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Report of the 11™ Meeting of the
Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities

l. I ntroduction

1 The eleventh meeting of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities
(CCSA) was heldin New Y ork, at the United Nations, on 25 February 2008. The Director of the
United Nations Statistics Division and co-chair of the committee, Mr. Paul Cheung, welcomed
the participants. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Pieter Everaers, Director of Agriculture and
Environment Statistics and Statistical Cooperation of Eurostat and also co-chair of the
committee. The list of documents presented and the list of participants are attached as annex 11
and |11 respectively.

. Work of the CCSA Meeting
A. Adoption of the agenda and other issues
2. The Committee adopted the draft agenda (See Annex 1).

B. Quality assurance frameworks

3. The Committee took note of the oral report by UNSD, in which Mr. Cheung explained
that member states had expressed interest in the development of a coherent framework that
would combine both the national and the international perspective. Mr. Cheung further pointed
out that satisfying both countries’ needs and international requirements with the same framework
and guidelines seemed rather difficult and sought the advice and views of the Committee’s
members.

4, The Committee agreed that the quality guidelines approved by members would be
presented to the UN Statistical Commission for adoption In the meantime, a parallel process for
the development of a quality assurance framework for national statistical systems could take
place without distracting the international process.

5. The Committee was informed that, similarly to previous years, the CCSA Conference on
Quality for International Agencieswould be held right before (7-8 July) the European
Conference on Quality in Official Statistics, which will take place in Rome, from 9-11 July 2008.
It was agreed that the group of agencies that had offered to contribute to the preparation of the
TORs for the Conference--UNSD, FAO, ECE, ECB, Eurostat, ILO and OECD-- will jointly
prepare a draft.



C. Task Teams on coordination of statistical capacity building

6. At its 8" Session, in 2006, the Committee had agreed to form four Task Teams to review
issues of coordination and provide recommendations for further the work on the following:

Reporting mechanisms on statistical capacity building activities- Task Team 1, led
by Paris 21 (ECE, Eurostat, World Tourism Organization, World Bank, Paho)

Capacity building through regional training initiatives for national statisticians (and
regional training centers) - Task Team 2, led by UNSD (ILO, FAO, Paris21)

Review of modalities for coordination of technical cooperation programmes at the
sub-regional level - Task Team 3, led by the World Bank (UNSD, Eurostat, ESCWA,
African Development Bank, World Tourism Organization)

Assessment of the effectiveness of capacity building activitiesin Africa - Task Team
4, led by AfDB (WHO, Paris21, World Bank)

Task Team 1

7. The Committee took note of the paper prepared by Paris 21 * Coordination of capacity
building activities. Progress Report of Task Team 1: Partner Reporting on Support to Statistics
(PRESS)” (Document SA/2008/3), presenting areview of the activities carried out and the
outputs produced by the team to address the objectives as stated in the team’s TORs. The
Committee expressed great appreciation for the work done by the Team.

8. With regard to the classification of statistical areasin the domain of statistical capacity
building, the committee agreed that the current classification is appropriate to fulfill the specific
need of the team—which isto have a coherent framework to put together the information
provided by the agencies. However, members agreed that the issue of aclassification of
statistical areas might be revisited. The committee therefore agreed to include the issue of
classification of statistical areas among the agendaitems of the 12" session.

Task Team 2

9. The Committee took note of the report by UNSD on “ Coordination of capacity building
activities: Progress note by Task Team 2 on regional training centers” (Document SA/2008/4),
presenting alisting of regional and sub-regional training institutions and a proposal on the topics
to be considered in collecting information on the training i nstitutions. Members were asked to
provide assistance to identify national training centers that are open to international/regional
participation. It was agreed that the list would also include institutions that provide training on
specific statistical fidds, such as for instance on health statistics. Members were also asked to
provide comments on the proposed framework for the collection of information on the
institutions. The deadline for the submission of contributions would be 15 March, to allow
UNSD to circulate the questionnaire to the institutions and prepare a final report.

10.  The Committee agreed that this topic isimportant and deserves adequate attention by the
agencies. It was therefore decided that, at the next CCSA meeting, a specia half-day session
would be devoted to reviewing and discussing the findings and recommendations put forward by



the team. A group of agencies volunteered to prepare a programme for this special session,
including: UNSD, Eurostat, WHO, Paris21 and AfDB.

Task Team 3

11.  The Committee took note of an oral presentation by the World Bank on the status of the
work conducted by the team on the modalities for coordination of technical cooperation
programmes at the sub-regional level. The committee was informed that the team is currently
working on the development of some guidance and best practice material. It was stated that the
World Bank had been mainly collaborating with Eurostat, but would like to engage the regional
and sub-regional organizations. A more comprehensive report will be produced by the team for
the September session of the committee.

Task Team 4

12. The outcome of the work by Task Team 4 will be presented by members of the African
Statistical Co-ordination Committee to the Committee at the 12" session in September.

D. Revised terms of reference of CCSA

13.  The Committee discussed the draft of the revised terms of reference of CCSA prepared
by the two co-chairs and the secretariat. The discussion focused on the following: that the
coordination among agencies cannot cover all areas of work and should only cover acore set of
activities that members have in common; that there is a need for a conceptual framework and a
governance system agreeable by all members; and that there isan alternative to considering work
towards the development of aglobal statistical system in the form of a more limited concept of
work towards building an international statistical community.

14.  The Committee agreed that in order to address the fundamental issues raised by members,
the TORs would be redrafted and circulated again to the members for their written comments. A
discussion and formal endorsement of the new TORs would then take place at the September
session.

E. Updateon latest developmentsin theimplementation of SDM X

15.  The Committee took note of the paper jointly prepared by the BIS, ECB, Eurostat, IMF,
OECD, UNSD and the World Bank, “ Update on latest developments in the implementation of
SDMX" (Document SA/2008/7). Outreaching activities will be organized during next year.

F. Other businesses

16. ESCWA requested to be included in the Task Team on Population estimates, led by the
UN Population Division.

17.  TheIMF reported on the effect the current restructuring is having on its Statistics
Division, including a substantial reduction of human resources.



G. Dates, venues and agenda of September 2008 session

18.  The African Development Bank reconfirmed that they will host the 12" session of the
CCSA at their headquartersin Tunis, Tunisia, from 11-12 September 2008.

19.  The Committee also agreed on the following topics to be covered at the meeting:

> AfDB presentation of their work (information);

> Results of the work by the Task Team on Population Estimates (discussion);

» Reports by the task teams on coordination of statistical capacity building activities
(information, except Task Team 2 on training, which will be the subject of a half day
session);

» Modalities of data sharing, report by ECE (discussion);

» Classification of statistical activities (information);

» Fina consideration of the revised TORs of the CCSA (for agreement);

» Evauation of the Quality Conference (information).

20. In addition to the topics, proposed and agreed by the Committee, Eurostat proposed to
consider an additional item on the “ Inventory of groups, task teams and other coordination
mechanisms existing within the international statistical system”. The representative of Eurostat
explained that they have already done some work and that afull inventory could be posted and
maintained by UNSD on its website, with Eurostat assisting in the updating (information).

21. He further proposed to develop a directory containing a brief description of the main
characteristics of each organization within the CCSA (information).

22. During the course of the Statistical Commission, the following topics were proposed as
items that should be discussed by the CCSA:

Coordination to improve the quality and coherence of labour statistics at the national and
global levels(information);

Further involvement of national and international agenciesin the SDMX initiative
(discussion).

A proposal to set up an electronic market place of the supply of statistics training would be
included in the special half day session.



H. Actionsto be taken by the committee

Action Lead Participating Deadline Output
agency agencies

Task Team on Population | UN World Bank, UIS, 25 August Report by the Task Team

estimates to review Population | UNFPA, UNSD, 2008

issues and make Division | AfDB, ECE, ECA,

recommendations to the ECLAC, ESCAP,

Committee ESCWA and WHO

Organize the CCSA UNSD UNSD, FAO, ECE, TORsto be circulated

Conference on Quality ECB, Eurostat, ILO electronically to members

Assurance and OECD Conference to be held in
Romeon 7-8 July

Capacity building - Task | Paris 21 ECE, Eurostat, World | End of July | New report based on the

Team 1 on reporting Tourism 2008 TORs of the Task Team

mechanisms Organization, World

Bank, Paho

Capacity building - Task | UNSD ILO, FAO, Paris21 End of July | New report focusing on

Team 2 on regional 2008 recommendations to

training centers improve effectiveness of
training centers. Special
session at September
meeting
Includes comments on the
electronic market place on
the supply of training.

Capacity building - Task | World WHO, Paris21, End of July | Extensive report

Team 3 on coordination | Bank World Bank, African | 2008

at the sub-regional level Development Bank

Capacity building - Task | African WHO, Paris21, End of July | New report focusing on

Team 4 on effectiveness | Developm | World Bank, UNSD | 2008 guantitative indicators

of capacity building ent Bank

programmes and ECA

Redraft TORs of the Secretariat | Two co-chairs End of April | New draft of new TORsto

Committee 2008 be circulated to members
for written comments
Revised draft to be
endorsed at the September
session

Report on the modalities | ECE End of July

of data sharing 2008




Proposals for further SDMX End of July

involvement of national | sponsors 2008

and international

agenciesin the SDMX

initiative

Proposals for ILO End of July

implementing the 2008

recommendations of the

Statistical Commission

programme review of

employment statistics

Directory of Secretariat | Co-chairs End of July | Directory posted on the
organizations 2008 CCSA website

participating at the
CCSA




Annex |

Agenda

Adoption of the agenda (UNSD: Document SA/2008/1)
Terms of reference on Quality Assurance (UNSD: Document SA/2008/2)

Coordination of capacity building activities - Reports of Task Team 1 on
Reporting Mechanisms (Paris 21: Document SA/2008/3)

Coordination of capacity building activities - Reports of Task Team 2 on
Regional Training Centers (UNSD: Document SA/2008/4)

Coordination of capacity building activities - Reports of Task Team 3 on Co-
ordination at Sub-regional level (World Bank: Document SA/2008/5)

Revised Terms of Reference of the Committee for the Coordination of
Statistical Activities (CCSA Secretariat and Co-chairs: Document SA/2008/6)

Update on latest developments in the implementation of SDM X (BIS:
Document SA/2008/7)

Other business

Agenda, time and venue of September 2008 session



List of Documents

SA/2008/1
SA/2008/2

SA/2008/3

SA/2008/4

SA/2008/5

SA/2008/6
SA/2008/7

Annex ||

Provisional agenda

Terms of Reference on Quality Assurance (document was not issued
and was replaced by an oral report)

Coordination of capacity building activities- Progress Report of Task
Team 1. Partner Reporting on Support to Statistics (PRESS)

Coordination of capacity building activities: Report of Task Team 2 on
Regional Training Centres

Coordination of capacity building activities. Report of Task Team 3 on
Co-ordination at Sub-regional Level (document was not issued and
was replaced by an oral report)

Revised Terms of Reference of the CCSA
Update on the latest developments in the implementation of SDM X



Annex |11

List of participants

United Nations entities, programmes and funds

Department of Economic and Social
Affairs

United Nations Statistics Division | Paul Cheung paul.cheung@un.org
Stefan Schweinfest schweinfest@un.org
Francesca Perucci perucci @un.org
(Secretary)
United Nations Population
Division
Economic Commission for Africa Ben Kiregyera bkiregyera@uneca.org
Economic and Social Commission for Pietro Gennari gennari@un.org

Asia and the Pacific

Economic Commission for Europe

Heinrich Briingger
Lidia Bratanova

heinrich.bruengger @unece.org
lidia.bratanova@unece.org

Economic Commission for Latin America
and the Caribbean

Luis Beccaria
Dirk Jaspers Faijer

luis.beccaria@cepal .org
dirk.jaspers@cepal .org

Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia

Giovanni Savio

savio@un.org

United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development

Henri Laurencin

henri.laurencin@unctad.org

United Nations Development Programme | Alison Kennedy Alison.kennedy@undp.org
Nuzhat Ahmad Nuzhat.ahmad@undp.org
United Nations Environment Programme | Ashbindu Singh as@rona.unep.org

United Nations Population Fund

Jose Miguel Guzman

joguzman@unfpa.org

United Nations Children’s Fund

AtillaHancioglu
Tessa Wardlaw

ahancioglu@unicef.org
twardlaw@unicef.org

Specialized agencies and related or ganizations

International Labour Organization

Sylvester Y oung

young@ilo.org




David Hunter

hunter@ilo.org

Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations

David Marshall

david.marshall @fao.org

United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization

Hendrik van der Pol

h.van-der-pol @uis.unesco.org

United Nations Industrial Development
Organization

Shyam Upadhyaya

s.upadhyaya@unido.org

World Health Organization

Carla Abou Zahr

abouzahrc@who.int

World Health Organization/PAHO Algjandro Giusti giustia@ch.ops-oms.org
John Silvi silvijhn@paho.org

World Bank Shaida Badiee SBadiee@worldbank.org
Misha Belkindas MBelkindas@worldbank.org

International Monetary Fund Raob Edwards redwards@imf.org

World Tourism Organization

Antonio Massieu

amassi eu@unwto.org

World Trade Organization

Hubert Escaith

hubert.escaith@wto.org

International Atomic Energy Agency

Andrii Gritsevskyi

a.gritsevskyi @iaea.org

Universal Postal Union (UPU)

Katja Weigl

Katja.Weigl @upu.int

Other international and non-gover nmental or ganizations

Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development

Enrico Giovannini

enrico.giovannini @oecd.org

Statistical Office of the European
Communities

Pedro Diaz
Pieter Everaers
James Whitworth

Pedro.Diaz@ec.europa.eu
pieter.everaers@ec.europa.eu
james.whitworth@ec.europa.eu

Interstate Statistical Committee of the
Commonwealth of Independent States

Mikhail Korolev

korolev @cisstat.org
cisstat@online.ru

African Development Bank

Charles Lufumpa

Michel Mouyelo-Katoula

c.lufumpa@afdb.org
m.mouyel o-katoula@afdb.org

European Central Bank

Werner Bier

werner.bier@ech.int

PARIS 21 Antoine Simonpietri antoine.simonpietri @oecd.org
Christophe Duhamel christophe.duhamel @oecd.org
Eric Bensel eric.bensel @oecd.org
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Adriana De Leva

adeleva@worldbank.org

Bank for International Settlements

Stuart Feder

stuart.feder@bis.org

CARICOM

Philomen Harrison

harrison@caricom.org

ECOWAS

Akou Adjogou

aadjogou@ecowas.int
gaspar _adjogou@yahoo.fr

Arab Institute for Training and Research Hilal Al-Bayyati dr-bayyati @aitrs.org
in Statistics Khalid Khawajah diwan@aitrs.org

Ibtisam |. Khalil i btisam1952@yahoo.com
Statistical, Economic and Social Research | Savas Alpay sal pay @sesrtcic.org

and Training Centre for Islamic Countries
(SESRIC)
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