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Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities SA/2014/2 
Twenty-third session 24 February 2014 
New York, 3 March 2014 
================================================================== 
 

Preparation of the 45th Session of the UN Statistical Commission 
 

Prepared by the CCSA Co-Chairs 
with AfDB, ECB, ECE, FAO, IMF, PARIS21 and UNSD 

 
 
I. Background 
 
1. In the special session on the “Future of CCSA” in September 2012 in Frankfurt, CCSA 
agreed to strengthen its coordination function among international and supranational 
organisations in preparation of global meetings. The Committee decided to work on joint 
positions on UN Statistical Commission agenda items that are important to CCSA; in 
practice this means that in each CCSA September meeting the UN Statistical Division will 
inform the CCSA on the forthcoming UN Statistical Commission agenda for the next year 
and the plans for the following years, and the CCSA will devote most of its February session 
to finalizing such joint positions. Depending on whether such positions meet a high degree of 
support by CCSA members, the Co-Chairs may be mandated to speak with a CCSA voice. 
This would not exclude (neither supporting nor diverging) interventions of other CCSA 
members. The first joint statements were delivered by the Co-chairs at the 43rd session of the 
UN Statistical Commission in 2013. 
 
2. The Committee decided at its 22nd Session to work on joint statements for the 45th session 
of the Statistical Commission for the following agenda items and identified lead 
organizations for each as follows (SA/2013/23, para. 42): 
 

3(a) Implementation of the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics (Co-Chairs) 
3(c) Programme review: broader measures of progress (Eurostat, PARIS21) 
3(d) National accounts (with a focus on SDMX) (AfDB, ECB) 
3(j) Big data and modernization of statistical system (ECE, IMF) 

 
 
II. Joint positions 
 
3. Taking into account the documentation of the 45th Session of the UN Statistical 
Commission, the lead agencies developed a short position paper on each topic consisting of a 
“short summary” of the agenda item/report and a “proposed joint position” for CCSA. The 
first four position papers are presented in the annex. 
 
It is suggested Co-Chairs use a similar introduction to each CCSA joint statement as in 2013: 
 

“I am providing a joint statement on behalf of the Committee for the Coordination of 

Statistical Activities (CCSA), which consists of 41 international and supranational 

organizations promoting the inter-agency coordination and cooperation on statistics.” 
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Annex 1: Proposed joint position on the Implementation of the Fundamental Principles 
of Official Statistics (agenda item 3(a)); prepared by the Co-Chairs) 

 

Summary: 

 

On 29 January 2014, the General Assembly endorsed the draft resolution A/68/L.36 (and 

A/68/L.36/Add.1) entitled Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics as they had been 

originally adopted by the Statistical Commission 20 years ago in April 1994. The Principles 

were reaffirmed by the Statistical Commission with a new preamble in March 2013 and 

subsequently endorsed by the Economic and Social Council on 24 July 2013 (Resolution 

2013/21). Endorsement by the United Nations General Assembly marks the first time the 

Fundamental Principles have received such high recognition at the global political level. 

The report of the Friends of the Chair on the implementation of the Fundamental 
Principles of Official Statistics, which was established at the forty-second session of the 

Commission, contains information on the early work of the group leading to the adoption of a 

revised preamble of the Fundamental Principles and describes the subsequent process 

leading to the endorsement of the Principles by the Economic and Social Council in July 

2013, ahead of the twentieth anniversary of their adoption. The report also contains 

information on the consultations conducted by the group in response to the tasks given to it 

by the Commission at its forty-fourth session. Those tasks include formulating guidelines on 

how to strengthen implementation of the Principles. Draft guidelines developed by the 

Friends of the Chair group are presented to the Commission as a background document. The 

report contains eight recommendations, on which the Commission is invited to comment. 

The third recommendation (see paragraph 13) stipulates that a survey be conducted every 

five years in order to explore improvements made by countries in the implementation of 
the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics. Proper modalities (e.g. self-assessment, 

peer reviews, research institute) and their advantages and disadvantages need to be discussed 

further. 

The CCSA reaffirmed the Principles Governing International Statistical Activities at its 

22nd Session in Ankara on 4-6 September 2013 and decided to slightly revise the preamble to 

reflect that the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics were endorsed by the Economic 

and Social Council and recently by the UN General Assembly. The term “international 

statistics” was also be specified. The Co-Chairs were mandated to write to the member 

organizations that have not yet subscribed to the Principles Governing International 

Statistical Activities and invite them to do so now. Moreover, the CCSA has developed a 

“light” questionnaire on the implementation of these Principles. The questionnaire will be 

reviewed at the 23rd Session of the CCSA in New York on 3 March 2014 and results and 

possible follow up actions shall be on the Committee’s agenda during the 24th session in 

Rome in September 2014. 
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Proposed Joint Position: 

The Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA) 

• CONGRATULATES the Commission to the endorsement of the Fundamental 

Principles of Official Statistics by the UN General Assembly; 

• Wishes to INFORM the Commission that in September 2005 the CCSA endorsed the 

Principles Governing International Statistical Activities, which are based on the 

Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics and adapted to the work of International 

Agencies. These Principles are further specified with best practices that should guide 

International Agencies in their implementation. The 22nd session of the CCSA held in 

Ankara in September 2013 reaffirmed the importance and validity of the Principles 

and decided to slightly revise the preamble to reflect the modifications introduced in 

the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics. 

• INFORMs the Commission that the CCSA is monitoring the implementation of the 

Principles Governing International Statistical Activities via a questionnaire to its 

members; follow up actions shall be on the Committee’s agenda during the 24th 

session in Rome in September 2014. 
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Annex 2: Proposed joint position on report by the Friends of the Chair Group on 
Broader Measures of Progress (agenda item 3(c), document E/CN.3/2014/1); prepared 
by PARIS21 and Eurostat 
 
 
Summary 
 
The Statistical Commission is invited to express its views regarding the information 
presented in the report prepared by the Friends of the Chair Group on Broader Measures of 
Progress (FOC), especially on the key messages for policymakers, the proposals for the 
further involvement in the ongoing debate and processes towards a post-2015 development 
agenda, and the proposed work programme of the Friends of the Chair group.  

Highlights of the Report are as follows: 

• There is broad agreement that the discussions on the Post-2015 Development 
Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) should converge into one 
global development agenda (¶ 1). 

• The FOC was established at the 44th Session of the UNSC (2013), including 
several international organisations as observers (¶ 8). 

• Recognized the contribution previous work, e.g., the three conceptual aspects of 
sustainable development (here and now, later and elsewhere) proposed by the joint 
ECE/Eurostat/OECD Task Force (¶ 11 and 19). However, it is recognized that 
some of the new goals and targets recognised are not well covered in existing 
official statistics and measurement concepts and indicators are still missing (¶ 20).  

• Reactions to the High-level Panel report, included the following comments:  
o Recommended that the proposed set of goals and targets should converge 

with parallel processes before the discussions on indicators begin (¶ 22); 
o Proposed a multi-level approach to goal setting (¶ 23); 
o Welcomed the call for a data revolution and a multi-stakeholder global 

partnership, specifying that it will require increased funding capacity and 
coordination of statistical activities (¶ 24). 

o Called for a specific target on for an effective official statistical system 
under Goal No. 10 in the Report (¶ 25). 

• The FOC also called for more consideration of capacities of national statistical 
systems in designing a measurement framework compared to the MDGs, 
recognizing the data gaps filled by international bodies (¶ 31). 

• Implementing a new monitoring framework should be done by strengthening 
existing partnerships such as PARIS21 and the Busan Action Plan for Statistics (¶ 
40). 
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Proposed Joint Position: 

• CCSA welcomes the discussion on broader measures of progress and reconfirms that 
its members stand ready to support this, e.g. via initiatives being carried out by the 
OECD and the European Union mentioned in the report (¶ 16-17) 

• CCSA welcomes the greater role of regional organisations  (¶ 29, 49 and 52) and 
existing partnerships (¶ 40) 

• CCSA supports the integrated approach (¶ 37) and the key messages for policy 
makers (Section V A) 

• CCSA stresses the active participation of its members in bringing in technical 
expertise and experience, especially on cross-country data comparability, i.e. by 
contributing to the preparation of the statistical notes; 

• CCSA is ready to engage in the data revolution by assisting countries – i.e. through 
the implementation of Busan Action Plan for Statistics - in building permanent and 
sustainable in-country statistical capacities. 
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Annex 3: Proposed joint position on the Report of the Intersecretariat Working Group 
on National Accounts (E/CN.3/2014/5); prepared by the ECB and the AfDB 
 

Summary 

 

Report of the 22nd Session of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical in Ankara on 
4-6 September 2013 concluded on the Special Session on “New approaches for data 
collection, analyses and dissemination” (see paragraph 15): 

“The Committee recognized the need of a close cooperation between regional organizations, 
such as the UN Regional Commissions and supranational organizations, and international 
organizations when collecting statistics from countries. SDMX provides the means to 
exchange data very efficiently. The focus has now to turn from the development of SDMX 
tools to cooperation arrangements among national, regional and international agencies. One 
of the more important aspects are sufficiently harmonized or integrated reporting templates. 
The Committee decided to continue the discussion on new approaches for data collection, 
analysis and dissemination within the Committee’s work. In particular, the Committee 
decided to focus on the following two themes in the immediate future: “organizational 
aspects of SDMX implementation” and certain elements of “dissemination tools”. 

At its forty-fourth session, in 2013, the Statistical Commission, in its decision 44/103 (see 
E/2013/24, sect. 1.C) “(l) Requested the (Intersecretariat) Working Group (on National 
Accounts) and the regional commissions to ensure that the collection, validation and 
dissemination of the data collected from countries are harmonized and that unnecessary 
duplication is avoided.” 

In response to the request of the Statistical Commission, the report also refers to “Reporting 
of national accounts data” in its section V. (paragraphs 31-36). While the report refers to the 
progress achieved in recent years, it does not refer to the Statistical Data and Metadata 
eXchange (SDMX) initiative, the coordinated implementation of which may increasingly 
enhance the data accessibility and quality while reducing related costs at the same time. 

By reference to point (e) for discussion (see paragraph 37) “Express its views on the 
reporting of national accounts data”, the CCSA may recall its position developed during the 
Ankara meeting 2013. 
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Proposed Joint Position: 

The Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA) 

• WELCOMES and SUPPORTS the report of the Intersecretariat Working Group on 

National Accounts; 

• RECALLS the request of the Statistical Commission at its session in 2013 to ensure 

that the collection, validation and dissemination of the data collected from countries 

are harmonised and that unnecessary duplication is avoided; 

• ENCOURAGES the continuously increasing use of the Statistical Data and Metadata 

eXchange (SDMX) format together with the globally harmonised Data Structure 

Definition on National Accounts; 

• STANDS READY to support a close cooperation between regional organizations 

(such as the UN Regional Commissions and supranational organizations) and 

international organizations when collecting and validating statistics from countries in 

order to avoid unnecessary duplication and a continuously enhanced accessibility of 

internationally harmonised national accounts and related statistics. 
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Annex 4: Proposed joint position on big data and modernization of statistical systems 
(agenda item 3(j), document E/CN.3/2014/11); prepared by the International Monetary 
Fund and the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
 

Summary: 

The Statistical Commission is requested to take note of the recent activities of the 
international statistical community in the area of Big Data, and is invited to express its views 
on: 

(a) The need to further investigate the sources, challenges and areas of use of big data for 
official statistics at the global level, especially with respect to the circumstances of 
developing countries and the link to the post-2015 development agenda and the data 
revolution initiative; 

(b) The creation of a global working group on the use of big data for official statistics whose 
activities would complement the work carried out by the regional commissions and manage 
the globally relevant issues. 

Highlights of the Report on Big data and modernization of statistical systems are as follows: 

• The “High-level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda” in 
its report entitled “A new global partnership: eradicate poverty and transform 
economies through sustainable development”, calls for a data revolution. Big data are 
recognized as constituting an important part of the data revolution, and could improve 
some aspects of the quality of statistics. 

• The use of big data in official statistics has been raised in many international forums 
recently. The most tangible result so far is an international collaboration project under 
the High-Level Group for the Modernisation of Statistical Production and Services, 
which reports to the Conference of European Statisticians. This project runs from 
January to December 2014, and is addressing strategic, methodological and technical 
issues identified as priorities by participating countries and organisations. 

• The Report summarises a survey of statistical organisations conducted by UNSD. 
Relatively few countries are currently using big data in the production of official 
statistics, but more are interested in the potential of big data. This means that it is a 
good time to start international collaboration activities, to reduce the risk of 
duplication of effort. 

• The Report links the use of big data to wider activities on statistical modernisation, 
and makes reference to the work of the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe and the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific in this area. 

• The report concludes by proposing the establishment of a global working group on 
big data, with a specific focus on data requirements relating to the post-2015 
development goals, and an international conference to be organized in the second or 
third quarter of 2014 for the purpose of defining a work programme for the global 
working group on common methodology, training, platforms and other issues related 
to the use of big data for official statistics.. 
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Proposed Joint Position: 

• CCSA welcomes the Report, and the fact that it makes reference to the various 
international initiatives in this area. 

• CCSA supports the creation of a global working group on the use of big data for 
official statistics, subject to the support of member countries, to complement and 
extend the existing work carried out by the regional commissions (UNECE and UN-
ESCAP), and other international organisations. 

• CCSA supports the proposal of an international conference, to confirm global interest 
in collaborating on this topic in a global working group, and set the parameters for the 
work program of such a group. 

• CCSA agrees that the focus of such global working group should be on big data 
sources in the context of the post-2015 development goals. 
 

 
 


