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MAJOR NEW INITIATIVES PLANNED BY ORGANIZATIONS

Establishment of a Joint UNDP-ESCAP Poverty Monitoring Project

Prepared by ESCAP Statistics Division

The United Nations Millennium Summit of 2000 declared poverty in all forms as the
greatest challenge for the international community.  At the Summit, leaders from over 180
countries pledged their commitment to halving extreme poverty by the year 2015.

The poverty challenge is especially daunting in the Asia-Pacific region.  Just how
daunting remains to be ascertained, since data are weak.  But an oft-repeated number is of 800
million people in the region existing on less than $ 1 per day. 1  The ESCAP region would
account for about 2/3 of the world’s poor population, thus defined.  Against that background,
ESCAP is refocusing much of its work on poverty reduction, and monitoring the progress of the
region in meeting the poverty-related and other targets set by the Summit is to be a vital part of
that effort.

ESCAP and UNDP have agreed to collaborate on a poverty monitoring and analysis
project entitled “Supporting the Achievement of the Millennium Development Goals in Asia and
the Pacific”.  Discussions between the two organizations are going on in order to determine the
details of the project, but a separate unit is likely to be set up in the Office of the Executive
Secretary.

One of the components of this programme is to produce a biennial publication describing
the state of progress towards achievement of the Millennium Goals.  The project is expected to
get off the ground by the end of 2001.  The responsibility of the ESCAP Statistics Division
would be to provide a firmer set of poverty data for the region based on UNDP country reports,
against which the poverty reduction targets can be monitored.  In view of the serious quality and
comparability issues with much of the country data on (income or consumption) poverty, it is
envisaged that substantial capacity building will be required in the medium term.

                                                
1 According to World Bank figures.


