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Subject:  Conference on Data Quality for International Organisations 

Helsinki, Finland, 6–7 May 2010 

 
Dear Colleagues, 

It is our pleasure to invite your organisation to participate in the fourth CCSA 
Conference on Data Quality for International Organisations, which will be held on 6 and 
7 May 2010 in Helsinki, Finland, immediately after the Q2010 European Conference on 
Quality in Official Statistics (4-6 May 2010, Helsinki; for more information refer to 
http://q2010.stat.fi/index/ ). Eurostat and UNSD are organising this fourth conference, 
which will be hosted by Statistics Finland.  

The primary purpose of the conference is to provide statistical experts from 
international or supra-national organisations with a forum to discuss specific data quality 
issues related to their work and to exchange experiences regarding the various quality 
mechanisms developed for improving the collection and dissemination of data.  It is 
anticipated that the staff members who are expected to play an active role in quality 
management in their international organisations, and/or who will be the ones to provide 
support to countries on this issue will be participating.  

As decided at the 14th CCSA meeting held in Bangkok, Thailand (9-11 September 
2009), the main focus of this year’s conference will be on how international support for 
the development of National Quality Assurance Frameworks can be provided. Therefore, 
discussions at this year's meeting will reflect upon the proposals made by Statistics 
Canada in its programme review on National Quality Assurance Frameworks for the UN 
Statistical Commission (see document E/CN.3/2010/2 from the forty-first session of the 
Statistical Commission, http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/sc2010.htm ; see also 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/dnss/nqaf.aspx ). 

A programme committee consisting of Mr. Charles Lufumpa (AfDB), Mr. Gora 
Mboup (UN-Habitat), Mr. Stefan Schweinfest (UNSD) and Mr. Pieter Everaers 
(Eurostat) has been set up and has prepared the attached provisional programme 
consisting of five thematic sessions. We hope that all participants will actively contribute 
to the conference, and we invite those who are interested in contributing a concise paper 
specifically related to one of the sessions to do so, with the possibility of also making a 
presentation should time permit. Please directly contact the respective session organizer 
with your proposal. More detailed information regarding the conference is available at 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/accsub/cdqio-2010.htm where all the conference papers will 
also be posted as soon as they become available. 
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Statistics Finland has kindly offered to host this CCSA Conference at its 
headquarters in Helsinki, for which we express our special gratitude. This will allow 
prospective participants in our conference to also attend the Q2010 European Conference 
beforehand.  

For general questions regarding the fourth Conference on Data Quality for 
International Organisations on 6 and 7 May, and to confirm your organisation’s 
participation, please contact Ms. Mary Jane Holupka of UNSD with the name(s) and 
title/position of the participants  (e-mail: holupka@un.org; phone: 212-963-4578; fax: 
212-963-4569) as soon as possible before 1 April 2010. For specific questions on local 
arrangements at the Helsinki conference venue, please contact Ms. Raija Löfgren of 
Statistics Finland (e-mail: raija.lofgren@stat.fi ; phone: +358-9-1734-2265; fax: 358-9- 
1734-2291). 

We are looking forward to seeing you in Helsinki. 

[Signed] 

Pieter Everaers, Eurostat Henri Laurencin, UNCTAD 

 


