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Dear CGolleague;

I would like to propese & short meeclng of the ISWGNA during the course
of our day in Rome next weel for the AGC mesring to review the results of
the ISUGNA Technical Meeting of aprll 23, 1994 and address other {ssues
arising from rthe xscent meaving of the Scatisticsl Commission. A zopy of

the weport of the technical group Ils attached, Issues that we could sddress
include!

1. Punctioning snd sccountability of the ISWGNA: A

(a) ISWGNA organizetion (permanent secretarxiat and rotating chair) & - vifi+
(b} Congolidated work program:

{e) Role of Reglonal Commissions (especially as many Commissions may

be able to participate in this meeting)

(d) Scrategy papers  ~ - 07

o - e T PR

The most importent issue relates to the Ffunctioning and responsibility
of the ISWENA. In response te the discussion at the vecent session of tha
Commisglon, the tfechnical group concluded that the ISWONA would be most
effectlve {f served Dy a permanent secretariaet bur that rotsation of the
chair among organizations should continue. The vechnicel group suggested
that UNSTAT might be the most eppropriate organization to undertake
permanent sacratariat yesponsibillities but noted that the heeds of the
ISWONA member organizavions should decide this based, in part, on resource

implications. It would therefore be useful if members could respond to this
proposal,

2. Reports to the Working Group and the Statigrical Commission
{Is the recommendevion of tha technical group to prepare an cutline for

the Working Group and & full report to the Commission acceptable, or, as

Mr. Kincannon has suggesved, should there ba a substantive raport to the

Working Group?)
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3. Other issues (I would welcome suggestions), P B
- L -
Ag time for e meeting in Rome will be limited, I suggess that we try to

convene at lunch on Thursday, June 9,

.
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Could I have your quick reactions (by fax or e-mail) to thess
propesals, by 6 p.m, on Friday June 3 Vashington tima, pleaca?

Sincerely yours,

ZL__E fﬁ%yixﬁﬂbﬂMftyx;ﬂﬂjmv

Johnt B, Mclenaghan
v Director
Statistics Deperumenc

Attachmant
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o~ 1SWGNA Meeting: 25 April 1984, Gsneva

Il {Main conclusions)
1. The meeting was chaired by Peter Hill, Deputy Director of
Statistics, OECD. The meeting was attended by:
Buroscat: My, A, de Michelis
My ~M, Ernens
UNSTAT: Mr. J. Van Tongeren
TIME : Mr, K. O'Connoxr
World Bank: Mr. R. Chander
ECE: Mr. T. Griffin
Ms. J. Meliskova
OBECD: M. D. Blades

Ms, A. Harrison
The agenda is attached as Znnex 1.
Item 1. Dissemination 0f the SNA
(i) Sales of English version and pricing policy.

2. OECD considers the 40% discount on purchases from UNSTAT for
resale is insufficlent, The OBCD publications Servigce will
discuse thig directly with their counterparts at the United
Nations, Wew York.

3. IME and UNSTAT have distribured free copies to their contact
organizations in Member countries ag agreed. UNSTAT supplies
pulk orders (10+) to official agencies 'at 40% discount. The
other ISWENA members are not able to sell at a discount and nay
therefore wish to refer bulk orders from official agenclss to
UNSTAT.

1431} Progress on translations
4, Expected publicarion dates for non-English vergions are as
follows:
French {Burostat): April 1993
Spanish {UNSTAT) : first guarter 1993
Russian {IMF) @ June 1995
Arab (UNSTAT) ! and~1995
Chinase {UNSTAT) ¢ uncertain: probably 1986
(1ii) Dissemipation on diskette ox CD-ROM

5. UNSTAT will send World Bank, Zurostat and COECD computer
files (text WORDPERFECT, tables LOTUS) for invernral use by their
secretariats,

6. IMF and UNSTAT will review the feagibility of publishing a
CD~ROM version of the 1993 §NA and will report on this to the
November meeting of the ISWGNA,
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(iv} Sirfegion or referencss to SNA

7. Infvext, the term "1993 SNA" should be used, n
bibkiog:aphies/zefegenﬁes all author agencies should be written
out in full in English alpnabetic order.

8, Any ISWGNE member can authorize short axtracts from the 1993
SNA. Substantial extracts should ke raferred to the ful: ISWGNA
membarship for approval.

9. The agreement in paragraphs 7 and 6 above should be
cemmunicatad to official agencias in all UN Mewbers countries,
and will be published in the first "SNA Newsletter".

cen 2. ihonks

10. ISWGNA Members reported publication of, or advanced work Ghy
the following SNA-related handbooks:

IME BOE Manual
BOP Compilation Guide
BOp Text-hook
L Monetary and Financial Svatistics
Government Finance Statistics
UNSTAT: SEEA (Environmental accounts)
National Accounts for Transition Economies
Methodology for Compiling National 2Zccounts
Inoput~Qutput Manual
Buslness Accounts and Mational Accounts
Household Sector Accounts and Human Resources
Accounts
Eurostat: ESA (EU version of SNA)
Inventory of Sources and Methods in EO
CQeuUntYias
OECD: Estimating Value Added in Service Activities
at constant prices
Sources and Methods of Quarterly National
Accounts in QECD Countries.

Although a handbook on high-inflation was rezognized ag a
priority, no further progress has heen made.

1. FRach ISWGNA Member organization will send details of their
plans concerning the above or new publications to UNSTAT to draw

Up a consolidated list uaing the standard format attached as
Annex 2.

12, Hach ISWGNA Member organization will also supply a list of
the handbooks they intend to produce. UNSTAT will compare these
to the list suggested at the 1392 aguesscalientes meeting for
further consideration by the ISWGNA.

. Item 2. SNX Ouestiodnaire

13, DN and OECD questionnaires will be subsers of the Eurostar

-
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wuesclon a&re. Each UN Member state will recelve only one
cuestionpaire, UNSTAT and OECD wiil wuse data fFrom othex
questiorfnaires to complete data-sevs for their Member countries.

14, The gquestionnaires will be acconpanied by notes on
definitions comparable to the present (19%8) questionnaire and
aiso advice on compilation techniques, These nobes and
definiticens will be agrezd by the I[SWGNA.

31
P

.  EBurcstat, QOECD and UNSTAT will produce draft questionnaires
end-199¢, 3efore Ffinalizing the guestionnaires, consultations
1Ll cake place in the different regions. HurOftat will first
nd out the new gquesticnnaire in 1997 regquesting data fer 1933,

w E e
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Team 4. Tistg m% meetinea _and seminaxs

15. ISWGNA members will send URSTAT lists of all planned
maetinqa. At  end-May OUNSTAT will cireculate & (hard-copy)
consolidated list fer correccions/additions,

17. Thereafter UNSTAT will circulate & list each month for hand-
written corrections/additions., The eventual aim is a computer
file accessible on~line,

18. A standard format for reporting mestings/seminars is
attazched as Aphex 3,

19, ISWGHNA members will also prepare lists of tralnlng materials
which could be useful for other member organizations. These
lists will be reviewed at the next ISWGNA meeting.

Them b, Case-law

20, Since publication of the 1993 SNA several questions have
been raised about interpretation of the guidelines in particular
situations. These have bLeen rapidly resolved through
consultations between the ISWGNA members. The mechanism for
resolving problems seems, therefore, to be working well,

21, It is necessary to inform compilers and users of the 1983
SNA hew these various guestions have been resclved. One way of
doing this is t¢ report them in the "SNA Newsletter",

Item 6. Regsearch Asgenda

22, ISWCENA members will prepare updated lists of all SNA-
related research activities currently underway or planned for the
nezr future. These will be collated and reviewed at the next
ISWGEHNA meeting,

Iigm 7,  SNA HNewlebttey

23, UNSTAT will assume responsibility for producing and
circulating an "SNA WNewsletter". The Newsletter will appear
twice a vear and will wusually not exceed Ffour pages. The

-
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Newslettgr will give inyormation on meetings, “"case law", hand-
mooks, wralining materials and research work relansd zo the SNAL
Ty willy also invite end publish comments and questions from
compilers and ussrg of 3NA data. It should cover activities of
cakional as well as international agencies.

24, UNSTAT will aroducs a draft of the first Newsletter, based
in part on input Zrom other ISWGNA members, fer che next ISWGNA
meeting. Te woeuld bs conveniert if future issues could be
reviewed hefore rglease by the twice-yearly meetings of the
TSWGNA,

Item 8. SNA Aokpowledgemante

25. M. Pierre ﬂgller {IN3EE) mades an important contribution to
the 1%83 SNAR thrbugh his careful and detailed review of many of
the draft chapters, ISWGNA members agreed that his contribution
snould have Dbeen acknowledged in  the 1983  SNA, An
acknowledgement will be included in the non-Englisnh versions of
the 1993 SMA and in any reprints of the 2Znglish version. The
QECD will reply to MM Vanoli anid Muller to express the ISWGNA
members' ragret on thisg oversight and suggesting the correction,

Item 9. Handbook on Trapsinien Econemigs

26, A revised draft of this handbook has heen circulated by
UNSTAT. Comments wers requested by end-April., These will be
reflected in the handbook which will be published in an "interim”
form in September/October 159%4.

27, Some specific comments were made in the meeting: first, the
handhook appears te give teoo much emphasis to use by Countries
of the former Sovietb Union rather than to use by all transition
gconomies as almost a2ll the examples and illustrations are drawn
from the FSU; secend, the2 handbook appears to assume that data
should be derived from MPS accounts rather than being directly
compiled from basic sources, It is thus appears primarily as a2
handbook for stetisticlang trained in the MPS who wish to learn
how to implement the SMA, It assumes prior knowladge of the WPS,
an assumption which will bzeoome less and less valild over time.
A number of specific areas were alse cited where the handbook
deviates from the 1993 SNA, In particular, it does not always

take account of all the changes introduced inte the final version
of the 1993 SNa,

28. In view of the above, the title may need to he medified, or
a subtitle added, to make c¢lear chat the handbook is aimed
primarily at compilers who have been trained in the MPS. The
text should also make it c¢lear that references te MPS accounts
and sources are made for didactic purpoeses and do not imply that
ENA dara should necessarily be obtained by conversion of MPS
acoounts ancd tables. The text saould also ba rzevised te ansure

_strict conformiby with the 1993 SNA,

29, The nhandbook will also be sent for comment by end May to
nther statisticians who have experience of compiling national

o
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accounts & transition countries. Zurostat will supply UNSTAT
with & ﬁgiling list for EU countries <o nelp in this process,

iham 10, Punetisning of TSWOMA amd Accountability

30, The following sub-items were discussed in the context of the
zeport of the Special Session of rhe Stakistical Comnission,
April 1994,

a) ILISHWGNA grganizarvior apd é;ggg@;;g&

31, The ISWGNA nzeds a permanent sscretariat to faciiitate the
implementation of decisions taken by the Group. The Secrecariat
should maintain lists of meetings and Eraining materials, record
Progress with hangbeoks, produce the SNA Newsletter and integrate
the separate SNA®work prograzmmes cf the ISWGNA members inte a
consclidated presentation.

32, There was general agreement on _the need for such a permanent
secretariat to be located in one of the five ergan:zations., It

wes suggested that UNSTAT might be the appropriate body to take

on the responsibility., However, this matrer has to be dascided
by the Heads of thaz five organizations taking into account
resourge ifmplications.

33, Subsvantive papers will continue tg be ths collective
responsibility of the TSWGNA.

34. The rotation of the ISWCNA chairperson between member
organizations has, over a period of many years, wproved an
effective mezns of securing cooperation and commitment from the
crganizations concerned. The group saw no reason to change this
arzangement. The "rotating" chairperson will continua %6 he the
formal interlocutor viswa-vis the UN Statightical Commigsion,

b) Proposal for a Consolidated Work Programme

35. IBWGNA members agreed to update the work programmes which
they prepared in November 1993 and which were reported to the
special session of the UN Statistical Commission., Assuming that
¢ permanent secretariat can be assigned to the ISWGNR, they could
integrate the updated work programme for review by the ISHGNA ar
its next meering, An integrated presentation would be useful for
gach of the members of the ISWGNA in drawing up its own work
nlans,

<) Bole and Contribution of rhe Reglonal Commissions

36, UNSTAT will ask the Regional Commissions to submit SNA-
related work programmes for inclusion in the consolidared work
programme and to supply their best estimates of the requirenents
of the countries of rtheir regiens for training, ‘technical
assistance and the need to develop or ‘mprove the quality of
basic statistical services,

TN,
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d)  Shrearegy fapers

37, Thaﬁﬁhairman of ths ISWGNA will request the Chairman and
Rapporteur of the Statistical Commission for clarification of itg
request for z set of illustrative strateqy papers setting out how
diffaerent groums of countriss might g¢o about implementing the
revised SNA (Para 9 (g) of the addendum to the draft zeport of
the special session of the UN Statisticel Commissioen.

Tfam l;. deport to the Working Graup of the Sratistical

38. In consultation with othsr members of ISWGNA, UNSTAT will
prepare a brief outline report for the Working Group, This
cutline will be &hilad out into a substantive report Ior next
vear's Statiscical Commission., This report will be drafted at
the next formal meeting of the TSWGNA at tha technical level,

Rotating chair «~ Next neerings

39, The naat formal mesting of the ISWGNA at the techninal level
will be held in Washingten in November, with the IMF as the
aghairman for the next pericd as host.

40. It was suggested a meeting of che high level group might be
appropriate during June. They may wish to decide *+he next i
organization to assume the rocating chalrmanship,

(419
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