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l. I ntroduction

1 The ninth meeting of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA)
was held in New Y ork, on 26 February 2007. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Sylvester Y oung,
Director of the Bureau of Statistics, International Labour Organization. The agenda, documents
presented and list of participants are attached as annex 1, 2 and 3 respectively.

. Work of the CCSA Mesting
A. Adoption of the agenda and other issues

2. The Committee adopted the draft agenda. The chair also reviewed issues that were
pending since the previous meeting in Montreal, September 2006. In particular, he urged UNSD
to circulate to members arevised version of the preamble to the “Principles governing
International Statistical Activities” and asked Eurostat to provide an update on the status of their
guestionnaire on the self-assessment by agencies and timing for its circulation. The chair also
mentioned that the Committee had agreed to review CCSA functions and that this would be an
item for extensive discussion at the next meeting in September 2007.

B. Update by thetask team on SDM X

3. The Committee took note of the “Report on Common Open Standards for the Exchange
and Sharing of Socio-economic Data and Metadata: the SDMX initiative (Document
SA/2007/2), presented by OECD, on behalf of the SDMX sponsoring institutions. The presenter
also updated the Committee on initiatives and events that occurred after the report was prepared,
including: the SDM X conference in Washington in January 2007, attended by over two-hundred
participants; the work initiated by UNESCO, Eurostat and OECD to establish a hub on education
statistics, using SDMX; and other initiatives by agencies on SDMX, such as the Eurostat
“SDMX Open Data Interchange” (SODI). He further informed the committee that the sponsors
have formalized their co-operation on SDMX in a Memorandum of Understanding.

4, The Committee adopted SDM X as standard for data and metadata exchange and
requested the sponsors to further examine the implications in terms of resources needed as well
as benefits for countries and international agencies that decide to implement it. The sponsors will
conduct a cost-benefit assessment based on countries’ and agencies experience, and present the
results to the Committee at its next session in September 2007.



5. The Committee also discussed the timing and modalities to present a proposal on the
endorsement and implementation of SDMX to the 39™ Session of the Statistical Commissionin
2008. A decision in this respect will be made after the Committee will have reviewed the
assessment of the countries' and agencies’ costs and benefits to be presented at the next CCSA
session.

C. Update on thework of the lAEG on the implementation of the ECOSOC Resolution

6. The Committee took note of the paper prepared by UNSD on “Note on progress in the
implementation of the recommendations by the Friends of the Chair on MDG Indicators and the
ECOSOC resolution on Satistical Capacity Building” (Document SA/2007/3), presenting a brief
review of the work done to improve the compilation of the indicators and countries’ reporting,
and to strengthen the coordination of capacity building activities to assist countriesin the
production of the necessary data. The Committee commended the work of the Inter-agency and
Expert Group on MDG Indicators (IAEG) and expressed appreciation for the initiati ve of
including alarge number of countriesin the process.

7. The Committee urged al CCSA agencies members of IAEG, within the context of their
mandates and resource availability, to comply with the recommendations made by the Friends of
the Chair in their report and those contained in the ECOSOC resolution. The Committee also
urged its members to comply with the “ Principles governing International Statistical Activities’.
The representative of ECE also offered to prepare a paper on statistical imputations, as afollow-
up to the 2003 report by Tim Holt on “Aggregation of National Data to Regional and Global
Estimates’, to be discussed at the CCSA meeting in September 2007.

D. Report of thetask team on quality assurance

8. The Committee took note of document SA/2007/4, “Note on the project on the use and
convergence of international quality assurance frameworks” , prepared by Eurostat and
providing a summary of recent developmentsin the project. In particular, the committee was
informed that the questionnaire/checklist for quality assurance was revised based on comments
by the members of the task team and that the revised version would be circulated shortly. The
committee was aso informed that the guidelines for quality assurance frameworks will be
circulated in April. The Committee was asked to comment on different options for the sharing of
information on peer reviews. It was agreed that UNSD would host the webpage for the
exchanging of information on peer reviews, providing links to the various sites. Each
international agency would be responsible for its review and for the maintenance of its own site
that would be linked to the main webpage.

E. Report of the task team ontraining for staff of international agencies

9. The Committee took note of document SA/2007/5, “Note on progress with the proposed
action plan on training in statistics for staff of the international agencies’, presented by the IMF.
The Committee was informed of the CCSA Training Website and the ongoing work to make an
inventory of the existing e-learning initiatives. The representative of the World Bank also
updated the committee on their ongoing work for the development of their e-learning course,



including 12 modules. Members were encouraged to provide their comments on the two modules
being developed by external consultants, whichwill be circulated in about two months.

F. Update of thework by the Task Teams on Coordination of Statistical Capacity
Building

10.  The Committee took note of document SA/2007/6 “Reporting System on Partner Support
to Satistical Development” prepared by Paris21, which presents the work done by Task Team 1
on “Reporting Mechanisms’ and a plan for the design and development of the reporting system.
The committee also was informed that the World Bank had initiated some consultations with
team members on Task Team 3, “Modalities for Coordination of Technical Cooperation
Programmes at the Sub-regional Level” and UNSD has initiated consultations with members of
Task Team 4, “ Assessment of the Effectiveness of Capacity Building Activitiesin Africa’. The
terms of reference for Task Team 2, under the coordination of UNSD have not been circulated
yet,

11.  The Committee urged UNSD to expedite work on Task Team 2 and expressed concern
that the work on the two Task Teams under its responsibility should be accelerated otherwise the
final reports would not be ready for the substantive discussion in Madrid, in September 2007.

12.  The Committee agreed that all reports should be ready by the end of May to allow timeto
review them and structure the agenda and framework for discussion for the special session on
“ Statistical Capacity Building”.

13.  The Committee also discussed the need to revise the classification of statistical activities.
It was agreed that UNSD, assisted by the regional commissions and OECD, will propose a
revised classification, based on the old classification adopted by the UN Statistical Commission
and taking into account the new one prepared by ECE, and trying, to the extent possible, to
reconcile the two.

G. Agenda for the tenth session of the Committee

14.  The Committee discussed plans for the September 2007 to be held in Madrid, from 10-12
September and agreed on the following items and related preparations:

i) Review of CCSA functions. CCSA secretariat, UNSD and chairman, ILO, will
prepare a background paper on CCSA functions and proposal for modalities of
operation.

i) Specia Session on Coordination of capacity building activities: UNSD, Eurostat,
Paris21 and the World Bank, will work together to structure the discussion, based on
the content and findings presented in the reports of the Task Teams.

iii) Imputations by international agencies. ECE will prepare a background paper.
iv) SDMX and cost and benefits of its adoption by countries and international agencies.
V) Special Session on Implementation of quality assurance frameworks.



Annex 1

Provisional agenda

Monday 26 February 2007
Morning session, 10:00 am — 12:00 pm.

Adoption of the agenda (UNSD; Document SA/2007/1)
Note on update by the task team on SDMX (OECD; Document SA/2007/2)

Note on progress in the implementation of the recommendations by the Friends of
the Chair on MDG Indicators and the ECOSOC resolution on Statistical Capacity
Building (UNSD; Document SA/2007/3)

Note on update by the task team on quality assurance (Eurostat; Document
SA/2007/4)

Note on update by the task team on training (IMF; Document SA/2007/5)

Note on update of the work by the Task Teams on Coordination of Statistical
Capacity Building (UNSD, World Bank and Paris 21; Document SA/2007/6)

Agenda for the tenth session of the Committee in September 2007
Other business



Annex 2

List of documents
Document SA/2007/1, Provisional agenda

Document SA/2007/2, Report on Common Open Standards for the Exchange and Sharing of Socio-
economic Data and Metadata: the SDMX initiative

Document SA/2007/3, Note on progress in the implementation of the recommendations by the Friends
of the Chair on MDG Indicators and the ECOSOC resolution on Statistical Capacity Building

Document SA/2007/4, Note on the project on the use and convergence of international quality
assurance frameworks

Document SA/2007/5, Note on progress with the proposed action plan on training in statistics for staff
of the international agencies

Document SA/2007/6, Reporting System on Partner Support to Statistical Development
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List of participants

United Nations entities programmes and funds

Department of Economic and Social Affairs

United Nations Statistics Division

Francesca Perucci (Secretary)

perucci @un.org

Vladimir Markonko Markonko@un.org
Jeremiah Banda banda@un.org
United Nations Population Division José Antonio Ortega Ortega@un.org
Economic Commission for Africa Dimitri Sanga sanga@un.org
dsanga@uneca.org

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and
the Pacific

Pietro Gennari

gennari@un.org

Economic Commission for Europe

Heinrich Bringger

heinrich.bruengger@unece.org

Economic Commission for Latin America and
the Caribbean

Economic and Social Commission for Western Giovanni Savio savio@un.org
Asia
United Nations Children’s Fund Nicolas Pron npron@unicef.org

United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development

Henri Laurencin

henri.laurencin@unctad.org

United Nations Development Programme/HDR | Alison Kennedy Alison.kennedy @undp.org
United Nations Environment Programme Ashbindu Singh ashbindu.singh@rona.unep.org
United Nations Population Fund Kourtoum Nacro nacro@unfpa.org

Specialized agencies and related or ganizations

International Labour Organization

Sylvester Y oung

young@ilo.org

Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations

Haluk Kasnakoglu

haluk.kasnakoglu@fao.org




United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization

Hendrik van der Pol

h.vab-der-pol @uis.unesco.org

World Health Organization

Carla AbouZahr

abouzahrc@who.int

PAHO/World Health Organization John Silvi silvijhn@paho.org
Algjandro Giusti giustia@chi.ops-oms.org

World Bank Shaida Badiee sbadiee@worldbank.org
Misha Belkindas mbelkindas@worldbank.org

International Monetary Fund Rob Edwards redwards@imf.org

United Nations Industrial Development Tetsuo Yamada t.yamada@unido.org

Organization

World Trade Organization

Hubert Escaith

hubert.escaith@wto.org

Other international and non-governmental org

anizations

Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development

Enrico Giovannini

enrico.giovannini @oecd.org

Statistical Office of the European Communities | Hervé Carré Herve.carre@ced.eu.int
Pieter Everaers pieter.everaers@cec.eu.int
James Whitworth james.whitworth@cec.eu.int

Interstate Statistical Committee of the Mikhail Korolev korolev @cisstat.org

Commonwealth of Independent States

cisstat@online.ru

African Development Bank

Michel Mouyelo-Katoula

m.mouyel o-kautola@afdb.org

Asian Development Bank

Bishnu Pant

bpant@adb.org

European Central Bank

Werner Bier

werner.bier@ech.int

PARIS 21

Antoine Simonpietri

antoine.simonpietri @oecd.org

ECOWAS

Akou Adjogou

gaspard adjogou@yahoo.fr

Arab Institute for Training and Research in
Statistics

Khalid Khawaja

kzk @aitrs.org

CARICOM

Philomen Harrison

harrison@caricom.org

Statistical, Economic and Social Research and

Sidika Basci

Training Centre for Islamic Countries

shasci @sesrtcic.org




