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1. In 1994 the United Nations Statistical Commission (UNSC) instigated the formation of the

Interagency Task Force on Statistics of International Trade in Services (until 1997 known as

the Task Force on Services Statistics).  Its purpose was to strengthen cooperation between

international organisations in the area of trade in services statistics and to promote the

development of concepts and definitions and classifications.

2. The Task Force comprises the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the United Nations

Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the United Nations Statistics Division

(UNSD), the World Trade Organization (WTO), the European Commission, and the

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), which convenes it.

3. The Task Force has now completed the initial version of the Manual and has submitted this

draft see(PROV/ST/ESA/STAT/SER.M86) - to the UNSC for review and approval as an

international manual.

4. The preparation of this draft Manual began in 1996.  The Task Force has benefited from an

extensive consultation and review process with national statistics agencies, specialist

consultants, expert groups and seminars.  A chronology of this process is attached at Annex 2

of document (E/CN.3/2001/10).  A draft of the Manual was circulated in November 1999 by

the UNSD to national and international statistical agencies and by the IMF to its national

balance of payments correspondents in all their member countries for a worldwide review.

Responses were received from about 70 countries and agencies and were in the majority very

supportive, although some respondents warned that some of the data breakdowns suggested

would be difficult to collect.  To balance this, a few comments favoured a more ambitious

approach.



5. In July 2000 the United Nations convened an Expert Group to review a revised draft of the

Manual and to recommend to the Statistical Commission the next steps to be taken.  The

Experts represented both users and producers of statistics, including national statistical offices,

balance of payments and other data compilers, users from business organisations and trade

negotiators.  They noted the importance of the Manual for the work on statistics of international

trade in services and commended the Task Force for its work in preparing the draft Manual.

6. The Experts recommended that the Task Force make a number of changes to improve the

presentation of the Manual, including a final editing, before its submission to the UNSC in

2001.  These recommendations have been addressed by the Task Force and as far as possible

changes have been accommodated in the draft, which is before the Commission.

7. The draft Manual:

• addresses a broad spectrum of statistical needs, with special emphasis on those of

international trade agreements (e.g. GATS);

• seeks to build on rather than modify existing international standards for compilation, (i.e. the

fifth edition of the IMF’s Balance of Payments Manual (BPM5) and the 1993 SNA);

• takes a broader view of international trade in services than the conventional balance of

payments perspective set out in the BPM5.

8. To be more specific the Manual :

• provides a more detailed balance of payments classification of services than that

recommended in BPM 5;

• includes a treatment of local delivery of services through a foreign commercial presence;

• takes a first step toward linking these two systems;

• discusses various “modes of supply”, through which services can be delivered, and

recommends a simplified statistical treatment of these modes as a first approximation;



• describes links to existing statistical frameworks and provides correspondences from the

classifications used in the Manual to CPC, ISIC and the GATS services negotiating list;

•  recognises and identifies the need for further development work after publication.

(A more complete summary of the Manual is provided at Annex 1 of document (E/CN.3/2001/10).

9. The Manual proposes a phased approach to implementation so that all countries can gradually

begin to structure available information in line with this new international standard framework.

The sequence of recommended elements takes into account the expected ease of

implementation and certain core elements are explicitly identified.  However, the order is

flexible so that countries can meet the priority needs of their own institutions.

10. Full implementation - to be seen as a long-term goal - would represent a considerable increase

in the level of detail of information available on trade in services, but should be viewed as a

compromise between the very detailed needs of users and the difficulties of data collection on

trade in services experienced by compilers.

11. The UN Expert Group asked that the UNSC consider future actions, post-publication, including

a decision on which agency or agencies will be the international collector(s) of data on trade in

services and ways to further the implementation of the Manual.

12. The Experts also recommended in summary (see (E/CN.3/2001/10) para 11):

a. the development of a compilers guide;

b. a mechanism for monitoring implementation and sharing methodological information;

c. future development work on certain priority service sectors and movement of natural

persons;

d. the UNSC to encourage national statistical offices and central banks to allocate adequate

resources for the successful implementation of the Manual’s recommendations.

13. At its meeting on 13 December 2000, in the light of the Expert Group’s recommendations, the

Task Force provisionally agreed to:



• prepare a joint publication of the Manual, with a foreword, executive summary and

replacement annex 4 with a correspondence between EBOPS and CPC v1.0 and

GNS/W/120;

• set up a website  to share methodological information and country experiences;

• develop a set of procedures for providing and disseminating clarifications and interpretation

of the Manual;

• develop compilation guidance as a priority in the medium term, recognising that this is a

major task but the Task Force needs to gain more experience of country practices first;

• further work on measurement of trade in internet related services, telecommunications,

financial and environmental services and the movement of natural persons.

14. The Task Force also considered the question of coordinating data collection and, subject to the

Manual being approved and the UNSC’s decisions, the agencies expressed their views on

cooperation in data collection as follows:

i. IMF would collect balance of payments in services data (no breakdown by partner country,

no modes of supply) according to the Extended Classification (EBOPS) data.  N.B. The IMF

would not require countries to compile data at a level of detail beyond that recommended in

BPM5;

ii. The UN could collect balance of payments trade in services data by partner country, similar

to the existing merchandise trade collection, taking what the EU and OECD would collect

and completing the data collection for other countries;

iii. UNCTAD would collect FDI/FATS data in conjunction with OECD and Eurostat;

iv. OECD and Eurostat would cooperate in collection of data for their own members;

v. Wherever possible Agencies would cooperate in using common reporting systems for data

collection.



15. To conclude the UNSC is invited to:

• review and consider approving the draft Manual as an international Manual

• comment on the Task Force’s provisional proposals for responsibility for data collection

by the Agencies

• comment on the plans for the future work of the Task Force

• comment on other recommendations of the UN Expert Group


