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EXAMPLES OF COMPLETE SETS OF ECONOMIC QUESTIONS 

It is difficult to find census questionnaires where the 'economic' questions cover 
all the topics included in the Principles and Recommendations, Revision 2. This is 
partly because there are other competing demands for space on the census questionnaire 
and also because some of these topics (and changes in conceptual boundaries) have been 
added since the 2000 census round and thus few countries have had a chance to even 
consider adopting them.' A few reasonably comprehensive examples of the 'economic' 
block of questions are presented here to show how they have been structured. 

Examples from a range of countries, mainly English-speaking countries (one from 
a French-speaking country, two from Spanish-speaking countries; and several for 
which English translation was available), have been included at this stage. The sets of 
questions from the developed countries Australia, Canada, France, Italy and Japan, are 
also provided, although it is recognized that the questionnaires of these countries are 
quite lengthy, and in most cases will take far too much space for use for the census in 
the countries that represent the major audience for this Handbook. They however 
present a good basis for other countries considering a review of their questions and/or 
testing of new questions, to experiment with other formulations adapted to, their specific 
contexts. 

The examples are presented under four groupings, following the format of 
the questionnaire from which they were extracted: 

(a) Questionnaires in the landscape format, one or two pages used for several 
individuals a specific household, with the listing of individuals along the 
rows and the questions presented in the columns. 

(b) Questionnaires using the portrait format, one or more pages used for several 
individuals within a specific household, with the listing of individuals along 
the columns and the questions presented along the rows. 

(c) Questionnaires using the portrait format, with one or more pages devoted to 
an individual/respondent; and the question set presented for each individual 
on one or more pages. 

(d) Questionnaires from developed countries (which follow the second and third 
types of formats) are presented separately. 
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A. Questionnaires using the landscape format 

The landscape format has been particularly favoured by countries in Africa, 'which 
have very few resources for censuses and often try to fit all questions onto one side of a 
large questionnaire. In most cases the topics included and the space allowed for each 
topic are severely restricted. Four examples of the block of economic questions in this 
format are presented (Botswana, 2001; Malawi, 1987; Namibia, 2001; South Africa; 
2001). 

Botswana 2001: Has a total of six questions, three on activity status (employment, 
unemployment, and job seeking); the other three on employment status, occupation 
and industry in that order. 

Malawi 1998: Has three effective columns, one tries to combine 'current 
activity (including active, inactive unemployment and first-time job seekers) and 'status 
in employment'. The remaining two deal with occupation and industry. 

Namibia 2001: There are four questions, the first dealing with activity status 
(unemployed and employed) as well as reason for non-economic activity. The others 
cover occupation, status in employment and industry.  

South Africa 2001: Devotes ten columns to economic characteristics: the first two deal 
with activity status and reason for non-economic activity; the next two deal with 
unemployme nt, and the following four cover status in employment, industry (two related 
questions), and occupation. The last two are on hours worked and place of work.  
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B. Questionnaires using the portrait format (type 1) (several 
individuals listed on one or more pages) 

The portrait format that list individuals along the columns and has the questions in the 
rows, is a major improvement over the landscape format with respect to space (both 
for formulating questions and recording of answers). Two examples of the block of 
economic questions are presented (Mauritania, 1988; and Sri Lanka, 2001).  

Mauritania 1988: Although the questions are presented on several pages with more than 
one individual listed on a page, the format is similar to the landscape one, in which 
the individuals are recorded along the rows and questions/characteristics presented 
along the columns. There is however a lot more space allocated per individual/per 
question than in the landscape format. There are four questions on economic 
characteristics. One on activity status, and one each on occupation, status in 
employment and industry.  

Sri Lanka 2000: The five questions that are presented deal with status in 
employment, occupation, industry, institutional sector of employment and principal non-
economic activity, during the twelve-month reference period.  
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