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Introduction 
 
At the 17th session CCSA discussed the ESCAP oral report providing summary on the 
progress on establishment of the Network of statisticians working in International 
Organizations. The committee decided to establish an interim secretariat hosted by 
EUROSTAT and to appoint Misha Belkindas as project leader and coordinator in order to try 
to bring parties together in formulating the business plan for the development of the Network.  
 
The committee decided that the task team will operate at three levels: the secretariat, the team 
leader and the reference group. This report draws on the previous proposal prepared by a task 
team of  ESCAP, EUROSTAT, ILO, UNODC and World Bank, as well as from minutes of 
discussions at several CCSA meetings.  
 
Process  
 
Extensive consultations were held between the team leader and EUROSTAT staff. The team 
leader asked all chief statisticians to nominate staff to the Reference Group. As of mid-April 
2011 an extended reference group comprised of 49 staff members (Annex 1) was created. 
This group has been asked to provide comments and participate in a discussion through a 
Wiki tool set up by EUROSTAT 1. Three area of questions were submitted to the reference 
group, Form of the group, Topics. Events. The group responded to the questions during May. 
The following summary is based on the 14 contributions that were submitted during this 
period.  

 
- Regarding the form of the group, the common view was that the network should 
function on a free membership basis (no individual membership), with the possibility 
to combine it with corporate memberships. 
There were in addition several positive comments on the usefulness of a network in 
order to share information (views, knowledge and experience).  The link with ISI was 
rarely commented on, but it was suggested that meetings of the network could be 
combined with ISI (biennial) conference.  
- A long range of topics was suggested. It was clearly said that the goal is to improve 
cooperation and coordination and that there should therefore not be any restrictions on 
topics.  

                                                 
1 The Wiki Confluence, External user group: "Network of International Statisticians (NIS)", via the page 
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis to be accessed via username and password. For more information on 
Wiki Confluence: http://www.atlassian.com/software/confluence/ 
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- Not all of the respondents were in favour of face-to-face events due to time and 
budget constraints, and thought virtual meetings should instead be favoured. Having 
back-to-back meetings and biennial meeting during the ISI conference could be a 
possibility 
The full text of questions and comments that were submitted in the Wiki (edited to 
preserve anonymity) are presented in detail in Annex 2. 

 
Reasons for setting up a network for International Statisticians 
 
The need to establish a dedicated professional network for international statisticians is 
evident. Such a network could bring together producers of international statistics and 
international statistical standards to advance the professional development of international 
statisticians, promote common standards and best practices, foster knowledge sharing and 
encouraging innovative approaches in the development of international statistical standards 
and the effective use of statistics, and coordinate support for national statistical development.  
 
Let’s remind ourselves that we are concerned about staff members of many organizations 
working in the area of statistics at the international level. An exhaustive list was presented in 
the previous NIS proposal. In brief we are to cover staff doing statistical work in the UN 
organizations, international financial institutions, regional and sub-regional organizations, 
including regional development banks, members of national statistical and donor agencies, 
and private consulting companies doing work in the international arena.  
 
We are talking about more than 1500 staff members who would be eligible and hopefully 
interested in joining the network. They are engaged in four main kinds of activities: 
developing international statistical standards; compiling and maintaining international data 
bases; managing large scale internationally comparable data collection exercises; and 
providing technical and financial assistance to numerous national statistical organizations.  
 
These statistical activities are distinct from those usually undertaken by national official 
statisticians or academic statisticians. It is important to note however, that often these 
activities are conducted together with statisticians working in national statistical agencies. 
This cooperation even more distinguishes the unique character of work of statisticians at 
international level.   
 
This non exhaustive list demonstrates that the group does not have a homogenous interest and 
that the activities of the network will have to be tailored to its wide membership.  
 
Many international statisticians participate in statistical associations, such as ISI or its 
chapters, IAOS, IASS, etc. which tend to have a strong focus on national official statistics. 
CCSA – a coordination mechanism with almost exclusive participation of Chief Statisticians 
from member organizations – does not and can not serve as a professional network for 
international statisticians at large.  
 
Guided by the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics and the Principles Governing the 
International Statistical Activities as well as existing good practices, the Network will 
contribute in establishment of a common set of professional standards on technical skills, 
competencies, professional conduct, ethics to foster the development of international 
statisticians as a respected and reputable profession.   
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Objective of the Network 
 
A professional network for international statisticians could help to increase the understanding 
and adherence to a common set of professional standards and promote sharing of good 
practices within the membership; increase awareness among national official statisticians, 
other statisticians, researchers, policy-makers and the public of the statistical and other 
challenges related to international statistics; promote competency development and career 
mobility within the network, through facilitating information sharing regarding training 
opportunities, job profiles and competency requirements, vacancies, visiting/short-term 
exchange/secondment opportunities among international organizations; provide a forum 
where international statisticians can exchange professional views without institutional 
constraints.  

 
Model of the Network and Governance 
 
Depending on the model of the Network which the CCSA decides to adopt it shall be open, 
but not limited, to 
  

o all current or former staff in statistical entities of international organizations, who are 
interested in promoting the role of international statistics;  

o staff in offices of national statistical systems, as well as national aid agencies who are 
interested in promoting international statistics;  

o academic statisticians, researchers, staff in NGOs and other producers and users of 
international statistics who are interested in promoting international statistics; 

o private sector organizations that provide consulting services and carry out 
international data collection. 

 
There are several options for the Network of international statisticians. One of them is a 
network based on the principles of a Corporate Club. In this case only members of 
International organizations which will join the club will become members of the network. 
The international organization which joins the network will pay a corporate fee to be used to 
finance activities of the network.  
 
Another option is a network of individual members open to all the professionals interested to 
join. In this case the membership fee will be paid by individuals. This form however, does 
not preclude the international entities with international statistical functions (CCSA members 
for example) to pay a corporate fee.  
 
It is very important to agree on the management principles and structures. Given the 
professional nature of the Network, its professional independence should be maintained. We 
propose that it is managed by an Executive Committee comprised of members representing 
the membership. It is important that the Network is run by members who are not in 
management positions in the CCSA. The Committee membership and chairmanship shall 
change every 2-3 years. The Chair of the Executive Committee could attend the CCSA 
meetings representing the voice of the members. 
 
In addition it has to be decided where a secretariat will be housed. Most likely it has to be in 
one of the large international institutions to be able to support the Executive Committee and 
manage the activities of the network both substantively and financially.  
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Another option would be to associate the Network with International Statistical Institute. This 
option was explored by the team in discussions with the management of ISI which took place 
during the ISI 58th congressnin  Dublin.  
 
The Network could be linked directly to the ISI, given the consistency of its vision and 
mission with that of the ISI and its possible close relationship with other sections of ISI, 
especially the IAOS.  
 
It is suggested that the network starts out under the auspices of CCSA with the management –
coordination as suggested above, with a goal to become in the future a Committee of ISI. In 
this case more people from outside the CCSA member organization could join, and the ISI 
would be happy to keep the funds contributed by the International Organization to run the 
network in the ISI as a separate account. ISI has many committees which are very successful. 
One of the latest creations in an astrostatistics comitte/network. (A note about this committee 
is provided in annex 3.  
 
Functioning of the Network 
 
The Network could pursue its objectives through the following activities: a forum of the 
network members held on a biennial basis resource permitting.  Any regular event would 
allow members to discuss issues of common interest and to share their experiences.  
 
The Network could also organize lectures, discussion panels, and special sessions at other 
international statistical conferences, including the biennial sessions of the ISI and to advance 
the discussion and development of issues of particular strategic importance or technical 
relevance to international statistics.  From time to time it could table a room document at the 
UN Statistical Commission or regional statistical commissions.  
 
As an option the Network could rely primarily on an on-line network as the means for 
organizing its main activities. On-line tools such offer great potential for the Network to keep 
its members stay connected and informed. But the question is if the members will actively 
use these on-line tools in order to participate and communicate with each other. On one hand 
on-line tools serve as a good means of communication; on the other hand we have seen that 
the Wiki discussion (organized to guide the creation of the network) did not demonstrate a 
high level of participation.  
 
International organizations could use the communication channels created by the network to 
promote e-learning activities by placing e-learning courses on the Network’s on-line tools.  A 
periodic newsletter with news of the network could also be considered.   
 
Running and Financing the Network  
 
The Network should not have a legal status. But as mentioned above a secretariat will be 
needed to support its activities and to serve the membership.  The size of the secretariat will 
depend on the level of activities proposed as well as the financing available.  At a minimum it 
is suggested that it should consist of one professional international statistician and one 
support staff both working for about 50 per cent of the time. and the equivalent of a full-time 
support person.   
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The best option would be for The Network secretariat has to to be housed by one of the 
participating organizations.  .  The hosting organization will have to have a special account 
where corporate and/or individual contributions are held. It may be in a form of a trust fund 
or a special account of the organization depending on the possible financial arrangement. The 
hosting organization will report to the membership through the Executive Committee who 
would also monitor work plans and the financial status of the network at the agreed 
periodicity. When the ISI committee is established the funds can be kept with ISI.  
 
Next Steps  
 
Depending on the CCSA decision on the form of the network the task team is happy to 
continue, if needed, under the CCSA guidance to work on establishment of the network.  
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Annex 1 
Extended reference group, comments in Wiki 

 

International organization Reference Group member 

African Development Bank (AfDB)  
Beejaye Kokil 
Oliver Chinganya 

 
Arab Institute for Training and Research in 
Statistics (AITRS) Maysaa Mohammad Fadhil 

Asian Development Bank (ADB) Kaushal Joshi 
Chellam Palanyandy 

Bank for International Settlements (BIS)  Philippe Mesny 
Caribbean Community (CARICOM)   
European Central Bank (ECB) Luis Serna Martin  
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) 

Kafkas Caprazli 
Onno Hoffmeister 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)   

International Labour Organization (ILO) 

Monica Castillo  
Dagmar Walter 
Elisa Benes 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) Andrew Kitili 
International Telecommunication Union (ITU)    
Interstate Statistical Committee of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CISSTAT) 

Yury Zhukov 
Alexander Shershenkov 

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) 

 
Anne-Sophie Fraisse 
Fabiana Cerasa 

Paris 21 (P21)  
François Fonteneau 
Jon Hall 

Statistical, Economic and Social Research and 
Training Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRIC) 

Zehra Zumrut Selcuk 
Atilla Karaman 

Statistical Office of the European Union 
(EUROSTAT) 

Maria João Santos 
Ana Franco 
Tomasz Urbanski 

The Economic and Statistical Observatory of 
Sub-Saharan Africa (Afristat) 

Martin Balépa 
Birimbo Lompo 
Freeman  Amegashie 

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)   
UN Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD)  

Yumiko Mochizuki 
Marckie Muryawan 

UN Development Programme (UNDP)   
UN Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA)   
UN Economic Commission for Europe 
(UNECE) - Statistics Division 

Vadim Isakov 
Steven Vale 

UN Economic Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean (UNECLAC)   

UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific (UNESCAP) 

Margarita Guerrero 
Jan Smit 
Arman Bidar Bakhtnia 

UN Economic and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (UNESCWA)   
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UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) 

Jean Bosco Ki 
Martin Schaaper 
Hanna Taleb 

UN Environment Programme (UNEPGRID) Andera de Bono 
UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-
Habitat)    
UN Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO) 

Dong Guo 
Valentin Todorov 

UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)    
UN Population Division (UNPD)    
UN Population Fund (UNFPA)   

United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD)  

Maria Martinho 
Andrei Barac  
Youlia Antonova  

World Bank 

Sup Lee 
Graham Eele 
Johan Mistiaen 

World Health Organization (WHO) Antonio Massieu 
World Tourism Organization (UNWTO)  

World Trade Organization 
Ninez Piezas-Jerbi 
Thomas Verbeet 
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Annex 2  
Wiki, Questions and received comments 

 
 

Question 1. What form should the group take?  
 
Do you think the network in one or another form is useful and would you join if it will be 
created based on individual membership?  
If individual membership, what would be a fair subscription fee?  
Or would you either rather see it to be a network created on a corporate basis or a "free" 
membership association?  
Do you think this network should be associated/linked with the International Statistical 
Institute? 
 
 
Comments to question 1:  
 

 I think a virtual network would be very useful, to improve communication at working level 
between organizations. I would be happy to join on an individual basis. I would suggest to 
avoid having membership fees for two reasons - firstly, less people will join, and secondly, 
handling money, creating secure payment sites etc. would mean a lot of extra work and 
bureaucracy. I would prefer free membership, open to all staff working in statistical functions 
in international organizations. I am neutral about links to ISI. To be honest, I don't really see 
any benefit. 

 
 I think a network ought to be useful, particularly as a way to strengthen links between us all.  

But I would not pay out of my own pocket to join. I don't see it working unless it is officially 
supported by the major international organizations so, at the very least, they should cover 
membership costs if there are any.  I don't see much benefit in linking with ISI either. 

 
 We agree that that the group should not have membership fees. The network will not have a 

satisfactory participation if international statisticians are supposed to pay the subscription fees 
on their own. If a subscription fee is to be charged, then the network should be better created 
on a corporate basis. We are neutral about the linkage between the network and ISI. 

 
 I also agree that the group should not have membership fees. I think the Virtual network 

would be the most useful in sharing information. I think some incentives may need to be put 
in place to encourage participation. 

 
 Many of duplications in statistical activities among international organizations may root in 

lack of communications. I think the network is a useful platform which not only individuals 
could benefit by sharing views, knowledge and experience, but also international 
organizations will save lots of time and energy and work in a more coordinated manner;  
Two of key features of successful social networks are "voluntariness" and "free-of-charge", I 
suggest a "free" membership platform; No idea about linking with ISI.  

 
 I agree that a virtual network open to individuals would provide for wider participation, since 

there are quite a lot of people working on a free-lance basis who do not have a corporate 
affiliation and who are likely to have much to add.  I also agree on the issue of fees, having a 
subscription fee would complicate things and people would only be likely to join if the 
advantages of doing so were obvious from the outset. 
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The link with ISI has some advantages I would suggest, for example, the possibility of 
organizing meetings within their timetable.  There would be overlap, however, with the 
existing association of official statisticians. 

 
 We would see this network primarily as a corporate one (promoting exchange of knowledge 

and sharing of experience between statistical units of international organizations and 
supranational statistical offices). Nevertheless, we would welcome the possibility that also 
individuals become members. 
Alternatively, it could be established as a "free" membership association. We do not support 
that option, as membership fees ensure some commitment to the networks’ activities by the 
members and empower the network to perform its mandate. 
On the question association/linked with ISI; we think the network could benefit much from 
the pool of knowledge and experience acquired by the ISI, and in particular from the 
synergies arising from the alignment of the national and international view. 

 
 We think that the group should be created on individual membership (to have more 

flexibility), as a 'free" membership association (to give anyone interested the opportunity to 
join), linked to the International Statistical Institute. 

 
 On one hand, we think that a membership procedure through an institutional decision would 

give more power to the network, widen its impact and allow an effective participation of the 
members. In that case, we think that there should not be any costs and if there would be any 
they should be covered by the institutions. We also think the network should be associated to 
the International Statistical Institute for more efficiency. 
On the other hand, we think that it would be interesting if joining on an individual basis as 
professionals would be possible and in that case we suggest that a reasonable subscription fee 
would be required. 

 
 We find that from the logic of the Network proposal and given that this community aims at 

influencing and promoting itself among different target groups, “free" membership principle 
should be applied. On a page 3, para.8 it says that "a network could bring together producers 
and users of international statistics". If you don't want to exclude any of users group, such as 
least developed countries or students, fees can't be a prerequisite for entering a site and 
participating in the discussion. 
As for paying organisational subscription, knowing the scarcity of resources of international 
organizations, it might be problematic. 
We could consider two categories of membership. The first would be a free individual-based 
membership which would give the widest possible base from which membership could be 
drawn. The second would be a corporate or institutional membership (free). Fees could be 
charged, of course, for events, publications and other activities that would require resources. 
The biennial meetings of the ISI could also serve the purpose of bringing network members 
together physically on a regular basis, at the minimum.  For me, this would be the main 
justification for linking the network with the ISI. While virtual meetings are indeed the way to 
go for focused discussions of issue-based topics and for e-learning, I believe that face-to-face 
networking is also invaluable for sharing experiences and ideas in a more free-flowing 
spontaneous environment as well as establishing bonds based on common interests, etc. The 
challenge is to have these face-to-face opportunities accessible to 'junior-level' staff members 
who traditionally do not have resources to attend compared to senior-level or established 
experts. 

 
 I think a virtual network would be useful to keep us connected and share information.  If a 

subscription is to be charged than corporate membership would be preferable. I do not see 
individuals paying subscription fees – the externalities and benefits have to be large enough 
for individuals to want to pay from their own pocket.  Linking to the ISI - have no strong 
views. 



 

 10

 
 I would like rather see it a network created on a corporate basis. Regarding subscription, 

statisticians are already subscribing to a number of the associations. 
 
 
Question 2: Topics? 
 
What kind of areas would you choose for virtual discussions among the network members?  
These should be specific to those working for international organizations, as opposed to 
national statisticians. Examples might include: imputation of missing data, reasons for not 
using country data, harmonization problems, etc. 
 
Comments to question 2:  
 

 I think the main focus should be exchange of information and ideas. A central listing of 
statistical vacancies at international organisations would help promote inter-organisation 
mobility. Similarly a central list of meetings / conferences would be useful to ensure 
coordination. Topics for virtual discussions will depend on the specific interests of the 
members, but for me would include dissemination and communication, statistical IT, 
methodology, quality, and modernising statistical production. 

 
 In terms of topics then I think you need a mixture of things, with appropriate big issues taking 

centre stage (not narrow technical issues). The real advantage of having an event will be if we 
can have discussions with each other on the margins and that requires a large critical mass of 
people attending. So don't make it too narrow.  Discussions around improving cooperation etc 
are more interesting than imputation. 

 
 As to the virtual discussions, we think that they should include topics which will increase the 

coordination and cooperation among the international organisations; such as, multi-domain 
statistics and indicators, data visualisation, open source statistical software, etc. 

 
 On topics, I would like to see anything that encourages collective brainstorming and examples 

of innovation that could be transferred across institutions. In that respect, anything goes really. 
 

 I would not limit topics. Network should be open to share any statistical topic or information 
on relevant issues. It will automatically form a pool of topics;  

 
 In thinking about topics, there are at least potentially three areas to consider.  The first is the 

compilation of international statistical data bases and the dissemination of the information 
they contain.  The second is work to develop standards and recommendations for different 
sets of statistics and the third is concerned with helping to strengthen the capacity and the 
operations of national statistical systems, especially those in developing countries.  My own 
view is that there are important topics for discussion in all three areas, although clearly not 
everyone would be able or want to participate in all of them. 

 
 Possible topics: Data dissemination and exchange (especially websites, yearbooks, SDMX), 

data collection and processing (especially data quality checks; data work flows between 
national and international organizations; imputation, estimation of aggregates). 

 
 We think that the group's mission must be to facilitate and promote the exchange of 

information and ideas, and discuss subjects specific to statisticians working in international 
organizations. Potential topics could be the SDMX, or how to increase the transparency of 
processes used across IOs for handling statistical information. We also quite like the idea of 
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proposing a central listing of statistical vacancies to help promoting inter-organization 
mobility. 

 
 Possible topics:  

Technical components 
Norms and standards, Statistical publications, Sampling, Archives system, Historical and 
longitudinal data, Quality Assessment Framework, Use of ICT in management of statistical 
information system, Data visualization tools and techniques, Approximation methods to calculate 
regional averages. 
Organizational components 
Training of statisticians, Improve internal coordination between various stakeholders in a country, 
Legal framework supporting the production and use of statistics, Cross-agency cooperation, 
Improve statistical systems in developing countries. 

 
 We are interested in the following areas: 

o The use of non-official data to fill data gaps, adjust national data or construct new 
indicators 

o Imputation technique of missing data or outliers 
o Outliers detection technique 
o Repository of “problems” and their “solutions” if exist  
o Discrepancies of difference data sources (national or international sources) 
o  Handling data confidentiality and data status (break, estimate, provisional) on during 

data aggregation (e.g., calculation of country groups) 
o Metadata harmonization 
o Using SDMX standards for data exchange 
o Various statistical tools: for production and dissemination 
o Potential of cooperation on various domains to share knowledge and avoid 

redundancy etc 
 On topics and events, I would suggest that these be selected and prioritised based on a needs 

assessment of members and development of a 2-3 year programme cycle. 
 

 In terms of topics, statistical capacity building in national statistical systems in developing 
countries could be considered.  Others could be harmonizing data collection within national                 
statistical systems; and information sharing to reduce country response burden. 

 
 All topics are very interesting and important, but I'm more interesting in imputation of 

missing and harmonization problem 
 
 
 
Question 3. Events 
 
Would you consider participating in 2-3 days seminars/workshops organized by international 
organizations for network members?  
Would you like to have a large biennial conference of international statisticians? 

 
 

Comments to question 3:  
 

 
 I am not convinced about the need for physical meetings, at least initially. My travel budget is 

already over-stretched, and I would probably have to pay out of my own pocket. Therefore I 
could only consider attending if the topic was very relevant to my work, and the location was 
cheap! I think many others are in a similar position. There would be a risk that only a few mid 
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to senior staff from the richer organisations would be able to attend, and as these people often 
meet in other forums, the value would be very limited. Instead, I would suggest exploring the 
options for virtual meetings - telephone, Skype, web, wiki etc. Even if they are not ideal now, 
these tools are becoming more flexible every year. 

 
 Yes I would consider attending events if enough people go and the agenda is interesting.  

 
 Depending on the content of the events, we may consider attending them. Biennial 

conferences may not be feasible due to the varying work load of our organisations. We, 
therefore, suggest having a large annual conference. 

 
 Maybe participants could be invited to participate at biennial conferences based on the 

information they have shared virtually. A biennial event sounds about right. It should 
probably be linked to other events to reduce travel costs. Perhaps some smaller events could 
be held where others can participate remotely (by skype?)?  

 
 Physical meetings are costly. The network could facilitate virtual discussions and even 

trainings;  
 

 I would certainly consider participating in events, although the cost of doing so, especially for 
a freelance consultant could be a problem. Having a link to the ISI could mean that any events 
organized by the network could be held around the same time as other events, thus reducing 
travel costs. 
In addition to an event, it may be worth considering an on-line journal for the publication of 
papers etc from time to time.  There does not, as far as I am aware, seem to be an alternative 

 
 We answer yes to the suggestion of participating in 2-3 days seminars/workshops and having 

large biennial conference   
 

 Depending on the content of the events, we might consider attending 2-3 days 
seminars/workshops. This format seems to be more flexible than a biennal conference of 
international statisticians.  

 
 The second option would be the most suitable choice as it would promote substantial 

exchanges between a larger and more diversified group of participants. This would also 
prevent members and institutions from getting involved in additional logistical matters.  

 
 Such meetings are usually time and budget constrained. This aside, it depends on a topic of 

the discussion and application of the decisions taken. If a subject will be proposed that it can 
improve our service, quality of data and procedures, then yes, such meetings would be of 
interest. However, as it was mentioned in the proposal, it would be better if such meetings are 
organised in conjunction with other international statistical conferences to maximize 
attendance and lower budget spendings.   

 
 On topics and events, I would suggest that these be selected and prioritised based on a needs 

assessment of members and development of a 2-3 year programme cycle. 
 

 Securing funding to attend such seminars would be a challenge, even with corporate 
membership. Back-to-back meeting with other major events such as the UNSC session would 
help. 

 
 Yes, I think it would be quite possible to consider participating in 2-3 days 
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Annex 3 
 
 
Astrostatistics Committee / Network  
P.O. Box 24070 http://isi-web.org/com/ast 2490 AB The Hague The Netherlands 
 
 GOALS  
The foremost goal of the ISI astrostatistics committee is to foster collaboration between 
members of the statistical and astronomical communities. It also seeks to support existing 
astrostatistical organizations and endeavors, and will serve as a locus for the dissemination of 
information regarding astrostatistical education programs, conferences, web sites, and related 
publications. The committee hopes to serve as an apolitical representative of the 
astrostatistical community, and will manage the creation and maintenance of a global 
network of astrostatisticians, consisting of astrophysicists, statisticians, and anyone else 
having an interest in the statistical analysis of astronomical data.  
Members of the committee are charged with establishing relationships between the 
committee/network and other organizations having activities related to astrostatistical 
analysis. For example, we intend to maintain a strong working relationship with the 
International Statistical Institute and International Astronomical Union, and with the various 
national statistical and astronomical associations. We also intend to work with NASA, Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory, and the European Space Agency, as well as with existing 
astrostatistical centers and associations, e.g. the Pennsylvania State Center for Astrostatistics, 
the California-Harvard Astrostatistics Collaboration (CHASC), the International 
Computational AstroStatistics Group (InCA), and similar associations.  
ISI ASTROSTATISTICS NETWORK  
The ISI Astrostatistics Committee serves as the executive committee of the ISI Astrostatistics 
Network. The Network is a global association of statisticians, astronomers, and other 
researchers and theorists having an interest in the statistical analysis of astronomical data. 
Members of the Network are able to contribute advice as well as their special expertise to the 
furtherance of committee and Network goals and objectives.  
A Network membership list, or registry, will be maintained by the Network. It is intended 
that members with similar research interests may be identified and can perhaps collaborate on 
projects of mutual interest. The registry is separately posted on the Network website, and is 
updated on a regular basis.  
The Network also maintains a Newsletter, published monthly, providing information to 
members regarding upcoming astrostatistically-related conferences, job openings related to 
astrostatistics, relevant courses and educational programs, books, journal articles and other 
publications that are related to astrostatistical methods. The Newsletter also provides 
information concerning invited papers and special topics sessions that have been awarded to 
the Network or its members. This allows Network members to observe the types of research 
activities being advanced by members.  
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We also hope to sponsor a Journal of Astrostatistics, to be published by Wiley, when it is 
assured that there will be a steady stream of quality submitted manuscripts. The Journal will 
be discussed at the next general meeting of the committee/Network, which will be held in 
conjunction with the 2011 ISI World Statistics Congress in Dublin, Ireland, August 2011. 
BePress has also expressed an interest in publishing the journal, and plans to present an 
overview of what it can offer at the Dublin event.  
Astrostatistics has a long history, but its efforts during the past century have been splintered. 
Given the new instruments and technologies currently providing huge masses of astronomical 
data to be analyzed, and given planned advances in these technologies, e.g. the James Webb 
Space telescope, it is imperative that astronomers and statisticians having an interest in 
astronomy collaborate on the development of new and enhanced statistical methods for the 
evaluation this data. One of the foremost charges of the Network is to foster such 
collaboration.  
In addition, there is a need to encourage interdisciplinary joint statistics-astronomy 
department degree programs in astrostatistics. Several universities have already begun 
offering specialized education and degrees in astrostatistics. The Network will encourage 
these types of programs and offer support if necessary for their implementation. This 
movement sparks the beginning of a viable astrostatistics profession, whereby those coming 
from these programs identify themselves as astrostatisticians, not statisticians or astronomers.  
Associated with the development of astrostatistics as both a discipline and profession, we aim 
to have the Network evolve into an independent ISI member Section titled the International 
Association of Astrostatistics. The Association, or IAA, will then serve as the professional 
association for those identifying themselves as astrostatisticians, whether they are trained 
specifically in the discipline or come to it as interested astronomers, statisticians, computer 
scientists, and even particle physicists. Until that time, however, the Network takes that role, 
serving as an interdisciplinary association for those interested in the discipline.  
The Network will seek to advance astrostatistical expertise through fostering, and perhaps 
conducting, astrostatistical educational programs directed to both statisticians and 
astronomers. We hope to develop or support outside continuing education programs for 
astronomers desiring to learn advanced statistical methodologies so that they can themselves 
either engage in the analysis of their project data, or work in concert with a statistician or 
team of statisticians trained in astrostatistics. Likewise we wish to provide, or support, 
astrostatistical education programs directed to statisticians who wish to engage in 
astronomical research. And, as previously indicated, we envision the Network as being the 
base from which quality astrostatistical research and new statistical methods will be 
generated. Providing opportunities for the dissemination of astrostatistical research findings 
through conferences, colloquia, and the sponsoring of a journal are all important functions of 
our Network.  
Joseph M. Hilbe  
Chair, ISI Astrostatistics  
hilbe@asu.edu 6 January, 2010; Rev 19Feb 2010; Rev 06Nov 2010  
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