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Proposed agenda for the fourth meeting of the Committee for the Coordination of 
Statistical Activities, New York, 1-3 September 2004 

 __________________________________________________________ 
 
Wednesday, 1 September 2004 
Morning session 10 am – 1 pm 
 
 1. Adoption of the report of the third session and the agenda of the fourth 
 session (UNSD; Documents SA/2004/3 and SA/2004/4) (15 minutes) 
 
 2.  Draft declaration of principles for statistical activities in international
 organizations (UNSD, Document SA/2004/5) (120 minutes) 

 
The CCSA meeting of September 2003 recognized the existence of an 
‘International Statistical System’ and agreed that such a system would need a 
set of principles similar to the Principles of Official Statistics. A drafting 
committee was appointed and exchanged views and comments until a final 
draft of a (declaration of) Principles of Official Statistics was agreed on, for 
approval by the CCSA. 

 
3.  Follow up to the Q2004 satellite conference on data quality (UNSD/OECD; 
Document SA/2004/6) (45 minutes) 
 

The Committee will have before it the report on the Q2004 Satellite 
Conference on Data quality in International Organizations, which was held in 
Mainz/Germany on 27/28 May 2004. The report contains a short description 
of the event, the main topics discussed as well as some conclusions and 
recommendations for future activities. The Committee is invited to discuss 
and decide upon possible next steps. 

 __________________________________________________________ 
 
Wednesday, 1 September 2004 
Afternoon session 2:30 pm – 5:30 pm 
 
 4.  Strategic issues related to Millennium Development Goal indicators  
 (UNSD; Document SA/2004/7) (45 minutes) 

 
At its second session the Committee decided that further work was needed to 
endorse a set of specific recommendations on issues related to MDG 
indicators, including such strategic issues as the frequency of producing data, 
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the corresponding development of data sources, and resource allocation 
between national and international reporting. Taking into account discussions 
at the Interagency Technical and Expert Group Meeting on MDG Indicators 
as well as other recent developments related to MDGs, UNSD will present a 
report addressing these issues. The objective is to facilitate CCSA’s critical 
assessment on how to improve the work of the international organizations in 
supporting countries to produce data needed for the MDG indicators.  

 
5.  Statistics at the subnational level (UN-Habitat,  Document SA/2004/8) (30 
minutes) 

 
One third of the world’s urban population live in slums.  By 2015, 60 out of 
every 100 people will inhabit in cities. UN-Habitat wants to see recognition 
that expanded urban coverage is needed in national sample designs to avoid 
masking urban differentials. The most urgent need for better data is at the sub-
national level, i.e., data for each household in each urban area, and for districts 
and municipalities within urban areas, fundamental to inform local policy 
development. (For information and comments). 

 
 6.  ICT indicators (UNCTAD; Document SA/2004/9) (30 minutes) 
  

This document will present the coordination mechanism put in place by 
agencies in the area of ICT measurement, the first outcomes achieved, the 
lessons learnt, and the major activities anticipated by the end of the year. On 
this basis, the Committee may express its views on the plan put in place. 

 
 7.  Tourism statistics (UNSD; Document SA/2004/10) (30 minutes) 
 

Following the discussion of this topic at the Statistical Commission UNSD 
had informal consultations with the main stakeholders involved, in an attempt 
to "facilitate finding an appropriate forum of coordination". UNSD is 
proposing to create under the umbrella of CCSA a special working group on 
tourism statistics, which would be open to all CCSA members, who are 
involved and interested in the issue. 

 
8.  Presentation of data and metadata (OECD; Document SA/2004/11) (45 
minutes) 
 

A proposal for the preparation of a Manual outlining recommendations and 
best practice for the reporting of data and metadata was discussed and 
endorsed by the CCSA in 2003. A draft of this Manual is now presented for 
comment with regard to existing content and specific suggestions for 
additional input. Detailed comments have already been provided by a number 
of OECD Member country statistical agencies. 
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The Manual presents data and metadata reporting and presentation 
recommendations in the context of a framework outlining the different forms 
and types of data and best reporting practice on key issues such as revision, 
series breaks, sample and non-sample errors, citation, for use by both 
international organisations and national agencies in their various forms of 
disseminated output. Following receipt of comments and suggestion by CCSA 
further input will be sought from national agencies before submission to the 
UNSC in March 2005. 

___________________________________________________________ 
 
Thursday, 2 September 2004 
Morning session 10 am – 1 pm 
 
 9.  Information items: 
 

(a) Harmonization of the base year for index numbers (UNCTAD; Document 
SA/2004/12) (20 minutes) 
 
The purpose of this presentation is to inform Committee members on the 
status of the rebasement by international organizations of index numbers using 
2000 as base year, following the CCSA recommendation that the process be 
completed by end 2005.  The document is prepared on the basis of a 
questionnaire sent out by UNCTAD in June 2004 to agencies in order to 
update the results of the survey carried out in 2003. 

 
 (b) Health Statistics (WHO; Document SA/2004/13) (20 minutes) 
 

The WHO will brief the committee on follow-up actions taken in response to 
the 2004 Statistical Commission report of the Friends of the Chair. In 
particular the committee will be informed on how the recommendations have 
been implemented in relation to coordination of international programmes on 
the production of health statistics; harmonization of definitions, classifications 
and methodologies; collaboration at the regional level between WHO and 
other agencies involved in health statistics; and support to building capacity at 
country level. 

 
 (c)  Revision policies (IMF; Oral report) (20 minutes) 

 
The IMF will present an oral update on its work on revision policies since this 
item was last discussed at the September 2003 committee meeting. This work 
culminated in the publication of an IMF Working Paper titled "Revisions 
Policy for Official Statistics: A Matter of Governance". This document will be 
made available to committee members for information. 

 
(d) Household survey network (UNICEF, WHO, World Bank; Document 
SA/2004/14) (20 minutes) 
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The Committee will be briefed on the creation of an International Household 
Survey Network, whose aim will be to facilitate further coordination among 
international agencies involved in conducting household surveys. 

 
(e) Standards on data and metadata exchange (OECD; oral report) (20 
minutes) 
 
OECD as the Chair of the SDMX initiative (IMF, UNSD, BIS, OECD, 
Eurostat, ECB and World Bank) will present a brief report on activities related 
to common open standards for the exchange and sharing of data and metadata. 

 
(f)  Issues related to the work of the task forces and inter-secretariat working 
groups (Conveners of task forces; oral reports) (60 minutes) 

 _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Thursday, 2 September 2004 
Afternoon session 
 
 No plenary session, afternoon available for bi- lateral discussions 
 _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Friday, 3 September 2004 
Morning session 10 am – 1 pm 
 

(g) Major new initiatives planned by organizations (ALL; oral reports) (80 
minutes) 

 
(h) Other matters relating to the Statistical Commission (UNSD; oral report) 
(10 minutes) 

 
10. Other business (15 minutes) 

 
11. Report of the Meeting (UNSD; Document SA/2004/15) (75 minutes) 

 


