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l. | NTRODUCTI ON

(a) Background and structure of the note

At the forty-fifth session of the Conference, the secretariats of UN ECE
Eurostat and CECD presented a Note entitled “Joint data collection”, summari zi ng
how t hey were proceeding to streamine data collection frommenber countries, in
the interests of reducing the response burden of their respective menber states.
An assessnent of the status of joint data collection/data sharing of ECE
Eurostat, CECD and sel ected other international organizations were given as well
as sone proposals for inprovenents. The Conference asked the UV ECE, Eurostat,
CECD and other international organizations to continue this work and to report
progress to the next plenary session.

2. The process of streamining and co-ordinating data col |l ecti on anong

UN ECE, CECD and Eurostat is of course a continuous one. The present Note is an
update not only of the achi evements of these three organizations in the area of
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streamining international data collection but also of other international
or gani zati ons engaged in data col |l ection, of which sone 30 have been approached
with a request to reviewtheir activities with this objective.

3. The structure of the present Note is the same as that of last year’s Note,
that is, data collection activities in various subject fields are classified
into the follow ng three groups which are al so sections of the present Note:

. Areas that seemto be working well
[Il. Areas where there are problens to be resol ved
I V. Future action
4. For each subject area, there is also an indication to which programre

el ement of the CES Integrated Programre the subject area primarily bel ongs to.

(b) Mai n achi everrents in 1997/ 1998

5. As the present Note surveys activities not only by UV ECE, Eurostat and
CECD but al so many ot her organi zations, there are several new subject areas
whi ch have been incl uded, when conpared with the Note prepared for the 1997
Conf er ence.

6. In the same time, progress can be reported in several subject areas,
i npl yi ng agreenent of joint data collection by international organizations.
More specifically, it has inplied that the followi ng areas have been able to be

noved either frompart 11l or part IV to part I1:
¢ EU candi date countries (PE 3.1)

¢ Foreign direct investnent (PE 3.2)

¢ Mer chandi se trade statistics (PE 3.3)

¢ I nnovation survey (PE 3.13)

¢ Unenpl oynent (PE 4. 10).

7. Ref erence can al so be nade to the draft Eurostat/CECD protocol on data
exchange and publications that has been on the drafting board for a considerabl e
length of time, but where sone progress may soon be anticipated. Wen other
organi zations, starting with the ECE, are brought into such an agreenent it

woul d inmply a maj or achi everrent for streamining international data collection
and data sharing.

8. Anot her achi evenent worth mentioning is the group working on co-ordination
of popul ation statistics (PE 4.11), which is reflected for the first tine in
this yearly docunent, seens to be nmaking progress even though it is still
classified in section II1.

1. AREAS THAT SEEM TO BE WORKI NG WELL
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PE 2.6, Regional statistics: FEurostat prepares data for CECD s rural
devel opnent programres concerni ng EU countri es.

PE 3.1, National accounts: Eurostat transmts data on the main aggregates to
CECD. CECD transmits annual national accounts data for all OECD countries to
UNSD. For the ESA-95 (first transmission in 1999) it will be a consistent
questionnaire such that each country fills in only one organisation's
questionnaire. |M- and the Wrld Bank will have access to a comron dat abase.

Mainly PE 3.1, EU candidate countries: The European Union needs extensive

amounts of data in all domains for the accession negotiations. Eurostat and ECE
have reached an agreenent to use ESA-95 questionnaire as a joint questionnaire

to collect National Accounts data for the eleven candidate countries. Simlar
arrangenents are expected in 1998 in other domains. [ Moved frompart IV to part

7.

PE 3.2, Financial accounts: Data are sent in CGUB. X format to Eurostat for
checking and redistribution to other parties.

PE 3.2, Monetary indicators: There is co-operation anong Eurostat, CECD and | M.
Eurostat gets a copy of what the others receive.

PE 3.2, Balance of Paynents: Annual direct investnent and international trade in
services statistics are covered by a joint Eurostat/COECD questionnaire.

Countries are asked to transmt data simultaneously to CECD and Eurostat. In
future the EU bal ance as cal cul ated by Eurostat mght be used by CECD i n order

to avoid divergent figures caused by differing estimation and correction

pr ocedur es.

PE 3.2, Foreign direct investments: Joint OECD Eurostat questionnaire on foreign
direct investnents; and Joint | M/ CECD Survey of |nplenentation of
Met hodol ogi cal Standards for D rect |nvestnents. [ Moved frompart IV to part

7.

PE 3.3, Merchandise trade statistics: FEurostat, OECD and UNSD are trying to
nove towards common sourcing of commodity trade data to elimnate duplication in
col l ection and processing and to inprove the conparability of the data

mai ntai ned by the three organi zations. A jointly prepared proposal is that: (i)
CECD and UNSD woul d take Eurostat-processed data for the five European countries
that have ceased collecting intra-community inports on a country of origin
basis; (ii) UNSD woul d take CECD processed data for other CECD countries; and
(iii) UNSD would continue to collect and process data for all other countries
and nmake them available to Eurostat and CECD. A joint Eurostat, CECD, UNSD



CES/ 1998/ 17
page 4

progress report will be prepared for the next neeting of the Inter-Agency Task
Force on Trade Statistics. [ Moved frompart IV to part I1].

PE 3.4, Transport: FEurostat, ECE and the ECMI established together a gl ossary
on transport statistics. That was the first step in the preparation of a common
annual questionnaire which was used for the first time in 1995. Wrk is
presently being done to try to provide Menber countries with el ectronic versions
of the questionnaires instead of the actual hard paper copies. The three

organi zations circul ate between themthe questionnaires and eventual ly the
corrections that they receive fromthe menber countries.

PE 3.9, Purchasing Power Parities: There is close collaboration between Eurostat
and CECD. Eurostat passes results to CECD. ECE, CECD and Eurostat co-operate in
t he European Conpari son Programme.

PE 3.10, Industry Statistics: Wll-functioning co-operation between CECD and
UNIDO on Industrial Structure Statistics. Conpletely harnoni zed questionnaire,
country specialization (respective CECD menber countries and ot her menber
countries) and data sharing.

PE 3.10, Agriculture: CECD receives data on Econonic Accounts for Agriculture
(EAA) for the EU countries fromEurostat. FEurostat will also collect EAA data
for the Central and Eastern European Countries (CEEC) and nake these data
available to the CECD. In the meantime, Eurostat receives EAA data for the CEECs
already available at the OCECD. FEurostat receives EAA and agricultural key

i ndi cators for Commonweal th of I ndependent States from CECD. The IWa AGR is
currently expl oring ways to reduce response burden by NSGs and to elimnate
duplication of requests (FAQ ECE, Eurostat, OECD).

PE 3.12, Energy: Countries are sent common questionnaires for Natural Gas, 4l,
Electricity and Heat and Solid Fuels (from 1997) and are asked to transnit

copi es of conpl eted questionnaires to ECE, | EA (CECD), Eurostat and UNSD. This
practice may be extended to Renewabl e Energy Sources.

PE 3.13, Innovation survey: Eurostat's questionnaire is designed according to
CECD standards. [Myved frompart |11 to part 11]

PE 4.7, Crine statistics: Centre for International Crime Prevention carry out
work on the devel opnent, organisation, nmanagenent, analysis and di ssenination of
the United Nations Survey of Orine Trends and (perations of Oimnal Justice
Systens . Data fromthe five surveys are available via the United Nations Oine
and Justice Information Network (UNCIIN) at Internet address:

http://ww ifs.univie.ac.at/~uncjin/ws.htm. Mre than 100 countries and
territories responded to the Fifth survey. In the last quarter of 1998, the
Sixth Survey of Oime Trends and Qperations of Oimnal Justice Systens will be
distributed to Menber States for conpletion. Data received fromthe Survey will
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be incorporated into the ongoi ng database activities of the Centre, nanely
UNCIIN, the United Nations Crine and Justice |Information Network.

The United Nations Interregional Oine and Justice Research Institute (UNICR)
will continue its involvenent in the International Oine VictimSurvey (ICVS)
It has reached its third round in 1996-97. Al together, 58 countries across the
gl obe participated in any one sweep of the ICVS. Wile the participation of the
i ndustrialised European countries is constant, the nunber of countries in
transition increased from1l in 1989 to 7 in 1992-94 to reach 20 in 1996-97. The
fourth “sweep” of the project envisages data collection in the first nonths of

t he year 2000.

UNCRI is also involved in the drafting of a Wrld Oganized Oine Report , which
will include identification of relevant indicators for data collection and
anal ysi s.

Mainly PE 4.10, Salary adjustnments for international officials: Eurostat pools
data with CECD (SIO and UN (1CSQ).

PE 4.12, Human settlenents: The Human Settlenents Statistics Questionnaire 1992
was jointly devel oped by the Statistics Division of the United Nations and
Statistics Programre of the United Nations Centre for Hunan Settlenents
(Habitat). Data for over two hundred countries and nore than three hundred
cities were collected and published in the Conpendi umof Hunman Settlements
Statistics 1995.

PE 4.10, Unenployment: As agreed in 1994, nonthly unenpl oynent rates in EU
Menber States are cal cul ated by Eurostat using an agreed met hodol ogy; the sane

figures are then di ssem nated by Eurostat and CECD. Tineliness still presents a
problembut it is hoped that this will be resolved in the near future. [ Moved
frompart 11l to part I|1]

PE 5.3, Environnment: Eurostat has been co-operating with CECD in the collection,
treatment, anal ysis and publication of data via the bi-annual joint

questionnaire on the State of the Environment since 1988. A second, nore recent
joint questionnaire with CECD is the Pollution Abatenent and Control Expenditure
questionnaire. The data quality of received questionnaires is dealt with by
CECD and Eurostat. As from 1998 the data collection will be rationalised, using
el ectroni c questionnaires, which all ows sinultaneous data transm ssion to CECD
and to Eurostat. Eurostat operates a full data sharing policy with the European
Envi ronment Agency. ECE collects data for conpliance nonitoring of conventions,
but has no direct co-ordination with other organizations.

I11. AREAS WHERE THERE ARE PROBLEMS TO BE RESCLVED
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PE 2.6, City statistics: UNCHS (Habitat) developed a city data questionnaire in
1993 as an output under its Gty Data Programme (CDP). This questionnaire was
revised and used for data collection in cities with a popul ati on over 100, 000
(3,600 cities worldwide) in the context of the Large Gties Statistics Project
(LCSP). The United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD), the Network on U ban
Research in the European Union (NUREC), the International Union of Loca
Authorities (I1ULA) and the International Statistics Institute (1Sl) collaborated
inthis project. Problens to be resolved are largely in the area of

har noni zati on and standardi zation of definitions and classifications at the city
| evel .

PE 3.7, Tourism Eurostat works in close co-operation with the CECD and the
Wrld Tourism Organisation (WIQ. A study on comron col |l ection of information
bet ween Eurostat and OECD was initiated in the begi nning of the 1990's and a
common questionnaire was drawn up. However, this was not inpl emented because of
the EU Council Directive on tourismstatistics, which i nposes a new and
different collection systemand procedures. In 1997, when the new i nformation
systemon tourismbecare operational, the discussion with the CECD and the WO
was re-initiated and a revi sed version of the previously devel oped questionnaire
has prelimnary been set up. The on-going work focuses on the refinenent of this
qguestionnaire, data exchange and transm ssion procedures and other details on
how to put this action into practice.

PE 3.8 and 4.1, Insurance Services: Efforts for Eurostat and CECD to conbi ne
data col l ecti on have not yet proved to be successful. The forwarding of a large
proportion of data would be easily feasible.

PE 3. 13, Research and Devel opment - Human Resources: CECD and Eurostat have a
joint questionnaire. Eurostat collects for EEA countries, CECD for the rest.

This does not work well because sone countries are not answering. Also data is
not conparable as not all countries are using the standard classification

(1SCO) .

PE 4.1, Social protection statistics: OECD collects data on social expenditure
fromthe countries not belonging to the European Union; data for EU menber

states based on ESSPRCS et hodol ogy are transmtted by Eurostat. |f a protocol
on data exchange between Eurostat and CECD can be established in the near

future, this nay assist the two organisations in using the sane standards.

PE 4.6, Health: Information about coordinated data collection by WWO CECD and
Eurostat to be investigated. Information about co-ordinated data collection by
WHO, CECD and Eurostat to be investigated. A report is to be presented to the
next CES Bureau neeting. Infornal agreenments exist, such as for inprovenent of
data col |l ection, harnonised data coll ection and anal ysis, the use of common

i nstrunents, mutual exchange of data of common interest. The role of other EC
servi ces should al so be taken into account.
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PE 4.8, Education: Joint Eurostat/CECDH UNESQO questionnaire for the |ast 10
years but organizations still verify data independently. Eurostat coul d be given
responsibility for EUR 15 and CECD for its other nenbers.

PE 4.11, Popul ation: Progress continues to be made by the Intersecretariat
Wrking Goup on Soci al and Denographic Statistics in identifying potential ways
of co-ordinating and harmoni sing the collection and di sseni nati on of denographic
statistics, in particular to reduce the burden on NSIs but also to lead to

greater statistical consistency in outputs. International mgration statistics
have been collected for several years through a UNECE UNSDY Eurostat conbi ned
questionnaire. |In 1997, a Council of Europe summary report on the denographic

situation in each country was used as the starting point for a sinilar Eurostat
request, and there are plans for a conbined Council of Europe and Eurost at
request for some early denographic indicators for 1997, and a conbined *“Rapid
report” publication.

The work is steered by an inter-secretariat group conprising UN ECE
Counci | of Europe, Eurostat, UNSD and CECD. A report contai ning proposal s has
just been produced by David Pearce fromthe Ofice for National Statistics in
the United Kingdom The document outlines what denographic information is
col l ected by each international organisation, the tinetables and nmedia used and
some information on products and dat abases. The proposal s range from produci ng
a catal ogue of the outputs and databases and how they can be accessed i ncl udi ng
the Council of Europe needs in the nerged migration statistics questionnaire to
recommendi ng a co-ordi nated data collection of denographic statistics, with a
target inplenentation date of 1999. Consultation on the proposals will continue
in 1998 and early 1999. FEurostat financed the first phase of the project, which
ended in 1997. The ECE Statistical Dvision is financing the consultancy in the
second phase (1998), and it is anticipated that UNFPA and the Council of Europe
will finance the consultancy in the final phase of the project (late 1998-mid
1999).

This projet is expected to lead to a najor inprovenent in the coordination
of data collection by the major international organizations in the field of
soci al and denographic statistics, if the organizations can agree to the
proposal s put forward by the Consultant and the Wrking G oup.

V. FUTURE ACTI ON

Mainly PE 3.1, Transition countries: ECE, CECD and Eurostat have, for some
time, been collection data fromtransition countries in a nunber of domains: ECE
col l ects macroeconom ¢ data (national accounts, prices, wages and sal ari es,
retail trade, foreign trade, enployrment and unenpl oynent, and fiscal statistics)
fromall transition economies in central and eastern Europe including the OS
mai nly for econom c anal ysis purposes; CECD has been collecting, validating and
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publ i shing data fromthe transition countries since 1991 (published in the
quarterly "Short termeconomc indicators. Transition econom es"); Eurostat has
a dat abase on key indicators and has recently extended its requirenents for
macr o- econoni ¢ data fromthose countries that are candi dates for accession to
the EU  The tining of the provision of data is also seen to be a problem In
1996, CECD and ECE started work on elimnating duplications with the ai mof
agreeing on further joint data collection. This co-ordinated effort will also
include Eurostat. FEurostat is starting collection of data from Russia during
1998, based on an agreenent between Eurostat and Goskomstat. G adual |y Eurostat
will collect data on external trade fromall the A S countries. In doing so
Eurostat will consult other organi sations so as to avoid overl ap.

PE 3.2, Foreign Direct Investment: possible Eurostat joint publication with
Eur ost at / UNCTAD, thus relieving UNCTAD fromcollecting data fromEU countries.

PE 3.6, Trade in Services: Joint Eurostat/CECD classification has been
finalised and is being inplemented. Data sharing to be investigated.

Joint CECD Eurostat Questionnaire on the Activity of Domestic Firnms and of
Foreign Affiliates in the Service Sector (results should be consolidated during
the first half of 1998).

PE 3.8 and 4.10, Value added and enpl oynment in service industries: CECD and
Eurostat have separate data collections in this area. The objective is to draw
up a joint coherent set of data requests for EEA countries, integrating CECD s
requirements with those based on the new EU regul ati on on annual busi ness
surveys and rel evant for the service industries.

PE 3.10, Forestry: The Intersecretariat Wrking Goup on Forest Statistics has
worked on a joint FAQ ECH EURCSTAT annual forest products questionnaire,
intended to avoid all duplication and reduce reporting burdens fromcountries;
the data will be distributed between the three organi zations. The system may be
extended to include other organizations.

PE 3.10, Agriculture (other than EEA): Because of CECD s growing interest in
non- nenber countries, beyond the traditional transition countries, CECD will
investigate with Eurostat and the FAQ whether nore synergies in data collection
are possible, and where differences remain, identify causes to see how valid the
reasons for these are.

PE 3.10 and 5.1, Agri-environment indicators: Eurostat is participating in CECD
work-groups. Definition of indicators will be devel oped shortly, together wth
a questionnaire which is likely to be joint.

PE 3.11, Short-termindustrial indicators: Pilot phase for closer co-operation
and joint data collection between CECD and Eurostat was | aunched in 1997.
Cooperation with UNSD to be investi gated.
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Mainly PE 3.11 and 3.13, Information Society Statistics: Questions of co-
ordi nation (including possible joint data collection) was exam ned at the 1st
neeting of the OECD Infornation, Computer and Communi cations Policy (1CCP)
Commttee's statistical panel in June 1997.

PE 3. 13, Research and Devel opment Statistics: So far co-operation in this area
has worked well. Co-ordination of possible joint data collection betwen CECD,
Eurostat and UNESCO was di scussed at the meeting of the CECD Group of National
Experts on Science and Technol ogy Indicators in June 1997.

PE 3. XX, Business statistics: Business statistics in services could be
considered as a future action, in particular with regard to the horizontal
statistics on services enterprises. The same should be done for the detailed
statistics on distributive trade.

PE 4. 11, Denpgraphic statistics: Inproved co-ordination in data collection
among Counci | of Europe, ECE Popul ation Activities Unit, Eurostat, UNSD and
possibly CECD, and investigation of possibilities of devel oping a joint
questionnaire for use by all the organizations (see related entry in Section III
above) .

PE 5.1, Eco-industry: CECD and Eurostat are devel opi ng common definitions and
classifications. This may result in future joint data collection.

PE 5.3, Eco-taxes: A recent project being devel oped jointly: Eurostat, CECD and
t he European Commission’s DG XI and DG XXl .



