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Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities SA/2013/6 
Twenty-first Session 15 March 2013 
New York, 25 February 2013 
===================================================================== 
 

Report of the 21st Session of the 
Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities 

 

I. Introduction 
 
1. The 21st session of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA) 
was held in New York on 25 February 2013 on the margin of the 44th session of the United 
Nations Statistical Commission. The session was chaired by the two Co-chairs of the Committee - 
Mr. Werner Bier, Deputy Director General, Statistics of the European Central Bank and Mr. 
Henri Laurencin, Head, Development Statistics and Information Branch, Division on 
Globalization and Development Strategies of UNCTAD. The agenda, documents presented and 
the list of participants of the present session are attached as Annexes I, II and III, respectively. 
 
II. Work of the CCSA Session 
 
A.  Adoption of the agenda  
 
2. The Committee adopted the provisional agenda (see Annex I).  
 
B.  Preparation of the 44th Session of the UN Statistical Commission 
 
3. During the special session on the “Future of CCSA” in September 2012 in Frankfurt, 
CCSA had decided to work on joint positions on UN Statistical Commission agenda items that are 
important to CCSA and that CCSA would devote most of its February session to finalizing such 
joint positions.  
 
4. The Co-chairs together with ECB, UNCTAD, UNESCWA, UNSD and the World Bank 
prepared four drafts for joint CCSA statements on agenda items “gender statistics”, “health 
statistics”, “coordination of statistical activities in the United Nations system”, and “common 
open standards for the exchange and sharing of data and metadata”, contained in SA/2013/2. The 
World Bank, UNSD, UNCTAD and the ECB introduced the respective draft joint statements.    
 
5.  The Committee reiterated that any joint statements needed to meet a high degree of 
support by members in order to mandate the Co-chairs to speak on behalf of the CCSA. The 
Committee further stressed again that a joint CCSA statement on an agenda item would not 
exclude (neither supporting nor diverging) interventions of other CCSA members on the same 
agenda item. 
 
Conclusions 
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6. CCSA agreed that the Co-chairs will make joint statements on behalf of the CCSA as 
planned on agenda items “gender statistics”, “health statistics”, “coordination of statistical 
activities in the United Nations system”, and “common open standards for the exchange and 
sharing of data and metadata”. The Co-chairs will work with interested members on finalizing the 
four statements. The final version of the four statements are contained in annex iv. 
 
C.  Follow up on the Special Session on the future of CCSA (survey results) 
 
7. At the request of the Committee at its 20th session, the Co-chairs, in cooperation with the 
secretariat, developed a member survey on the preferred topics and potential barriers of 
participation of members at Committee sessions. Responses from all 39 members were received 
by mid February. The Co-chairs thanked all members for their participation and presented a 
summary and short analysis of the responses (as contained in SA/2013/3). All responses received 
are also available in an unnumbered background document. 
 
8. The Co-chairs developed a draft agenda for the 22nd session based on the results of the 
survey (see SA/2013/5) and presented it at this session for discussion. For further details, see part 
G below. 
 
Conclusions 
 
9. The Committee requested the Co-chairs to set priorities, to amend the provisional agenda 
for the 22nd Session and to further develop a mid-term agenda based on the survey results. The 
amended provisional agenda will be submitted to the CCSA in a written procedure by end of 
April 2013. 
 
D.  Status of the preparation of the CCSA session on international statistics at the ISI 
Congress in Hong Kong 
 
10. ECB briefed the Committee on the status for the preparations of the CCSA session at the 
ISI World Statistics Congress 2013 (also contained in SA/2013/4). By the deadline, eight CCSA 
members had expressed their commitment to contribute as speakers to the CCSA session with the 
draft conference title “Supplying International Statistics for Decision-Making”. A request had 
therefore been made to the Chair of the Scientific Programme Committee to open a second CCSA 
session and to obtain also an exception to the rule that attendants can present only one 
presentation at the conference.  
 
Conclusions 
 
11. Additional members that would like to contribute to a second CCSA session at the ISI 
Congress in Hong Kong should contact the Per Nymand-Andersen (per.nymand-
andersen@ecb.int) by 8 March 2013.  
 
E.  Other business   
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12. The Committee applauded Ms. Shaida Badiee from the World Bank for her outstanding 
contributions over many years to the work of CCSA. Ms. Badiee, a founding member of CCSA, 
will retire before the 22nd session in September.  
 
F.  Date and venue of the 22nd session of the Committee 
 
13. The Committee confirmed that its 22nd session will be hosted by the Statistical, Economic 
and Social Research and Training Centre for Islamic Countries in Ankara from 4 (afternoon) – 6 
September 2013.  
 
G.  Agenda for the 22nd session of the Committee in Ankara (4-6 September 2013) 
 
14.  Based on document SA/2013/5, the Committee discussed its provisional agenda for the 
22nd session. This draft will be further developed by the Co-chairs in consultation with members, 
to possibly shorten the agenda and distinguish between discussion and information items.  
 
H.  Actions to be taken by the Committee 
 

 
Action 

 

 
Lead 

Agency 
 

 
Participating 

Agencies 

 
Deadline 

 
Output 

1. Preparation of the 44th 

Session of the UNSC 
Co-chairs WB, UNESCWA, 

UNSD, and others 
26 Feb 
2013 

Joint statements 

2. Follow up on the Special 
Session on the future of 
CCSA 

Co-chairs --- September 
2012 

Medium-term plan 

3. Status of the preparation 
of the CCSA session on 
international statistics at the 
ISI Congress in Hong Kong 

 
ECB 

 
Interested members 

March/ 
April and 
August 
2013 

1-2 CCSA sessions 
at the ISI World 
Congress in Hong 
Kong 

4. Provisional agenda for the 
22nd Session 

Co-chairs --- April 
2013 

Provisional agenda 
distributed to 
members  

5. Other business --- --- --- --- 
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Annex I 
 

Agenda of the 21st session of the Committee 
 

held in New York on 25 February 2013, 9:30 – 12:00 
 
 
1. Preparation of the 44th Session of the UNSC, in particular: 
 

•  Gender (lead organization: World Bank) 
 
•  Coordination of Statistical Activities (lead organizations: UNCTAD, ESCWA) 
 
•  Disability/Health statistics (lead organization: UNSD) 
 
•  Information items (lead organizations: ECB, World Bank) 

 
2.  Follow up on the Special Session on the future of CCSA (survey results). 
 
3.  Status of the preparation of the CCSA session on international statistics at the ISI 
Congress in Hong Kong. 
 
4.  Dates and provisional agenda for the 22nd Session: 4-6 September 2013. 
 
5.  Other business 
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Annex II 

 
List of Documents 

 
SA/2012/16 Report of the 20th session, Frankfurt, 17-19 September 2012 
 
SA/2013/1 Provisional agenda 
 
SA/2013/2 Preparation of the 44th session of the United Nations Statistical Commission 
 
SA/2013/3 A summary of the CCSA Member Survey on preferred topics and potential 

barriers 
 
SA/2013/4 Status of the preparation of the CCSA session on international statistics at the 

ISI World Statistics Congress in Hong Kong 
 
SA/2013/5 Provisional agenda for the 22nd session of the CCSA 
 
Background document to agenda item 2 "Follow up on the Special Session on the future of 
CCSA: Survey responses”  
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Annex III 
 

List of Participants 
(In alphabetical order of the organization)    

African Development Bank (AfDB) Charles Leyeka Lufumpa c.lufumpa@afdb.org 
Arab Institute for Training and Research in 
Statistics (AITRS) 

Abdelaziz Maalmi  abdelaziz.maalmi@gmail.com 

Asian Development Bank (ADB) Douglas Brooks 
Chellam Palanyandy 

abrooks@adb.org 
cpalanyandy@adb.org 

Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Philomen Harrison harrison@caricom.org 
European Central Bank (ECB) Werner Bier 

Per Nymand-Andersen 
werner.bier@ecb.int 
per.nymand-andersen@ecb.int 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) 

Pietro Gennari 
 

Pietro.Gennari@fao.org 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Andrii Gritsevskyi a.gritsevskyi@iaea.org 
International Labour Organization (ILO) Rafael Diez de Medina diez@ilo.org 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) Alfredo M. Leone 

Andrew Kitili 
aleone@imf.org 
akitili@imf.org 

International Telecommunication Union 
(ITU) 

Susan Teltscher susan.teltscher@itu.int 

Interstate Statistical Committee of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CISSTAT) 

Vladimir Sokolin 
Andrey Kosarev 

sokolin@cisstat.org 
kosarev_ae@inbox.ru  
 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD)  

Martine Durand 
Paul Schreyer 

martine.durand@oecd.org 
paul.schreyer@oecd.org 

Paris 21 Johannes Jutting 
Eric Bensel 

johannes.jutting@oecd.org 
eric.bensel@oecd.org 

Statistical, Economic and Social Research 
and Training Centre for Islamic Countries 
(SESRIC) 

Savas Alpay 
Atilla Karaman 

salpay@sesric.org 
akaraman@sesric.org 

Statistical Office of the European Union 
(EUROSTAT) 

Pieter Everaers 
Cristina Pereira de Sa 

pieter.everaers@ec.europa.eu 
cristina.sa@ec.europa.eu 

The Economic and Statistical Observatory of  
Sub-Saharan Africa (Afristat) 

Paul-Henri Nguema Meye 
Freeman  Amegashie 

nguemameye@afristat.org 
freeman.amegashie@afristat.
org 

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Tessa Wardlaw 
Claes Johansson 
Claudia Cappa 

twardlaw@unicef.org 
sjohansson@unicef.org 
ccappa@unicef.org 

United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) 

Henri Laurencin henri.laurencin@unctad.org 

United Nations Economic Commission for 
Africa (UNECA) 

Dimitri Sanga 
Joseph T. Ilboudo 

dsanga@uneca.org 
jilboudo@uneca.org 

United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe (UNECE) 

Lidia Bratanova 
Tiina Luige 
Gabriel Gamez 

lidia.bratanova@unece.org 
tiina.luige@unece.org 
gabriel.gamez@unece.org 

United Nations Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the Caribbean 
(UNECLAC) 

Giovanni Savio giovanni.savio@cepal.org 



 

 7

United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(UNESCAP) 

Haishan Fu 
Yanhong Zhang 
Margarita F. Guerrero (SIAP) 

fuh@un.org 
zhangy@un.org 
querrero@unsiap.or.jp 

United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia (UNESCWA)  

Juraj Riecan riecan@un.org 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

Hendrik van der Pol h.van-der-pol@unesco.org 

United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) 

Tarek Abou Chabake abouchab@unhcr.org 

United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO) 

Shyam Upadhyaya s.upadhyaya@unido.org 
 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) 

Angela Me angela.me@unodc.org 
 

United Nations Population Division (UNPD) John Wilmoth wilmoth@un.org 
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) Edilberto Loaiza loaiza@unfpa.org 
United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) Stefan Schweinfest 

Sabine Warschburger 
Ivo Havinga 
Matthias Reister 

schweinfest@un.org 
warschburger@un.org 
havinga@un.org 
reister@un.org 

Universal Postal Union (UPU) Matthias Helble matthias.helble@upu.int 
World Bank Shaida Badiee 

Grant Cameron 
sbadiee@worldbank.org 
gcameron1@worldbank.org 

World Health Organization (WHO/PAHO) Patricia Ruiz 
Alejandro Giusti 

ruizpatr@paho.org 
giustal@clap.ops-oms.org 

World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) Oliver Herrmann 
Clara van der Pol 

oherrmann@unwto.org 
cvanderpol@unwto.org 

World Trade Organization (WTO) Hubert Escaith hubert.escaith@wto.org 
   
Observer organizations   
   
Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) Adbullateef Bello abello@isdb.org 
Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) Gerald Haberkorn geraldh@spc.int 
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Annex IV 
 

CCSA joint statements for the UNSC – February 2013 
 
 
Introduction to each joint statement:  
 
I am providing a joint statement on behalf of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical 
Activities (CCSA), which consists of 39 international and supranational organizations promoting 
the inter-agency coordination and cooperation on statistics. 

Cette déclaration est faite au nom du Comité de coordination des activités statistiques (CCSA1) 
qui est composé de 39 organisations internationales et supranationales et  promeut la coordination 
et la coopération entre les agences dans le domaine des statistiques. 

 
1. CCSA joint statement on gender statistics 
 

• The CCSA supports the work led and conducted by the UNSD, the Inter-Agency Expert 
Group on Gender Statistics (IAEG-GS) and other key national and international actors to 
improve gender statistics for key policy issues.  

Le CCSA supporte le travail mené et conduit par la Division de statistique de 
l’Organisation des Nations Unies, le Groupe d’experts interinstitutions sur les statistiques 
ventilées par sexe et d'autres acteurs nationaux et internationaux clefs pour améliorer les 
statistiques ventilées par sexe pour des questions essentielles de politique. 

• The CCSA welcomes the progress in developing standards, guidelines, and tools as well 
as the set of 52 core gender indicators, which have been developed through a collaborative 
process.  

Le CCSA accueille favorablement les progrès réalisés dans le développement de normes, 
de directives et d’outils ainsi que l’ensemble des 52 indicateurs qui ont été définis 
conjointement. 

• The CCSA encourages UNSD to exercise a strong leadership role in the Inter-Agency 
Expert Group on Gender Statistics (IAEG-GS) and to further strengthen the cooperation 
and effective continuation of the Group's work. 

Le CCSA encourage la Division de statistique de l’Organisation des Nations Unies à 
exercer un rôle déterminant de leader pour aller encore plus loin dans la coopération au 
sein du Groupe d’experts interinstitutions sur les statistiques ventilées par sexe et la 
poursuite efficace du travail du Groupe. 

• The CCSA encourages UNSD and UNWomen in conjunction with the OECD and the 
World Bank to enhance their support – especially on the Evidence and Data for Gender 

                                                 
1 CCSA acronyme en anglais de Comité de coordination des activités statistiques 
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Equality (EDGE) project. The CCSA stands ready to support these activities in line with 
its mandate and objective. 

Le CCSA encourage la Division de statistique de l’Organisation des Nations Unies et 
ONU-Femmes conjointement avec l'OCDE et la Banque mondiale à renforcer leur 
support, particulièrement sur l’initiative Faits et données concernant l’égalité des sexes. Le 
CCSA se tient prêt à soutenir ces activités conformément à son mandat et ses objectifs. 

 

2. CCSA joint statement on health statistics 
 

• The CCSA notes that some member states have voiced concerns about a number of 
coordination issues in the area of health statistics. The CCSA is prepared to put the 
coordination of health statistics on its agenda and to actively reach out to engage WHO in 
a discussion on how to ensure effective cooperation among all relevant international 
agencies and inter-agency working groups active in the field of health statistics.  

 
 
3. CCSA joint statement on the coordination of statistical activities in the United 
Nations system 
 
 

• The CCSA welcomes the first consultation undertaken by the National Institute of 
Statistics and Geography of Mexico with the UN agencies to identify key issues related to 
the coordination of statistical activities. 

Le CCSA accueille favorablement les premiers échanges engagés par l'Institut national de 
statistique et de géographie du Mexique avec les agences de l'ONU pour identifier les 
principales questions soulevées par la coordination des activités statistiques. 

• The CCSA follows with interest the progress made by the Friends of the Chair group and 
stands ready to support the Friends of the Chair group and the UN agencies.  

Le CCSA suit avec l'intérêt les progrès réalisés par le Groupe des Amis de la présidence et 
se tient prêt à soutenir ce groupe et les agences de l'ONU. 

 

4.  CCSA joint statement on the common open standards for the exchange and sharing 
of data and metadata 
 

• The CCSA recalls that the (United Nations Statistical) Commission has recognized and 
supported the Statistical Data and Metadata eXchange (SDMX) in 2008 as “the 
preferred standard for the exchange and sharing of data and metadata” and encouraged 
national and international statistical organizations to increase the use and 
implementation of SDMX. 
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• The CCSA notes that SDMX is technically sufficiently advanced to commence its broad 
based implementation with a focus on core areas of statistics such as National Accounts 
and Balance of Payments Statistics. 

• As SDMX will have an influence on the business processes established between national 
and international statistical agencies, CCSA invites the Commission to actively 
participate in the SDMX implementation process and encourages member states to 
participate in the next SDMX Global Conference in Paris on 11-13 September 2013. 

 


