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Introduction 
 
1. Statisticians working in international organizations (henceforth called 
“international statisticians”) constitute a distinct professional group which does not 
have, as yet, an established forum. The idea of establishing a professional network or 
association for international statisticians was first proposed by Haishan Fu2, and 
supported by many of the attending agencies, at the 6th session of the Committee for 
the Coordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA), held in Rome from 12 to 14 
September 2005. The current proposal was prepared by a Task Team of ESCAP, 
EUROSTAT, ILO, UNODC and World Bank, which volunteered at the 14th session 
of CCSA, held in Bangkok from 9 to 11 September 2009, to jointly develop a strategy 
for the establishment of such a network. After the initial draft proposal was prepared, 
the Task Team conducted, from 25 July to 16 August 2010, a round of consultation 
with a Reference Group of international statisticians (see Annex I) nominated by 
CCSA member agencies, as agreed at the 15th session of CCSA in New York on 22 
February 2010. The current draft has incorporated the comments and suggestions, 
received as of 18 August 2010, from members of the Reference Group.  
 
2. The proposal highlights the unique role of international statisticians in the 
global statistical system and argues for the need to establish a network (henceforth 
termed “the Network”) for this distinct professional group. It defines the objectives of 
the Network, describes its membership, proposes a governance structure, and outlines 
the functioning of the Network and the means for financing the possible activities. It 
also clarifies the Network’s possible relationship with other international statistical 
institutes or associations, such as the International Statistical Institute (ISI) and its 
section association, the International Association for Official Statistics (IAOS).    

 
Statisticians in international organizations: A distinct professional group 
 
3. Statisticians in international organizations form a distinct professional group. 
They are staff working – either in professional or support capacity – in statistical 
entities3 of:  
                                                 
1 Shaida Badiee, Director, Development Data Group, World Bank; Haishan Fu, Director, Statistics Division, 
ESCAP; Angela Me, Chief, Statistics and Surveys Section, UNODC; Maria Joao Santos, Head of Section, 
International Statistical Cooperation, EUROSTAT; Rafael Díez de Medina, Director, Statistics Department, ILO.     
2 Then Chief of Statistics, Human Development Report Office, UNDP. 
3 Refer to the statistical unit/section/branch/department/division in international, regional and sub-regional as well 
as supra-national organizations, many of which are CCSA member organizations (see Annex I) 
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o The United Nations Systems, including the United Nations Secretariat, Funds 

and Programmes and Specialized Agencies such as the Food and Agricultural 
Organization (FAO), International Labour Organisation (ILO),  United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), etc.; 

o other multilateral international organizations such as the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), Organisation of Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD), World Bank and the World Trade Organization; 

o regional or sub-regional organizations such as the regional development banks 
(e.g., Asian Development Bank (ADB), African Development Bank (AfDB) 
and European Central Bank (ECB)), the Association of South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN), the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC), etc.;  

o supra-national organizations such as AFRISTAT and EUROSTAT;    
o bilateral aid agencies with extensive international reach such as the UK 

Department for International Development (DFID); or 
o international Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) which include in their 

mandates the production of international statistical series in specific areas (e.g., 
World Conservation Union IUCN/Special Survival Commission (SSC), etc.).   

 
4. Many of these international organizations are currently members of the CCSA. 
There are currently well over 1,500 statisticians working in the 37 international 
organizations that are CCSA members.4 Though with varying mandate and scope of 
operation, international statisticians are typically engaged in some or all of the 
following statistical activities: 
 

o Developing international statistical standards in specific areas (such as the 
Systems of National Accounts (SNA), International Standard Industrial 
Classification (ISIC); International Statistical Classification of Diseases and 
Related-Health Problems (ICD), International Standard Classification of 
Occupations (ISCO), etc.); 

o promoting use of statistics in their respective organizations and the use of 
international statistical standards by national statistical systems; 

o supporting national statistical capacity building;  
o undertaking methodological research to improve data collection, data analysis 

and estimation; 
o implementing data collection activities through, for example, regional or 

international survey programmes;  
o managing and maintaining statistical databases for analytical and monitoring 

purposes;  
o harmonising methodologies and statistics to enable comparisons between 

countries and regions; and 
o coordinating use of data among partner international agencies and with 

national statistical systems in compiling, disseminating and analyzing 
international data series for assessing global or regional development trends, 
including progress towards internationally agreed development goals such as 
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), and for policy analysis and 
evaluation.  

                                                 
4 This is a very rough and conservative estimate (EUROSTAT alone accounts for over 700 statisticians); more 
information is being collected from CCSA member agencies.  
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5. These statistical activities (henceforth termed “international statistical 
activities”) are distinct from those usually undertaken by national official statisticians 
or academic statisticians. Challenges related to the development of international 
statistical standards and the production of comparable international statistical series 
within the framework of inter-governmental cooperation are unique to international 
statisticians.  The importance of international statistics, and the role of international 
statisticians, has become more visible since the 1990s with the increasing demand for 
evidence-based policy-making and for tracking regional and global progress towards 
the achievement of internationally agreed development goals, including the MDGs.  
 
Needs for a dedicated professional network 
 
6. Despite their distinct professional characteristics and activities, there is 
currently no established forum for international statisticians. Many international 
statisticians participate in international statistical associations, such as the IAOS, 
which tend to have a strong focus on national official statistics. CCSA – a 
coordination mechanism with almost exclusive participation of Chief Statisticians 
from member organizations – does not and can not serve as a professional network for 
international statisticians at large.  
 
7. International statisticians currently lack a clear identity and visible reputation 
as a professional group. Most statistical offices of international organizations are 
under-resourced and under-staffed compared to the scope of their mandates. Many 
find it difficult to attract young talent to the field of international statistics and to 
retain them by offering a clear career path and inspiring opportunities. Although the 
CCSA has adopted the Principles Governing the International Statistical Activities5, 
they have yet to be translated into common understanding and collective expectations 
within the community of international statisticians. There also remain enormous 
challenges among international statistical organizations to effectively coordinate 
support for national statistical development.  
 
8. The need to establish a dedicated professional network for international 
statisticians is therefore pressing. Such a network could bring together producers and 
users of international statistics and international statistical standards to advance the 
professional development of international statisticians, promote common standards 
and best practices, foster knowledge sharing and encouraging innovative approaches 
in the development of international statistical standards and the effective use of 
statistics, and coordinate support for national statistical development. It could also 
serve to generate interest among young people outside the profession into considering 
a career in international statistics.   
 
Objective of the Network 
 
9. A professional network for international statisticians could contribute 
specifically to:  
 

                                                 
5 Adopted on 14 September 2005 (see 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/methods/statorg/Principles_stat_activities/principles_stat_activities.asp). 
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o Raise the profile and visibility of international statisticians and establish a 
stronger professional identity and reputation thus raising the moral and 
productivity of international statisticians; 

o promote the role of international statisticians among international 
organizations (to help leverage the necessary support and resources); 

o increase awareness among national official statisticians, other statisticians, 
researchers, policy-makers and the public of the unique statistical challenges 
related to international statistics;6 

o increase the understanding and adherence to a common set of professional 
standards and promote sharing of good practices within the profession;  

o foster the generation of new ideas, innovative approaches and methodologies 
regarding international statistics; 

o attract and retain talented professionals to work on international statistics, and 
encourage professional mentoring relationships between experienced 
international statisticians and newcomers to the profession;  

o promote competency development and career mobility within the profession, 
through facilitating information sharing regarding training opportunities7, job 
profiles and competency requirements, vacancies, visiting/short-term 
exchange/secondment opportunities among international organizations;  

o facilitate collaboration and coordination among international organizations in 
developing international standards, supporting national statistical capacity 
building for implementing the standards8, and sharing data to reduce response 
burden on countries and improve timeliness of international statistics; and  

o provide a forum where international statisticians can exchange professional 
views without institutional constraints.  

 
Membership 
 
10. The Network shall be open, but not limited, to 
  

o All current or former staff in statistical entities of international organizations, 
who are interested in promoting the role of international statistics;9  

o staff in offices of national statistical systems, who are interested in promoting 
international statistics; and 

o academic statisticians, researchers, staff in NGOs and other users of 
international statistics who are interested in promoting international statistics.  

 
11. The issue of individual versus corporate (organizational) membership needs to 
be considered. In particular, some organizations that are primarily involved with 
international statistics, such as UNSD, EUROSTAT or the Development Data Group 
of the World Bank, should possibly hold organizational membership or even be 
sponsors.  
 

                                                 
6 Including issues such as international comparability, discrepancy between national and international data series, 
production of regional and global statistics, imputation of missing country data, and assuring quality standards.  
7 Including electronic media-type training such as “webinars” or online meetings. 
8 While CCSA coordinates statistical activities among international organization at the strategic level, the Network 
could promote working-level interactions and collaboration at all professional levels. 
9 Including those working on statistical IT tools, data management and dissemination, and data analysis and 
reporting tasks. 
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Governance  
 
12. The Network could be linked directly to the ISI, given the consistency of its 
vision and mission with that of the ISI and its possible close relationship with other 
sections of ISI, especially the IAOS. The Task Team is of the view that the Network 
could start with a less formal, “light” structure during its initial stage to “get things 
going” and avoid being bogged down by formalities. Therefore it will be proposed to 
ISI to install the Network of International Statisticians as an ISI Committee. It is 
envisaged that the Committee could be developed towards a section in due course. 
The Executive Committee of ISI has been informed of the current proposal and is 
very supportive of the initiative. 
 
13. While in principle, the Network could be closely linked with the CCSA and its 
management structure, the professional nature of the Network needs to be carefully 
maintained and protected. The Network could be managed by an Executive 
Committee (ExCom) with rotating chairmanship and membership of other committee 
officials elected among the Network. The TOR of the ExCom, including its 
composition, the principles and procedure guiding its election and its functioning as 
well as its relationship with the ISI governance structure, need to be further discussed 
and decided. For specific areas of work or tasks, the ExCom could appoint thematic 
“Task Teams” through voluntary arrangements with Network members (individual or 
organizational).  
 
Functioning of the Network 
 
14. The Network could pursue its objectives through the following activities:  
 

o A biennial forum for international statisticians  
 

A biennial forum – a regular event for all membership – will provide a unique 
opportunity for international statisticians to come together to exchange ideas, 
explore issues, propose new approaches and develop networks.   
The forum could be organized with sponsorship from one or more 
international organization(s) and in conjunction with other international 
statistical conferences to maximize attendance.  

 
The forum could also be a time for collective reflection on, and visible   
recognition of, the outstanding contribution in specific areas by promising 
young international statisticians or the life-time achievements of more senior 
international statisticians.  

 
o Special events 
  

The Network could also organize, as appropriate, lectures, discussion panels, 
and special sessions at other international statistical conferences, including the 
biennial sessions of the ISI and IAOS, to advance the discussion and 
development of issues of particular strategic importance or technical relevance 
to international statistics.  

 
o On-line Network  
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The Network could rely primarily on an on-line network as the means for 
organizing its main activities. The on-line network could be developed and 
maintained to provide the following services: 

 
 Linking its members, sharing news and keeping members abreast of 

new development in international statistics;   
 organizing and moderating an issues-based discussion forum, 

promoting innovation and good practice, facilitating knowledge 
sharing, exchange of views and cooperation; 

 posting information on job vacancies and other career opportunities 
(developing standard skill requirements…) and training opportunities; 

 providing an event calendar highlighting those of special interest to 
members; and  

 hosting blog sites where bloggers could discuss recent developments in 
their work and comment on international statistical issues of interest.  

Provide a platform to facilitate sharing of documents and other 
forms of digital content. 
 

On-line tools such as Wiki, Facebook, Googlegroup, Confluence, etc., offer 
great potential for the Network to keep its members stay connected and 
informed.10 
 
While the ExCom would oversee the development of the on-line network, it 
requires the dedicated team of voluntary organization(s) and individuals to 
develop and maintain the on-line network on a continuing basis.   
 
The relationship of the Network website with the ISI website and the kinds of 
support that could be expected from ISI needs to be further explored.  
 

o Establish and implement a common set of professional standards 
 

Guided by the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics and the Principles 
Governing the International Statistical Activities as well as existing good 
practices, the Network shall establish a common set of professional standards 
on technical skills, competencies, professional conduct, ethics, etc., to foster 
the development of international statisticians as a respected and reputable 
profession.   

 
o Training  

 
Promote professional training, including through offering on-line training 
programmes in specific technical areas (certification programme?). 

 
o On-line Newsletter 

 
A periodic newsletter prepared by an appointed editor with contributions from 
focal points of member organizations or from individual members.11  

                                                 
10 Some Reference Group members have become active in exploring the options and a small task team on IT could 
be formed immediately.  
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Financing 
 
15. The Network will not have a legal status. It would be highly desirable, 
however, to have an agency to host a very small secretariat composed of a part-time 
coordinator and a website manager for the Network to get off the ground.12 As a non-
for-profit organization, there are three main possible sources of funding for the 
Network activities:  
 

o In-kind contributions:  
 
The Network will need to rely on in-kind contributions from individual and 
corporate (organizational) members to start and maintain its operation.   

 
o Membership fees 
 

The membership fees could be used to cover the Network’s basic operational 
costs and to finance the biennial Forums (together with the registration fees for 
the events).  

 
o Trust Fund 

 
In the long-run, the Network would require sustained funding. The possibility 
of establishing a Trust Fund with voluntary donations needs to be actively 
explored. This source of funding is particularly essential for the awards 
programmes and support to young international statisticians.   

 
Immediate steps 
 

o Submit the current proposal to CCSA’s consideration and endorsement at its 
17th session in Vienna, 1-3 September 2010; 

o seek endorsement and support by ISI (share initial draft by 1 July for review 
by the ISI Council); 

o set up a Preparatory Committee, drawing on CCSA and the resources from the 
Reference Group, to develop the vision/mission, principles and operational 
structure as well as a workplan for the initial 2-5 years;  

o organize a “lead-in” activity: ISI Special Topic Session on International 
Statistics in Dublin in August 2011 (Session Organizers: Shaida Badiee, 
Angela Me and Haishan Fu);13  

o Prepare a “kick-off” event.  
 

 
* * *  

                                                                                                                                            
11 It might be desirable to avoid the conventional form of periodic newsletter with more interactive on-line news 
sharing.    
 
12 If such a secretariat were established, it could exist on a rotating basis with different host agencies for periods to 
be determined by the ExCom.  
13 One aim of the special session will be to generate awareness and interest about the establishment of the Network, 
and to possible announce the date of the kick-off event or first biennial forum for international statisticians.  
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Annex I 
CCSA Member Organizations and Nominated Reference Group Members 

 

CCSA member organizations 
Number of 
statisticians Reference Group members 

African Development Bank (AfDB)     
 Fathi ALnsoor 

Arab Institute for Training and Research in 
Statistics (AITRS)   Maysaa Mohammad Fadhil 

 Mr. Benson Sim 
 Mr.Kaushal Joshi 

 Ms. Dalisay S. Maligalig 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) (Development 
Indicators and Policy Research Division)  Ms. Chellam Palanyandy 
Bank for International Settlements (BIS)     
Caribbean Community (CARICOM)    

 Luis Serna Martin  

European Central Bank (ECB)  Christos Androvitsaneas 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO)    
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)    

 Monica Castillo  
International Labour Organization (ILO)  Dagmar Walter 
International Monetary Fund (IMF)    
International Telecommunication Union (ITU)     

 Mr. Yury Zhukov Interstate Statistical Committee of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CISSTAT)  Mr. Alexander Shershenkov 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD)    

 Mr. François Fonteneau 
Paris 21 (P21)   Mr. Jon Hall 

 Ms. Zehra Zumrut Selcuk 
Statistical, Economic and Social Research and 
Training Centre for Islamic Countries 
(SESRTCIC)  Mr. Atilla Karaman 

 Maria João Santos 
 Ana Franco Statistical Office of the European Union 

(EUROSTAT)  Tomasz Urbanski 
The Economic and Statistical Observatory of 
Sub-Saharan Africa (Afristat)    
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)    
UN Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD)   No nominations to date 
UN Development Programme (UNDP)    
UN Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA)    
UN Economic Commission for Europe 
(UNECE) - Statistics Division  Vadim Isakov  
UN Economic Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean (UNECLAC)    

UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific (UNESCAP)  

Margarita Guerrero 
Darryl Miller 
Jan Smit 
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UN Economic and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (UNESCWA)    
UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO)    
UN Environment Programme (UNEP)    
UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-
Habitat)     
UN Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO)    
UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)     
UN Population Division (UNPD)     
UN Population Fund (UNFPA)    

 Maria Martinho 
 Andrei Barac  

United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD)   Youlia Antonova  
World Bank    
World Health Organization (WHO)    
World Tourism Organization (UNWTO)  Antonio Massieu 

 Ninez Piezas-Jerbi 

World Trade Organization  Thomas Verbeet 
 
Source: Information received, as of 16 August 2010, from relevant organizations through email 
exchange.  


