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Item 3 of the provisional agenda

MATTERS AR SI NG FROM THE TH RTY- SECOND SESS| ON

Report of the Bureau neeting

New York, 18 June 1998

1. The Bureau nmet on 18 June 1998, imedi ately after the
thirty-second session of the Subcoonmttee, to foll ow up decisions
made by the Subcommttee during the session. The Bureau took the

fol |l owi ng acti ons:

(a) Qassification of statistics and statistical activities

The Bureau noted that the Subcommttee had “requested ILO
and ESCAP to work together and prepare a concrete proposal for
the mnor changes needed to bring the classifications into
correspondence (the statistics part of the ACC classification and
the classification used in the integrated presentation of
statistical programmes of ECE, CECD and EURCSTAT), circulate the
proposal to nenbers of the Subcommttee for comment, and provide
the (anended) proposal to the Chairman of the Subcommttee with a
short note expl ai ni ng the background, what had been done, and the
results. The Subcommttee agreed that the Chairman woul d forward

the proposal to the Chairnman of the Conference of European



Statisticians for consideration.” The Bureau requested |ILO and
ESCAP to draft a covering letter, by which the Chairnman of the
Subcommttee woul d forward the above nenti oned proposal s and
notes to the Chairman of the CES. The |ILO and ESCAP offered to
conplete this work quickly and circulate the results to the
nmenbers of the Bureau, in the first instance, for comments by

Sept enber 1998.

(b) Agenda for the thirty-third session of the Subcommttee

The Bureau reviewed the provisional agenda that had been
approved by the Subcommttee. The Bureau considered that (a)
environnent statistics mght be treated as a priority subject
again at the thirty-third session; (b) no special search woul d be
undertaken for a “special topic”, inline with the origina
concept that the “special topic” would be “occasional”, emerging
fromthe work and concerns of the Subcommttee; (c) the item
“indicator project” needed a clearer, nore descriptive title so
that readers woul d understand its coverage; (d) the |inks between
the SNA, GDDS and SDDS shoul d be expl ored. The Bureau decided to

consi der the provisional agenda again at its next neeting.

(c) Harnonization and rationalization of indicators




The Bureau decided that it should revi ew devel opnents in the
area of indicators at its next neeting, particularly the issues
of rationalization of indicators and how the indicators are to be
used. The Bureau agreed to try to identify a known user of the
indicators and invite that user to join the Bureau in the

di scussion of these and other related issues at that neeting.

(d) Conduct of the Subcommttee sessions

The Bureau considered that the thirty-second session had
been efficient and effective. The Bureau al so considered that in
future nore provision should be nmade for bilateral and
multilateral contacts outside the formal sessions, for exanple,
by setting aside a half day for that purpose while stil
conpl eting the session in 2% days. The Bureau al so thought it
woul d be desirable to provide for nore socialization at the tine
of the session, for exanple, by organizing a shared-cost dinner
or cocktail one evening. The Bureau asked the Secretariat to
contact WO to work out a proposal for the thirty-third session

t aki ng account of the nornmal working hours in Mdrid.

(e) A nore pro-active role for the Subcommttee

The Bureau noted that some suggesti ons had been nmade during



t he Subcommttee’s session that the Subcommttee could be nore
pro-active. The Bureau considered this particularly in terns of
the rel ati onshi p between the Subcoomttee and the Statisti cal
Comm ssi on, and concl uded that the Subcommttee shoul d be
forthright in comunicating to the Comm ssion the intentions,
plans and priorities of the Subcommttee. The Bureau consi dered
that this wll be even nore inportant should the Comm ssion
itself becone nore active, particularly through annual neetings,

if the proposal on annual neetings is approved.

(f) The role of the Subcommttee and its nenbers in the

Statistical Comm ssion

The Bureau di scussed the process by which concl usions are
reached by the Statistical Coomssion, particularly in respect of
requests nmade to the international organizations to carry out
particul ar studies and/or prepare reports for the Conm ssion.

The Bureau noted that a suggestion fromjust one Conm ssion
menber or observer, if no dissenting opinions are expressed, can
end up as a conclusion or request by the Conm ssion. The Bureau
concluded that it was essential for nenbers of the Subcommttee
to express their views on suggestions that arise during the

Comm ssi on sessions so that the Comm ssion can taken theminto

account in reaching its concl usions.



(g0 Next meeting of the Bureau

The Bureau decided that its next neeting woul d be held
imredi ately followi ng the Statistical Comm ssion session

schedul ed for 1-5 March 1999.



