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MAJOR NEW INITIATIVES PLANNED BY ORGANIZATIONS

A Technical Report on Surveys in Developing and Transition Countries

Prepared by UNSD

The UN Statistics Division is coordinating a project on the analysis of operating
characteristics of surveys in developing and transition countries, focusing on: Design
Effects, Survey Costs, and Non-sampling Error.  General principles of survey design,
implementation, and analysis will also be covered in order to provide a contextual
framework.

The objectives of this project are to examine more detailed components of each of
the above characteristics; and to investigate the transportability of the characteristics and
their components (i) across sub-populations or sub-domains within a country, defined by
cross-classifications of factors such as urban status (urban/rural), region, age, and sex;
(ii) across time, for the same survey; (iii) across different surveys; and (iv) across
different countries.  The project also aims to present practical methods of analysis of data
from complex sample surveys.

The output of this project will be a technical report, representing the “state of the
art” on these topics.  The report will include technical material developed by staff of
UNSD and by internationally recognized experts on the subject from around the world,
including Graham Kalton (Senior Vice President and Senior Statistician at Westat, Inc.),
Vijay Verma (Senior Research Scientist at ORC), Hans Petersson (Statistician with
Statistics Sweden’s International Consulting Office), Pedro Silva (National Statistics
Office, Brazil), Martin Vaessen (Director of ORC-Macro), Paul Glewwe (economist and
survey specialist at the World Bank), and many other experts from survey research
agencies, development agencies, and academia. To the extent possible, all contributions
will include extensive analyses of data from various programs of household surveys
conducted in developing and transition countries, including the World Bank’s Living
Standards Measurements Study (LSMS) surveys and USAID/ORC-Macro’s
Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS).

The report is expected to be a rich source of data and reference material for all
those involved in the design, implementation, and analysis of household sample surveys
in developing and transition countries, including staff members of national statistical
offices, international consultants providing technical assistance to countries, and
researchers engaged in the analysis of household survey data to support decision or
policy makers.  More specifically, the report will provide empirical data that can be used
to (i) improve the efficiency of the survey design for a given country, (ii) devise efficient
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data analysis procedures, and (iii) make decisions about the transportability of the
operating characteristics of a survey in one country to the design of a similar survey in a
new country.

All participants are expected to submit first drafts of their contributions by
January 2002.  After an initial review, the UNSD will convene an expert group meeting
in New York in the Spring of 2002, in order to further review and finalize the document.
The final draft of the report will then be submitted for translation and publication.

For more information, contact the project coordinator, Mr. Ibrahim Yansaneh, at
telephone number (212) 963-2054 or fax: (212) 963-9851 or email: Yansaneh@un.org.


