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Task Force on International Trade Statistics: Progress Report

Report by World Trade Organization

1. The Task Force's objectives are to improve international cooperation in the collection,
processing and dissemination of international merchandise trade statistics with a view to
reducing the response burden on national statistical offices on the one hand and, on the other,
improving data quality, timeliness, coverage and consistency amongst various international
data providers.

2. Since the last ACC Sub-Committee meeting on Statistical Activities in September 2000,
the Task Force has met once. The meeting took place in Beirut, Lebanon from 27 to 29
March 2001. Two significant  cooperation efforts are highlighted below.

3. To reduce the response burden on national authorities, the Task Force's cooperation efforts
have resulted in a comprehensive approach for  data sharing between international
organizations, for example, the OECD and UN and the UN and IMF. EUROSTAT has
recently joined these efforts in providing harmonised EU15 trade aggregates to international
organizations.

4. To improve data quality, coverage and consistency amongst international data providers
for individual country data, the Task Force engaged at the last meeting in a process aiming at
reducing discrepancies between their respective trade time-series. The IMF, WTO, UNSD
and FAO agreed to collaborate more closely on their estimation methodologies and
adjustments of national data to international standards, firstly at aggregate level only.  It is
hoped that this initiative, together with the increased data sharing, will result in setting up a
commonly agreed data set on aggregate trade statistics that will be beneficial to all users,
especially trade analysts. Tools to disseminate this data set will be developed alongside.

5. The Task Force also hopes that a unique data set could help to reduce the duplication of
efforts of various organizations in compiling these aggregate trade data and thus help employ
resources more effectively. It would also enhance the credibility of producers of international
statistics.

6. There are no coordination issues to be raised.
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