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Introduction 
 
1. Recognizing that violence against women represents an omni-present and extremely hurtful 

phenomenon in the contemporary world, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a set of 
resolutions calling on governments to undertake all necessary activities and measures to eradicate 
these practices. This highest representative body also requested the UN Secretariat to work on 
adequate tools for measuring the prevalence and incidence of violence against women and to 
develop universal standards and definitions in that respect. The UN General Assembly specifically 
requested that the United Nations Statistical Commission, as the apex body of the international 
statistical system, identifies and defines statistical indicators on violence against women. 
Consequently, the UN Statistical Commission established the group of countries acting as Friends of 
the Chair and entrusted it with developing the indicators and other methodological standards for 
implementation in national statistical systems.  

 
2. Under this mandate, the Friends of the Chair submitted a report to the UN Statistical Commission at 

its 40th session in February 2009 consisting of an interim set of statistical indicators3. The UN 
Statistical Commission requested the Friends of the Chair to continue their work towards 
establishing indicators and accompanying guidelines for developing statistical surveys on violence 
against women. 

 
3. In order to comply with this request, the United Nations Statistics Division, acting as the secretariat 

of the Friends of the Chair, undertook a methodological overview of surveys on violence against 
women that were conducted in the recent years. The major goal of the overview is to assess the 
extent of applicability of the interim set of indicators in the representative corps of conducted survey 
on violence against women. Even more specifically, the purpose is to evaluate whether these 
surveys were able to provide statistics as requested by the interim set of indicators. The findings are 
designed to guide the further work of the Friends of the Chair in developing more specific 
recommendations in terms of classification of different forms of violence, severity, frequency, 
relationship to the offender and so forth. 

 
4. Hence, the starting point of this analysis is the interim set of indicators, defined as follows: 
 

a) Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to physical violence in the last 12 months by 
severity of violence, relationship to the perpetrator(s) and frequency 

b) Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to physical violence during lifetime by severity 
of violence, relationship to the perpetrator(s) and frequency 

c) Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual violence in the last 12 months by 
relationship to the perpetrator(s) and frequency  

d) Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual violence during lifetime by relationship 
to the perpetrator(s) and frequency  

e) Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual or physical violence by current or 
former intimate partner in the last 12 months by frequency  

f) Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual or physical violence by current or 
former intimate partner during lifetime by frequency  

 
                                                 
3 The full text of the report is available as the document number E/CN.3/2009/13 submitted to the Fortieth Session of 
the United Nations Statistical Commission and (in all official United Nations languages) also at: 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/doc09/2009-13-GenderStats-E.pdf. 
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The definition of terms is as follows:  
 

(a) Total rate: Proportion of women aged 15 years and over subjected to physical/sexual violence 
over the total number of women aged 15 years and over. This rate may be presented as a 
fraction (e.g. 1 out of 10) or as a percentage (e.g. 10 per cent of total)  

(b) Age-specific rate: Proportion of women of a certain age subjected to physical/sexual violence 
over the total number of women of the same age (5-year age groups starting at 15 years of 
age). This rate may be presented as a fraction (e.g. 1 out of 10) or as a percentage (e.g. 10 
per cent of total).  

(c) Total and specific rates for intimate partner violence: Proportion of women aged 15 and over 
subjected to physical or sexual violence by current or former partner over the total number of 
women aged 15 and over who have or had an intimate partner.  

 
5. This paper is organized in two parts and the accompanying annexes.  Overall characteristics and 

descriptions of the included surveys, i.e. similarities and differences in methodologies applied to 
collect the relevant information, are elaborated in the first part. The second part discusses the 
availability of these indicators in terms of total rates, age intervals, definitions of severity of violence, 
type of perpetrators, and frequencies of violent acts.  

 
6. For this overview 59 nationally representative surveys were identified, coming from 49 countries4. It 

has to be clearly emphasized that this list is not exhaustive: there are national surveys that were 
conducted but not covered in this overview. Some of the surveys conducted under the project 
International Violence against Women Survey hosted by the European Institute for Crime Prevention 
and Control, affiliated with the United Nations (HEUNI) are not represented here. This is primarily 
the consequence of the fact that the availability of data from these not included surveys and the 
timetable for the production of this overview did not coincide. However, it is expected that the 
sample that is used for this overview is highly representative and provides solid ground for 
discussions and conclusions. 

 
7. All statistics pertaining to the interim set of indicators as described above were extracted from the 

surveys – where available - and are displayed in tables 1 through 6 at the end of this overview. 
Overall availability of proposed indicators is summarized and presented in percentages5, while the 
description of availability of individual indicators is provided in the second part.  

1. Methods of collection 
 

8. The report of the Friends of the Chair submitted to and adopted by the United Nations Statistical 
Commission in February 2009 points to a separate, dedicated statistical surveys on violence against 
women developed within the national statistical system as the optimal vehicle for collecting accurate 
and reliable statistics on this phenomenon. It also mentions a possibility of using a module attached 
to some other statistical survey as an alternative, in case the first option is not feasible. In this 
overview, a number of national separate and dedicated statistical surveys are taken into account, 
such as those conducted by Armenia, Australia6, Cambodia7, Canada8, Denmark, Ecuador, Finland, 
France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, Mexico9, Norway, Poland, Republic of Korea, Romania, 

                                                 
4 The list of countries and sources is presented in Annex A. 
5 See Annex B. 
6 Included are results from two surveys.  
7 Included are results from two surveys.  
8 Included are results from two surveys.  
9 Mexico conducted two dedicated violence against women surveys, in 2003 and 2006. Included in this overview is 
only the more recent one, due to language barrier.  
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Slovakia, Sweden, United Kingdom and United States of America. An attached module to the 
national demographic and health survey was used for collection of statistics on violence against 
women in Albania, Bolivia, El Salvador, Moldova and Paraguay. 

 
9. Included in this overview are ten countries10 that used the World Health Organization Violence 

against Women (WHO-VAW) methodology, as a part of the WHO Multi-country study on Women’s 
Health and Domestic Violence. In five of these countries11 the survey was conducted in both the 
Capital (or another large city) and in the province, and these results from both the large city and the 
province are included in this report. In addition, four countries12 directly applied the WHO-VAW 
methodology on a nationally representative population sample, and these are included in this report 
as well. 

 
10. Another ten countries13 applied Demographic and Health Survey (DHS) methodology and module; 

their results are mutually comparable and included in this overview.  
 
11. One nationally representative study (Russia) attempted to assess violence based on the family as a 

unit of enumeration, and questions regarding violence were asked in an impersonal way. 
Respondents (both women and men) answered whether certain violent acts happened in their own 
family, but it was not specified to whom (the victim), and by whom (the perpetrator). Consequently, 
this survey did not prove to be a valid source for extracting the data on indicators as defined by the 
interim set. 

1.1. Age groups  
 
12. As already well documented, the age of the woman victimized by violence is crucial information 

necessary for assessing the scope and impacts of this phenomenon. Consequently, all the 
indicators are requesting the relevant statistics to be disaggregated by 5-year age groups. The 
findings indicate that the delineation of age groups varied between different surveys. In most cases 
5-year age groups were used for presentation and analysis of the results, pursuant to the Friends of 
the Chair report. However, in several surveys, 10-year age groups were used, while a few of them 
combined 5- and 10-year intervals. Some surveys have also disaggregated the youngest age group, 
up to 20, to smaller that 5-year age groups (either presenting data by single years of age or by 
some combination of 2- or 3-year age groups. It indicates that designers of these surveys 
recognized women’s age as an important risk factor for experiencing violence, and young women as 
the most vulnerable group.  Wherever information of age of victimized women was available, 
irrespective of the age classification applied, they have been presented in this overview, followed by 
an explanatory footnote. 

1.2. Severity of violence 
 
13. When it comes to severity, two major approaches can be distinguished. The first assessment of the 

severity of perpetrated violence against women is based on the characteristics and the existence of 
physical injuries themselves. More specifically, in terms of whether the violence resulted in some 
form of injury and if so, how severe the injury was. The second approach was based on the nature 
of violent acts themselves, placing them in either “moderate” or “severe” acts.  

 

                                                 
10 Bangladesh, Brazil, Ethiopia, Japan, Namibia, Peru, Samoa, Serbia, Tanzania, and Thailand. 
11 Bangladesh, Brazil, Peru, Tanzania, and Thailand. 
12 Maldives, Kiribati, Solomon Islands, and Turkey. 
13 Azerbaijan, Cambodia, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Haiti, India, Nicaragua, Peru, and Zambia. 
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14. In WHO-VAW survey, women were considered to have suffered severe violence if they have 
experienced at least one of the following acts: being hit with a fist or something else, kicked, 
dragged, beaten up, burnt on purpose, threatened with or had a weapon used against them. Severe 
violence may also include moderate acts that escalated into more severe ones. Women are 
considered to have suffered moderate violence if they have been slapped, pushed, shoved or had 
something thrown at them. Moderate violence excludes any of the acts categorized as severe 
violence.  

 
15. In DHS surveys, “moderate” violence is considered as an incidence where a woman experienced at 

least one act of the following: (a) being pushed, shaken, or thrown something at her, (b) being 
slapped or arm-twisted, (c) punched with a fist or something that could hurt, (d) bitten, and (e) 
kicked or dragged. Severe violence is considered if someone did at least one act of the following to 
women: (f) tried to strangle or burn her, (g) threaten her with a knife, gun, or other type of weapon, 
and (h) attacked her with a knife, gun or other type of weapon.   

16. In the US survey, for example, there are two options of severity of violence: simple assault, and 
aggravated assault. In other countries the survey relied on women’s own estimation and perception 
of severity of experienced violence.  

 
17. Figures on severity of experienced violence presented below are, most often, related to violence 

performed by an intimate partner, if not indicated differently.  

1.3. Relationship to the perpetrator(s) 
 
18. Most of the surveys recognized and measured violence perpetuated by an intimate partner, current 

or former one, as the only perpetrator. Several surveys have also distinguished between former and 
current partner, recognizing that women are the most in danger of their former partners, or when 
being in the process of separation. If not indicated differently, total rate by the relationship to the 
intimate partner as a perpetrator is presented as a proportion of ever-partnered or ever-married 
women who experienced physical/sexual intimate partner violence, during the lifetime/last twelve 
months.   

 
19. Some surveys have “other than intimate partner” as a single category. In other cases, categories 

included “family member”, at times further distinction of members being whether male or female; 
father/stepfather; mother/stepmother; sister/brother; daughter/son; and also father in law and mother 
in law. Other categories included friends or neighbors; professional caregivers or helpers; colleagues 
at work or school; casual acquaintances, and unknown persons (strangers). In two surveys, 
boyfriend as a perpetrator was also considered as a separate category.  

1.4. Frequency  
 
20. Frequency was not uniformly assessed as well. WHO-VAW method considered three categories of 

frequencies of violent acts: once, a few times, and many times. However, different surveys defined it 
in a different way. In presenting the findings for each set of indicators, the availability of statistics on 
frequency is provided as well as additional elaboration of modalities. 

2. Indicators on Violence against Women 
 
21. These indicators have been presented in Tables 1 to 6, and their description is elaborated in 

paragraphs below.   
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2.1 Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to physical violence in the last 12 months by 
severity of violence, relationship to the perpetrator(s) and frequency 
 
22. Availability of this indicator in nationally 

representative surveys is presented in 
Table 1 and Figure 1, as well as its 
disaggregation by severity, relationship to 
the perpetrator(s), and frequency.  

Figure 1. Availability of statistics on physical 
violence against women in the last 12 months by 

indicator components
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Total rate  
 
23. Total rate of women subjected to 

physical violence in last 12 months was 
available in ten surveys (17%). In one 
national survey, that figure encompassed 
total violence, not just physical, and 
therefore, it could be an overestimate, 
which has to be taken into account when 
comparing indicators themselves.   

 
Age-specific rate  
 
24. Further disaggregation for age groups was available for just three surveys, but in 10-year age 

groups. In one of them, age specific rate was not calculated for the total number of interviewed 
women in each age group; instead, it presents a simple breakdown of the total rate, by age groups. 
Presenting data in such a way limits comparisons with standard age-specific rates, coming from 
other surveys.  

 
25. However, standard age-specific rate was available in another fifteen surveys as well, although total 

rate was not presented. These rates were coming from WHO-VAW Multi-country surveys.  
 
Severity 
 
26. Disaggregation by severity of physical violence suffered by women in the past 12 months was 

available in less than half of the considered surveys (27 or 44%). Categories “moderate” and 
“severe” were provided in 24 surveys, while acquired injuries, as an indicator of severity of violence, 
were presented in four surveys.   

 
Relationship to the perpetrator 
 
27. Relationship to the perpetrator, distinguished for at least an intimate partner, was available in almost 

two thirds of the surveys (38 or 63%). Out of these 38, 30 mentioned just an intimate partner as a 
perpetrator, while the rest (eight) of the surveys considered other categories of perpetrators. If not 
indicated differently, total rate by the relationship to the intimate partner as a perpetrator is 
presented as a proportion of ever-partnered or ever-married women who experienced intimate 
partner violence during the last twelve months.   
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Frequency 
 
28. The information on frequency of women subjected to physical violence in the last 12 months was 

available in just two surveys (3%), but disaggregated by either severity or age group, and therefore, 
their values have not been presented in Table 1.   

2.2 Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to physical violence during lifetime by severity 
of violence, relationship to the perpetrator(s) and frequency 
 
29. Availability of this indicator in nationally 

representative surveys is presented in 
Table 2, as well as its disaggregation by 
severity, relationship to the perpetrator(s), 
and frequency.  

Figure 2. Availability of statistics on physical 
violence against women during lifetime by indicator 
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Total rate 
 
30. Total rate of women subjected to physical 

violence during lifetime was retrieved 
from 30 surveys (50%). There is possible 
overestimation of the total rate which 
comes from the one national survey, 
since it presents both physical and sexual 
violence. The total rate from another 
survey is also of the vague quality, since women were asked for experience with violence in their 
families, but not directly whether it happened to them.  

 
Age-specific rate 
 
31. Disaggregation of rates for age groups was available in 17 surveys (29%), although in seven of 

them, the total rate was not available; these were coming from WHO-VAW Multi-country surveys.   
 
Severity 
 
32. Disaggregation by severity of lifetime physical violence against women was available in two thirds of 

the considered surveys – in 39 surveys (66%). Both categories “moderate” and “severe” were 
considered in 28 surveys, while acquired injuries, as the single indicator of severity of violence, were 
presented in 5 surveys.   

 
Relationship to the perpetrator 
 
33. Statistics on relationship to the perpetrator(s), for at least one and the most common category - 

current or former intimate partner - was available in a significant majority the surveys, i.e. 49 
surveys (83%). In general, total rate of women subjected to physical violence by the intimate partner 
as a perpetrator is presented as a proportion of ever-partnered or ever-married women who 
experienced physical intimate partner violence during their lifetime. In two surveys, this rate is a 
proportion of women who experienced physical violence starting from age 15; in one survey, it is a 
proportion of women who experienced moderate (and severe) abuse, while in another one, the rate 
referred to the last five years, not the lifetime.   
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34. Six surveys recognized and separately measured intimate partner violence perpetuated by current 
partner and former partner. Further disaggregation by perpetrators other than intimate partner was 
available in fifteen surveys.  

 
Frequency 
 
35. Frequency of different acts of physical violence against women was available in just six surveys 

(10%). In two of them, data are disaggregated by either severity of violent acts, or age group, and, 
therefore, their values have not been presented in Table 2. In three surveys, data on frequency are 
available, but just among women who experienced violence by perpetrators other than intimate 
partners. In one survey, frequency statistics are available, although the question itself is unclear and 
imprecise; the indicator is noted in Table 2, under an assumption that women are the victims of the 
violent acts happening in their families. It could be implied that generating statistics on frequency in 
this manner refers primarily (or exclusively) to intimate partner violence, although that is not 
completely clear. 

  
36. This practically means that none of the surveys provided reliable data of frequency of physical 

violence against women during their lifetime, no matter of perpetrator. All six generated values have 
their own limitations and they are not mutually comparable.  

2.3 Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual violence in the last 12 months by 
relationship to the perpetrator(s) and frequency 
 
37. Availability of this indicator from 

nationally representative surveys is 
presented in Table 3, as well as its 
disaggregation by relationship to the 
perpetrator(s) and frequency.  

Figure 3. Availability of statistics on sexual violence 
against women in the last 12 months by indicator 
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38. Total rate was retrieved from just eight 

surveys (13%).  For one of them, it is 
not clear whether available rate presen
sexual violence by all perpetrators, or 
just by an intimate partner.  

ts 

 
Age-specific rate 
 
39. Disaggregation by age groups was available in one third of the surveys – in 20 surveys (34%). Five 

years age groups, as proposed by the friends of the Chair, were available in 15 surveys, while at 
the other five, a combination of 5-year and 10-year intervals was presented.   

 
Relationship to the perpetrator 
 
40. Information on the relationship to the perpetrator was generated in 38 surveys (64%), for at least 

whether the violence was perpetrated by the intimate partner. For the other, non-partner 
perpetrators, out of these 38 surveys, data were available in just four of them.  One survey made 
distinction between current and former intimate partners as perpetrators of violence.  
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Frequency 
 
41. Frequency of this act was available in just one survey, and it refers to a spouse (intimate partner) as 

a perpetrator. 
 
42. This practically means that frequency is largely missing for this indicator as well.   

2.4 Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual violence during lifetime by 
relationship to the perpetrator(s) and frequency 
 
43. Availability of this indicator in nationally 

representative surveys is presented in 
Table 4, as well as its disaggregation by 
relationship to the perpetrator(s) and 
frequency.  

 
Total rate  
 
44. This indicator was retrieved from 20% of 

the surveys (12 out of 59 surveys).  
 
Age-specific rate 
 
45. Age-specific rate was available for 18 

surveys (29%). Five years age groups, 
as proposed by the friends of the Chair, 
were available in 16 surveys. In four surveys (four), statistics by 5-year age groups were available 
only for violence perpetrated by the intimate partner.  

Figure 4. Availability of statistics on sexual violence 
against women during lifetime by indicator 
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Relationship to the perpetrator 
 
46. Information on the relationship to the perpetrator was available for 42 surveys (71%), where at least 

an intimate partner was distinguished as a perpetrator. A few surveys distinguished violence 
perpetuated by current and former partners. In 28 surveys information on the relationship to the 
perpetrator, in addition to an intimate partner, includes data for other categories of perpetrators of 
sexual violence as well.  

 
Frequency 
 
47. Frequency of this act was available in just 4 surveys (6%).  In three of them, frequency is broken 

down in just two groups (1-2 times, and three and more times), exclusively for non-intimate partner 
violence. Hence, this indicator is also largely missing.   

2.5 Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual or physical violence by current or 
former intimate partner in the last 12 months by frequency 
 
48. Availability of this indicator in nationally representative surveys is presented in Table 5, as well as its 

disaggregation by age and frequency.  
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Total rate 
 
49. In the process of developing this methodological overview it became apparent that the last two set 

of indicators – intimate partner violence –
pose methodological challenges. The first 
one, also recognized in the report of the 
Friends of the Chair, is that these two 
indicators overlap with the first four, 
since they are a subset of the former. 
This may confuse the developers of 
statistical instruments for measuring 
violence against women. 

 
50. In addition, the way these two indicators 

are defined - as either physical OR 
sexual violence, performed by an 
intimate partner – would imply that one 
form of violence excludes the other. For 
example, analysts and compilers of 
results might be unsure whether to add all the occurrences of both physical and sexual violence 
suffered by a woman or to focus on the one with most incidences. Physical violence by intimate 
partner is much more frequent than sexual violence; therefore applying the definition as it stands 
might underestimate occurrences of sexual violence. Sexual violence in many cases appears along 
with physical violence, i.e. overlap with it.   

Figure 5. Availability of statistics on sexual or 
physical by current or former intimate partner in the 
last 12 months    and during lifetime    by indicator 

components

0

20

40

60

80

100

Total rate Age-
specific

rate

Total rate
by

frequency

Total rate Age-
specific

rate

Total rate
by

frequency
Pe

rc
en

t

 
51. Consequently, this indicator and the accompanying rate can be defined as physical AND/OR sexual 

violence, among ever-partnered women. Some national surveys considered this comprehensive 
indicator, which is the case when WHO-VAW method was applied. When indicator concerns just 
physical violence, it was indicated in footnotes to Table 5.  

 
52. Total rate of women subjected to intimate partner violence in the last 12 months was available from 

62 surveys (63%). Four of them considered just physical violence, and therefore, such a figure could 
be underestimated because data for sexual violence are missing.  

 
Age-specific rate 
 
53. Further disaggregation by age groups of women suffering violence was available for less than half 

of surveys – 29 surveys (49%). Five years age groups, as proposed by the Friends of the Chair, 
were available in 23 surveys, while for the rest of them, different combinations of age intervals were 
presented.   

 
Frequency 
 
54. Frequency of this act was available in thirteen surveys, or 22%.    

2.6 Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual or physical violence by current or 
former intimate partner during lifetime by frequency 
 
55. Availability of this indicator in nationally representative surveys is presented in Table 6, as well as its 

disaggregation by age and frequency.  
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Total rate 
 
56. This indicator was retrieved from more than three quarters of the surveys – 46 surveys (78%, Table 

6). As mentioned above, indicator proposed in this way might be missing certain number of women 
who experienced both sexual and physical intimate partner violence during their lifetime, and 
therefore, in certain cases (indicated in the footnotes) this indicator is underestimated.  

 
Age-specific rate 
 
57. Further disaggregation for age groups was available for more than half of the surveys – 31 surveys 

(53%). Five years age groups, as proposed by the friends of the Chair, were available in 26 
surveys, while for the rest of the surveys (five), different combinations of age groups were 
presented.   

 
Frequency 
 
58. Frequency of this act was available in just three surveys (5%). 
 
Concluding remarks 
 
59. Statistics for only one indicator – women experiencing physical violence during lifetime by 

relationship to the perpetrator - were generated by over 80% of the total number of surveys 
subjected to this analysis. And even for that indicator the list of relationship in most cases included 
current or former intimate partner, not the fully developed list of different relationships. Data for all 
the other indicators were generated by a fewer number of surveys. It is especially telling to note the 
very low number of surveys that were generating information on frequency of violence against 
women for all forms violence. 

 
60. The relationship to the perpetrator of violence against women was one of the major focuses of all 

the surveys. It is necessary to note that the classification of perpetrators in most cases stopped at 
the intimate partner (current or former) and in cases where it was extended, it differed significantly 
from one survey to the other.  

 
61. The relative lack of the availability of the total rate of women subjected to physical violence in the 

last 12 months and during lifetime (17% and 50%, respectively) and sexual violence in the last 12 
months and during lifetime (14% and 20%, respectively) points to the need to further investigate the 
type of methodological obstacles that prevented such computations. Similarly, the availability of 
statistics on age-specific rates for both physical and sexual violence was available in about one-third 
of the surveys and this also calls for additional technical analysis on the computation of rates.  

 
62. It appears that the last two indicators of the interim set – physical or sexual violence by current of 

former immediate partner in the last 12 months and during lifetime – need to be revisited. The first 
conclusion is that they should be reformulated in the line of including the and/or qualifier, replacing 
just the or. 

 
63. More substantially, these two indicators differ from the first four only by the fact that both physical 

and sexual violence are added together and that the denominator for the rates refers to ever-
partnered women only – not to the total number of women in 5-year age groups. The fact that they 
are essentially redundant with the first four appears to generate confusion in applying the interim set 
of indicators. This overview found that even for the first four indicators the denominator is more 
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often than not the total number of ever-partnered women when age-specific rates of women 
subjected to violence are calculated.  

 
64. Furthermore, given the ongoing discussion that the definition of the intimate partner should not be 

limited only to a partner in sexual intercourse, but could also be extended to a non-sexual 
relationship – boyfriend, for example – raises the questions how significant is the difference between 
the number of ever-partnered women and the total number of women in each age group. It can be 
expected that the differences might be somewhat significant in very early ages under consideration 
– 15 and 16; the broader definition of intimate partner would certainly decrease these differences to 
the minimum in older ages – implying that almost all women over 18 were in some kind of 
relationship that falls within the category of intimate. 

 
65. The variability of the capacities of surveys for measuring violence against women included in this 

overview to generate indicators as defined in the report of the Friends of the Chair points to the 
need to move beyond indicators and to define and develop a set of classifications of violence, 
severity of violence, definition and classification of relationship to the perpetrator, and frequency; the 
need to develop international guidelines that will provide a sound and comprehensive 
methodological package for instituting violence against women statistical surveys in national 
statistical systems; and the need to follow-up these activities with training and capacity-building. 
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ANNEX A. List of the countries and sources  

Country  Source  

ALBANIA Reproductive Health Survey 

ARMENIA WRC 2007 Domestic Violence and Abuse of Women in Armenia, May 2007 

AZERBAIJAN Demographic and Health Survey 2006, module on domestic violence 

AUSTRALIA (1) Personal safety 2005. Australian Bureau of Statistics.  

AUSTRALIA (2) 
International Violence Against Women Survey (IVAWS) - Australian 
component, 2003 

BANGLADESH –  

city and province 

WHO Multi-country Study on Women's Health and Domestic Violence against 
Women. Initial results in prevalence, health outcomes and women's responses. 
Garcia-Moreno C, Jansen HAFM, Ellsberg M, Heise L, Watts C. World Health 
Organization, 2005 

BOLIVIA 
Instituto Nacional De Estadistica, Encuesta Nacional de Demografia y Salud, 
2003 

BRAZIL –  

city and province 

WHO Multi-country Study on Women's Health and Domestic Violence against 
Women. Initial results in prevalence, health outcomes and women's responses. 
Garcia-Moreno C, Jansen HAFM, Ellsberg M, Heise L, Watts C. World Health 
Organization, 2005 

CAMBODIA (1) Violence against women. A baseline survey. Cambodia Final Report, 2005 

CAMBODIA (2) 
Kishor, Sunita and Kiersten Johnson. Profiling Domestic Violence – A Multi-
Country Study. Calverton, Maryland: ORC Macro, 2004 

CANADA (1) Measuring Violence Against Women: Statistical Trends, 2006 

CANADA (2) 
General Social Survey on Victimization - Violence Against Women module, 
2004 

COLOMBIA 
Kishor, Sunita and Kiersten Johnson. Profiling Domestic Violence – A Multi-
Country Study. Calverton, Maryland: ORC Macro, 2004 

DENMARK 

Men's violence against women. Extent, characteristics ad the measures against 
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ANNEX B. Availability of indicators proposed by Friends of Chair (1-6) 
 
1. Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to physical violence in the last 12 months by severity 
of violence, relationship to the perpetrator(s) and frequency   

 

 Availability / total number 
of surveys 

% 

1.1 Total rate 10/59 17 
1.1.1. Age-specific rate 18/59 30 
1.2.  Total rate by severity 27/59 44 
1.3.  Total rate by relationship to perpetrator 38/59 63 
1.4.  Total rate by frequency  2/59 3 

2. Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to physical violence during lifetime by severity of 
violence, relationship to the perpetrator(s) and frequency   

 

 Availability / total number 
of surveys 

% 

2.1 Total rate 30/59 50 
2.1.1. Age-specific rate 17/59 29 
2.2.  Total rate by severity 39/59 66 
2.3.  Total rate by relationship to perpetrator 49/59  83 
2.4.  Total rate by frequency  6/59 10 

3. Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual violence in the last 12 months by relationship 
to the perpetrator(s) and frequency 

 

 Availability / total number 
of surveys 

% 

3.1 Total rate 8/59 14 
3.1.1. Age-specific rate 20/59  34 
3.2. Total rate by  relationship to perpetrator 38/59  64 
3.3. Total rate by frequency  1/59 2 

4. Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual violence during lifetime by relationship to the 
perpetrator(s) and frequency   

 

 Availability / total number 
of surveys 

% 

4.1 Total rate 12/59 20 
4.1.1. Age-specific rate 18/59 30 
4.2. Total rate by  relationship to perpetrator 42/59  71 
4.3. Total rate by frequency  4/59 7 

 
5. Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual or physical violence by current or former 
intimate partner in the last 12 months by frequency  

 

 Availability / total number 
of surveys 

% 

5.1 Total rate 38/59 63 
5.1.1. Age-specific rate 29/59 49 
5.2.  Total rate by frequency  13/59 22 
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6. Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual or physical violence by current or former 
intimate partner during lifetime by frequency 

 

 Availability / total number 
of surveys 

% 

6.1 Total rate 46/59 78 
6.1.1. Age-specific rate 31/59 52 
6.2.  Total rate by frequency  3/59 5 

 
 



TABLES 
 
Table 1. Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to physical violence in the last 12 months by severity of violence, relationship to the perpetrator(s) and frequency  
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1.1 Total rate  4.5  8.0 4.7 8.0          3.7       11.614      2.7   
1.1.1 Age-specific rate    15           16             17   
15-19      36.4 19.3  19.0      13,0     20.7          0.0  
20-24    26.3  23.7 18.9  12.3          32.9        7.0 1.7  
25-29      25.9 18.5  8.7         7.4     34.7          5.0  
30-34    27.5   15.5 17.9  9.2          34.5        4.0 2.7  
35-39      9.0 12.9  5.6      4.5     27.8          5.5  
40-44    20.8   6.9 9.3  2.7          22.5        2.5 2.4  
45-49      2.4 9.2  8.1      3.4     14.7          1.3  
50-54    15.3                        1.3   
55-59    10.1            1.1                 
60-64               0.7             1.1   
65-6  9 .                          0 3   
70-7  4                               
1.2 Total rate by severity                             
acquired injuries 
(consequences)   39.7            

 
4.018      14.019           

moderate (by type)      8.7 6.5  5.0  14.0   39.7 1.8 17.8    7.4     11.7     2.4  
severe (by type)      17.3 9.3  3.3  3.4   10.4 5.0 6.1    21.6       3.2  1.4   0.7  
1.3 Total rate by 
relationship to the 
perpetrator(s)  yes20                              
intimate partner (current or 
former)    30.5 3.0 19.0 15.8  8.3  15.4  2.0  2.5 11.0 12.5  7.0 29.0 10.0 6.3    21.0 10.3  1.7 3.1  
other than intimate partner:     4.0                 1.3      1.1   
family memb  er    36.  8                        0.2   
friends, neighbours    36.8                        0.2   
work or school    20.5                        0.1   
professional caregivers or 
helpers    20.  5                            
casual acquaintances     20.5                        0.3   
unknown person (stranger)    21.9 2.0                       0.4   
1.4 Total rate by frequency  yesg yes21                            
on  ce                                
few (2-1  0)                                
many (>1  0)                                

# Confidentiality of study is compromised since 16% of the interviews were conducted in a presence of someone else than woman 
 

                                                 
14 not just physical, but total violence last 12 months is given here, and therefore, perhaps overestimated figure   
15 age-intervals are following: 18-24, 25-34, 35-44, 45-54, and >55, sum up 100% 
16age-intervals are given as following: 16-20, 21-30, 31-40, 41-50, and 51-60 
17 age-intervals are given as following: 16-24, 25-34, 35-44, 45-54, 55-64, and 65-69   
18 injuries ended in emergency room  
19 severity of intimate partner violence, rate is given among ever-partnered women  
20 available, but  just segregated by severity (moderate/severe), and therefore, is not presented here    
21 available, but just segregated by age-groups 



 
 
Table 1. Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to physical violence in the last 12 months by severity of violence, relationship to the perpetrator(s) and frequency (cont’d) 
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1.1 Total rate 16.  7            4. .4 4 7                  
1.1.1 Age-specific rate                                
15-19      20.0     33.9 30.9    28.0 14.3     16.1 25.5 25.9 32.1      
20-24      22.5     25.7 32.7    27.6 6.1     21.9 22.5 12.4 22.6      
25-29      11.4     20.9 26.5    22.5 2.3     19.0 20.9 10.8 11.3      
30-34      14.7     17.5 23.7    16.8 3.2     13.9 19.2 7.7 14.9      
35-39      16.5     8.0 25.8    16.4 2.6     10.2 14.1 5.6 14.8      
40-44      13.0     18.8 19.1    7.8 1.4     6.9 7.6 7.7 6.5      
45-49      16.3     4.2 15.6    13.3 2.2     2.7 12.7 1.5 11.8      
50-5  4                                
55-5  9                                
60-6  4                                
65-6  9                                
70-7  4                                
1.2 Total rate by severity                                
acquired injuries 
(consequences)         38.5             

 
         

moderate (by type)      5.3 11.8    7.4 3.8    5.6 1.6     6.4 8.0 2.8 5.1   1.9 2.822  
severe (by type)      10.6 4.0    9.6 21.0    12.3 1.6     8.3 10.7 5.1 8.3   1.8 0.723  
1.3 Total rate by relationship 
to the perpetrator(s)                      

 
       24  

intimate partner (current or 
former)   5.7   15.9 13.2  6,6  16.9 24.8    17.9 3.2     14.8 18.7 7.9 13.4 10.0 3.4  4.2 26.5
other than intimate partner:        2.9                        
family member    2.4                         1.9 1.7  
friends, neighbours                              7.  0  
work or school    1.6                            
professional caregivers or 
helpers                      

 
         

casual acquaintances                                 
unknown person (stranger)                              6  .5  
1.4 Total rate by frequency                                
on  ce                                
few (2-1  0)                                
many (>1  0)                                

 

                                                 
22 simple assault   
23 aggravated assault   
24 average annual rate per 1,000 persons (female) age 12 or older, by perpetrator 
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Table 2. Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to physical violence during lifetime by severity of violence, relationship to the perpetrator(s) and frequency  
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2.1 Total rate  8.2  13.3  48.0       23.4   41.0  23.9 35.0     43.5  37.0 35.2 
21.0
25  18.8   

2.1.1 Age-specific rate   26                           27   
15-19   8.6   44.9 25.7  24.1 27.0           22.8          3.6  
20-24   10.8   40.0 34.0  21.5 36.0           42.0        19.0 10.4  
25-29   14.9   47.0 48.6  28.3 30.5           49.5          12.2  
30-34      39.6 45.6  26.8 31.5           56.9        23.9 13.8  
35-39   15.1   34.3 44.8  28.6 40.7           50.0          16.5  
40-44      32.3 39.3  24.3 37.7           49.7        21.4 11.8  
45-49   15.4   25.6 43.1  36.0 29.6           44.1          11.9  
50-  54      .                       19  1   
55-  59                                 
60-  64      .                       14  0   
65-  69      6                       9.    
2.2 Total rate by severity           28  29          30  f       
acquired injuries   41.4         38.0   54.1  50.0 19.0 37.0   79.1  60.7 18.9  8.0    52.0 
moderate  27.0    21.0 22.3 37.3 11.7 13.7  15.9 51.0  39.7  17.8    13.3     16.6     9.2 14.4 

severe  12.0    18.7 19.4 14.9 15.5 20.0  3.9 49.0  10.4  6.1    35.4     4.2  1.4 
29.7
31 3.8 45.6 

2.3 Total rate by relationship to 
the perpetrator(s)                                             

intimate partner (current or former)  
83.9
32  

50.7 

33 31.0 39.7 41.7 52.3 27.2 33.8 22.5 16.4  7,034 44.1  22.3 34.4 24.0 48.7 31.0  22.8 28.8 18.9  12.0 12.9 60.0  
Intimate partner – current   50.2i 6.9 i                  17  .0         
Intimate partner - former   18.5i 44.1i               4 .   4  7         
other than intimate partner:      27.0 17.4 10.7  20.9 13.0           4.9  12.0  0.5    9.8 4.7 11.0 
family member      84.2 71.3  75.5 75.0          72.5    0.3    1.7 68.8  
family member male  2.5 h  32.6 i           .1                 19  
family member female    38.4 i           .3                 26  

father/stepfather    10.6i        
86.0
35            .4       29  

mother/stepmother   23.8i                            
sister/brother   9.2i        0  .5                      
daughter/son  1.1 h 0.1i                              
friends, neighbours           0.3             0.1    1.6   
work or school   0.3i        0  .0 .2 .8 .8             0     0   9  
professional caregivers or helpe  r      .0s                    0         
casual acquaintances       17.9 29.9  20.0 8.3           16.1    0.1    2.6 26.6  
boyfriend  4.4 h                               
unknown person (stranger)    14.9 i 13.0 0.4 0.0  8.6 6.3 0.1          2.0    0.2    3.6 18.8 13.4 
mother in law  19h 1.6i        1.036                      
father in law  7.0 h 0.0 i                              

others   0.5 i 
11.5
37  1.1 7.9  7.8 14.6           14.1        0.3 0.0  

2.4 Total rate by frequency  
yes
38 

yes
39                             40 

                                                 
25 Sample includes only ever-married women  
26 age intervals are in a five-year groups, except 30-39 and 40-49 age groups 
27 age-intervals are given as following: 16-24, 25-34, 35-44, 45-54, 55-64, and 65-69 (Italy) 
28 indicators of different types of each violent acts are available, but they are not presented as moderate or severe, and therefore, not typed into the matrix. 
29 severity of violent acts among all women who experienced violence, summed up 100% 
30 injuries in the most severe violent situation, the question were “Did your partner’s violence caused injuries to you?” 
31 severity of violence is assessed by perpetrators (their perceptions), but also by acts of violence and by perpetrators, whereas total rate is not given 
32 among women who experienced moderate physical abuse (rate is also available among women who experienced severe physical abuse) 
33 among women who experienced physical violence as of age of 15 
34 rate is given for the last five years, not a lifetime 
35 Both mother and father (parents)  
36 Both mother and father in law (parents in law) 
37  category ”others” comprise the following: acquaintance or neighbour, counsellor or psychologist or psychiatrist, ex-boyfriend or girlfriend, doctor, teacher, minister or priest or clergy, prison officer and other known person. 
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ce      on                             
few (2-1  0)      .6                          54  
many (>1  0)      .8                          43  

# Confidentiality of study is compromised since 16% of the interviews were conducted in a presence of someone else than woman 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
38 frequency is available but just when segregated by each violent act in the group of moderate/severe abuse 
39 frequency (sometimes/often) is available but just when segregated by age-groups 
40 among all women experienced non-IPV 



Table 2. Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to physical violence during lifetime by severity of violence, relationship to the perpetrator(s) and frequency (cont’d) 
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2.1 Total rate   
28.4
41 40.0   32.6   47.4 28.4 32.0 18.1 13.5 

21.0
42 62.0 9.6 67.8    

 
19.2 15.9 7.6 9.5 18.0    58.7 

2.1.1 Age-specific rate                                
15-19      31.3     46.4 41.2    36.0 20.0      21.8 29.2 29.6 39.3      
20-24      30.0     46.7 56.5    41.7 18.9      29.0 39.3 23.7 36.9      
25-29      27.0     52.4 58.1    34.9 16.7      36.4 46.6 24.2 31.6      
30-34      29.3     46.7 60.3    42.4 24.9      37.4 52.9 23.9 30.3      
35-39      31.8     51.1 63.6    42.8 22.6      36.0 52.1 22.1 37.2      
40-44      31.2     52.1 64.5    39.8 24.6      32.1 51.3 20.2 33.3      
45-49      41.3     43.0 72.1    44.2 27.3      30.9 60.6 22.1 32.8      
50-  54                                
55-  59                                
60-  64                                
65-  69                                
                                

2.2 Total rate by severity                
yes
43        

 
      

acquired injuries   35.5    23.8 29.5                   24.0     

moderate   7.0   10.5 27.1    23.1 12.0    16.7 14.7  11.1  
 

16.3 21.8 10.3 15.8 21.0 
 14.6
44   

severe   10.9   19.9 11.4 9.345   25.5 49.0    23.8 8.1  34.4  
 

16.5 24.7 12.6 18.0 18.0 
 14.0
t   

2.3 Total rate by relationship to 
the perpetrator(s)                         

 
      

intimate partner (current or 
former)  32.7 18.0 19.2 24.1 30.6 30.2 26.8 19.3 42.4 48.6 61.0 15.1   40.5 22.8  45.5 20.5 

 
32.9 46.7 22.9 33.8 39.0 

 21.1
46  48.4 

Intimate partner - current  23.4                21.2  8.6          
Intimate partner - former  41.9                27.9  31.8          
other than intimate partner:   18.4 8.6   19.2  20.6           18.0 9.1      18.0     
family member      50.0     84.5 79.0    92.4 59.0      30.4 33.9 47.0 65.3  7.4v    
family member male   30.1                   23.4         
family member female   38.7                   25.0         
father/stepfather    23.3                   59.0         
mother/stepmoth  er                                
sister/brot  her                                
daughter/son                                
friends, neighbou  rs                                
work or school   17.8 6.7                  17.5         
professional caregivers or helpe  r    s                             
casual acquaintance      56.6     12.5 14.0    31.2 21.6      69.6 58.7 15.4 14.0      
boyfrie  nd                      12  .6         
unknown person (stranger)   7.4   14.2     6.0 4.4    1.6 20.1 41.0 4.8   4.3 5.2 12.8 5.0      
mother in l  aw                                
father in l  aw                                
others      6.3     10.2 15.2    0.6 7.9  11.0   17.5 24.8 32.5 24.0      
2.4 Total rate by frequency   47            48    w            

                                                 
41 rate presents both physical and sexual violence, perpetuated by either IP or non-IP (might be overestimation of physical violence, because it consists of data on sexual violence only, as well) 
42 total rate is presented here under an assumption of the author of this report that women are victims, although they have been asked whether certain violent acts have happened in their families, and how often.   
43 different acts are available, but segregated by current and previous partner 
44 severity is classified in minor and severe, for use of force by IPV 
45 severe IPV is defined as: attempted strangulation, use of weapons, beating head against an object or wall 
46 rate includes threats or force 
47 among all women experienced non-IPV (in terms of 1-2 time, and >3 time, for Maldives and Solomon Islands) 
48 total rate by frequency is presented here under an assumption of the author of this report that women are victims, although they have been asked whether certain violent acts have happened in their families, and how often. 
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ce       on             17  .0    39  .0         
few (2-10)   35.6            4.0    61.0            
many (>10)   64.4                             
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Table 3. Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual violence in the last 12 months by relationship to the perpetrator(s) and frequency  
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3.1 Total rate 1.549   1.6 4.0       3.0   4.7            3.5   
3.1.1 Age-specific rate    50         51   52                 
15-19      30.5 32.1  3.4 7.9      2.0     46.7         53 3,654  
20-24    30.7  24.4 27.4  0.8 8.4   6.0        47.6        12.0 1.7  
25-29      22.0 31.2  4.0 4.3      0.8     54.2          1.7  
30-34    29.8  21.2 22.8  2.8 3.4   3.0        51.8       4.9 0.0 0.8  
35-39      12.7 21.0  3.4 7.5      0.3     42.6          1.6  
40-44    24.6  13.1 12.0  2.0 5.2   2.0        33. . 98        2 2 0.   
45-49    14.9  7.3 19.3  2.7 2.8      0.4     21.6          1.3  
50-5  4 0 .            1.                 1 6   
55-5  9                0.  3                 
60-6  4 .                            0 9   
65-6  9 .                            0 5   
                            0.5     
3.2 Total rate by relationship 
to the perpetrator(s)                                 
intimate partner (current or 
former)   2.0  1.0 30.2 24.2  2.8 5.6  3.2 3.0 3.0  1.2 4.2   3.0 44.4 4.0  1.1  14.8   1.0 2.6 12.7 
Intimate partner - current one               2.0       
Intimate partner - former one                1.6       
other than intimate partner:               2.  8 .6     2  
family memb  er                             0.0   
friends, neighbours                             0.3   
work or school                             0.2   
professional caregivers or 
helpers                                 
casual acquaintance   s .                            0 5   
unknown person     1.0                        1.7   
3.3 Total rate by frequency   55                              
on  ce                                
few (2-1  0) 3  1.                               
many (>1  0) 6  0.                               

                                                 
49 it is not clear whether available rate presents physical violence by all, or just by an intimate partner   
50 age-intervals are given as following: 18-24, 25-34, 35-44, and >45, sum up 100% 
51 age-intervals are given as following: 15-24, 25-34, 35-44, and 45-54 
52 age-intervals are given as following: 16-20, 21-30, 31-40, 41-50, and 51-60 
53 age-intervals are given as following: 16-24, 25-34, 35-44, 45-54, 55-64, and 65-69  
54 first age group is 18-19 years 
55 frequencies of current sexual violence are given just for spouse as a perpetrator 
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Table 3. Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual violence in the last 12 months by relationship to the perpetrator(s) and frequency (cont’d) 
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3.1 Total rate            0.9 .0 5                  
3.1.1 Age-specific rate                                
15-19      16.3     19.6 27.9    20.0 2.9     11.3 23.6 29.6 25.0      
20-24      10.4     8.6 27.1    12.8 0.6     16.8 20.2 22.7 21.4      
25-29      6.6     8.0 24.0    13.3 0.0     15.4 22.1 21.0 17.3      
30-34      8.7     7.4 24.4    10.5 1.6     12.6 16.8 18.1 12.6      
35-39      11.1     4.0 24.4    13.6 1.0     12.9 14.1 17.5 16.6      
40-44      5.2     4.9 15.9    6.6 1.9     8.8 12.6 14.2 13.4      
45-49      9.6     4.9 16.8    8.3 0.9     2.7 9.9 6.9 14.4      
50-5  4                                
55-5  9                                
60-6  4                                
65-6  9                                
                                
3.2 Total rate by relationship to 
the perpetrator(s)                      

 
         

intimate partner (current or 
former)   2.0   9.1 3.9  2.6  7.1 22.9    11.5 1.1    0.7 12.8 18.3 17.1 15.6 7.0  0.456  3.9 

other than intimate partner:        2.9                        
family memb  er                                
friends, neighbours                                
work or school    2.6                            
professional caregivers or helpers                                
casual acquaintances                                 
unknown person                                
3.3 Total rate by frequency                                
on  ce                                
few (2-1  0)                                
many (>1  0)                                

 

                                                 
56 rape/sexual assault 
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Table 4. Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual violence during lifetime by relationship to the perpetrator(s) and frequency  

 A
lb

an
ia

 

A
rm

en
ia

 

A
ze

rb
ai

ja
n 

A
us

tr
al

ia
 (1

) 

A
us

tr
al

ia
 (2

) 

B
an

gl
ad

es
h 

ci
ty

 

B
an

gl
ad

es
h 

pr
. 

B
ol

iv
ia

 

B
ra

zi
l c

ity
 

B
ra

zi
l p

r. 

C
am

bo
di

a 

C
am

bo
di

a 

C
an

ad
a 

(1
) 

C
an

ad
a 

(2
) 

C
ol

om
bi

a 

D
en

m
ar

k 

D
om

in
ic

an
 R

. 

Eg
yp

t 

El
 S

al
va

do
r 

Et
hi

op
ia

 p
r. 

Ec
ua

do
r 

Fi
nl

an
d 

Fr
an

ce
 

G
er

m
an

y 

H
ai

ti 

In
di

a 

Ire
la

nd
 

Ita
ly

 

Ja
pa

n 
ci

ty
 

K
iri

ba
ti 

4.1 Total rate 2.9   4.0  34.0               9.6 4.3  13.0   23.7   
4.1.1 Age-specific rate                       57  a     58   
15-19   0.4   42.4 48.6  6.9 11.2           56.5          3.6  
20-24   3.0   40.4 47.6  4.6 13.5           53.1        25.4 7.0  
25-29   4.7   38.1 54.3  12.1 10.2           66.4          6.1  
30-34      39.2 50.2  10.6 13.8           63.1        27.4 5.7  
35-39   5.159   30.7 47.1  11.2 18.6           57.7          5.5  
40-44      38.5 45.3  10.1 22.1           55.2        26.3 4.7  
45-49   4.860   23.2 53.2  12.6 10.2           47.1          8.9  
50-5  4 .                            23 3   
55-5  9                                 
60-6  4 .                            20 3   
65-6  9 .                            15 1   
                                 
4.2 Total rate by relationship 
to the perpetrator(s)                       61          
intimate partner (current or 
former)   2.9  12.0 37.4 49.7 15.2 10.1 14.3  3.6  16,062 11.0  6.4    12.0 58.6 63.0 11.5  7.7 17.0   6.1 6.2 46.1 
intimate partner - current                5.0      
Intimate partner - former                17.6      
others than intimate partner:      7.6 0.5  6.8 4.6           0.3  19.0  49.3    20.4 3.5 10.0 
family member      8.2   13.8 13.2               10.1    0.5 2.1  
family member male                      14.0          6.9 
family member fema  le .4                               3  
father/stepfather                         5.0          2.3 
friends, neighbours                      25.0   19.8    1.7   
work or school                         11.8    2.1  20.7 
professional caregivers or 
helpers                         3.8        
casual acquaintances       15.6   48.8 54.4               22.3    4.3 45.8  
boyfriend                                 
unknown person (stranger)     11.0 78.7   28.8 17.6            13.0   14.5    13.4 60.4 34.5 
others      4.1   15.0 16.2              9.0       0.2 2.1 39,1 
4.3 Total rate by frequency                                
on  ce                                 
few (2-1  0)                                69.563 
many (>1  0)                                29.964 

   
 
 
                                                 
57 segregation by age (10 years intervals) is given, but by intimate partner (current and/or former partner)  
58 age-intervals are given as following: 16-24, 25-34, 35-44, 45-54, 55-64, and 65-69  
59 age intervals 30-39 
60 age interval  40-49 
61 This rate is segregated for penetration, and other forms of sexual violence, by different perpetrators. Here are presented higher rates from either first or second subgroup of sexual violence. Therefore, 
percentages exceed 100  
62  in a last 5 years, not lifetime 
63 1-2 time, non-IPV (with >3 time, sum up 100% ) 
64 >3 time, non-IPV (with previous 1-2 time, sum up 100%)   
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4.1 Total rate    43.7        4.6 2.5 6.0 10.6                
4.1.1 Age-specific rate         a            a           
15-19      21.3     23.2 35.3    28.0 5.7      16.1 31.1 29.6 28.6      
20-24      17.9     18.4 42.1    19.9 3.6      22.6 30.5 34.0 34.5      
25-29      14.5     24.6 40.9    18.5 4.6      26.2 33.7 35.7 27.8      
30-34      14.3     19.2 48.5    16.4 9.7      26.2 28.8 30.9 24.0      
35-39      18.3     24.3 50.9    22.0 6.2      23.7 30.1 28.4 31.8      
40-44      14.3     23.6 48.9    18.7 4.3      21.4 27.7 26.8 29.0      
45-49      19.2     26.1 54.7    21.7 8.6      17.3 29.6 24.4 28.2      
50-5  4                                
55-5  9                                
60-6  4                                
65-6  9                                
                                
4.2 Total rate by 
relationship to the 
perpetrator(s)                      0.1

 

         
intimate partner (current or 
former)  7.5 6.7 9.0 4.1 16.5 10.2  7.6  22.5 46.7 5.1   19.5 6.3  54.7 6.2

 
23.0 30.7 29.9 28.9 15.0    5.1 

intimate partner - current  2.9           1.4     
Intimate partner - former  12.4           11.1     
others than intimate partner:  17.3 6.2 16.6  6.4  24.8   10.3 11.3     3.9  18.0 13.4  11.5 9.4 6.1 2.6 3.0     
family member      6.3     15.2 9.7 0.8   10.3 3.6      11.5 4.4 2.1 12.1      
family member male   17.1                8.5            
family member fema  le   1  .7                0.0            
father/stepfather    4.3                0.0            
friends, neighbours      

 

   13.0                       
work or school   49,665 1.8     2.666          24.1            
professional caregivers or 
helpers                      

 
         

casual acquaintances       66.7     40.0 47.3 7.4   58.6 41.1      48.8 45.2 31.9 36.4      
boyfriend                   47.7            
unknown person (stranger)   35.0   24.0     29.7 26.1 5.1   24.1 42.9  26.8   24.9 25.9 46.8 18.2      
others      5.2     24.1 24.2 12.5   7.5 17.9  23.9   22.0 27.4 24.5 39.4      
4.3 Total rate by frequency                               
on  ce                              
few (2-10)   38.5g            4.0    43. g 0            
many (>10)   61.5h            2.0     57. h 0            

Table 4. Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual violence during lifetime by relationship to the perpetrator(s) and frequency (cont’d) 
  

 
65 This category embrace the following: teacher, friend of family, work colleague  
66 Category summed up of the following perpetrators: teacher or professor (0.7%) and employer or the boss (1.9%) 



 
 

       30

Table 5. Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual or physical violence by current or former intimate partner in the last 12 months by frequency  
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5.1 Total rate   9.767  3.0a 30.2 31.9  9.3 14.8  14.6 2.0a   2.5a 9.8 12.5  24.068 53.7 10.0  7.969   12.5 10.3  2.4 3.8 36.1 
5.1.1 Age-specific rate                      70 d d       
15-19      47.5 41.3  19.0 20.2  4.0     15.4 21.0   50.0 15.0 25.4 10.4    3.6  
20-24      36.7 34.0  12.3 24.7  12.2     16.7 18.8   59.6 15.0 14.6 3.9 6.9 31.4 11.4    2.6  
25-29      36.3 40.2  9.8 14.5  19.1     13.4 14.1   63.9 10.0 19.4 12.3    6.1  
30-34      28.4 32.7  10.6 12.3  16.8     11.3 12.9   62.4 11.0 9.0 2.5 4.1 26.2 11.5    3.1  
35-39      19.3 25.7  6.7 12.6  16.8     9.6 12.6   52.0 10.0 22.4 9.9    5.9  
40-44      16.2 18.7  4.1 13.6  10.9     5.4 8.2   41.5 6.0 6.9 2.5 2.8 13.0 7.8    2.8  
45-49      9.8 25.7  9.0 5.6  18.1     5.5 4.5   27.9 7.0 12.5 5.9    2.2  
50-54                             
55-59                      4.7 2.3 1.4        
60-64                      2.3 0.1        
65-69                               
5.2 Total rate by 
frequency                       71 e 72    1.0   
never            12.0     52.0 54.6      27.8 44.8      
once                       44.5 47.2 50.3        
few (2-10)   7.4         50.773     5.7g 35.4g     55.574 52.8h 49.7h 29.9g 40.1g      
many (>10)   2.3         36.075     42.3i  9.1i      41.8i 14.4i      

                                                 
67 just for physical violence 
68 total rate of women subjected to violence of just current partner (rate is available also for the former partner, and it is 42%) 
69 total rate of women subjected to violence of just current partner (rate is available also for the former partner, and it is 6.1%)   
70 age-intervals are as following: 18-24, 25-34, 35-44, 45-59, >60   
71 frequency is presented just for current partners  
72  frequency is given for both current and/or former partner 
73 1-4 times 
74 more than once 
75  5 times and more 
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Table 5. Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual or physical violence by current or former intimate partner in the last 12 months by frequency (cont’d) 
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5.1 Total rate   6.4   19.5 11.9  6.6  19.2 34.2    2.4 3.7 12.2 41.8 1.2 21.5 29.1 21.3 22.9  5.9 4.2 26.5 
5.1.1 Age-specific rate                     b          
15-19      27.5 18.2    41.1 48.5    36.0 14.3     22.6 36.8 44.4 39.3 21.0  6.376 33.3
20-24      25.8 15.7    27.6 43.9    33.3 6.1    4.7 30.3 32.1 29.9 31.0   11.3 35.3
25-29      14.9 13.9    22.5 35.5    26.1 2.3     25.6 34.0 27.4 22.6 16.0   29.7
30-34      18.5 13.8    19.7 33.6    20.6 4.3    4.4 20.0 28.8 21.6 21.1   8.1 24.2
35-39      20.0 10.9    9.7 34.6    21.6 3.1     19.4 21.5 19.6 26.5 13.0   19.8
40-44      14.9 11.5    19.4 25.8    12.0 2.4    4.6 13.2 17.6 19.1 17.7    16.6
45-49      19.2 6.7    7.7 23.5    17.5 2.6     3.6 21.1 7.6 20.0 8.0  4.477 15.8
50-5  4                               
55-59                     4.7          
60-64                     5.2        1.378  
65-6  9                               
5.2 Total rate by 
frequency                      

 
        

never       57.9                       53.9
once                     63.6       38.  0   
few (2-10)       10.8g              36. h4       39.079  41.8g 

many (>10)       29.3i                     23.080  4.3i 

 

                                                 
76 for age interval 16-19 years 
77 for age interval 35-49 
78 for age interval 50-64 
79 2 - 5 times  
80  6 times and more 
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Table 6. Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual or physical violence by current or former intimate partner during lifetime by frequency  
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6.1 Total 
rate   

12.8
81  

31.0
82 53.4 61.7 53.3 28.9 36.9 22.5 17.5 

7.0
83  44.1  22.3 34.4  7.0 70.9 31 29.9  25.0 28.8 18.9   14.3 15.4 68.0 

6.1.1 Age-
specific rate                       84  d       
15-19   13.6   58.5 53.2  24.1 27.0  4.0   38.5  19.6 28.7   59.8 22.0    0.3 0.1    7.1  
20-24   11.3   55.9 53.3  22.3 38.8  13.7   43.4  25.7 34.1   67.4 29.0 25.7  28.9 0.3 0.2    13.0  
25-29   14.5   57.3 68.1  29.5 32.8  21.4   42.9  24.5 34.4   75.9 29.0    0.3 0.2    13.8  
30-34   13.8   55.0 66.5  29.6 35.5  19.4   43.8  23.2 37.1   77.1 32.0 28.6  30.7 0.3 0.2    16.5  
35-39   13.8   49.4 62.9  29.8 45.2  18.3   45.3  21.7 36.3   70.5 37.0    0.3 0.2    18.1  
40-44   13.5   47.7 57.3  27.7 42.2  12.7   43.3  23.3 33.2   67.6 29.0 27.4  28.0 0.2 0.2    14.2  
45-49   13.5   34.1 62.4  37.8 31.5  22.1   48.0  15.7 31.7   61.3 32.0    0.4 0.2    15.6  
50-54                                 
55-59                       27  .7 .4 25         
60-64                       14  .3 .1 13         
65-69                                 
6.2 Total 
rate by 
frequency                                
once    32  .4 .0                    31         

few (2-10)    
67.6
85                     36  .0        

many (>10)                         33  .0        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
81 just for physical violence 
82 total rate of women subjected to violence of just current partner 
83 For the last five years. not a lifetime period 
84 age-intervals are as following: 18-24. 25-34. 35-44. 45-59. >60 
85 more than once 
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Table 6. Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual or physical violence by current or former intimate partner during lifetime by frequency (cont’d) 
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6.1 Total rate  37.6 19.5 23.4 24.6 35.9 30.2 26.8 19.3  51.2 69.0    46.1 23.7 27.9 21.7 21.4  41.3 55.9 41.1 47.4 42.0 28.886  48.4 
6.1.1 Age-specific rate  d                   d      87     
15-19      42.5   18.0 0.3 53.6 60.3    52.0 20.0      29.8 44.3 48.1 50.0     38.4 
20-24  22.7    35.8   19.9 0.4 50.0 67.8    46.8 18.9    20.3  39.4 48.9 44.3 52.4 35.0    49.3 
25-29      32.5   20.1 0.4 55.1 63.9    39.8 18.5      45.5 58.0 46.5 45.9     53.2 
30-34  30.8    34.3   20.5 0.4 49.3 69.5    45.8 25.9    19.5  44.3 62.0 42.1 39.4 39.0    48.5 
35-39      35.7   16.8 0.4 51.1 71.7    48.4 23.7      46.2 56.4 41.2 54.3     46.4 
40-44  33.3    36.4   19.6 0.5 54.2 70.9    48.8 26.1    21.1  39.6 58.8 36.6 47.8 42.0    50.0 
45-49      44.2    0.4 46.5 76.0    49.2 27.7      34.5 64.8 35.1 44.6 48.0    44.0 
50-5  4                                
55-59  44.5                   20.8           
60-64  29.6                   17.1           
65-6  9                                
6.2 Total rate by 
frequency                      

 
         

on  ce   32.  0                             
few (2-1  0)   44.  0                           
many (>1  0)   24.  0                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
86 includes non-physical abuse (emotional. financial). threats; force; sexual assault or stalking   
87 age intervals as following: 15-24. 25-34. 35-44. and 45-49 


	Introduction
	1. Methods of collection
	1.1. Age groups 
	1.2. Severity of violence
	1.3. Relationship to the perpetrator(s)
	1.4. Frequency 

	2. Indicators on Violence against Women
	2.1 Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to physical violence in the last 12 months by severity of violence, relationship to the perpetrator(s) and frequency
	2.2 Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to physical violence during lifetime by severity of violence, relationship to the perpetrator(s) and frequency
	2.3 Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual violence in the last 12 months by relationship to the perpetrator(s) and frequency
	2.4 Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual violence during lifetime by relationship to the perpetrator(s) and frequency
	2.5 Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual or physical violence by current or former intimate partner in the last 12 months by frequency
	2.6 Total and age-specific rate of women subjected to sexual or physical violence by current or former intimate partner during lifetime by frequency


