ACC SUBCOMMITTEE ON STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES SA/1994/2
Twenty-eighth session 5 May 1994
Rome, 8-10 June 1994

Item 2 of the provisional agenda

MATTERS CONSIDERED BY THE BUREAU
AT ITS MEETING ON 14 APRIL 1994

Report of the Bureau

1. The Bureau met on Thursday 14 April 19%4. The meeting was
attended by J. McLenaghan (IMF), A. Elson (IMF), P. Sainz
(ECLAC), F. Mehran (ILO), W. Seltzer (UNSTAT), R. Roberts
(UNSTAT) . H. Habermann, Director-designate of UNSTAT, was
present as an observer., The annotated agenda of the Bureau
meeting, which provides background information for each item, is
attached as Annex I. The Bureau’s consideration of each item of
the agenda follows:

(a) Changing the base vear for statistics

2. The task forces had been asked earlier to look into the
issue. However, only limited information had become available
from them. The Bureau asked the Secretariat to remind task force
converners to consult with their members and to report to the
Subcommittee in June 1594. As the task forces do not cover all
the subject areas where the question of base year is relevant,
agencies with responsibilities in those areas e.g. labour
statistics, were also reguested to be in a position to express
their views at the Subcommittee session.

(b) Terms of reference of the Task Force on the Measurement of
Poverty

3. The Chairman of the Subcommittee will contact the World Bank
and request that the new draft of the terms of reference agreed
at the Statistical Commission be circulated to concerned agencies
for comment, and a revised draft subsequently be circulated to
Bureau members so that a terms of reference agreed to by the

Bureau could be submitted to the Subcommittee at the June 1994
session.

{c) Task Force on Service Statistics

4, At its special session, the Statistical Commission agreed
that a task force be set up, convened by OECD, focusing on
international trade in services. The Chairman of the
Subcommittee will contact Mr. €. L. Kincannon and ask him to
consult with the organizations likely to be members of the task

force, to prepare a terms of reference for consideration by the
Subcommittee at its session in June 1994,



(d} Needs for statistics of the analvtical and peolicy units of
international organizations and the statistics produced by

thogse organizations
oy £ prpsginnns mr;,ﬁm

5. The Bureau agreed that research should be farried out in
several international organizations, including QOECD, on the two
elements in paragraph 2 of Mr. Fellegi‘s letteriof 18 March 1994
(See Annex III attached for exchange of correspondence between
Mr. J. McLenaghan and Mr. I. Fellegi). The Chairman of the
Subcommittee agreed to contact Mr. Fellegi to determine his view
on which element of paragraph 2 of his letter has\ the higher

priorit UNSTAT “ag¥éesd. t0 Drépare a note on th@\hmnﬁLAkﬁﬁyjif“i)

the international organizations over recent years on coordinating
ad hoc requests to countries from non-statistical units in the
_international organizations, [afid Fequest members of Cthe '
" Subcommittee to provide updated information on the experience of
their organizations, including the implementation of the
monitoring systems that had been introduced by most
organizations. The selection of organizations to carry out the
research should be done at the Subcommittee meeting in June 1994,
with reports, including the above-mentioned report by UNSTAT, to
be available for the 1995 Subcommittee meeting, allowing a report
Lo the Statistical Commission’s Working Group in September 1995.

(e) Plan the next session of the Subcommittee including
establishing the agenda and ensuring its forward looking

orientation
6. The Bureau finalized the agenda and documentation for the
Subcommittee’s session in June 1994, which will be issued
shortly.
(£) Coordination of bilateral technical cooperation in
statistics
7. Lack of information on bilateral technical assistance that

was being provided or planned, made it difficult to deal with the
issue of coordination of technical cooperation. It was
recognized that such information was very difficult to compile
and subject to issues of interpretation as the assistance flows
through various channels and this leads to problems of multiple
reporting. The Bureau decided to request the task forces to
address the question in their work programmes, at a later date,
with a low priority.

{g) Membership of the Bureau and Chairmanship of the ACC
Subcommittee

8. The Bureau agreed that, based on the experience to date, the
experiment of establishing a Bureau had been successful. The
Bureau agreed that the Subcommittee had established the
membership of the Bureau on an instituticnal and not a personal
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basis {Seﬁ Annex II attached). - However, as with the
Subcommittiee itself, the heads ' of statistics of the organizations
should be lexpected to attend the Bureau _meetings. . The Bureau

recommended to the Subcommittee that-T{i) inclusion of four T

organizati¢ons as established by the Subcommittee was appropriate;
{14t) Ehe—Bﬁreau_cons&dexedﬁthae¢~¥§mprinc}p¥gl the terms of
members should be two years, except that UNSTAT, as the
Secretariati, would continuously be a member ffto provide

continuity,) the change in/membership should be staggered, with

-one memberschangihg €agh—yéar; this—would-mean—that some-current

wembers--would-serve-for terms longer than—two—years; (iii) the
Chairman of the Subcommittee should serve for a two year period
and be eligible for re-election; (+¥) the question of the
Chairmanship and the election of new members of the Bureau would
have to be addressed in 1995, and {v) at that same time, the
experience with separating Chairmanship and Secretariat should be

assessed.
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(h) Follow-up of the discussions of the Subcommittee during the
inter-sessional period

g. The Bureau welcomed the activities of the Chairman and
Secretariat which had been effective in promoting and progressing
the work of the Subcommittee on an on-going basis in the inter-
session period, in line with the Subcommittee’s wishes.

(1} General gquestions on the relationship of the ACC
Subcommittee and the Statistical Commission’s Working Group,

with the rask forces

10. This question was added to the agenda of the Bureau, arising
out of discussions at the special session of the Statistical
Commission. The Bureau agreednggathhe Subcommittee should

“continue to review the work of each of the task forces as major

elements of the effort to improve coordination, and to report its
views to the Working Group. The Subcommittee shouldf%@ involved
in establishing the terms of reference and work plans of the task
forces./ At the Subcommittee session in Jiifid 1994 the task force
conveners should present reports, oral or written, dealing with
coordination issues; detailed reports of substantive work done
are not called for, but the coordination work itself may
constitute a major part of the work done.

11. The Bureau decided that the Subcommittee should {(a) assess
the total work load that had developed in relation to
coordination, including the recent establishment of two new task
forces and additional activities requested by the special session
of the Statistical Commission, (b) address the matter in its
report, and (c¢) bring it to the attention of the twenty-eighth
session of the Statistical Commission.




Amnex I

ACC SUBCOMMITTEE ON STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES

John B. McLenaghan Director, Statistics Departmant

Chairman

Intarnational Monetary Fund
700 19th Straet N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20431
Tel (202) 623-7900

Fax (202) 623-6460

BUREAU OF THE ACC SUBCOMMITTEE ON 29 March 1994
STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES

New York, 14 April 1994
Item 1 of the provisional agenda

Provisional agenda

Changing the base year for statistics

Notes

The Subcommittee requested each task force to review
the question of changing the base year for statistical
series in its area of concern and to report the results to
UNSTAT for circulation to members of the Subcommittee. The
Subcommittee requested the Bureau to review the results and
decide whether the matter should be taken up by the

Subcommittee at its twenty-eighth session (ACC/1993/1,
para.i19).

Task forces were reminded in a letter dated 7 March
1994 from the Secretariat.

Terms of reference of the Task Force on the Measurement of
Poverty

Notes

The Subcommittee noted that many organizations were
concerned with the question of poverty and were taking
initiatives on data, measurement and other aspects of the
question; agreed to establish a Task Force on the
Measurement of Poverty and requested the World Bank to act
as convener and to associate the regional commissions with
it. Draft terms of reference were adopted subject to

further review by the World BRank and the Bureau (ACcCc/1993/1,
para.27(b)).

Secretariat: William Seltzer, Director
Statistical Division (UNSTAT)
United Nations
New York, N.Y. 10017
Tal {212) 963-4998
Fax (212) 963-9851
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The World Bank has further reviewed the draft terms of
reference and circulated them for comment. Comments were
provided by UNSTAT, ECLAC, ILO and IMF. The World Bank has

prepared a revised draft and circulated it for additional
comments.

Task Force on Service Statistics

Note

The Chairman of the Subcommittee has reported to the
Special Session of the Statistical Commission as follows: "I
have carried out consultations with several agencies on the
matter of finding a convener. However, no convener has yet
been identified, so that at present the establishment of the
task force is expected to await the conclusion of the work

of one of the existing task forces." (E/CN.3/1994/11, para.
2).

Needs for statistics of the analytical and policy units of

international organizations and the statistics produced by
those organizations.

The view was expressed by Statistics Canada at the 1993
session of the Statistical Commission's Working Group that
the statistics needed by the analytical and policy-oriented
units of secretariats of international organizations, and
the statistics produced by those organizations themselves,
were often not sufficiently in harmony. This involved the
basic relationship between users and producers of
international statistics. The question was raised whether
the Statistical Commission would wish to consider the
matter. The Working Group noted the widely varying needs
and orientations of international organizations and their
efforts to achieve economy and efficiency in data
collection. The Working Group requested Statistics Canada
to work with the ACC Subcommittee on Statistical Activities
to further develop the issue for initial discussion at the
1994 session of the Working Group and possible discussion at
a future session of the Commission (E/CN.3/1994/2, para.44).

The Chairman of the Subcommittee wrote to Statistics
Canada on 5 January 1994 asking for their views on the key
issues they believe should be addressed. Statistics
Canada's reply of 18 March was circulated to members of the
Bureau by the Chairman on 24 March.

Plan the next session of the Subcommittee including

establishing the agenda and ensuring its forward looking
orientation.



Notes

List of potential items for consideration by the
Subcommittee is attached.

Coordination of bilateral technical cooperation in
statistics

Notes

The Statistical Commission's Working Group requested
the task forces to consider technical cooperation in each of
their areas (E/CN.3/1994/2, para.l6). The Bureau may
consider ways to treat the specific issue of bilateral
technical cooperation, including the role of the task
forces.

Membership of the Bureau and Chairmanship of the ACC
Subcommittee

Notes

Some organizations have questioned whether membership
of the Bureau is institutional or individual. The Bureau
may wish to clarify this for the next session of the
Subcommittee (See ACC/1993/1, para.l3 attached for
composition and terms of reference). At its twenty-seventh
session the Subcommittee decided that a decision on long=-
term arrangements for the Chairmanship should be deferred
until the twenty-eighth session (ACC/1993/1, para. 13).

Follow-up of the discussions of the Subcommittee during the
inter~sessional period:

Notes

Relevant activities of the Chairman and the Secretariat
have included:

1 November 1993 Secretariat letter circulating draft
report of the twenty~seventh session to members for
comment.

November/December 1993 Letter~head for use in relation
to the affairs of the Subcommittee was prepared by the
Chairman and Secretariat.

8 December 1993 Chairman's letter circulating the

revised report of the twenty-seventh session to
members.




10 December 1993 Chairman's letter circulating
summaries of the activities of each of the task forces.

12 January 1994: Chairman's letter to members of the
Bureau on the general role and some specific tasks of
the Bureau.

10-27 January 1994: Lists of follow-ups and designated
actors were prepared by the Chairman and the
Secretariat.

9 February: Secretariat's letter circulating 6 reports
of the task forces (for the special session of the
Statistical Commission).

7 March 1994: Secretariat's letter on responsibilities
of the Task Forces.

9 and 29 March: Secretariat circulated (the remaining)
two reports of the task forces (for the special session
of the Commission).

11 March 1994: Chairman's letter to members circulating
the final report of the twenty-seventh session and a
report on follow-up actions taken.

17 March 1994: Secretariat's letter circulating
"Annotated list of coordination tools", background
information on the ACC Subcommittee and a summary of
the report of the Subcommittee on its twenty-seventh
session, to all national statistical offices.




Annex II

Membership and responsibilities of the Bureau

The Subcommittee established, on an experimental basis, a
Bureau, initially comprised of the Economic Commission for Latin
America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the International Labour
Organization (ILO), the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and
UNSTAT, with the following terms of reference: "To provide
guidance to the overall work of the Subcommittee, including (a)
to follow up the decisions of the current session during the
inter-sessional period and (b} to plan the next session,
including establishing the agenda and ensuring its forward-
looking orientation." With the exception of UNSTAT, the members
of the Bureau would be subject to change over time (ACC/1993/1,
para.l3)}.

— —————— e - x Lo e e kg e 3 ET R YT e eaauem a3 okt 44 8 S o Aoy a5 14




) .. - 3-24-94 ;1 (1790 e CCITT ECM- l.’NSTAT-U.'\’l;I_QN‘{_;?fQ"

<

Aot &
Annex ITI

ACC SUBCOMMITTEE ON STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES

. Direcior, Stativting Dapatnent
John 8. Mctenaghan ; oot
700 19us Strast ALW.

0.0, 20431

Tel (202) K23-7900

Fex (202) 6238400

January 5, 1994
RA\DOC\AINJRM\BGISPC.LTR

Dear Mr. Fallegi:

At itz sixteenth seasion fn Septesmber 1993, the UM Working Group on
International Statistical Programess and Coordinacion, at the suggestion of
Mr. Prigly, considersd the needs for stacistics of tha analytical and policy
units of international organizations and the staristics produced by those
organizations. Tha view vas exprassed that these needs ara oftsn not in
sufficient harmony. This subject was thought to be a natter for
consideration by ctha Statistical Commission.

In concluding ita discuxsion the Working Group askad Statiastics Canade
to work with ths ACC Subcomaittes on Statistical Activitias to further
davelop the formulation of this igsue for discussion at its 1994 session

(vhich will ba in September) and possibls discussion st a futurs sesaion of
the Comaiszion.

- This is & subject thet has besn given attention et intermational

- statistical meetings on previcus occasions and 18 one in which I = aware
you have expressed particular interest. In ordsr that we can respond to ths
request of the Working Group, I would be grateful for your views on the key
issuss that you balieve should be addressed. I them propose to ask the
masbers of the Buresu of the ACC Subcommittea ro determina how we should

proceed.
arely yours,
62 B. ¥clens

Director
Statistics Dopartmsnt

Mr. Ivan P. Fellegl

Chief Stavistician of Canada
Staristics Canada

Fax 613 951 1231

Ottawa KIA O0T6, Canada

Seoreterigt: Wiliam Sekzer, Dirsctor
Satigtiond Divivion (UNSTAT)
Urited Nations
New York, N.Y. 10017
Tal (212) 063-4008
Fax (212) 963-0851
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MAR 1 8 1994
Hr. John B. Helenaghan
Directar
Statistics

Departasnt
Intarnations) Honstary Fund
ga‘ssml..ngt:anh ¢ D.C. 20431

Deaxr John:

This is further to your letter of January 5
concerning tha issuve. of a iate links betwesn
statistical and pelicy units intarnational
organizaticns. Indsed we are keen on promsting a
vide ranging discuseion of the. tions: batwean
Aceordingly, we ars prepared to do vhat we can te
sSuppsEt the inclusicn of an itsa dealing with this
topic in the agends. of a futurs mesting of the
8tatistieal Commission or for that matter, of a mesting
of the Confersnce of Rurepean Statisticians,

I am not avare of any discussion of this
topie, at least not within recent HSEOZY. And yat
thera ars at least two troubling censeguences- of a
failurs to review. outputs in the light of curzemt
client ¥ - TFirstly, it is almoat a routins
at nestings of the Cammisgion that we collectively
deplore tha fact that policy oriented offices within
intarnational organizations: engage in their owm
collection of statistics. Examples of such collections
abound and move often than not, the counterpart
statistical office appears to ba pewerless te put a
stop to them or even to find out that they ara taking
placa. Secendly, thers is evidsnce that many of the
standard data colleations designed to support cmnibus
atatistical anmuals are no longer required by those.

very saRks policy offices which got them started in the
first placa.

If these impressions are corrsct, the
immediate causes wust be eaay to identify, basad on
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comparable nstional expsriences. They probably includs
an abgance of substantive interaction between
statisticians and their policv level collezgues within

tional agenciaes. Should this be the case, then
the latter might cease to idontify the statisticsal
ctticeua,mmltm.mm. & Boans to ensura the
systanmatic cempilation of information, and to make such
information comparable aEong countries. sSursly it is
our task ne members of the governing bodies of
intarnational statistical offices to bring users and
compllers togesther and help frams & coherent policy
e::nrinq both the supply and demand for internationsl
statigtics,

I realize that I ksap on referring to
"international statistical offices® ag if they all
fitted the sawe description. This is patently not the
case. Mt thare are a fev (zoxre than a few?) which do
not antertain close contacts with their internal
€lients and the rasults show in the rslevance of their
prograemss. It iy for their saks that T would liks to
s thess: concerns slavated to an itea: for discussiocn
by the Statistics)l Ceamission.

m:aommnxmtxm&: suggest at this
atage wve sheould about prepar such a
discussion. !urttghouamlwlhﬂ.lmodﬁull
cocpexration from users in » few key organizations. Wwe

General responsible for economic
uu.tnahthatmisﬂwmuhudotmnakum
cnorsous differencea. The fagt that we now have a Chief
Statistician as a Branch Director at the OECD Rlso
Bikes & big difference. Once ve agres that the topic
is worthwh hunaahmahmgim-apuuonm
tgenda, we can start VOrry. gbout the preparatory
¥York that is required to make this a successful and
productive initiative.

Do let me know vhether this constimm &
#0l11d snough basis to get started. '

Youra sincerely,

iVAN P, FELLES

Ivan P. Pallegi
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