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Crime Statistics in Jordan

Crime is defined as any act thet causes damages or injuries to persons or public or private property. The
definition covers grave carimes, fdonies and ample offences. Crimes differ in terms of definition: Grave
crimes are defined as those whose perpetrators are convicted to desth or imprisonment for aminimum term
of three years. Felonies are those offences in which the convicts are placed in a detention and rehabilitation
center to spend thelr terms for periods ranging from one week to three years. Smple offences do not pose
any threat to the sodiety and mogt of them end with condiliation between the litigating parties

Genera Crimesin Jordan, 1998-2007

Year Number of Cases
1998 29065
1999 31758
2000 30667
2001 33391
2002 30858
2003 29756
2004 29927
2005 29513
2006 39108
2007 42996

Data show that Generd Crimes in Jordan incressed steedily during the period 1998-2001, where the total
crimesincreasad from about 29 thousand in 1998 to 334 thousand aimes in 2001. Starting the 2002, the
number of crimes decressed and reached about 31 thousand and continued that until the end of 2005.

It is noted that the number of crimes has sgnificantly increased by ten thousand casesin 2006 compared to
2005. It is worthy to mention thet this increese is dtributed to regigering dl arimes and fdonies thet were
not previoudy registered. Such cases usad to be conddered as Smple arimes and were settled & police
centers without reporting that to the court.



Daa on cimes and fdonies committed in Jordan during the period 2003-2007 reveded that crimes
condiitute less than one-fifth of the totd crimes and felonies in every year during the mentioned period and
ranged between 16.2 % in 2004 and 18.8 % in 2007.

Felonies condtitute the large proportion of the totd crimes and fdonies during the above time period. The
number of fdonies increesed from 24857 in the year 2003 to 34897 in the year 2007 which means a
percentage increase of aout 40 %. This significant increese s attributed to registering dl fdonies theat were
not previoudy regisered. Such cases used to be conddered as Smple felonies and were settled a police
centers without reporting thet to the court.

Crimesand FdoniesCommitted in Jordan
DuringthePeriod 2003-2007

Yexr Crime Feony Totd
2003 4899 24857 29756
2004 4857 25070 20027
2005 4897 24616 29513
2006 7114 3194 39108
2007 8099 A897 42996

The prevdence of crimein Jordan is il within reesonable and controllable reates. The crimes perpetrated in
Jordan are 4ill limited in terms of range and type. The mgority of perpetrators act individudly .Crime
related data show an increese in the number of generd crimes during 2007, in comparison with the 2003
(from 29756 crimesin 2003 to 42996 arimesin 2007).

The prevdence of crime is measured by the number of crimes per 10,000 or 100,000 populétion. The
higher this rate, the more prevdent crime is in the sodiety and vice versa According to this messure, it is
obsarved that arime rates increased between 2003 and 2007 — from 569 crimes per 100,000 populaion in
2003 to 751 crimes per 100,000 population in 2007. The highest rates observed according to governorates
are for Agaba and Amman Governorates But the highest rate recorded was for Agaba Governorate
namely 1399 and 910 per 100,000 population. It is observed thet the crime rates have dropped sgnificantly
in al governorates between 2003 and 2007 with the excegption of Tefella Governorate which witnessed a
dight increee in itsrate.



In 2003, atotd of 3975 grave crimes - i.e, 16.0 % of the totd number of crimes for that year - were
reported. This figure increasad to 6340 (j.e, 19.6 % of the tatd) in 2007. Feonies on the other hand, were
more prevdent, risng from 24,857 (835 % of the total) offences in 2003 to 34897 (81.2 % of the totd)
offencesin 2007.

The datareved that, during these two years, the prevaence ratle was the highest for crimind robberies (55.5
% of thetatd in 2003 and 74.2 % of thetota in 2007) and the lowest was for atempted murders (6.2 % in
2003 and 4.7 in 2007).

In the year 2005, Youths (aged 18-27 years) committed the highes number of intended murders,

accounting for around two fifths of this type of crime. By contradt, younger persons (aged less then 18
years) committed the least number (6.6 %) of such crimes. Taking the Satus of economic activity of

perperators of homiddes into condderation, it is evident thet workers in the free professions account for
the highest share of thistype of crime - more than hdf (56.6 %) of the perpetrators. Unemployed persons
and sudents come in second place with 13.2 %, while housawives come lagt, with only 2.6 % of the totd
number of homiddes.

Selected Main Grave Crimes Committed,
Jordan, 2003 and 2007

Kind of GraveCrime - 207
No. % No. %
Criminal Robberies 2205 | 555 5074 74.2
Heavy Injury 568 14.3 643 94
Ravishes 642 16.2 628 9.2
Criminal Falsification 312 7.8 171 25
Attempted Murders 248 6.2 324 4.7
Total 3975 | 100.0 | 6840 100.0

Source: Department of Statistics



Selected Main Gave Cines Comtted in
2003 and 2007
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Data reveals that crimes committed by juveniles in Jordan constituted 11.2 % of total crimes
registered in 2007. Crimes against properties have topped the crimes committed by juveniles,
while crimes against persons constitute 18 % of the total crimes committed by juveniles.

Crimes against public morals and ethics occupied the third rank among the types of crimes

committed by juveniles and accounted for 5.0 %.

At regiona level, about 53 % of the total crimes committed by juveniles took place in the
middle region of the Kingdom, while the North region occupied the second rank with about

31 % of the total crimes committed by juveniles.

Crimes against property account for about 60% of the total crimes committed by students in
2007, while crimes against the person comes second with about 21 %. In comparison, crimes

against public administration account for about 6 % of the total crimes committed by students.

As for the crimes committed by foreigners in Jordan, the crimes against property have topped
all types of crimes and account for about 64 % of the total crimes. Crimes against the person

occupied the second rank with about 16 % of the total crimes committed by foreigners.



