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Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities       SA/2003/7 
Second Session               10 August 2003 
Geneva, 8-10 September 2003 
Item 2 of the provisional agenda 
============================================================== 
 
 
 

Proposed Agenda for the second meeting of the Committee for the 
Coordination of Statistical Activities, Geneva, 8-10 Sept. 2003 

 
 
 
 
 

Monday 8 September  
Morning session 10 –13 h 
 

1. Opening of the Meeting 
 

2. Adoption of the agenda (UNSD; Document SA/2003/7)    
 

3. Special half-day technical seminar: Aggregation of national data to 
regional and global estimates (ILO; Document SA/2003/8 ). 

 
The proposal is to have a technical seminar on methodologies for regional 
and global estimations of MDG indicators. A report will be presented to 
the Committee with recommendations on the relative merits of the 
different approaches. The intention is that, based on this report, CCSA will 
be able to agree on guidelines for appropriate methods to use in making 
these estimations. Prior to the Meeting, a draft of the report will be 
circulated for comments. (for decision). 
 
 

 

Monday 8 September  
Afternoon session 14.30 –17.30 h 
 

4. Towards a Statistical System (ECE, Document SA/2003/9) 
 

The paper makes an attempt to identify what elements should be present in 
order to raise the present forms of co-operation between UN organizations 
in statistics to the level of an integrated system of official statistics at the 
UN level. A quick assessment shows which of these elements are fully or 
partially absent in the present way of functioning and what might be 
possible intermediate steps in addressing these elements in the future work 
of CCSA if the CCSA decides to take them up. The elements listed will 
include the items mentioned under part D of the paper distributed for 
information at the first session of the CCSA entitled “Analysis of outputs 
for 2004-2005” (SA/2003/4). (for decision). 
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5. Harmonization of base years for index numbers (UNCTAD; Document 
SA/2003/10) 

 
UNSD suggested in September 2002 that a contribution be prepared by 
UNCTAD on the harmonization of base years for index numbers. We 
started to review the index numbers published by international 
organizations and it is obvious that their number is quite significant. 
Our view is that this study should concentrate on index numbers 
calculated by international organizations only and only those index 
numbers that need the implementation of a Laspeyres, Paasche... 
methodology. It is suggested that International organizations list the index 
numbers they are in charge of, mentioning the base year for each and 
expected rebasement if any. UNCTAD will prepare a frame for this 
purpose and will consolidate all the information received from these 
organizations. This information will be presented accordingly the 
classification of statistics and statistical activities adopted by the former 
ACC Subcommittee on Statistical Activities in September 2001. (for 
information or decision, depending of the findings). 

 
 

 

Tuesday 9 September  
Morning session 10 –13 h 
 

6. Proposal for the development of international guidelines for the 
presentation of statistical data and metadata (OECD; Document 
SA/2003/11) 

 
Users are often confronted by three broad problems when comparing 
statistics compiled by agencies in different countries and by different 
international organisations: 

• conceptual differences arising out of the use of different 
variable definitions, concepts, classifications and units; 

• differences caused by variation in methods of collection 
and processing; and 

• different practices in the presentation of data. Such 
differences include: the type of presentation (absolute 
figures, indices, growth rates), form of the data (raw, 
seasonally adjusted, trend); revision practices; presentation 
of sampling errors; base year; methodological transparency 
afforded through ready access to appropriate statistical 
metadata. 

This paper focuses on the third issue and is an initial attempt to present the 
main presentation practices in the context of a framework, together with 
draft recommendations, guidelines and best practice for use by both 
international organisations and national agencies in their various forms of 
disseminated output. Following receipt of comments and suggestion by 
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CCSA members such a document could be submitted to the UNSC for 
further input and endorsement (for discussion) 

 
 7. Good practices in citation in the outputs of international statistical offices 

(UNESCO; Document SA/2003/12) 
 

8.   Strengthening governance of statistical systems (IMF; Document 
SA/2003/13) 

 
The paper would take up one element of governance of statistical systems: 
revision practices and policies. Building on a paper for the Berlin ISI, we 
will try to distill a set of "good practices." 
Our ISI paper will focus on macroeconomic statistics, and we will hope to 
gain additional insights applicable to other datasets. (for information and 
comment) 

 
 9. Statistics at the subnational level (HABITAT; Document SA/2003/14) 
 

Rapid urbanization is projected in the World Urbanization Prospects 
reports (rev 2001).  Urban population will overtake the rural population by 
about 2007.  Up to 2030, 95% of projected population growth will be in 
the urban areas of developing countries.  These are the regions where the 
slums are concentrated.  We want to see recognition that expanded urban 
coverage is needed in national sample designs to avoid masking urban 
differentials. (for information and comment) 
 

 
 

Tuesday 9 September  
Afternoon session 
 
 No plenary session, afternoon available for bi-lateral discussions. 
 
 

 

Wednesday 10 September  
Morning session 10 –13 h 
 

10. Information items: 
 
 (a) Major new initiatives planned by organizations (ALL; oral reports) 

 
(b) Issues related to the work of the task forces and inter-secretariat working 

groups (CONVENERS; oral reports) 
 

(c)  Statistical Data and Metadata Exchange (SDMX) Initiative (IMF; 
Document SA/2003/15) 
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The SDMX sponsors (IMF, UNSD, BIS, OECD, Eurostat, and ECB)could 
present a brief report on activities related to common open standards for 
the exchange and sharing of data and metadata. It would be an update to 
the room (background) document available at the 34th Statistical 
Commission 

 
(d) Development of tourism statistics (WTO/OMT; Document SA/2003/16) 
 

The paper focuses on the role of the World Tourism Organization in the 
field of tourism statistics which includes three major areas: the setting of 
standards, the promotion of the implementation of such standards, and the 
dissemination of tourism statistics collected through WTO/OMT. (A final 
version of the paper will be presented to the UN Statistical Commission 
Session in 2004.) 
 
It provides a description of the content of the two international standards 
on tourism statistics approved by the UNSC (in 1993, with the 
development of a set of basic elements of a System of Tourism Statistics 
and in 2000, with the integration of tourism into the mainstream of 
economic measurement and analysis by means of the TSA), identifies 
some initiatives at the international level in order to promote their 
implementation, and evaluates the progress made in the international 
comparability of these statistics. It also presents WTO/OMT work 
programme for the period 2004/2006 intended to present some initiatives 
related to these three areas (for information and comments). 

 
(e)  Improving the quality of data used for indicators for the Millennium 

Development Goals and Targets (UNSD; Document SA/2003/17) 
 

Provision of an update on the process of producing the second global 
report on MDGs. Identification of main problem areas and some proposals 
on how to address them 

 
(f)  Coordination of data sets disseminated by different organizations covering 

the same subject matter (UNSD; Document SA/2003/18) 
 

Presentation of selected recent examples where agencies have made 
arrangements to avoid discrepancies in data dissemination in the areas of 
trade and energy statistics 

 
 (g) Other matters relating to the Statistical Commission (UNSD; oral report) 
 

11. Other business. 
 
  12. Report of the Meeting (UNSD; Draft report Document SA/2003/19) 


