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Introduction 
 
1.  As a step in promoting effective collaboration among development partners, the 
Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities and PARIS21 Steering Committee agreed 
on setting up a mechanism, which would collect and analyze information on support to statistical 
development by financial and technical partners.  Such a tool would permit an easier exchange of 
information on statistical activities being carried out and planned in recipient countries.  This is 
particularly important at the present time, with the ongoing discussions among partners on the 
Statistics for Results Facility, as part of the management for results agenda. In a broad manner, 
this initiative is also in line with the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness, adopted at the High-
Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness of March 2, 2005, which calls for strong commitments to 
harmonize and align aid delivery by multilateral and bilateral development institutions.   
 
2. As a first step to set up this mechanism, the Secretariat of PARIS21 conducted a Light 
Reporting Exercise at the end of 2005 for Sub-Saharan Africa, whose results were presented in a 
three-volume document, entitled Review of Support to Statistical Capacity Building in Sub-
Saharan Africa: From Reporting to Collaboration.  Given the positive feedback received from 
this exercise, PARIS21 decided to continue the design and development of the reporting 
mechanism and to extend it to all regions of the world.  In light of this, it agreed to the creation of 
a multi-partner Task Team in November 2006, with the aim of designing and developing a 
partner reporting mechanism that would take into account existing reporting systems.  The 
Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA) had endorsed the creation of 
such a Task Team in September 2006.  
 
3. This note describes the preparation process for the development of the Partner Report 
on Statistical Support (PRESS), the data collection process for 2008, and the preparation of the 
2008 PRESS Report, including tabulation of the results. It also provides the next steps for the 
production and dissemination of the PRESS Report 2008 and a tentative schedule. 
 
PRESS – 2008 
 
 Preparation 
 
4. The Team’s principal aim was to design and develop a partner report mechanism, which 
would take into account existing reporting systems.  In this vein, the Task Team conducted an in-
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depth study on the potential use of the OECD’s Creditor Reporting System (CRS) for the PRESS, 
as well as a review of reporting systems of other development partners.  The CRS study 
recognized the CRS as the official source of information on commitments of OECD bilateral 
members, but cited the following limitations:  (i) the use of the “statistical capacity building” 
code was insufficient to capture all statistical support; other activities, such as population 
censuses, are coded separately; (ii) the CRS focus on reporting the “main purpose” of an activity, 
often ignoring smaller components, renders identifying statistical activities (frequently secondary 
components) difficult; (ii) the information from the CRS is available with a time delay of one 
year; and (iii) most multilateral agencies and regional organizations do not report to the CRS.  To 
address the first point, the study defined a specific search methodology to identify statistical 
activities in the CRS.  In light of these findings, the Task Team concluded that CRS data be used 
for the PRESS for past activities of OECD bilateral partners, but that for current/future activities 
of these partners and for statistical support of other development partners, information be 
collected through a survey. For this purpose, the Task Team developed the PRESS questionnaire, 
which the Task Team felt would complement CRS data and provide a greater degree of detail on 
statistical development support.   
 
5. The PRESS questionnaire covers both past/current and planned activities. The principal 
information requested for each project/program includes the name of the recipient 
country/institution, the statistical area covered by the intervention, its time period, and its 
financing amount (for both financial and non-financia l support).  The Task Team also prepared 
and agreed upon a classification of statistical areas and a classification of financial terms to 
accompany the questionnaire.  
 
 Data Collection – 2008   
  
6. The following steps were taken to launch Round 2008 of the PRESS: 
 

• in accordance with the CRS study, data on support to statistical development for 21 
OECD bilateral members were extracted from the CRS, using a variety of codes and 
search words.  The extracted activities were reviewed and “cleaned” to ensure that the 
activities were relevant to statistics; 

 
• the PRESS questionnaire, converted into an Excel document, was sent to 63 partners, 

including: 
 

o 20 multilateral institutions 
o 17 regional organizations 
o 18 sub-regional organizations 
o 6 statistical training institutes 
o 2 foundations 

 
• a shorter questionnaire and a copy of the respective CRS-extracted data was sent to 20 

staff of bilateral development agencies and respective statistical offices to request 
information on their support during 2007 and for any planned activities (the questionnaire 
was not sent to Austria, who had indicated that the CRS information was the official 
source of their activities); 

 
• an Access-based database was created to import the information received from partners; 
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• the PRESS exercise was presented to the Working Party on Statistics (WP-STAT) of the 
OECD at its informal brainstorming session on “Parallel Reporting Systems” in June 
2008. 

 
7. As of end-August 2008, out of the 83 partners solicited, 42 partners submitted 
information on their support – see list in Annex I.  It must be highlighted that the major 
supporters to statistical development did respond, thus the results of Round 2008 should capture 
the bulk of statistical support.  The responses to the PRESS questionnaire and the information 
extracted from the CRS, totaling around 700 activities, have been stored in the Access-based 
database, housed at the PARIS21 Secretariat. 
 
 PRESS 2008 Report 
 
8. The PRESS three-volume report is being finalized and will be reviewed by the PARIS21 
Bureau in late September 2008.  It will be presented at the PARIS21 Steering Committee in early 
November 2008.  Volume I will highlight the key findings and messages from the 2008 round of 
the PRESS.  Volume II will present the detailed results, tabulated as follows: 
 

• a detailed table of all activities by recipient country 
• a detailed table of all activities by partner 
• a table by statistical areas, based on the statistical classification mentioned above 
• a table by key financing sources  
• a table of planned activities 

 
9. Volume III will present a directory of partners supporting statistics, which will include 
their strategy on statistical support, their focus countries, and any outputs linked to their support 
in developing countries. 
 
Next Steps  
 
10. The table below indicates the calendar for the completion of round 2008 of the PRESS. 
 

Activity Time Period 
Review by PARIS21 Bureau End-September 08 
Finalization of PRESS Report 2008 October 08 
Presentation at PARIS21 Steering Committee November 08 
Dissemination of PRESS Report 2008 Mid-November 08 
Preparation of short leaflet of report December 08 

 



4 
 

ANNEX I 
 
Partner Reporting on Support to Statistics 
Financial and Technical Partners – Reporting Status  
 

 Partner Name  
Contacts/ Email address 

Comments  

BILATERAL PARTNERS 
1  Australia  Responded  
2 Austria  No questionnaire -- CRS 

only 
3  Belgium  Responded 
4  Canada  Responded  
5 Denmark Responded  
6  Finland  Responded 
7  France Responded 
8 Germany  Only CRS; submitted 

UNECE quest.  
9 Greece Responded – no activities 
10 Ireland  
11 Italy Responded  
12  Japan  CRS only 
13 Luxembourg  
14 Netherlands  Responded 
15 New Zealand  
16  Norway Responded 
17  Portugal  CRS only 
18  Spain     
19  Sweden  Responded  
20 Switzerland  Responded 
21 UK Responded 
22 USA Responded (MCC only)  
MULTILATERAL ORGANIZATONS 
23 EC/Eurostat Responded 
24 FAO  
25 Health Metrics Network Responded 
26 IMF Responded  
27 PARIS21 Responded  
28 UNAIDS  
29 UNCTAD  
30 UNDP  
31 UNEP   
32 UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS)  Responded 
33 UNFPA  Info not accessible at HQ 
34 UN HABITAT   
35 UNICEF Responded 
36 UNIDO Responded 
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 Partner Name  
Contacts/ Email address 

Comments  

37 UN ILO Responded 
38 UNSD  Responded 
39 World Bank Responded 
40 WHO  Info decentralized  
41 World Trade Organization – WTO  Responded – no activities  
42 World Tourism Organization – WTO Responded  
REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
43 African Development Bank Responded 
44 African Union  
45 Arab Monetary Fund   
46 Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development   
47 Arab Labor Organization -- Cairo  
48 Arab League for Educational, Cultural and Scientific 

Organization -- Tunis 
 

49  Arab Organization for Agriculture Development (AOAD)  
50 Inter-American Development Bank Responded 
51 Islamic Development Bank Responded 
52   Kuwaiti Fund for Arab Economic Development (KFAED)  
53  UNECA – Economic Commission for Africa Responded 
54 UNECE – Economic Commission for Europe Responded 
55  UNECLAC – Economic and Social Commission for Latin 

America and Caribbean  
Responded  

56  UNESCAP – Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 
Pacific  

Responded 

57  UNESCWA – Economic and Social Commission for West 
Asia 

 

58  UN Statistical Institute for Asia & Pacific (SIAP) Responded 
SUB-REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
59 ACBF - African Capacity Building Foundation  
60 AFRISTAT  
61  ASEAN – Association of Southeast Asian Nations  Responded 
62 BEAC – Banque des Etats de l’Afrique Centrale   
63 BCEAO – Central Bank of Western African States  
64  CARICOM Caribbean Community Responded 
65 Caribbean Development Bank  
66 CEMAC – Communauté Economique et Monétaire de 

l’Afrique Centrale  
Responded  

67 CISSTAT  Responded 
68  COMESA – Common Market for East & Southern Africa  
69  CPLP – Communidade dos Países de Lingua Portuguesa  
70  EAC – East African Community  
71 
 

ECOWAS (CEDEAO) – Economic Community of West 
African States  

 

72 LAS – League of Arab States  
73 SPC – Secretariat of the Pacific Community  
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 Partner Name  
Contacts/ Email address 

Comments  

74 SADC – Southern African Development Community  
75 South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)  
76   UEMOA – Union Economique et Monétaire Ouest Africaine   
STATISTICAL TRAINING INSTITUTES 
77  AITRS - Arab Institute for Training and Research in Statistics   
78  EASTC – East African Statistical Training Centre (Tanzania)   
79  ENEA – Ecole Nationale d’Economie Appliqué (Sénégal)  
80 
  

ENSEA – Ecole Nationale Supérieure de Statistique et 
d’Economie Appliquée de Côte d’Ivoire 

 

81  ISSEA – Institut sous-régional de statistique et d’Economie 
Appliqué de Yaoundé 

 

82  SESRTRIC - Statistical, Economic and Social Research and 
Training Centre for Islamic Countries Ankara  

Responded 

FOUNDATIONS 
83  Gates Foundation  
84 Hewlett Foundation  
 
 


