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COORDINATION OF DEVELOPMENT INDICATORS IN THE CONTEXT OF
FOLLOW-UP TO MAJOR UN CONFERENCES AND SUMMITS

Note by UNSD

At its substantive session of 2000, in July, the Economic and Social Council reiterated its
interest in the topic of statistical indicators and adopted the resolution 2000/27 on “Basic
indicators for the integrated and coordinated implementation of follow-up to major
United Nations conferences and summits at all levels”. This resolution reaffirms the
recommendations contained in an earlier resolution on indicators (Council resolution
1999/55 of 30 July 1999, sect II) , in particular the importance of national statistical
capacity building and sufficient international support. The Council expressed also
concerns about three elements: i) an integrated and coordinated follow-up to all
conferences; ii) a balanced approach to monitoring conference commitments; and iii) a
need for full participation and ownership of Member States.

The ECOSOC resolution made explicit reference to this subcommittee in two instances:
i) “reiterates its invitation to the Statistical Commission, with the assistance of the
Statistics Division and in close cooperation with other relevant bodies of the United
Nations system, including the Administrative Committee on Coordination, and as
appropriate, other relevant international organizations, (…) and, in that process, to
identify a limited number of common indicators from among those currently accepted
and widely used by the States Member of the United Nations (…).” (Council resolution
1999/55 of 30 July 1999, sect II , para 9); ii) “urges the Secretariat, in particular UNSD,
to accelerate with the support of the Administrative Committee on Coordination
Subcommittee on Statistical Activities the promotion of networking among national and
international institutions agreed to in the relevant intergovernmental bodies (…), as well
as to facilitate the exchange of relevant information and metadata between the United
Nations system and member states” (Council resolution 1999/55 of 30 July 1999, sect II ,
para 11).

The ACC Subcommittee on Statistical Activities at its thirty-four session in September
2000 “took note of the work being undertaken on the development indicators web page”
(ACC/2000/ para 15) and “ recognized the importance of user/producer dialogues,
particularly in the context of increasing demands for statistics and the limited capacity of
countries and agencies to meet these demands”  (ACC/2000/ para 16). The Subcommittee
also “requested organizations, in particular IMF and Eurostat, to share their experiences
in this area, with a view to promoting a better understanding of how to successfully
organize a dialogue” (ACC/2000/ para 16 (a)).



The Statistical Commission, at its thirty second session in March 2001 “accepted the
invitation by the Economic and Social Council to serve as the intergovernmental focal
point for the review of conference indicators, and considered this work as a welcome
opportunity to contribute its technical expertise to the ongoing debate on indicators”
(E/CN.3/2001/25 para 45 (a)). In particular, the Commission, approved the formation of
the ‘Friends of the Chair’ expert group headed by Mr. Tim Holt from the United
Kingdom. This group was appointed “to technically validate conference indicators and
elaborate recommendations for a limited list of indicators and to make proposals for a
mechanism of statistical review of future indicators” (E/CN.3/2001/25 para 45 (b)).

In connection with the work of the Friends of the Chair expert group, the United Nations
Statistics Division (UNSD) has compiled a list of all the indicators developed for the
follow-up of conferences (about 275 indicators) and has developed an evaluation matrix
for each of these indicators to facilitate their technical evaluation. Detailed information
on this work process and the technical evaluation of each indicator has been posted in the
UNSD webpage http://esa.un.org/unsd/indicatorfoc/default.asp. This site
includes password protected metadata designed to facilitate an electronic discussion
among the members of the Friends of the Chairs group, experts from international
organizations and other external experts. International organizations were informed about
the content of this web-page and where given instructions on how the password can be
obtained.

In relation to the recent adoption of the Millennium Declaration, the Department of
Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) has been tasked with putting together the global
statistical data base for the annual General Assembly report by the Secretary General.
UNSD is planning to work closely with the custodians of the various development data
sets to both facilitate the resolution of potential outstanding conceptual or methodological
problems and to pull together the best possible information base for the Secretary
General’s first report in September 2002 (SA/2001/14).


