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Title: Quality assurance in the global statistical system- the role of CCSA 
 
Author: Cristina Pereira de Sá, Eurostat  
 
Abstract:  Although the apex body of the Global Statistical System (GSS) is made up 
of member states of the United Nations, the International Statistical Organisations, 
who meet at the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA), 
have a vital role to play in the quality assurance in the GSS. In the paper the author 
analyses the factors linked to the quality issues at global level and the role of CCSA in 
view of new challenges such as the use of data from non-official data sources and 
improve transparency. A path towards optimising existing resources and assure 
quality could involve better policies on data sharing, implementation of 
methodological standards and governance.  
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Title: Use of non-official sources for transforming national data into an 
international statistical product – UNIDO’s experience 

 
Author: Shyam Upadhyaya, UN Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)  

 
Abstract:  When a research study covers a single country, the user can obtain the 
required data from the country’s national statistical office (NSO). However, if the 
study concerns several countries, the user may prefer to derive the necessary data 
from international agencies, considering that the data they provide are internationally 
comparable in terms of coverage of statistical inquiry, classification standards, 
valuation and computation methods of major variables. International agencies face 
two major challenges. First, the data reported by NSOs may not be distorted when 
presented in international publications, and secondly, quality assurance of data in 
terms of accuracy, coherence and international comparability requires a reasonable 
degree of adjustment of official  data. UNIDO applies five stages of transformation. 
In the first two stages, official data are fully preserved. In the subsequent stages, 
official data are adjusted and supplemented by UNIDO’s own estimates based on 
external sources including non-official sources. This paper describes UNIDO’s efforts 



to retain and utilize the official national data, but to simultaneously also meet users’ 
requirements for more comprehensive and coherent statistical data. 
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Title: Use of Non-Official Sources for International Food Security and 
Agricultural Statistics 

 
Author: Pietro Gennari, Stephen Katz, Carlo Cafiero, Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations  

 
Abstract: FAO relies on official sources for its statistical work to the greatest 
possible extent.  However, in certain circumstances that are consistent with the 
“recommended practices in the use of non-official sources in international statistics” 
as endorsed at the 22nd Session of the CCSA, it is occasionally necessary for FAO to 
also use non-official sources. This paper presents several examples of how non-
official sources are used by FAO in its statistical work and why this approach is 
necessary and ensures at the same time compliance with the highest quality standards. 
The paper then focuses specifically on FAO’s “Voices of the Hungry” project, an 
initiative through which FAO will collect data on the extent and severity of food 
insecurity, through a carefully-designed annual survey to be conducted in 
collaboration with polling specialists Gallup, Inc. The Voices of the Hungry Project 
will have a particularly powerful role in enhancing the capacity of FAO to monitor 
MDG one and a possible goal on food security and nutrition in the post-2015 
development agenda. The survey in fact will cover more than 150 countries 
worldwide and will allow to publish comparable results on each country every year 
with a very short time lag, conditions that cannot be met relying on official national 
sources alone.  
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Title: The use of non-official sources in official international economic and 

financial statistics 

Author: Werner Bier and Per Nymand-Andersen, European Central Bank, 
Frankfurt am Main, Germany  

Abstract: Policy makers and professional users have an increasing demand for 

comparing economic and financial statistics among countries and regions. This is an 



increasing trend amplified by the financial crisis and the new policy measures to 

safeguard the financial system and to re-enforce prudent fiscal and macroeconomic 

policies. This paper will present contributions by the European Central Bank (ECB) in 

enhancing the quality of internationally comparable European statistics by using non-

official sources.  

 

 


