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INTRODUCTION

1. The gevanth meeting o
Bagses wag attended by repre
(UNS0), Economic Commission for EBEurope (BCE),
(ECAY, World Health orgenization (WHO), United Nations
Development (UNCTAD), Economic and Socia

. FEconomic and Social Commission for Western
Nations Educational, Scientific an
{WB), International Labour Office (ILO).
Agreemant on Tariffs and Trade (GATT),
International Telacommunication Union {ITUY,
Co-ordination of Information Systems (AGCIS),
European Communities  (SOEC), United HNatlons
Inter-American Development 3Bank (IDB},
settlements (UNCHS - HABLITAT).

2. The main agendz items dlacupsed were:

1. Current status of statistical dote bapen:
a) MWew developments for member orgaplizations
b) Issues of on-line accass;
¢} Data base management systemsz.

2. standerdization for duta tranefer:
a)} GCommen coding systems for date tranefer:
b) Inter-organizationsl gtatistical data bas

3. Applications of new- technology:

f the Technical Working Group on Btatistical Datn
sentatives of the United Netions Statistical Office

Economic Commission for Africa

Conference on Trade and

1 Commisgsion for Asia and the Pacifie

Asia (ESCWA), United

4 Cultural Organization (UNESCO), World Bank
Universal Postal Union (UPU), General
fustoms OCo-operation Council (CCC),
Advigory Committee for the
statistical Office of the
pPopulaticn Fund (UNFPA),
and Unlted HNations Centre for Human

[
’

e,

a) Data base menagement gystems on minicomputers, microcompukers

and local networks;

b) Use of CDH-ROM for data dipgemination;

¢) Use of advanced laser printer syatems or
typesetting technology for statistical pu

other alectronic
blishing;

d) Use of scanners and optical character readers;
e) Assistance to developing countries in the ares of data base

development and technology application.

3, The meeting was informed of the new devalopments within the partielpants’
organizations. The majority of these developments were extensions of

previougly ceported activities. However, one sslient &
by the representative of ECE. It was a project recentl
ECE and the World Bank in which the World Bank will supp
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evelopment was reported
y initiated between the
ly the maximum set of
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World Bank's published data to ECE and, using ECE's AXIS system with open

accese policy, will provide access to a large group of masber countries and UN
agencies.

4. The Represantative of the United Nations Statistical Office brought the
Working Group's attention to paragraph 22 of the Report of tha Sub-Committea
on Stabistical)l Activities at its twanty-third session (Geneva, 19-23 Juna,
1989), which stated that “the Sub-Committee ragquastad tha Statistieal Office
of the United Netions Secretarliat to set up an informel ad ho¢ gBroup to
prepare  the relevant material for use By the Sub-Committee at it=s
twanty-fourth session on the basis of reports from organigatlions on their
recent experiences, in parkticular their experiences with new forme of
dissemination, for exXample, ¢CD-ROM and on-lina. The group should salso
conalder the new igsues inveolved relating to the existing suldelines for

gsecondary dissemination and develop proposals for the consideration of the
Sub-Committea™.

P55, In response to paragrsph 4, the Group expressed the opinlon that the

i guidelines should be broadened in order to include the supply of the source

. data to the member governments in addition to international arganlzations;

this baing dictated by the growing number of requests for such services.

6. The Represantative of the United Nations Statistlcsl O0ffice also brought
the Working OGroup's attention to pavagraph 23 stating "The Sub-Committee
recalled that its Tachnicsal Working Group had coneldered tha gzsubject of
EDIFACT. While some organizations would e actlvely involved in this
ackivity, the Sub-Committee considered that all organizations should be Kept

» informed and be given the opportunity to comment at critlical stages"”. It was

proposed that the participants in the Technieal Working Group would serve as

: focal points for BDIFACT.

X. CURRENT STATUS OF STATISTXCGAL DATA BASES

A, Hew deyslopments for member organlzations
B. Iasuea on on-ling Accens
7. The meating was informed of the work done by agenclez to provide internal

users and exXtarnal international organizstiones as well with on-llne acscess to
their data bages. It seemz that a pgood degree of success has been achleved
since last year in the establishment of on-line dislogue faclilities. Howaver,
the reports indicate that the results cannot be conclusive before conducting
roeviews of costs and benefita, security and other teshnical mattecs.

a. The Group noted during dlscussion that users and potential usare of
on-iine systems sometimes indicate difficulties in the following three areas:

L in identifying what data are avallable;
1) in establishing saccess to such systems due to complicated or
unfamiliar administrative procedures;

iii) in using the wide range of available data bases due to the lack of
standard user interfaces.
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Gc. Dpts bape menagement systems (DBMS)
g, The meeting noted that all the organizations endeavoured te implemsnt the

use of commercially available data bese management systems Lo develop and
maintain their on-line data basmes on mainframe and microe computers. Some
organizations confirmed the use of the data base mansgement systems they had
previously snnounced while gome expressed reaarvatione snd planned to continue
to study and explore new and potentially better alternatives.

16. Many partieipants recommended that the Data Base Mansgement Systens
should be based on the internationsl standacrd Structured Query Language (SQL)
rp ensure access to distributed data bages now snd in the future, UNESCO, UPU

and WHO intend to investigate ORACLE or another 3QL based DBMS which allows
data baeres to gpread over diffarent environments.

11. ECE reported that the English version of AXIS (Auxiliary System for
Interactive Statiptice) announced the previosus sesplon of the Technieal
Working Group was completesd by their secretariat and contains download
facilities for the two types of outputs (tables and fileg) that can be
obtained in an AXIS amespion. The PC version of AXI® is now under preparation.

ITI. STANDARDIZATION FOR DATA TRAMNEFER

A. common_coding systems for data transfar

12. The meeting was informed that the United Natlons Statisticsl Office had
completed the draft of the revieion of the "Standard Country op frea Coda for
Statistical Use (ST/EBA/STAT/SER.MAO/Rev.2) 1982" uped in whole or in part for

the diswemination of statistics in mechine-reasdable form. Since thisz
publication also containa IS0 alpha-codes it should solve at least some of the
difficulties arisging from the mechanical problems of codling. Tha
Repreogentative of WHO said that if this publication was, from now on, golng to
be updated on a more regular basis, his Orgsnization would be slad to
communitate to UNSO their own regional groupings. The group also discuased
briefly the question of standardizstion of other common coding systems for
data transfer, such as that “é¢bncerning units in which the dats are expressed,
the coding of migsing dmta, the Eodivig of other data irregularities, ete. It
was agfeed that thip question should be discussed st the next session of the
TWG. The group also expressed its agreement that the periodic updating of

a4

this document wag an important effort which is extremely UBeful to members.

The rapresentative of UNCTAD proposed to communicate their groupings to UNSO,

B. Inter-orga tional st ical date bhases

13. The Representative of UMSO then =said that his office was finlshing the
computerization of ite Uorld icg in Brief (Statistiesnl Pocketbook)
which contained about &40 basic statistical sevles starting in 1980 for all the
Member States of the United Nations. Thie core statistics series as proposed
to the Technical Working GSroup at its previous session will be stored in an
on-line data base at the New York Computing Service which can be accessed
theough the ADV line linking United Natlons offices throughout the world.
However, the UNSO was still studying what software should be utilized for the
DBEMS. The Representatlve of UNSO also sald that the Inventory of Computerized
Statistical Data Bases had just been updated by the Statistical Offlce. He
thanked all the members of the Working Group for their efforts to send their

B et
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contribtutions on time, and recalled that thia Inventory of Computarized
statiptical Date Bases wag to be included in the above-cited Data Basze, as
decided in the previous Sesalon of the Technlecal Groug.

ITT. APPLICATIONS OF NEW TECHNOLOGY

A. Data bag ement systemg on computers

microcon arg and Local
Area Natworik

14. The Working Group was told about the teate conducted by the org
o  microcomputer-based (ag well as minicomputer) data
systems. Tha developed Systems atretch o
typeg of aquipment and one participant pointed out that, as the appllcations
became more sophisticated, the need for expert programning was felt. There

is, however, & consenpus among the participante that distributed procassing 1is
a reallity.

snizations
beae management
n e wide range of applications and

1%, During discussions, geveral orgsnizationz reported favourable sxperiences
in the use of Macintosh Computers. Word procesning, spreadsheets, data bases
and document preparation were smong the appiications repeorted. Areas where
the Macintosh has proved to offer some sdvantages include reduced training and
support raquirements for users, ease of trangferring data among applications,
and & stsndard usar interface scrogs all applicationsg.

16. With respect to the United Natlons Statis
onn the use of mierecomputer diskettes for collacting national accounts
statistica (UNTAB) from Member States, the respontes from the participating

countries in the pilot study were very encouraging. Unfortunately, outxide

gupport to the development of the UNTAB system has been discontlinued and the
Statistical Office

1g st present exploring ways of developing 2 new sofitware
te replace UNTAB in the near future. In developing the new system, the
Statiastical Office will take into sccount all comments snd reactions which
participating statistical offices have communicsted to the Offlce while using
tha UNTAB systam.

tical Office feamslbility =tudy

B. Use of Ch- for data disnsmi on

17. There was & general consensusg that the use of CD-ROMs 18 a cost-effoctive
way to disseminste 8 large voluma of data. One Representative even reported
that some atudy indicated that it could be igss expasnsive to send @ CD-ROM
with its drive to developing countries pather then a lerge amount of data in
the form of microfiche or publication. However, the user interface ls still

unsatiasfactory.
C. Uge of advan laser inter sygptem or other slectronic typesetbting
technplo for s ptical publishin

186. The Technical Working Group noted great interest in the use of desk-top
publishing technology jn statistlcel work. While presently svailable laser
printers offer near-typeset quality which 1s useful for certain statistical
documentg, improvements in print gquallty of laser printers to be available in
the near future will bring about the use of desk-top publishing for a graater
number of statistical reports, with the consistent benefits of cost raduction,
increased speed and flexibllity, etc. The optional use of post-seript
compatible systems which permit direct photocomposition from aicrocomputer-

a3
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generated floppy disks sppesrs to represent a major advence in the production
of statistical reports.

D, Uee of scanners and optical character resders

19, The participants indicated that the software in that
adequate to support their needs.

E. Asegigtance to developing countries in the area of data base developmant
and technology and technolopy application

20. The ECE informed the group about experiences in technical =asgsistance to
developing countries within the ECE/UMDP Statistical Computing Project. The
group noted that many outputs of the Project have been finalized and
disgeminated to potential users. In order to avoid duplication of effort, the
group thought it important that the sgencles should increase exchange of

information on technical assistance to developing countries in the fileld of
data bases and statistical computing.

Field was still not |
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Papers submitted by the UN Organizatlons for
the T W.G. 21-22 May 1990 Meeting in Geneva

UN/ECE Progress Report

UN/ECE Recent Developments with the Stakbiztical Computing Project (Phase
23

Contribution of the World Health Organization
UNESCO view and comments

Proposed data bank at the U.P.U. - General Aspects

ACCTSS paper

C.,C.E. Progress TrTeport on Standardization

activities Farr {SOBG)
statistical data interchange ‘

UN/ECA comments on issues in the provisional agenda (Statistical Division)

Statemenk by the C.L.C. obgerver

Progress report of UNCTAD's activities

Qurrent Status of Development ¢f Data Bases in the Statlstics Division of
ESCAP - Report prepared by ESCAP

Worlid Bank Report on Technical Working Group on Statistical Databases

Report of International Statistical Institute (IsL), Me. pDenise
Lievesley, Director

sunmary of current state of preparation for the UN Conference

on
Environment and Development to be held in Brazil 1992

Inter—American Development Bank - current statistics

Tnkernational Telecommunication Union - ecurrent staktistics

Views znd comments of UNFPA

. WFX945
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Provigional Apenda *
(Eighth meeting 1391)

Current status of statistlcal data bases

Data base management systens

standards for uger interfaces

On-line access

Intar-organizational sratistical dals base

Geographical information system

Srandardization for data trangfer

Codes
Datz models

Documentation

Transfer

UN/EDIFACT

Dissemination of statistical data

A,

B.

L

Technical isues (CD—ROM, publishing techniques, ake.}

Policies and practices

Experiences in statistical data basges in developing counlries

Considering the wide scope of this
ACC-Oub-Committee may wish to

Group meet for 3 days.

33581
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ACC SUB-COMMITTEE OM STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES
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List of Participants

UNITED MNATIONS STATISTICAL OFFICE (UNSQ)
Mr. B. Lancourt, Chief, Computer Systems Sectian

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE (ECE)
Mrs. J. Meliskova, Head, Statistical Computing Team, Statistical bivigion
M-, D. Bachmann, Data Base Admipistrator, DEAP

M. 8. Coutinho, Senior Statistical Assistant, Statistical Division

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA {EGA)

M. A.M. Farazi, Ghief, stabistical Database, Statistics Division
WORLE HEALTH ORGANIZATION (WHO)

M.  IT.L. Duppenthaler, Statistician,

Epidemiological and Statistical
Methodology

UNTTED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT (UNCTAD)

Mr. Dirk Zandee, Chief, Trade Control Measures
ToMIs/DbM

Mr . Louis McCaul, Data énalyst of DPALS/DDM

Information System -—

ECONOMIC AND SOCLAL COMMISHICON FOR WESTERN ASIA (ESCWA)
Mi-. R. Pbdelkader, Database spacialist

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIO

nNAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION {UNESCO)
Mr. Morton Brown,

Chief, Data Dissemination Unit, Office of Stabistiecs

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE (ILO)
M. David Viry

UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION (UPU)

M. C. Gheorghiev, Chief, Department of informatics
Mr. van der Weg, Assistant Counseller, Department of Informatics

CENERAL AGREEMENT ONM TARIFFS AND TRADE (GATT)
Mr. Viadimir Tislenkoff, Senior Statistical Officer

CUSTOMS CO-OPERATION COUNCIL

Or. M. Ahmad, Technical oOfficer,

Nomenclature and Classification
Directorate
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TNTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION (ITC)
Mr. M. Minges, analyst/Programmar

AOVISORY COMMITTEE FOR THE CO-OPERATION OF INFORMATION SYSTEMS (ACGCIS)
mr. Chris Szpak

STATTSTICAL OFFICE OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES (SOEC)
Mr. J.C. Farget

UNITED NATIONS POPULATION FUND (UNFPA)
M. Hiroaski Kimata, Chief, Planning and $tatistics Unit

INTER—AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

M. M. McPeak, Chief, Statistics and Quantative Analysis Saction





