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TOURISM STATISTICS 
 

Note by UNSD 
 
 

I. Background 
 

The United Nations Statistical Commission, at its 35th session held on 2-5 March 
2004, “stressed the need for stronger coordination in the field of tourism statistics and in 
the periodical revision of international recommendations”1 and “requested the United 
Nations Statistics Division to facilitate finding an appropriate forum of coordination, to 
be decided on in the next meeting of CCSA”2 

  
Coordination of activities relevant to tourism statistics was discussed at the third 

meeting of CCSA and different views were expressed by the Committee members. The 
Chair invited the OECD and WTO/OMT to present a joint note on the issue for 
consideration at the next meeting of the Committee. The note was to “identify the issues 
of concern and contain proposals for an effective cooperation and division of labour 
among the organizations involved”3.  

 
In preparation of the note both organizations consulted with UNSD and agreed 

that in lieu of the joint note, UNSD will make its own proposal to CCSA based on a 
tentative agreement reached during the informal consultations. 
 
 
II. UNSD Proposal 
 
 UNSD proposes the following: 
 

1. An inter-agency coordination group on tourism statistics is to be created; 
UNSD will host and chair the first meeting; WTO, due to its designated role 
in the UN system4, will be the convener of subsequent meetings of the 
coordination group. 

                                                 
1 E/2004/24 Statistical Commission report, Chap. III, para 6(e). 
2 E/2004/24 Statistical Commission report, Chap. III, para 6(f). 
3 SA/2004/3 CCSA report, para. 9.  
4 Article 13 of the agreement between the United Nations and the World Tourism Organization recognizes 
WTO “as the appropriate organization to collect, to analyze, to publish, to standardize and to improve the 
statistics of tourism, and to promote the integration of these statistics within the sphere of the United 
Nations system”. 



  
2. The group would be open to all interested international agencies. Because of 

the cross-cutting nature of tourism, broad participation in this group is 
encouraged of all those organizations who have responsibility for global or 
regional tourism-related statistics as well as those organisations who have 
institutional responsibilities relating to service industry statistics as well as 
macroeconomic frameworks (such as SNA93 and BPM5) to which the 
Tourism Satellite Account is related; 

 
3. The group would address coordination issues such as harmonization of 

conceptual frameworks and schedules for their revisions, cooperation in data 
compilation, and division of labour in other activities related to tourism 
statistics; 

 
4. The first meeting of the group will be held on 3 September 2004, following 

immediately the fourth session of the CCSA; the meeting will determine the 
scope and the working mechanisms of the group; 

 
5. It is suggested that advantage should be taken of the semi-annual CCSA 

plenary meetings to organize meetings of the coordination group to facilitate 
attendance; the coordination group will decide whether further meetings at 
the working level will be needed. 

 
6. The group will present its progress report to the 37th session of the Statistical 

Commission (March 2006 [according to multiyear programme, tourism 
statistics is included in the 2006 SC agenda]). 

 

                                                                                                                                                 
 
 


