .. . . 

the.,Colony and, is,sued'inst;r:,~c.t,i,ons on 16 Novernber 1826 that 
fi gures of bi rths and de~t hs among.l'iberated, Afri cans be 
reported ~uarterly. . . ./~:· . 

...} 

But these reports were not prepared regul arly and the 
Committee ()f Inquiry constitu.ted to,investigate the 'Charge 

• '. ., • 1. ~ •• ..... 

delivered by Mr~: Chi.f Justic,~Jeffcot' ~o the Grand Jury of 
Sierra leone, on the Subject of the Slave Trade' complained in 

thei r report date<i 26th October" .l830 that th,e .,~ returns which 
: ".': i . .' \ ..•.. " .~. _. .'~ •. :.:; . . . .; ...... ~. '. , ." 

have .beenpr,esen,ted' ,to t,h.em were 'very imperf'act'. 'r . . , i:. r. . I ' " ,: ~: ;!. : "" .. " . 
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"'::Moraover 'eveni'in '1832",tt1e"'situation 'had not' been 

"rect ifi ed"and 'Vi s'count " G6d.orich, fh a'desp_at~h" to Lieut enant 

"Governor'- F'iridlay (dated 18th Jariuary'~ H~3~n wrot':a: 'To 

determine' the- aC1:bal I number:1of ',births' and deathssirice the 

1808, by any reference to the Population Ret~~ns, is 

unfortunatelY'impracticable~ ;-i't'being' evident' that no such 

,'; " Returns' haveever-been made wi'1:h even a:' plausible approach to 

I"aocuracy'. 'It'should be requi red' that every birth and deat·h 
.. :')i' occurring among them (Liber'ated:~fricans), should be reported 

to the 'Managers of the diffe'rent Settlements, or to the 

Authorities 6f ~reeto~n" b~ ~homthe Returns' should be 

':: transmitt;ed to the Assist.ant Superintendent of Liberated 

AfrH::ahs,wh6 again Should be bound to makeperiodioal Reports 

on the subject to the Colony Secretary, for y~ur information. 

, ' , YOti ' 'w:i1li mmed i ate 1 y' 'adopt the' necessary" measu res for 

'" procuring the concurreri'ce of the Council in the~'promulgation 

" of a law, ,to be framed"iri°csuch a'manner as may giv. full 

ef'fect to fhis instruct,ion'.' On th\., 7th June "1832 ther'efore 

'Governor Findlaypresida:d at"'a'm.eting of ttl'e Council whllrein 

'>:'itwas enacted to 'enf.orc:e'the due Registration of Births and 

Deith~wilhinthis Colony~.(7} 

Basically this Ordinance involved the Parish Priests and, 

Managers/Superintendents of the village's 'keeping 'di'str'ict and 

'separate; R-.hl1:ers'for 'each Pari sho'r; Di ifti ct under' their 

car.e~,~, B'irt:""s had,t'o 'be,"'r&'g"""te'red within 14days·\i(With a 

penalty of .. 20'shi 11 ings or in default of such payme'nt 3 weeks 

in goal) similar procedures were listed for deaths. In all 

cases the 'eVent scould' be reported' either' verball y or in 

wr,iting' t6 t;he' "appropriate 'Registrar'. The actual forms 

schedu,'ed from:thi's, Ordinance reqYii ,.'e' detail s (for bi'rths) of: 

r Christian' name of Father and Mother: if born 'in wedlock: 

re1igionarid date ,of birth. Death 'forms require:'name of 

'deceased; 'nami of 'father & m6ther; date of decease; 

obse"va:tions~'· Presumably the last was intended for caufaes of 



"::'t!' 

20 

death. There is no record of how this Ordinance fared, 
although one or two"reglster~' st ill survi've' from the ,Freetown 

Ar~~. At all e~eht$ the183~'A~t wa~ re~ealed b~ the general 
regi~tration Ordina~ce of '~57 (9th February 1857) which was 

headed: 

"WHEREAS it is ~xf,)edient fo ~rovide the means 'for a 
complete Registers of Title td:Lands, Births, Deaths, 

Bapt fsm$'~ Ma r r i ages, and ot he r inat t. rs of'" He ~ Ma jest y' s 
, , 

subjects in the Colony of Sier~.Leone, whereby evidence 

'of title toptoperty may' be mOt-e easily obtained and 
• ".~ , . ;; ~. .' .. t . ,.' ..' • \ 

statist1'ca1 information aff'orded for purposes of public 

interest and utilit'y, and whereby also crime may be more 
readily discovered andrnere effiCiently suppressed ..... 

The act provided for a Regi~trar-G.nera1 (appOinted by 

the Governor) and also for,Registrars of births anddeafhs for 
p:a rt i cu lar areas ( aga in appo i nted by the Gove rnor ). 

""0: 

These 
Registrars were ,td~be helped by Officers ot the ~olice force 

who were required to inform the Registrar of any birth or 

death in"a giVen 'district. Durable books ,were scheduled and 

specific' items required to be listed for t)ot'h births and 
, . 

deaths. The time allowed for registrati6~ was,shorf~~~d and 

penalties increased (to five pounds) and in general a complete 

system for registration' was enacted in which little was now 

left in doubt, eittler'regarding the registrar's duty or 

conc.rning the need for promptre~fistration- of'every vital 
event'." " 

. ", 

With two minor amendments (22nd 'February 1858' and 28th 
Septemb~r1869) this Ordinance end~red until 1883 wheh'(on 9th 
November) an Act to arnl:md'the 18570rdinanc';' was passed. The 

1883 Act required 'the ':e'g;stration of births within 42 days, 
permitted the regist~r' to ~rder people in defaul~ to attend 
hi~ offite, required the 

'c'areful'lY of "every bi rth' 
registrar . 'to inform' himself 

in his distrfct ~ made certain 
•. :1 .... '"" A. < 

; ,' . 

.. , , 
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provisions fbr fees for 'registration, laid down procedures for 
" . '. . . ' ." ;..'" < '" ... .,. , "';"" "'~.~ ~ 
-', late registrationS,illegit"imafe children, and alterations or 

,'" insertions,iof name's. O'eaths were' similarly cov.red~ with 

' ... i 

particular attenfioh paierin t,he Ordinance to burials th~ role 
6'~He'Cor6netCa~d ~au~.s ~~}~eath. "The actual fees ~~~able 

'tbregistrars were fist'edih' a further;;;Orairiance on 9t;h May 
,b ~ 1'5 ;;; if: 

1884 (e.g. 2p for each birth and death registeredL- Two 

amendment s to the 1883 Act were passed on 2nd ,Mar,C;,h 1,893 and 
fo Januar'y, 1895"resp~ctivelY. They concerned the appOintment 
of registrars 4ri~ specific registration areas as well as a 
further d.l';neation of' the 'duties of"registrars. 

On the 2nd December~;'19b5'abi1l entitled 'the births and 
deaths reg'i st ration c6riso1 idat ion and amendment' ordinance 
'1905' was l:)rdpOs~d'.Af£er discus~ion however' the bill was 

"withdt<&Wn on 12th May f906'anda further bill put forward 
(wi t H'the salne't i tl e) 'on '30th July' 1906. the major part of 

'thi s Ordinance' follo~ed the sam~ pattern as the 1883 
, .... ,. . .. ':tl" 

Ordi n'ance. ' In Sect i on V however t he-re was a paragraph on 

Permissiv~ Regist'rlhion: 
" ' .. :' 

"In th& case 'of 'bi rthsof deaths"o,ccurring ~utside the 
Oistrfcts t~ which this Ordinance:applies ~~t~er in the 

"tb10Iiyor':~rotectorate 'any person, who, 'if such birth or 
~eath'had ~ccur~ed;wi~hin any' such district, would have 
been' requi-red"to inform ;'t'he Regi st rar, may, if he so 

. ' 

thinks fit, inform the Local Registrars shall register in 
after appointed of such birth or death, 'and such Local 

, 
Reg'istrars shall register particulars required to be 

. 'I .. 

registered ••. 

" 'At:companying this Ordinan~e was a fist of Regul~ations for 
the" Reg; st ~at ;on01 Bi rths' and Deaths (R8gul at ion No.6 of 8th 

'July', 1905).' 'i"he~ed'etai1'ed' the precise duties of Registrars 
) . 

and methods of entering particulars etc. in the registers. By 
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1913 however there was considerable ill-feeling against the 
',' f90e)'Ordinance' and a (desir.- tS' return to the compu'l-spry 

registration of the 1883 ACt.;<The ill-feeling ;s best 

descri bed by t he words of 't heAt torney General in ask i"g 1 eave 
,of the Council on 6th June 1913 to intro:CWce an ·Ordinance to ~ 

"',"' 

':consolidate and Ulend the law relaffng to Birth. and Deatlls·. 
He sa i d : ;" .. 

....... 

"Prior to N~.*cdf 190~, the Ordinance under whiCh~ the 
'registration' "of 8irttis and" Deaths takes place, 
registration of Bir'ths and Deaths throughout the Co'lony 
was compulsory and gratuitous, and had been so since 
1857. The old law was altered by the Ordinance of 1906, 

" 

\ " ,'r ':; ~. 

.J 

1 \':~ 

'~hich required compulsory regi~tration only in Freetown. 
It is indeed ~ntended by this bill to'repea1 Ordinance 
No.9 of 1906, under ~hfcW't~gistration at present i~kes 

pl'ace escape registrat'ion throughout the whole 'of "the 
Col Qny' ..• Part 4 is 'r'n~w and is to apply only to Freetown 

'Where it is considEired that a number of bi rths at present 
':.~dape registration'. It provides for the appointment of 

a Registrar's Officer, whose du~y it will be to find out 
all births, and for this purpose he is given certain 
powers." Still 'b't rths which at present are not 

registered, are to be' registered in the same way as other 
births.iNo dead body of' still born is to 'b'e buried 

without ah order signed by the Regi~trar or the Coroner. 
The, Medieal authorities' consider' this Part of the 
Ordinan'ce very important, and the provi sions wi 11 allow 
of moreaccurat'einformat ion ,being obtained for the 
purpose of pre~ar:ing Vital Statistics". 

The Act was passed on the 25t,h June 1913 (Ordinance 1'3 of 
191'3)' and remains the' basis of the present laws on 

'" registration (with' the 'important exception of registration in 
: the provi nces) • 
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'. ·FrC!)m this':(Jfite 1 enwar<t __ :"M$di'cal Sta'tist'icsin fact; show a 

marked· im·p'rovement·; 'espec'ialffyas theM;'nistry"o''':Health was 

now' actively involved in the 'compilation of th:e r6ports on 

" ' births anddeat'hs·. Follow'ing the Ordinance p'reliminary 'to the 

preparation of a revised 'edition of· the laws '1n'1924 an 

Ordi nanc;. was passedon'7th Oecem6er '1929 amend; ng' c&rt ain 

.' : sections of the 1'91'3 Act ..··"'Health~·Di st r i ct s' weren'6w the 
Y: )-:. ~"' '( 

'·,basi·s for the areas covered by the given registrar's)and the 

sect;ons ofregi~tr~t10n in the Protectorate was again 

.': . amended. The law now:permitt'ed the'Governor irf Council't:m the 

. request of the ·pa't8:rnount Chie'f concerned ;by Order to "1:t~'c:l are 

thatthe,prov"sfonsof the (1913) Ordfnanc:e';:;shouldapply to 

all nat.ives :bar:;,. or dying in any Health Dist~ict!i'n the same 

'manner as theY·'applied.in sOCh a District'· in th.···coldn:>< The 

first· ·su<:h order'; n Counc''''' was pas:sad' on 30t h ':o·ec·emb.rr' 1930 

and another maj'or' Orderw8:s also 'passed ; n' :Sept·8mbt.:,. "1935. 

The latter Order"(No:. 12 "of 1935,-defined the Colony (for 

registration purposes) 1 nt o· t h,~ fo 11 owi'ng '-d;1"st r i ct s: 

Freetown, Wilberforce, Regent, Kissy,Wellington,. Hasting, 

Wat&rloo', SongoTown, Makomba, RtJssell , 'Kent, York, Sussex, 

Hamilton, 'Tassoh IsHlna"~ Sherbro Judicial Disfr;ct:~·';.n;d the 

'B·anan.· Islands. 

Also in' 1935 (Order 'No. 20), on 21 at:· November the 

foHowing Chiefdoms"were req'uired to" have compulsory 

registrat~on of birth~ and deat~s: North~r~ Province - Bake 

Loke); Bombali'Sebora;' Gowa:t1lJ.t1i / c Magbema, Warawara Yagala; 

Southern Province - Bagru; Dase; Gandima; Gbema; Jawi'; Kakua; 

Kongbora; Luawa; Lubu; Mongowa; Panga; Ribbi; Upper Bambara. 
, .~~)~~. 

Newton was added to the list for the Cd'lony in 1946 (Cf. P.N. 

No. ,·52·Of··1946) as were--Goderich (Cf.P~N.No 70 of 1946) and 

Campbell Town' (P.N.13 of 1955). 

The' rerl'lafni I'\g laws 0":: fhe regi st rat i on of' bi rt'hs and 

detlths'in the:Cou-n-try"C:oncern the·additions; and amendmerits to 
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these lists of compulsory areas, apart that is from th. major 
. . .... ,'. . ; ..•. ," . '.. .... '0... " ..... :.,' "> :: ,::', .. ;. ! ; 

'.' Ordinance on Regfstratfon",n theProtectorate in 1~48 (No. 14) 
• ' .. ~: ': ". '. ," .; : ",;, • t' . ,'.' I> ' .. '~" ..... ,. , ' , 

whfChcame:rtrit'o effect'on '1 st . January l' 951 • Th i s Ordinance 

.' restated that the Gov~rri6r~~ 60unc~~ 6~~ld ie~ui;~ s~e~ified 
. , . , . . ~"'" .:". :'" '.,:: '.' . ~ 

'Chiefdoms . to register' vUal . events. The six Chiefdoms 
. ,~ . ·.pecifie'd in the initial order (P •• L132·~of· 1'950) were 

. ,. : . Magbema ~>JaW.f',·' Nongowa, " Nimi -KOroJOng' and'Ka i'yamba. Panga-
• . -~ . .'" .l • . . ~ ,-' .. ' " -. . • • 

, Kabon'de was added to the Ust by an Order in 1955 (P.N. No 105 

.. ,' of 1955Y'and then'in 1962 1'~ further Chiefdoms in the Kailahun 

. District of the'~'astern Province were 'added: Dla, Jaluahun, 
. , .. ' ~ 

'Uppe'r Jaw;', L'owei)\J'awf, Kiss;' Kama, 'kis~i' Tang, Kissi Tungi, 

Luawa, Malema, Man'du;,Lpejewa, Benguia~'lipper 8ambara, 'Yawei. 

Also ';;n'1962 (P.". 3 of 1$62)' two, Chiefdoms i'n the Northern 

", , Pr'ovfrice were' tequir'.'(f t~'have compulso'ry registration. These 

were Maforkiand 'Maramp'a Mas iniehl.' More'Orders soon followed 

wherebySamu' C'hie"fd6mwas declarec, compul~ory(p.N. 84 of 
.• ! > ': . .!: 1;': ', ... 

1962} as well aj;;Makeni Township' in the Bombali Sebora 

I';': : Chhtfdom 'f(P.N.'144'of 1"98·2} • 
.. ~ -:. ': ", . 

", , 

3.3' 

At' t'he present't lme thereforeregi'~trat i~n of bi rths and 
, , . 

: deat hs'i s colnJ)u,l sorY'i n ai f 'Dist rict.s' 'of" the Western Area 

(including the Sherbro Judicial District) "'ancf in 23 Chi~'fdoms 
'. ..' ... ,,' . \>. 

in the Provinces. The 2.3 Chiefdoms are: all 14 Chiefdoms in 

the Kailahun District; Nongowa, Kaiyamba, Jong, Maforki, 

Ma'rarnpa "'asim.ra~'Magbema; ':Pan~a kabonde:Nimi-K~;~ and Samu 

Chi ef"doms ."''In additfon"4Town"Councl f ar~~'s':'( Bo Town , Kenema 
• 'j :', ,J 

, . Town, 'Makeni Town and Ko'fdu-New Sembehun Town) are c'ompul,sory 

regis~tation are~s. 

," ; ,'THE 'PRESENT: LAWS 
".,,: These therefore are the areas and Districts of Si,erra 

",\;'l;' Leorie in 'which registration is compulso~y. It must be 

remembered however that 'the 'fragmentary development of 

registration has still left the country with large areas in 

'''':'':':wtH'~H 'r'egi"stritiCm l's'~optional :;' There are thus,~ith'~refore two 
';~ .. ;';,:' ; ,~'.,,:f·:. '~ ...... " ': .. ~. ~~,,,' ~.~. ~-' ,~: .• ~~'/ ..,;.., ' .:;.~ '.' 
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, sef,)arate ·5ySt ems' of .'. reg i st'rati on 'ir'!the count ry at t he mOment: 
;: ,." ..... , 

·fr.··· :A. compulsory system under'which·a.ll births, st1'1l"births' 
and deat:hs ·ar. by law to be registered; ·this system 

"'.: governed'by Cap. 92' of th.Laws of S+.;rra'· 1..8:0n8 1980 
.. ;, operates' on'lyih the western' Ar'ea 'and Sherbro Urban 

:} :,' [H st r1'ct . . .... 
',' ., 

2. A 1argel y opt ional system in the rest of the count ry 
(again'uhder ·the Laws of'Si.Jr'ra Leone 1960 but Cap. 93). 

Under this system however' the· 23 Chiefdoms listed above 
;) '~::' ., and' the 4 Town Counci 1 . a reas'are des i ghat ad as comp,", 1 sory 

", '. regi st tat ion "·areas.· These two separat e '. systeMS have 

"d·ifferent types of Birth"eertificates'and two t}ipes of 
, Death Certificates~ Also·a birth clnbe registered in 
·the Western "Area ·anytime'after'it has occurred, e.g~ even 
'up to 100 year's or mote with an affidavit to' support the 

:'. date, and a lIlte registration fee of Le1.00. ··In the 

Provinces the Upper limit is s.~en years. Remuneration 
to . ReO'fstrats also diff'e,.s' in' the two areas of the 

~:'''; 'coontry.· Another s-fgnifican·tdifference· involves the 

attitude o'f the people. In the We'stern Area compulsory 
registration is accented as a normal dut:yl'b1 a clftizen. 
In the Provinces ·however registratioi'l' is'~still higarded 

. with skept'fcism and 'isconsequently much Hiss complete 

and effective. ,.:, 

While Sierra Leone has a long tradition in regist'ering 
births and deaths, registration coverage and completeness has 
rema i ned low. Some of t he reasons for· t,h is have been the 

I 

'$)(·:;;stei'l'ce of twei different' registration systems in the 
':'Country, . the 1ac·l(of trained,·p~r-sormel and the lack of 

. adeqtnste civi 1 'regist rat ions' methods and 'procedures. In 'order 
:·1toifnprove·· tegistration coverage 'and completeness, the 
!'Government submi'lteda proposal, ,to UNFPA· to support the 
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... development of a. new system for;:.cjv; l,re.9tstr.tiqn~nd Vital 

Statistics and to test it in a model area. The project was 
.' ~ ... 1 ' ;'mplemented in Sierra Leone :in! 1-980,u.nder ,th.Ea su.pervi~,'on of 

it UN· Adviser for aduration'.;of18. ·months, •. Several other 

M;'Ssionsb-ased on similar' project·s follow.d thereaf,ter and the 

.... , present'activities,ofCivil Registr.atoion.·. in'Si,Earra Leone 'are 

in accordance wi t h the recommendat ions of th.s., ,JAi ss ions; as .. "', 

contained in the Births and Deaths Registration Act of 1983 • 
. ' ,'"{ ~ ~ " '!~. , • " " 

3.3.1·(' ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENT OF THE SYSTEM, 

'.{ .' :.. 

" 

: .... ", 

a) INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK 

The Civil Registry: now has four tier.:;hierarQhical arrangement. 

Below the Deputy Chief Medical Of:f:icer,who .. ,J.; statutorily 

Chief Registrar of Birtha and Deaths. in Sier~a Leone, is the 

DEPUTY CHIEF REGISTRAR who is responsi bl e for the day t'o day 

work of the Registry. ' .. He has immedia,tely belo,w' him 4 SENIOR 

RE(USTRARS who are at pr.ovi nc i a 1 "1 eve 1-. The lowest wrung of 

this four tier arrangement is occupied by the REGISTRARS OF 

'BIRTHS AND DEATHS who· are also gazetted Government Off i cers at 

:District Level. The present,:estabHshmentlproYides for six of 

them.'Theyare to serve ,as.Registrars for Greater Freetown 

and' four other urban areas in ,the country Bo, Ma~eni, Koidu 

and Kenema. The rural ,&r.eaSl~ ar.e serviced: by Part-time 

Registrars: appointed . ,by Governmen,t.,.on nomin'ation of the 

Ctiiefd·o~ 'Elders andin,;the case of the, .. Western Area, the 

Village Area Committee. These Offic'ialsare given a small 

allowance by the Central Government {See Appendix II i.e. of 

Si e'rta Leolie}. ". 
".1il"" 

'i "b) THE FIELD S~T UP 

, , ~';" 

"T'he ·three Pr; nci pal Medi cal Off1 cers, act ' .. as .' IF I ELD CO-

"·ORDINATORS.· Thei:"o.cal authorities -cont;inua, ,to be responsible 

for regi st ration·':;but the 'Government provi des major sl,.lperyi sory 

-r'o'l"efth'rotigh the'Senior and Distr;ct ~ •. gistrars as well as 

'through the' Government. paid Registrar;s. .The system of 
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,..J: ;Ch:fefdamRe,.g·ts'tlrars;'bwttr"$'Sed 'by Cler..i.(:aV,Petsor'nel in the 

.? ; "'Regi)st,r;'Y iOfflfce ,form"the'baakbone 'of· Regi st rat ion i.n .. the Rural 

~,,:. Areu' wi,t'tl ' the ,v.i 1,1 age: H8'A;ds, , i nvested, with ,the:.>dfgnit Y of 

bein,g ,informed of,,":cal1: Bf rt;h."~')Deathsand Sti ll·'Bi rths'which 

occur in thei r: respectii.ve ~owns, ,vi 11 ag,es Or'inalft' ets. To 

,.date" no systelNlttcstudy,has been undertaken .to'~determine the 

it'! . s1.ze.of the ave:ragepopu,lationserved by a registration'unH. 

'. -, Rather:',Registr.ars"':are. ass'fgned to ·admini .... t.rativeunits. 

. ."~' " 

c )PROCEQURES FOR REGISTRATION", .... 

The Births and Deaths Act of 1983 provides under Part III 

the procedures and instance of .. vary-ing,: ,Bi rths:and "Deaths 

. , reg,i st rat,i on c.i:rcumst ances throughout t he count ry.' Part I I of 

this regulation .• ,rovides ·;that:-
.'.1 '. ' .. ,., " i -' 

"(2) Every Registrar shall ,without fee or:r,eward, 'renter 

in the register maintained for the purpose all 

'info,rmat ion. given, to him,. ,,~"" •••• :and shall take steps to 

inform himsel fill:i(:arefull y ot, every bi rt hand ,e'Very death 

whichtake~,plac~ in his, jurisdiction, and to: ascertain 

and register the particulars required,to be registered" • 

. All :informlit ;,on ;re:gardi ng, :bi rt,hs and",deaths are gi ven by 

the infO.rmant (in', cert,ain cases supported ·b~~"'a Medical 

Certificate.)' ,~ither orally ;or in writ·ing" accorctt'ng to the 

, best ,of .bis/her knowledge/"and bel.ief",w:ithin 30, days of a 

,birth and .. 14 days ,of a death;, to the,Re,gistrar of· the several 

particulars required to be entered in the:Forms prescribed 

under the Act - See Appendices A,B,C,D.E,F,G & H. 

\ 

Prescribed la,te of d,layed Registration fee is payable, 

together with the production of an· affidavit made before a 

notary public or any officer authorized by the Act. These 

.' fees are mi n;mai' :.:and do .. not,.seem:~to serve as an impediment in 

the Regi8tr.t,i(!u\F:exerct$e~ ;;.l'LI:,; 
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Vital .ev:e,ntsof births, and deaths are ,registered by'place 
"of.occurrence as every Registrar .hasan of1·i-ce,1n the local 

: .. ~ c.' . .' 

'; .:. ' 

area for ~hich he. is appointed. Birth Certificates are',issued 
after each birth registration exercise/.,is.completed. These 
certificates are always required. for a ; variety of civil 
fUl')ct ions such as bapt i 8m of. chil d·ren and,. for adm; ssi on to 

. schools anc:1Qther t.,stitutions among ,others:. ". Burial .. permits ,. ''\ 
~re only i ssuedon the product,ion of the· n .• cessary Oeath 
Certificate which is obtained' after the registration 
procedures have beenfullX.Jlc:.co.rnPli she~ - Se. Append; X·I. 

d) CIVIL REGISTRATION ,ARCHIVES 
Provi,s,ion for the maintenance of records.and St'atistics 

of the Civil Registration System in .S.,'ferraleoneare. set out 
in Part IV of the Births and Oeaths Registration Act of 1983 
~hi~h, reads inter ,11a:';' 

"20 (1) Ev.ry Registrar sha,llkeep in the prescribed 

form a regi ster .;;of bi r~hs and de.ths for the reg; st rat ion 
area o.r any. :p"4;nt, thereof in relation to which he 
exercises juris.di-,ction .. , I:: 

(2) The Chief Regist,!,ar shall cause to be printed and 
supplied a sufficient·,numbe.:r of register books for, making' 
entries of births and deaths according to such form~,and 
i nst ruct ions as may of such forms sha " be post ed in, some 
conspicuous place,.on, or near the outer door of every 
Regist rar" . " 

Search of births and deaths register are made subject to 
rules including rules relati,ng to the' payment of: fees and 
postal charges any person may ~ 

.. ( 

i ,;",(a) C:,a\.lse a S,earch to .be .. made by the Registrar for any 
entry in a register ofbirt,hs and ,;deaths;and ., 
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(tn Obfai n' an' extract 'from such 'tegist'er ral at i ng'to any 
birth 'or :death. 

"21. (2) All extracts given under this section shall be 
certified by the Registrar or any other officer 
authorized by the Minister to give' such extracts, and 
shall be admissible in evidence f,or the purpose of 
proving the birth or death to which the entry relates. 

Every Registrar sends, to ,the Chief Registrar or the 
Central Registry in Freetown, returns regarding the entries of 
births and deaths in the register 'kept by such Registrar at 
such intervals and in ~uch fotms as may be prescribed. The 
information i'n such returns are then compiled and published 
for information of the public, a statistical report on the 
registered births and deaths during the year or such other 
period 'as may be prescribed. 

e) USES OF REGISTRATION RECORDS 
Hence, for planning purposes, data on civil registration 

serve as a basis for policy formulation and decision making 
which attempt to throw light on the current population growth, 
its geographical distribution, age and sex distribution its 
social and economic characteristics, such as education, 
housing and medical facilities. It also provides information 
on cUrNtnt levels and trends of fertility and mortality. 

f) ASSESSMENT OF THE CIVIL REGISTRATION SYSTEM 
The Births and Oeaths Registration Act of 1983 has been 

accompli.sh'ed providing the legal framework of registration to 
take place nation-wide under a new unified system. While the 
achievement took longer than expected, causing major delays in 

I 

the implementation of registration activities, progress is now 
possible to register vital e~ents uniformly throughout Sierra 
Leone. The problems and difficulties concerning th, 
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'. st.rengt.h,eni 119 ,and .x'p~ns;i,on, of .:t he"Ci,vi 1, ,Reg:i st tat ion syst em 
in Sierra Leone are partly of <anor,-anizational and 
administrative nature and partly related to trained personnel. 
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YITbL REGISTRATION SYSTEM 
4.1 AN OVERVIEW 

i ,,~ , 

4.2 

In gen'eral, vital st"at'isticselicompasses the registration 
of bi rths, de.ths, marriages and 'di'vor:cre'soriginated to meet 
publi c and private' needs for' perm'anent' 'legal record'S"Of 'these 
events, and these' n,eeds continue 'to' be verYimp'brtant. 
However" equally important 'are the " Ci.mands for useful 

, statistics that' have come from the fields :01 public health, 
1 i fe insurance, med1 cal,' research and popuHh ion"lln',l ysi's. 

The face,that the vital record is a goodleg&l document 
'limits the amount and kind of nonlegalinformati'on that c~n be 
tncluded i.n it,,; The' method is a1soaffectecf; by' the number and 
varietyof'persons i'nvolved in registering the events. 
Moreover, if events andth.iras~oc1at~dcharact~rist'ic~ are 
registered near the time of occurrence, completeness of 
reporting and accuracy of in'formati'onare potential1'y greater 
than if reporting depends upon a later visit or letter from an 
enumerator ori nt!erview$r' andreca'll; of the fac'ts of the 
respondetits. '... , v. 

,:' ; '1 .', •• ~": r ~~ 

COLLECTION OF VITAL STATISTICS 

Vital statistfes syst1tms a'11 over"differ in the amount of 
authority given to the collecting agency, the degree of 
national centr~lization of itsorgant~ation and the type of 
agency carrying out the programme. 

In Sierra leone regi'strat ion' of vi'tal " .vents are 
compartmentalized. Birth'ahd death registration are ha'ndled by 
the Civil' Regi,st'rat10n Office 'whilst marriages and divorces 
are the ' prerogative of the' Registrar Gen'er'al's"Off;c~. Under 
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both systems, it is legally binding and compulsory to register' 
or report all vital events within specified time periods (Act 

. No. 11 of 1983) ~ , 

Data collection of vital events is the legal 

.re.~ponsibility of these,.:nation.al registration 'offices. The 
Central Statistics Offic., .. as the coordinating agency of all 
st at i sti ca 1 act i vi t fes in t he count ry co 11 at es, processes and 
disseminate through t.,e, publishing of The Vjtal Statistics 
Report in collabora~ion.with the Me.dical Statistics Unit in 

(the Department of Health. This activity has collapsed 
; ... :- ,;I " \ 

altogether and the last report is for December~ 1976~ 
.;;. .. . I "': ," i. : ~.. " ":' . 

. No~etheless, the administration. of census-e., ana periodic 
demogr~phic and health surveys makes retrospective enquiries 
in to all v·ital events preceding the survey. The information 

" ,,~ 

is processed and a demographic profile of the fertility and 
mortality scenario is establi~hed • 

.. 
4.3 USES O~ VITAL STATISTICS 

.',,' .: :,. 

" 

The vital stat.istics compi led by the registration office 
.~ . " . 

since the last issue in 1976 have not been fully utilized as 
would have been expected. The Evaluation Mission of 1984 
concluded that: i., 

" . The regist.re~ rates are not eve~ remotely 
re.alistic except in the Western Area wl'lere 
cO,mpleteness may have reached'the 70 - 80 percent 
range ..... .:.", . 

Thus, much rel i ance is mad:e. on survey report s as rel i ab 1 e 

estimates of vital events has.· b.«um made for<the country. With 
t he except i on of b i .rt hs and d.atha, no Quant ftat i ve anal ys is .' . . 

has ever been dcme. Q.t'l vi~.l ev.nts,,(marriages,,·divorces, etc.) 

..... 
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"in s~~rt, the ~~tual~s. ~ad. of th~s. r.co~ds is pur.ly 
legalist'i'~ and c administrative as it .... lat.s to inh.ritance 
~~e$t i on~,\ at c ~1 f"Th is unde rscores the fact that t"e cove rage of 
the 'sys't;~Ht is 'grossly li~ited:Moreov.r, majorhy o'f' the 
marriages and divorces in the country are contracted through 
the traditional rites and these are mostly not registered. 

ASSESSMENT OF THE SYSTEM 

The development of a viable civil and vit.l registration 
system in Sierr'a Leone has been beset with several problems. 
These includes: 

1 Allocation of insufficient funds to this actiVity/sector 
by the nat ional government. Schemes to improve and expand 
the system cannot be impl emented wi thout the ini t i al 
outlay of substantial funds. 

2 Lack of mot ivat ion on the part of the publ i c. The 
benefits 01 the vital records and statistics are not so 
self-eVident, _specially to rural dwellers. Thus, there 
is need to educate t he pub 1 i c about their uses and 
benefits. 

3 Problems connected with the registration officials. The 
status, condition of service and expertise of the civil 
registration officials in the country must be improved. 

4 Administrative management problems. This is apparent 
especially in the areas of coordination and supervision. 

5 Problems of rural areas. Like many African countries, the 
rural areas have been neglected for a very long time. 
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This is 1I!,~re il';\ th~. ~rea. o,f cov.et~~e. 
• < ~ • ",' 

," . u' I n add i t,i 01';\ t Q th~$e prob} ems, bas i c .:C?t?stac 1 es have 

impeded effic.iency in the system • . T.~ese relate ·to the 

defi c; enc; es of, the curreF;\t reg; st rat ion: .. 1 aws, 109; s,t; ca 1 ';",', 

,\ .. , probJ.ems an.~ the .g,ene'-:,a1 il.H,teracy of the popu1at,ion~. w: 

'. -', , ~ .::. .. : ':.r '; 
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CHAPtER':' '. 5' . ,.;,.,'; 

5.1 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
. . The'Civil Registration system in S-ierra Leone'should aim 

, ,,'. ilt establi s-h'ing . a Nat ;'onwi de Bi rth and De.at h ' Regi st rat ion 
>f .;~~~ i 

"system capabl. of carryfHg" birth and i'death l':!8gistration 
:.I?, f~ , 

!. 1a~iltttes to the: nearest diat_nc~ ofthe0~ntire;Pbpulation. 
,c,' This is to establish'in'the"dountry:an efficient birth and 

'death regtstrati6nrecords-~ystem 'f~r the 'entire population, 
and ·it· is also 'to' p'roduc'e Vf,talStati.stt,cs data ·of a high 

degree of efficiency for deriving reliable estimates of the 
;\ .... ','country"s population, ·for."evaluating the countrY'~!s national 

population programmes and for planning·the country's SOCial, 

. economic and health devel,opment· programmes.' However, this 

'cannot b~ achieved in ~ sho~t p~riod. To achieve these long 

·term'ob'jectives, it is recommended that a top pr,io:ftity phased 
programme of g·radua 1 expansion . of the re-gi strat i on services 

should be planned and rigorously be followed. At the same 
time, the Births and Deaths Office~ !should concentrate to 

, 
further ·'improve the re:gistrat'ion system in the rur.al and urban 

: .} .' areas: of' the· count t·y.···: 

--' " ... 

. ·Thi··s review would ·reveal the·organi.zational deficiencies, 
operational short ·comings and th'. t.echf1\rical imperfections in 

the eivi 1 Reg'istrat·;.on 'proc·ess. and should answer the speci fic 

question: Has the Act accomplished the task for which it was 
. . . des; gnad? ., ., ;1." .;, .,' . , ~l 

(i) ADMINISTRATIVE AND LEGAL FACTORS 
a. Whi le Government has given its ass.ent to the :Vital 

.... ·Statist·ies andCi,v·il .. Registration· p'rogramme by ratifying 
I 

·the Births ;and ll)eathsRegistr4tion-.Act,· 1983 (No. 11 of 

1983) ,thusshowing its commttme.nt, the lack of requiSite 
':.' . financial and· per.sonne' ·;'j;r.esources provi.ded to the 

programme ,is:, ind·i,cat·ive of ,·the low.pr.ior-ity. given to it. 
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Government should t.he.t.f.or;.8;)·.9ive adequate budgetary and· 
~. ,.... . ~ .. - " ' 

personnel support to the. programme • 

. " .,:", 

·.\·';·b .. ,:. ,The:·'provision of;· re:9istration·of:f;~.e~ wit~."th~ necessary 
-'" '1.(: ,'equipment 'andlogistics easily, '. aC.ceS:'&1;ble t.O :.very ~ 

segment· ·of tne .popu 1 at i on is;. the f i rst,st ep. ~o!lards 

. ,.securing complete registration.,. If.an individual·must '-, 
'travel a -long distance at some inconvenience and exp,nses 
,tQhimself.in order to register an event., ,he will:~~nd to 
,neglect Ntgistration entirely or, at best, to delay it. 

';:{ '·c." The machinery f·or, registration at rural le,vels; "e.ds 
.: . 'closer 'attention- with the arrangements impr~lVed, 

:. 'st,rengthenecland, expanded ,by including other, health 

I)". i "'i'functionaries within the Primary Health Care.:Sy.tem. 
i~~:·\,,,;,'This would ,provide· closer su.pervision and monitori'ng of 
,?>" .. " -\' re'gistrat ion i.·n the rural areasof. .. ;,t h~count,ry • 

1;";:":' ..... , 

~;' •. f: a~' .~, . Th'e ::'ne8d,'~for . cOntinued and long-term tra; ning of 

registration functionaries and 'Oat. Proce8singPersQnnel 
was recogn i zed in reconrnendat ion 80 of t he forme r UN 

'Chief Techn'i.cal Adviser!s:fi,,'al"report, techniques o~ 

, 'cont fnuous. moni tori ng and per.i,odiceva luati em. .1 sQmeeds 
'::.' ·,t:o be,add,ed ,to .the .training ·;programme. 

\.; . 
" " . 

b. A Technical Expert to supervise monitor and.evalu.t,e the 
progress of fhe progranrne is desirable. 

~ ; " ,. ~L.·';'!. .. ',- . . ,,".',' ... ~. '~.,'< : 

'.1' "(ii i) ,', ·THE iPUlllC \ '.'; 

;:!' : '.: a. -'. ' Improvedaccess·i.bi licty to th.a pub.lic ,'requi res,: ext ensi ve 
.-•• - I .. : pu·bl icity~~campaign' to ."du·cat". ',and mot:iva:t,e t'he pu·bl icon 

~.: .,~, ,'" · r!8gi·.trationmatter$,· promoting registration through 
It'': 'perauas'ion' by dernandi·.ng, the certificates in various 

:i;' "'·st.ages of publ·ic If.fe~proper·inaintenanc.of registration 
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records for issue on demand and periodic evaluatio~ of 
the registratiol'l$ystemto the compilation of statistical 
p'ubl i cat ion. 

b.' The lack of status of registrar;s' "has" been cited as a 

major ~ause of difficulti. ~he post'~f registt~r>.hould 

be one of importance in the communify'so' that 
registration is an acknowledged and willingly accepted 
obligation'among ,the publ ic. 

, " 
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-r 

·SCdal No. -~ 

..... 

f'RtP,uJliL 'I 

r\- • . r.'( f~\' I . t..-- t"'t,.J.J -, 
'II!' • '- _ ca., 

· OlLc. ofOiier
Department .01 

Jurca .l!.t6nt 

Birth CcrtJfiate· No.----

This is to certify that N~ofQi)d . : 

~M~----------------------------Fuh ........ NOlber 

md~-----------------------FuII ..... oI PaIhcr 

Be N2 2~ 

JjJ< 

NatioDadit) of NothIr 

NatioMlily of FadIcr 

8.m. 
wasbomon 1§ at p.m. 

Time of birtb MoDdl JAr 

at ,L 

This ovent was registered at}! , hi Registry VoJutr.'" Nn .. 
~.stiuo Canrc 

Page No •. ---- "t of the Register or Births in the Republic of Sien 

Wimess my hand this ,L day of. IS 

: Olicilll sCIlr 0*/ brill. 
I 

: Ci.P,OJaoa.J3IIUOCVUJ. • 



~... .- .':" - ~6 APPENJ)\)( 
..... ::". 

.. !Republic 01 Siena Leone C.R.Form 

OFFICE OF CHIEF REGISTRAR OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS 
'\ 

LIVE BIRTH RECORD AEGlSTAATlON NO. 

'~ I I ekl 1. Place of Registration 
~ 

~ " Registration Centre .. 
", 

~ 
'" I I 

i 
District ' Chiefdom TownMllage 

, For LegIII Amendmlnla only' I 'CHILD 

2:', Names and Surname 
" a.m. I 19 3. Tim~ and Date of Birth: I 

Time p.m. Day Month --vw-
4. Sex: 0 Male q Female 

5. Place of Birth:, I I 
'. DIstrIct Chiefdom 'IilwnlVlllllge 

" 

II MOTHER 

6~ Names and Surname 
" 

6(a).Malden surname 

7. Age at time of delivery years 

8. Usual place of residence (full addf8S$): 

9. ltibelNationality: 

10. "JYpe of delivery: o Single o Multiple; if multiple, Registration Number(s) of other chJld(reI 
j' 

I I 

III FATHER 

11. Names and Surname ,. 

12. Age at time of this birth years , 

13. ltibelNationality_ 
" 

14. Usual residence: o Same as in 8 o Different from 8; give full address 
c 

" . , 
.... u.· ••• ) 

) 

IV INFORMANT, , 
" 

15. Names and Surname \. 
16. Full address (if different from 8) \ 
17. Capacity: o Parent o Midwife o Med. Attendant Other (specify}. 

18. Proof of occurrence of event (specify details) \ 
.\ 

; 

The information given ,above is true to the best of my knowledge. 

Signature or left thumb print of Informant 

19. Date of Registration: --'-=-_ I I .1L-
Day Moron YeM 



C.R.Forml ". J1 'p P eNS)) ~ - \ C t ~publicof Sit~~a .Leone , ' / 
, OFFICE OF CHIEF REGISTRAR OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS 

'\ 

COh ""' lENTlAL LIVE BIRtH STATISTICAUNOTIFICATION-9EPORT , REGISTRATION NO. 

1. Regl8tration Centre ~ -! ,---=:---:-:--
District -----::C"....,.hietdo~m-- '-'- ·T~IIIag8-.l 

-"- --r--------r-FiJiiiiii9ii-
____ ,--.l. _,~ __ 

Day Mo~ ~ 

o 1.~81e 02. Female " ---,=--,"""",,"-,---
TownNIIlage 

.' .----- --J.-I 

... 
--~~----I-·--=Ch~~~~~-J~~~IIIAn. 
h.....~~,.__---- .... ----r-m~~~ 

1. Single 0 2. lWin 
o 3. Other (specify) -----i~--

o 2. Midwife 0 3. M8dical Attendant 

o 1, TBA 0 2. Midwife 
o 3. Medical Attendant ' 
o 4. Other 

29. Date of Registration 

1. Primary 
3. University 

schooling 

~1A";' ment Hospital 
MiAl!l.inn Hospital 

Health Institution 
Home 

(specify) 

28. Signature with date , 

FuR Name and signature of Registrar 



1\ Q P~IJ) l'f... - 'D I !Republic 01 Su't'ta Leone 
!~ll· . t." 1'1. . OFFICE OF CHIEF REGISTRAR OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS 

L.ATE-FOETAt De;~"ft I (STILl.rBIRTH) 
CONFIDENTIAL STATISTICAUNOTIFICATION·REPORT 

1. RegIstration Centre I I I 
District Chiefdom 

I. FOETUS 

I I 
Month Year 

02. Female I 
Chiefdom 

_
_ "",="",!"":",,..--_ I __ ~-::-:---,._ I _--::::---:-:-:::-__ 

Chlefclom· 

_----,,,.,.....,..,-__ I _~,.-...,..,..--__ I _-=-,,~___ 0 same 
Chiefdom 

" 0 1. Single 0 2. Twin o 1. Government Hospital 
03. Other (spscify) _____ -/-__ o 2. Mission Hospital 

o 3. Other Health Institution 
o 4. Private Home 
o 5. Other '''''''''' ....... " 

04. MCHAids 

, Full Address (If different from 7) 

MIIIINIf8 0 3. Medical Attendant 

o 1. TBA 0 2. Midwife 
o 3. Medical Attendant 
.0 4. Other IAMll'!ifv\ 

28. Date of Registration 

TownNHlage 

I 

C.R.FomII 

REGISTRAtION NO. 

-"'~_ I I _~_ 
Day Month Year Full Name and signature of Registrar 



APfc)/blo< £l . 
C.F.tFOAMOt I 

I 

Serial No. 
I 
I 
I 
\' , 

I 
I 

Death Certificate No. 

//! issued to 

i 

.' ~ 
, Details: 

Name of deceased 

a.m. 
Sex MalelFemale Died at p.m. 

Time 

on 19 __ 
Day Month Year 

'-, 

Date of registration 

Place of registration 

Registration No. 
t 
I 

Date issued I 
I 

I' I 
I 
I 
I 

Registrar I 
I 
I 
f 
I 
I 
I 
r 
! 



. C.R.FONAOS 

. Serial No. Office of Chief Registrar 
Ministry of Health 

l' 

Death Certificate No. _____ _ 
-",,,,,";,"" .... 

....... " 
",....../ ....... 

This is to certify that ------------:-c,....-~_:__-.,..._------_,> .... ,::::./-/- ,a Male/Female 
Name of deceased /" 

"./ .... 

..... 
/" 

/,/'~ am. 
died on _______ -::-_____ _____ :-:--.,.,-_~t(/-' __ 19 __ at p.m. at 

Day Month /' . Year Time of Death 
.. '~ 

,," ...-

____ --==-=-~-_:_:_-:_:___::__---- Nationality _______________ _ 
Fun addI888 of place of death 

,/ 

This event was registered at __ """/:...-./ ___ ---,.._------ in Registry Vol. No. ____ _ 
"./ Registration Centre 

/' 
//' 

Page No. _..,...-__ '0'-/---- of the Register of Death,; of Republic of Sierra Leone and the deceased 

Full address of place of residence 

___________ dayof __ ~ ________ 19 __ 

Chief Registrar 



AP Pb-J}) 1'1-- iF ) 
!Republic 0/ Sie'1'1aLeone C.R.Formt 

. OFFICE OF CHIEF REGISTRAR OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS I J -

OEATH.R~CORD REGISTRATION NO. 

I DECEASED 

2. NameS and Sumame _".-.:.\.,,-________ _ 
..... , 

3. Time and Date ofOccurre~~'·...:;.',.,___-_=_--_ 
". Time .. '" 

a.m. 
p,m. 

1. Place of Registration I b I 66 I I TN 
Registration Centre ________ ....-.-______ 

___ ._ I _--,-. ___ --
District Chiefdom TownMllage 

_ __ Maiden Surname ______ ---

Day 
__ -:-:-~ __ J.1L-

Month Year 

4. /tt;;Je (record in hOurs and mine under 1'day, in days under 1 month, in mOr:lths under 1 year; otherwise note age In completed 

Y"fS):-..----------;..,--------.----------------
5. Sex: . 0 Male o Female 

6. Place of'OCcurrence: ____ =:-:--:-:-__ '--,.
District 

___ -..,. ______ I ___ -:::--.~---...:.-
Chiefdom 1bwnIVIllage 

7. UsuaI,.idence: (full address; if less than one year old, gi~ mother's full address) _____________ _ 

------"-_._-- ... _-----------------
8. Marital ~us (If age is 15 years or more): 0 Married 

o Oi\orc«tISeparated 

[) Customary marriage o Single o W1dow(er) 

9.~~~: ___________________________ ~ __________________________ ___ 
I' 

II CAUSE OF DEATti 

10. Cause of Death (ih case of multiple causes; specify each separately) ._. ___ ~,_,--________ ~ __ --,-

11. '"fYpe of certification: 0 Medically certified 

III INFORMANT 

12. Names and Sumame ______ _ 

o Postmortem inquest . C Paramedical personnel 
... 

o None 

13. Full address: _______ _ .--.---.-. ... _---- .. _ .... _ .. --- ...... -.--_. __ ._----:---,.-------
14. Capacity of Informant (Parent, Husband, Wife, Other (specify) _________________ --:--__ 

I certifY that the particulars given by me above are true to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

15.____ \ 
Signature of Informant or left thumb Im~nt 

16. Date of Registration: ____ - , I ~_ 
Day Month Year 

G.P. litho 8\~/94/200K50i3~ 
\ 

\ 
': 



.\ f)() ;::""]) I j.. - fd SRtpublic 0/ Sie""a ..Leone 
11' r 1,;''''' . OFFICE OF CHIEF REGISTRAR OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS 

DEATH STATISTICAUNOTIFICATION REPORT 

1. Place of Registration _____ I _-=...,....,....., __ , _...".-....,..,-__ I _-"",...-",..",.,......i.' __ 

, District Chiefdom TowrWl~ 

I. DEceASED 
Surname 

am. 
I I p.m. 

Month Year 

01. Male 
02. Female I l I 

District Chiefdom TownIVIIIage 

2. Customary Marriage 
04. W1dow(er) 

OistrIct Chiefdom TOWnNlllage 

02. Suicide 
o O. Not violent 

o 2. Paramedical Staff o 3. Registrar 

o '1; Government Hospital 
o 3. Other Health Institution 
o 5. Other, AMICI'" 

IV. INFORMANt 
16.Namea 

18. 
01. Parant 
o 4. Other 

02. Husband 

v.' NOTIFIER 

o 1. TBA 0 2. MidWife 
o 3. Village Headman 
o 4. Other (specify) ------,f:------

24. Date of Registration 

o 2. Mission Hospital 
o 4. Private home 

C.R.FormI 

REGISTIWlON NQ. 

_-=--_ I I _~_ 
Day Month Year Full Name and signature of Registrar 



APt j5-rl}) I~ - hi _ ~ C,f._ C.R.FORM04 

. !Republic 0/ Sietta Leone . 
OFFICE OF CHIEF REGISTRAR OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS 

MEDICAL CERTIFICATE OF CAUSE OF DEATH ~ 
FULL NAME OF DECEASED DATE OF DEATH 

o 
o 

NATIONALitYlTRIBE AGE (IN YEARSLASTBlRTHOAy) 
·IF UNDER 1 YEAR /T IF UNDER 24 HOURS 

~sv 

USUAL RESIDENCE (FOR INFANT BORN IN INsrITUTlON: RESIDENCE OF MOTHER BEFOREAI?~ION) 

-'/ 

CAU,SE' OF DEATH 

HOURS 

./ 

MINUTES 

INTERVAL BETWEEN 
Ot4SET AND DEATH 

DISEASE OF CONDITION DIRECTLY lEAD~ (A) .. / I 
TO DEATH * ./ DUE 10 (OR AS A CONSEO CE OF) . 

ANTECEDENT CAUSES M~RBI ONDITIONS.IF ANY. (B) ...... __ 
GIVING RISE TO THE ABO . CAUSE. STATING THE 
UNDERLYING CONDITIO . 

II (C) ==~==============I======I 

OTHE~SIG ICANT CO!'JDITIONS CONTRIBUTING TO. /" 
DEATH. NOT RELATE0 TO THE DISEASE OR CON-/ 
DITIO USING IT , ... " ___________ ---'-__ ---'-__ -+-____ ~ 

~
: ME (RUBBER STAMP) OF INSTITUTION. OR NAME OF I.· -
MEDICAL OOClOR WITH ADDRESS 

. I WITNESS MY HAND THIS DAY OF 198 __ 

MEDICAL OUAUFICATIONS: .- • SIGNATURE 

./" * THIS DOES NOT MEAN THE MODE OF DYING E.G .• HEART FAILURE. ASTHENIA. ETC. 
IT MEANS THE D1SEASE. INJURY. OR COMPUCATION WHICH CAUSED DEATH 



i 

- .~,:.' 
~ 

\ (J: .. 
j 
1 

.,'\.-

" .. 
.': 

',. 

SIERRA LEONE 
.,:._. 

,.AVEO ROADS '. 

UNPAVED ROADS 

FEEDER ROADS 

~ PRIVATe IIAILROAD 

'* NATIONAL CAPITAL 

Ci) DISTRICT CAPITALS 7"· '" 

4:- PORTS 

® INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

+ AIRSTRIPS 

DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

REGION 80UNDAAlES 

INTERNATIONAL 80UNDARIES 

DlctMan I'" 



:. .~ 

I . 

~ . .' 

"''''' ~of _. __ ............. _ ..... _:_ . __ ... ____ . ___ ...: .. ,_~ ___ ... ~..,.._ .... ~ 

.. ' ~.~ ... ~ ._~ ..... _ ....... _ ... -.-.... _____ .. _ .. __ ....... _ .. ___ .·Wbieh~ .. 

. on _. . . ___ ._ t ..... _ ......... q... . !.1~t .. _d~_ ..... ___ .haYing been 
. .' .1»1' Mor. . "". 
.' . . 

....... .cfby mean _ ... _ ... __ ._ ........... /. ... _ ............... _ ........ , 119 .. ,, ____ ~_ .. __ • __ 
~., •.•. ,~, \IMt 

. ..tth ~ion No ........ _ ... _ ................ _ ....... __ ...... _ .. __ .... -._ ...... -._._."' __ ,~_._._. 

OR 

_._. ___ .~_:_:-___ .. _ .................. _ ... ____ " ...... __ ancUhe.~ 

~_...;. __ .. _._. ___ ._ _ ........ -:-......... ____ ._ .. _.~ whiot\·waa ~ 

. .on ---._. __ .. '-... ~ ___ ~._ /1~ ... __ .. ..c.. ... _ .. _.withRegistta~ '. 

...~ -. . . 

.~.-----. 

I. herey •. give~ t lntermentIc~ offhe~8t 

----... ---.. - .. - ._-....... _._----.. __ .. "_ ......... --... ~ .. --.. Cemetery. 

Place ______ ... __ . Signature ____ .... __ ... __ ._ . ........:.. __ 

. pete _-'-,-____ .. _. Narne ___ ... _ .. _________ ..... 

• , P', ••••• -..,~ ........ _ ••• d •• h ......... _ .... ___ ........ _ ••••• ~ •• __ .-..... ______ -' 

I 

I 
I 


