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Dear Mr. Seltzer,

We have just received our copy of your 1985/86 Statistical
Yearbook, and wish to thank you for it. As you know, our Office has a
statistical documentation ceatre which holds, among other items, most
of the statistical publications of the U.N. and of the specialized
agencies, and I think that it would not be an exaggeration to state that
the U.N. Statistical Yearbook is one of the most frequently comsulted
publications which we have.

I should, however, like to take this opportunity to raise with
you a serious problem as concerns the timeliness of the data which you
publish in the Statistical Yearbook, particularly as concerns Unesco.

In checking our files, I have found that the Unesco data included in the
1985/86 U.N. Statistical Yearbook, were taken from our own 1986 Yearbook.
They were requested by you on 27/8/86; we forwarded them to you on the
17/9/1986, and they were duly incorporated into your 1985/86 Statistical
Yearbook which came out only at the end of 1988,

I am sure that you will agree with me that when for many countries,
rhe data shown relate to 1984 and are published by you only in 1988, the
rimeliness does not reflect very well either on the United Natioms or omn
Unesco, and I am wondering what steps might be taken so that we might
reduce the gap between the reference year of the data which we provide
and the year in which they are published in your Statistical Yearbook.

One thought has come to my mind, namely, that we might find it
useful to consider in the proposed draft agenda for the forthcoming session
of the ACC Sub-Committee on Statistical Activities, which will be held in |
Geneva from 19 to 23 June, the general problem of timeliness of statistical
publications and on ways to speed up the publication of data. If you would
‘agree to adding this item to the draft agemds, I am sure that a most useful
and hopefully comstructive discussion could be foreseen.
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Mr. William Seltzer
Director
Statistiecal Office

Yours sincerely,

A

GdAbriel Carceles
Director
Office of Statistics




