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Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities         SA/2013/2 
Twenty-first session 19 February 2013 
New York, 25 February 2013 
Item 1 of the provisional agenda 
=============================================================== 

 
Preparation of the 44th Session of the UN Statistical Commission 

 
Prepared by the CCSA Co-Chairs  

with the ECB, UNCTAD, UNESCWA, UNSD and the World Bank 
 
 
I.  Background 
 
1. In the special session on the “Future of CCSA” in September 2012 in 
Frankfurt, CCSA agreed to strengthen its coordination function among 
international and supranational organisations in preparation of global meetings. 
This applies in the first place to the UN Statistical Commission. 
 
2. According to the Report of the 20th Session (SA/2012/16, para. 6) and the 
Report of the Secretary-General to the 44th Session of the UN Statistical 
Commission (E/CN.3/2013/29; para. 7) “The Committee decided to work on joint 
positions on UN Statistical Commission agenda items that are important to CCSA; 
in each CCSA September meeting the UN Statistical Division will inform the 
CCSA on the forthcoming UN Statistical Commission agenda for the next year and 
the plans for the following years, and the CCSA will devote most of its February 
session to finalizing such joint positions. Depending on whether such positions 
meet a high degree of support by CCSA members, the Co-chairs may be mandated 
to speak with a CCSA voice. This would not exclude (neither supporting nor 
diverging) interventions of other CCSA members.” 
 
3. In particular, the Committee decided at its 20th Session to work on joint 
statements for the following agenda items and identified lead organizations for 
each as follows (SA/2012/16, para. 34): 
 

-  Gender statistics (lead: World Bank) 
-  Coordination of Statistical Activities in the UN-system (lead: 
UNCTAD, ESCWA) 
-  Disability/Health statistics (lead: UNSD) 
-  Information items (lead: ECB, World Bank) 

 
II.  Joint positions 
 
4. Taking into account the documentation of the 44th Session of the UN 
Statistical Commission, the lead agencies developed a short position paper on each 
topic consisting of a “short summary” of the agenda item/report and a “proposed 
joint position” for CCSA. Concerning the information items, it is proposed to focus 
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on the Progress report of the Statistical Data and Metadata Exchange (SDMX) 
sponsors (E/CN.3/2013/30) as SDMX will affect many business processes between 
national and international organizations. The four position papers are presented in 
the annex.  
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Annex 1: Proposed joint position on gender statistics (agenda item 3(i), 
document E/CN.3/2013/10); prepared by the World Bank 
 
Summary: 
 
The Statistical Commission is requested to take note of the work done by the 
UNSD and the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Gender Statistics (IEAG/GS) 
during 2012 to implement the requests made by the Commission at its forty-second 
session on the improvement of gender statistics. 
 
Highlights of the Report on Gender Statistics is as follows: 
 

 Countries have progressed in improving the enabling environment for 
gender statistics through laws or action plans (87% of countries), 
appointments of gender statistics focal points (68% of countries), and/or 
national coordinating bodies (37%);  

 At present, national statistical production focus on traditional measures 
(e.g. mortality, education, labor force) and less on violence, asset 
ownership, entrepreneurship. 

 The IEAG/GS identified a minimum set of gender indicators (52) that 
address key policy concerns.  Most are well-defined and in production (tier 
I indicators), some are well-defined but aren’t in production (tier II), and 
some require more work to establish international definitions before 
production can begin (tier III). 

 The project for Evidence and Data for Gender Equality (EGDE – jointly led 
by UNSD and UNWomen) is underway to accelerate progress to fill gaps 
for indicators in health, education, employment, entrepreneurship, and 
assets.  The project will develop a data and meta-data platform as well as 
develop and pilot standards and training on data for assets and 
entrepreneurship in some pilot countries. 

 Work on manuals, guidelines, etc. progresses.  The UNSD will release a 
Gender Statistics Manual in March as well as guidelines for producing 
statistics on violence against women.  An international classification for 
activities on time use statistics is being finalized.  These and other products 
and issues benefited from feedback from key fora (i.e. Global Forum on 
Gender Stats, IEAG/GS and the Advisory Group on Emerging Issues). 

 Future work focuses on in country implementation by testing the manuals, 
guidelines, etc. in workshops and countries.  The EDGE project and 
IEAG/GS, and future global fora will continue to promote improvements in 
critical gender statistics.    

 
Proposed Joint Position: 
 

 CCSA welcomes the discussion of the work conducted by UNSD, 
IEAG/GS, and other key national and international actors to improve 
gender statistics for key policy issues. 
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 CCSA welcomes the progress in developing critical standards, guidelines, 
and tools.  It also welcomes the consultative approach undertaken to 
develop these products.  In particular, CCSA agrees that the minimum set 
of 52 gender indicators should be used to guide statistical improvements in 
both developed and developing countries.   

 The attention on gender issues in the international domain continues to 
increase. In light of this high profile, CCSA encourages UNSD and 
UNWomen to work as quickly as possible to expedite their support – 
especially on the EDGE project where the country pilots are an essential in 
determining what will work “on the ground” to collect non-traditional 
gender statistics.  CCSA stands ready to support these activities in line with 
their mandates and objectives. 
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Annex 2: Proposed joint position on health statistics (agenda item 3(k), 
document E/CN.3/2013/12); prepared by UNSD 
 
Summary/Background: 
 

 Health Statistics had been flagged by the Statistical Commission as an area 
in need of better coordination, especially regarding the cooperation at the 
country level between national statistical offices and the ministries of 
health. 

 An Inter-Secretariat working group (currently lead by the US) was formed1 
and reported in 2009 (discussion) and 2011 (information) on the work to 
develop a Framework for health statistics; the Commission supported the 
development of the Framework 

 The 2013 report of WHO (E/CN.3/2013/12) describes in significant detail 
the work done by WHO in three areas: monitoring levels and trends in 
health, developing and promoting standards and tools for health 
information, and strengthening country monitoring and measurement. 

 The report does not make reference to the Inter-Secretariat Working Group, 
nor the work on developing a Framework for health statistics; it does, 
however, highlight in a section devoted to “Collaboration with other UN 
agencies and expert groups” specific very successful examples of 
collaboration e.g. to produce Child Mortality and Maternal Mortality 
Estimates. 

 
Proposed Joint Position: 
 

 CCSA welcomes the detailed sharing of information by WHO on its 
ongoing important work in the broad field of developing health statistics; 

 CCSA notes the importance of health statistics, especially in the context of 
the MDGs (3-4 of the MDG goals are health related). 

 CCSA encourages WHO to intensify its cooperation with relevant other 
international agencies active in the field of health statistics, based on 
successful models of interagency working groups to produce mortality 
estimates; 

 In this context, CCSA invites WHO to more regularly and actively 
participate in the work of the CCSA. 

                                                 
1 At its 35th session (in 2004), the Commission called for the establishment of an “intersecretariat working group on health statistics 
to develop a coordinated and integrated agenda for the production of health statistics and agree on standard definitions, classifications 
and methodologies in health statistics, taking advantage of existing mechanisms wherever possible, and involving the community of 
official statistics at all stages”. WHO was designated to serve as the Secretariat. 
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Annex 3: Proposed joint position on the Coordination of statistical activities in 
the United Nations system (agenda item 3(l), document E/CN.3/2013/13); 
prepared by UNCTAD and UNESCWA 
 
Summary 
 
The Statistical Commission is invited to comment on the programme of work and 
provide guidance for the completion of the tasks of the Friends of the Chair Group 
on the coordination of statistical activities in the United Nations system. 
 
Highlights of the Report (E/CN.3/2013/13) on the coordination of statistical 
activities in the United Nations system are as follows: 
 

 The group was formally established at the beginning of July 2012 with a 
membership of 12 countries and areas: Mexico (Chair2), Australia, Brazil, 
Hungary, India, Italy, Morocco, the Niger, Palestine, the Philippines, South 
Africa and the United States of America. In addition to United Nations 
Statistics Division representatives from UNCTAD, UN-ESCWA, ILO and 
UNICEF were also invited3 to participate in the Friends of the Chair. 

 The Group reviewed the proposed terms of reference (E/CN.3/2012/15, 
annex III), and decided that the work of the Group would have to be 
extended over a two-year period. 

 Coordination was not seen as an end in itself, but rather as a tool to help 
United Nations entities deliver statistical outputs according to their 
mandates that may sometimes lack on coherence. The Group will not 
attempt to initiate changes to the mandates of UN entities, but propose 
practical options taking current institutional arrangements into account. 

 UN entities and a representative of Mexico (Chair) met on 17 September 
2012 on the margins of the 20th session of the CCSA, and reached 
consensus on the following points:   

 The UN entities emphasized the key difference between the national 
and international statistical systems, namely, the lack of a regulatory 
and legislative framework at the international level.  

 The proposal to create a United Nations data clearing house was 
considered with some skepticism. The clearing house idea should not 
focus on the data themselves, but rather on the underlying 
methodologies and quality principles. 

• The United Nations entities are committed to work constructively with 
the Friends of the Chair to improve coordination mechanisms; 

• The regional commissions have a strategic role in promoting the 
agreed standards and in assisting in the process of efficient data 
transfer from the Member States: 

                                                 
2 The National Institute of Statistics and Geography of Mexico (INEGI). 
3 Decision 43/112 of the UN Statistical Commission. 
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• The Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities is the 
appropriate forum to address the general issue of data consistency at 
the international level; 

• A first useful step in analyzing the flow of statistical data in the United 
Nations system could be to construct a matrix of data origin and 
destination, and in this context Mexico offered to develop a concept 
note for an information exchange model; 

• The UN Statistics Division, in close collaboration with the four 
international members of the Friends of the Chair, will work on a 
better description of the current United Nations Statistical Information 
System. 

 Future work programme of the Group: The Group suggests for the 
consideration and approval of the Commission in the next steps (See 
E/CN.3/2013/13, Paragraph 12) to:  

• Agree on a full list of aspects and dimensions of coordination that 
must be addressed in its final report; 

• Elaborate an analytical text for each of the dimensions, including a 
description of the current arrangements, highlighting strengths and 
weaknesses and making specific recommendations; 

• Prepare a first draft report in consultation with United Nations system 
organizations; 

• Finalize the report for submission to the Statistical Commission in 
October and November 2013. 

Proposed Joint Position: 
 

 CCSA welcomes the first consultation undertaken by the National Institute 
of Statistics and Geography of Mexico with the United Nations entities to 
identify key issues related to the coordination of statistical activities. 

 CCSA supports the programme of work suggested by the Friends of the 
Chair for the consideration and approval of the Commission. 

 Consistency of disseminated data is a high priority for the Commission and 
CCSA. Particular attention is paid to the paragraph 10.c of the report that 
addresses the general issue of data consistency at the international level. 

 CCSA considers that issues of coordination should be seen in a global 
context going far beyond the UN System, and therefore, CCSA will 
consider necessary measures to evaluate how proposed agreements and 
arrangements to be applied to UN entities can be adjusted for the 
implementation by all CCSA members.  
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Annex 4: Proposed joint position on information items, in particular 
“Common open standards for the exchange and sharing of data and 
metadata” (agenda item 4(o) document E/CN.3/2013/30); prepared by ECB 
and the World Bank 
 
Summary: 
 

 The report of the Statistical Data and Metadata eXchange (SDMX) 
Sponsors presents the progress made on the SDMX statistical and technical 
standards and SDMX IT applications including the SDMX Global Registry. 

 SDMX is currently in the process of being implemented in several 
statistical domains. Particular attention is given to the implementation in 
National Accounts and Balance of Payments Statistics. 

 The next SDMX Global Conference will be held in Paris from 11 to 13 
September 2013. 

 
Proposed Joint Position: 
 

 CCSA RECALLS that the (United Nations Statistical) Commission has 
recognised and supported SDMX in 2008 as “the preferred standard for the 
exchange and sharing of data and metadata” and encouraged national and 
international statistical organisations to increase the use and implementation 
of SDMX. 

 CCSA NOTES that SDMX is technically sufficiently advanced to 
commence its broad based implementation with a focus on core areas of 
statistics such as National Accounts and Balance of Payments Statistics. 

 As SDMX will have an influence on the business processes established 
between national and international statistical agencies, CCSA INVITES the 
Commission to actively participate in the SDMX implementation process 
and ENCOURAGES participation in the next SDMX Global Conference in 
Paris on 11-13 September 2013. 

 
 


