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EXAMPLES OF COMPLETE SETSOF ECONOMIC QUESTIONS

It is difficult to find census questionnaires where the ‘economic’ questions cover
all the topics included in the Principles and Recommendations, Revision 2. Thisis
partly because there are other competing demands for space on the census questionnaire
and also because some of these topics (and changes in conceptual boundaries) have been
added since the 2000 census round and thus few countries have had a chance to even
consider adopting them." A few reasonably comprehensive examples of the ‘economic'
block of questionsare presented here to show how they have been structured.

Examples from a range of countries, mainly English-speaking countries (one from
a French-speaking country, two from Spanish-speaking countries;, and several for
which English trandation was available), have been included at this stage. The sets of
guestions from the developed countries Australia, Canada, France, Italy and Japan, are
also provided, athough it is recognized that the questionnaires of these countries are
quite lengthy, and in  most cases will take far too much space for use for the census in
the countries that represent the major audience for this Handbook. They however
present a good basis for other countries considering a review of their questions and/or
testing of new questions, to experiment with other formul ations adapted to, their specific
contexts.

The examples are presented under four groupings, following the format of
the questionnaire from which they were extracted:

(@ Questionnaires in the landscape format, one or two pages used for several
individuals a specific household, with the listing of individuals aong the
rows and the questions presented in the columns.

(b) Questionnaires using the portrait format, one or more pages used for several
individuals within a specific household, with the listing of individuals aong
the columns and the questions presented along the rows.

(c) Questionnaires using the portrait format, with one or more pages devoted to
an individual/respondent; and the question set presented for each individual
0N one or more pages.

(d) Questionnaires from developed countries (which follow the second and third
types of formats) are presented separately.
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A. Questionnaires using the landscape for mat

The landscape format has been particularly favoured by countriesin Africa, ‘which
have very few resources for censuses and often try to fit all questions onto one side of a
large questionnaire. In most cases the topics included and the space allowed for each
topic are severely restricted. Four examples of the block of economic questions in this
format are presented (Botswana, 2001; Maawi, 1987; Namibia, 2001; South Africa;
2001).

Botswana 2001: Has a total of six questions, three on activity status (employment,
unemployment, and job seeking); the other three on employment status, occupation
and industry in that order.

Malawi 1998: Has three effective columns, one tries to combine ‘current
activity (including active, inactive unenployment and first-time job seekers) and 'status
in employment'. The remaining two deal with occupation and industry.

Namibia 2001: There are four questions, the first dealing with activity status
(unemployed and employed) as well as reason for norneconomic activity. The others
cover occupation, statusin employment and industry.

South Africa 2001: Devotes ten columns to economic characteristics. the first two deal
with activity status and reason for non-economic activity; the next two deal with
unemployment, and the following four cover status in employment, industry (two related
guestions), and occupation. The last two are on hours worked and place of work.
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Botswana 2001

ALL PERSONS 12 YEARS AND OVER ;|
ECONOMIC ACTIVITY ¢ "TOCCUPATION (INDUSTRY JOB SEEKER |
What has ..., been | Whal was ... doing mainly in the past 7 davs” | What was ... working as dunng the | Whal tvpe of work did . do in | What was the main product, service What steps did

Juing mainly since
Independence day

19997

Il Warked for paymenl
(Cash or in-kand)

past 7 Jays?

U Employee - Pasd cash

the past 7 days™

(Probe as necessary, use 1wa ur

or acuvity of place of work”

(Probe as necessary, use twa of

take during
e lust 30 days |
T seek work? |

Seasonal work 02 Worked in family business | GOTO A2} | 02 Employec - Paid in kind mare words to describe the mure words W descrine the
01 Paid 02 Unpaid (unpad) 013 Self-employed (no employees)  |occupation) industry) i1 Repister at ..
Non-seasonal work |03 Worked at lands/caitle post 04 Self-employed (with employees) b Labour Oifice !
03 Paid 04 Unpaid {unpaid) L 08 Members of producers’ GOTO A27 tor Femabe 2 Appled
Other 04 Job secker: GOTO A26 couperatives directly
05 Jub Secker IF FEMALE | 06 Working 1n family business 3 Vasied work
06 Home Maker |05 Home maker GOTO AZ7 {unpaid) sites |
07 Student 06 Student Wmaleend | 07 Working at landicanleposis 4 Asked [riends/ |
015 Retired 07 Renred interview tunpaidh relatvess :
09 Sick 08 Sick U8 Apprentices (therispeiy}
|-~ Onher {specify) Oher (specify)
ATl (2) AL2(2) AL A4 AZS AZ6
1 - I i

- T el LA r""' Y et e 7 S T

= e |1 S o [ :
!——_‘,__.._ presey -_-],_._ —__[__ o ikl
L (o | |

__,_..i
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Malawi 1998
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PEASONT IDYEARE DR HORE
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k:‘.‘ Exancrvb Sy
Py M e Frvu sy
Actiwty
las B T e [T e———
i TN reain ocoopionT e or Bkna e
T e
Do | R
tsfriaged | S i i ST [T P A -
o :I-':':‘ [FRT LIS PR Bl DA e,
[e——— !l‘: Rt e Lt TR RN DT
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=iE Iuw Y mid
i
| ' Landi L s e SR
i I Zodt ] N
| i i)
I { e e i v
I Lissaiitmaiol | |
|
I I I ) O
|__ SRR I R PR Pt OV A
B . P TR e
O 28 gl el el B
I [
| PP o —
- L ememaininmsa ) ET T
| | i ks 2 R
i | —— PPy
_ | ] EE]
vl R e g e
i i - - STl
AP v A R T
— I
MCTRE AT
tedarra = B Fwdrma o (Mo v el
L L [ e e S T
P prsty beL el i i = [ i | = O
Tl e 0 34 L L R - I :.'.T v
B s = ih Frackr v 11 s am, g
U= prn o e [+ R i
Pl Fadran, paaingeg =y v e o
‘et Coledd usl mawiaar mig® ® OF Fardl i
By b Bl e abwi ik = 0




Namibia 2001

D |

For persons aged 8 years and

dnove
During the last 7 For those coded 01, 02 and 03 in D1
days pror o
Census In your main il
census night, yaur main job dic Wit kind F
did { nune | work you work as I ctiv ]
at leas 01 Subssizaces ubicavily 8
Tor uf least one =i =
hsut Communsal  laimeriwaih 13 curried =
e M:"_ paid emplayves ol at (name’s) =
[I-‘I..iﬁ.: ar funmly E ?“" -|h\|\|.:rx=ﬁ?-:.{:\|nu|u1 workplace E
Ean ' Larmeni v ithool
1 Yoo Worked What type/ e cinplivees | F]
132 B, Bt has a b knd of work = O Oidwer eiploseibwnl =
1o 2 b dididoes naine) do B pard eployeess
D mecnaphyed at hisher place of = 34 OMpe s f._...r,,... Decaqibe the activity
Taurthed befiorei i ¥ workent without pesd
THIL mepdaoged work e employess b
(LT : ; 1% Emglayeei Gosenument
prbaeekers Write the & i parastatali
l e I Emphuseei private
naker Thain wrk 07 Lingesed 1simaly
U? les s Fevaprcis chone swotwbirn Subvssstznee!
HSescre Disuhbed Comenuenuasl farmeen
R lred 08 Oitbeer wapaiad faspuly
TN uge wiiker y
11 Ciber, spowilly 0% Cuher, speify
s kil
o o2 04 i) T3 DA
e — —— —— e—
.
e — — — — —
o — — — — —
— — — Sm— — S— il — — e
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South Africa 2001

ASK FOR ALL PERSONS AGED 10 YEARS AND OLDER (BORN BEFORE 100CTOBER 1991)

ANY WORK IN THE 7 DAYS
BEFORE 10 OCTOBER

— | REASON WHY NOT WORKING
8) .(P-18a)

In the SEVEN DAYS before - - - -
Aioour;t;:gmm |IfNO to P-18

person i What Is the main rezson why (the
PAY (incash orin kind)  parson) did not have work in the
PROFIT or FAMILY GAIN, + ggven days before 10 October?
-foronehourormore? | { = Scholar or student

'2= Home-maker or housewife

1=Yes: fomal registered 3= Pensioner o retired person/

(non-farming) too old to wark
2=Yes:informal :4 = Unable to work due to iliness

unregstered (non- I ordisability

famming) 5= Seasonal worker notworking
3 =Yes: famming presently
4=Yes hasworkbutwas 6= Does not choose to wi

i ork
temporarily absent 17 = Could not find work

5=No: did not have work

:If more than one reason, write the code
of the MAIN (most important) reason,

HYES goto P-19

DID NOT HAVE ANY WORK

equipment to start own
business or farm, Sot P20

ASK FOR ALL PERSONS AGED 10 YEARS AND OLDER (BORN BEFORE

COMPANY/BUSINESSACTIVITY OCCURTION HOURS
{(P19b) I(P-1%¢) ‘ WORKED
(P-18d)
If YES to P-18 HYEStoP-18 If YES to P-18
What does the business do (main What s the main occupation of (the person)in  Howmany
sconomic activity)? . thisworkplace? hoursdid (the
* Occupation refers to the type of work (the person) person) work in
Wite the MAIN INDUSTRY, economic ! performed in the seven days before 10 October. the seven days
activity, product or sesvice of (the before
| person’s) employer o company. For | Use twoor more words. 10 October?
exampie, gold mining, road construction,
supermarket, police service. healthcare. For example, street trader cattle farmer prmary  1f (the person)
 hairdressing, banking. | school teacher, domestic worker, fruitvendor, was absent from
R truck driver, warehouse manager, filing clerk, etc.  work those
- Write the activity of the person if setf- . seven days, but
_employed. For example, subsistence  Use CAPITAL LETTERS only. usuallyworks,
i farming. '
#f doing PAID domestic work i a private of hours
household, write DOMESTIC SERVICE mﬁua"v

Use CAPITAL LETTERS only.
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¥ HAD WORK

ACTIVESTEPS AVAILABILITY ~ TWORKSTATUS " BUSINESSICOMPAN
ICOMPANY NAME
(PaaD) (P-18c) , (P19) (P-19a)
: LR EEC u-. - ? & s Ryt s ik s s e e o s e e
N0 to P-18 linowrss  rveswpts |
R SR ! 0] i FYES to P-18
'WEEKS before howsooncould § How
v ! § Howcanonabest  Whatis the FULL name of
" Ociober has(the  _ (the person) stat?; doscribe(the | bus ———y
porson) takan actve [1=Witinone | person's)main | organisation forwhom (the
steps L week activityorwork | person) works?
‘employment? i2=Morethan | status? i
;;;L&: L“Zfﬁ'e‘i‘; ?1 Paid employ Pt
i ‘ = ce | . and the business dems
l:gsmh(mn 13=W;T:| { 2= Padfamly | nothave a name, write SELI
. WP ¢ worker , the appropriate row.
;anc]wn"es cr:au;er todweeks | 3= Sef-employed ffd(:grgng domestic work i
; |a§e3ygfn places, 14= Some time %4=Emp&oyer | private household, write
P .semansweredm red o aterdweeks 5= Unpadfamiy  * DOVESTIC SERVICE
forland or a building or i P ok :
g choose to work { 6= Other (specify) * Use CAPITAL LETTERS ooy

10 OCTOBER 1991) WHO HAD WORK
PLACE OF WORK

(P-19¢) (P-190)
If YES to P-18

Does (the person) work in the same sub-place in whie
s/e usually lives?
Y =VYes

i N=No

+ Dot the appropriate box.
. If NO, where s this place of work?
. [ NOT the same place, write PROVINCE # & ,

MAIN PLACE (city, town, tribal area, administrative arss s
SUB-PLACE (suburb, ward, village, farm, informal setiemsss

write the number  If another country, write the name of the country in e S

below.



B. Questionnairesusing theportrait format (typel) (several
individuals listed on one or mor e pages)

The portrait format that list individuals along the columns and has the questions in the
rows, is a mgor improvement over the landscape format with respect to space (both
for formulating questions and recording of answers). Two examples of the block of
economic questions are presented (Mauritania, 1988; and Sri Lanka, 2001).

Mauritania 1988: Although the questions are presented on several pages with more than
one individual listed on a page, the format is similar to the landscape one, in which
the individuals are recorded along the rows and questions/characteristics presented
aong the columns. There is however a lot more space allocated per individual/per
guestion than in the landscape format. There are four questions on economic
characteristics. One on activity status, and one each on occupation, status in
employment and industry.

Sri Lanka 2000: The five questions that are presented deal with status in
employment, occupation, industry, institutional sector of employment and principal non
economic activity, during the twelve-month reference period.
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Sri L anka 2001

P18 | ACTIVITIES I THE LAST 12 MONTHS AND THEIR Activit, Weeks | Activit Weeks| Activit Weeks | Activit Weeks| Activity Weeks
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥
DURATIONS (1N WEHEKS):
: A. Paid A. Paid A. Paid A. Paid A. Pad
A . Paid employment” P Dj o Dj D:l ED D:I
15, Employer 1
5. Emp. B. Emp. B.E - Em B. Emp.
C . Onn accounmt worker P L___‘j il m . . {:D t P ED e D:E
D. Conuibuting 1o family caterprises (unpaid [amily worker)
. . . AW, OAW. JDAW, AW AW
E. Available/ Secking work coaw. [T Jjc.0 CLfee [Tje CTjce 1]
F. ND!‘I <oonomc I!C‘I\']lil" F; .
Cami il . . D.Famil
{Studrent, house keeping, income rewepient/peasioner, unahlefioo D. Family ED D.Family [!:i D.Family ED D Famity m S D:I
oid 1 work, chilid not att=nding school, other non ceonomic . . .
. Avail: E. Availabl E. Available E. Available E. Available
1F not enganed 0 2ay sctivity wite 00 for that activity, F.NEA. i F.NEA. l F.N.EA. | 1 F.NEA I F.N.EA. 1
The sum of sll durations showeld be 52 weeks.
P19 | PRINCIFAL OCCUPATION GR KIND OF WORK DONE IN THE If PIRA to PISD |IFf PISA te PISD  [If PISA to PIBD {11 PI8BA 1o PIED - |If PI18A to PIXD
LAST 12 MONTHS: 00" go to P 22 ‘00" go te P 22 ‘00" go to P22 ‘00" go to P22 00" go 1w P22
If PESA o PIAD 00" go te P 22
Stawe clearty exactoccupation or kind of work done during
the It 17 months,
¢g. Paudy culuvator, Tea plucker, Accounts elerk, oo v v L e s o foe e s L
Mathematics wacher, Vegetable seller (reund),
Domesne helper ete If the person had more than one o
- wenfwoth, gaive the prowipal ocapatianeik My
wn whinh most nme was ‘[‘\‘I’:'\ I ! [ ; T [ E l i 1 E I |_ 1 l l [ I i I
1"20 | 1NDUSTRY, BUSINESS OR SERVICE:
Describe the kind of products made or services rendered at
the work place of the principal occupation/ work - e || ceetmem e eitiem e e emsatas
Write the name of the work place. -
cg.  Paddy cultivation, Tea cultivation, Education
department, Textile shop (retail), Garment factory cic. | I i | E { { l T ! ! —l | 1 l 1 I l | |
P21 | EMPLOYMENT STATUS AND SECTOR: 1.Govt  4Emplo. [1.Govt. 4Emplo. |1.Govi. 4Emplo. |1.Gove 4Emplo. |1.Govi  4Emplo.
1 G ploy 4. Employ 28emi 50wn 28emi  suwn 28emt 5.0wn 28emi 5.0wn 25emi  50wn
L Semi governmmicnt 5. Own account worker govL accwor. | goveh acc.wor. | govi accwor, [ gove acc.wor. | govl BCC.WOT.
employes 6. Unpaid family worker 3Pvisec. 6Unpaid | 3Pvisec. 6.Unpaid |3Pvisec. 6Unpaid |3 Pvisec. 6.Unpaid |3Pvisec, 8 Unpaid
3. Private sector employee employ, famwor | employ. [amwor | employ. famwor | employ. fam.wor | employ. famwor
P22 | PRINCIFPAL NON ECONOMIC ACTIVITY IN THE LAST 12 If PI8F is '00" go |If P18F is "00' go | If PISF is "00° go |If PISF is "00' go |If PISF is '00° go
B B B B &
MONTHS: te P 23 te P23 to P23 te P23 to P23
It PLEF is 00" u
SULBR A& 1.Student 4. Unable/ | 1.Swadent 4.Unable/ | 1.Student 4 Unable/ | 1 Sudent 4.Unablel | 1.Srademt 4 Unable/
1 Swdent 4. Unable/Too old to work 2.H.h. Tooold | ZH.h. Tooold | 2H.h Teoold * 2.H.h. Tooold | 2H.h. Teo old
2 Household work 5. Child not attending school work  5.Child work  5.Child work  5.Child work  5.Child work  5.Child
3. Income recipient/ 6. Other non economic activity 3Increcd motat. 3lncrec/ notau. 3dncrec) notau. dlncree/ not au. | Jlnerecs mot att.
Pensioner Pensi.  6.0ther Pensi.  6Other Pensi.  6.0ther Pensi.  6.Other Pensi.  6.Other
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Mauritania 1988

ACTIVITE ECONOMIQUE: PERSONNES AGEES DE 10 ANS ET PLUS

SITUATION D'ACTIVITE

POUR LES «OCCUPES ET SANS TRAVAIL DEJA TRAV. CHER»

PROFESSION SITUATION DANS BRANCHE D'ACTIVII
PRINCIPALE LA PROFESSION ECONOMIQUE
18 19 20 21

1] Occupe (o)

4 D Etudiant- éigve

5[] Menagere

2D Sans trav. deja trav cher EE!Hanchcaae 1e)
3] sans trav. cher. 1* trav

7 D Retrang (e}

8] Renber
9 D Autre

1D Indepencant

] empioyeur
3D3azr:: pemanent
4[] saare temperave

5[ apprent

&[] aae amia

7 i Autre

1| Occupe (e}

| &[] Etvaiant-gleve

SD Menagere

2] Sans wav. dea vav. cner g [T Handicape ()
| 3[] Sans trav. cher 1% irav

7 D Rewraite (e)
& D Renter

QD Autre

1 D ingependani
2] employewr
3DSasar-e peATEnen!

4[] satare

5 D Apprents
[3D Asge lamadal
7] Autee

1[_] Occupe 1.eJ

2[Jsans wav. deja trav. cher
: SD Sans trav. cher. 1% frav

a4 | _| Erdiant-gigve

SE Menagere
& [ ranacape (e
7 D Retrare (e}

-] D Renner
9 Aute

;D Empioyeur

JD&;-J—‘\ permanent

5 [j Apprent
o] A ramia

1| Oceupe e}

4[] Ervdiant-sieve

EDSans trav. déa trav. cher
3[] sans wav. cher. 1 wav

5[ 1 Menagere.
& D Hanaicape ()
T D Retraie (el

3 D Renter
9 _[‘j Autre

3] jsaane pemanen

~i___! Saarie lempoiaie

5 D Apprents
o] Aige tamua
f_j Autra

1| Occupe (@)

4| _§ Endiant-gleve

2[3 Sans trav dag trav cher
QDSans Irav. cner |y trav

——
5[ | Menagere

8] Hanacape e
?Dﬁelraufe el

EDQer‘Ie'

8[ Autre

Ej Indepanzant
‘5 Empioyeur

3 ] Sowre prrnanen:

I'_l Saane 1emp aep

5!:] Apgrents
o] e rames

D Antre

1] Occupe ()

4[] Etudiant-eleve

2:] Sans trav. deja trav cher
SD Sans trav cher. 1% trav

el 1 a4

ijaha G

7 D Retrate |

1] incepencant
=D Empegyeur
3 D Saure pesTanent

<[] Swane temperae

“D Agprent
L'D Ange 1amieg

1] Oceupe te)

4[] Etudiant-eleve

ZDSans lrav. déj@ trav cher g
3[) sans wav. cher 17 trav

TDFe:-eae 1@
ED Renter
':ID Autre

|D Ingepengant
eD Empigyeur
SDS.mre =0 FH

D Saane emporare

1] Gecupe (ot

4[] Endiant-gleve

e
2:[53115 rav de@ trav cher
BD Sans wav cher 1% tray

ﬂfj Menagere
6-'| Handicape 1)
7 Dﬁemu:e 1€

8 Dﬁenler
) |—?IA.J'.re

1] raetenm

A7 empiovew
3D$mu— [l Lol
i‘:[ Saidig lempurary

L{_J Oceupe (o)

4[] Enant-gleve

5[ ! Menagere

él:E'Sans trav déja trav cher g DHanmcape )
JDSans trav. cher. 1% lrav

7 mﬂelrauee el

8 D Renver
9 Ei Autrg

] D— Ingepesdant
] empoyeur
3D5~1H'E peTTEEn

4] |Sa|:1r-e EmpHane

5 D Appent
[ [j Aige lamibdi
'D Autre
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