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COORDINATION OF DEVELOPMENT INDICATORS IN THE CONTEXT OF THE
FOLLOW-UP TO MAJOR UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCES AND SUMMITS

Report by the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD)

1. The ACC Subcommittee on Statistical Activities at its thirty-third session in
September 1999 “took note of Economic and Social Council resolution 1999/55
regarding basic indicators as well as of the activities undertaken by UNSD in close
cooperation with other UN organizations in this field; welcomed the proposed UNSD
workprogramme of activities to follow up on the above-mentioned Council resolution,
emphasizing the importance of statistical capacity building and the involvement of users
and agreed to participate in the completion of the development indicators web page
project with the understanding that the indicators included in the web page would be
limited to those directly related to the follow-up of global conferences and summits”
(ACC/1999/16 para 2(c)).

2. Following the ECOSOC resolution 1999/55 and the mandate given therein to
UNSD to promote networking in the area of statistics and indicators, the Director of
UNSD reported to the thirty-first (2000) session of the Statistical Commission
(E/CN.3/2000/15) on a shift in the priorities of the divisional work programme which was
reflected in the creation within the Office of the Director of the Statistical Development
and Analysis Section, whose primary function is to follow up on the Council’s mandate
and in particular: (a) to work with other international organizations in the harmonization
of common indicators, (b) to undertake a comprehensive analysis of the statistical
requirements created by the monitoring needs of the recent international conferences and
summits and (c) to support statistical capacity building in order to assist countries in
routinely producing the relevant data. The Statistical Commission agreed with the
proposed programme of activities for the newly created section.

3. In compliance with the ECOSOC request, UNSD prepared a “progress report on
basic indicators …” (E/2000/60) for the substantive session of the Council in July 2000.
In a cooperative spirit many UN departments, funds, programmes and specialized
agencies as well as other international organizations and some member states assisted
UNSD in the preparation of this report by providing inputs or comments on early drafts.
Following the structure and content of ECOSOC resolution 1999/55 the report addressed
the following five themes: (i) networking and exchange of relevant information and
metadata, (ii) further development of indicators for means of implementation, (iii)



harmonization and rationalization of conference indicators, (iv) identification of a limited
number of common indicators, (v) mobilization of resources to support national statistical
capacity-building in developing countries and coordinate statistical capacity building
programmes. A copy of this report is made available to the subcommittee as background
document.

4. At its substantive session in July 2000 ECOSOC discussed the topic of basic
indicators at length. The Council acknowledged progress but voiced dissatisfaction as to
the speed of progress, which was expressed in a comprehensive and partially strong-
worded resolution on “Basic indicators for the integrated and coordinated implementation
of and follow-up to the major United Nations conferences and summits at all levels”
(E/2000/L.30, see annex 1). This resolution reaffirms the elements contained in the
1999/55 resolution, in particular the importance of national statistical capacity building
and sufficient international support therefore. It also calls upon “United Nations funds
and programmes, functional and regional commissions and specialized agencies to keep
under review the full range of indicators used in their reports and information networks
with full participation and ownership of member states, with a view to avoiding
duplication, as well as ensuring transparency, consistency and reliability of these
indicators”. In particular the Council requests an urgent review by the Executive Boards
of the funds and programmes of the Common Country Assessment (CCA) indicator
framework. The Statistical Commission is invited to play an active role in these review
processes as the appropriate intergovernmental technical advisory body to ECOSOC.

5. The ECOSOC resolution makes explicit reference to this subcommittee in two
instances: (i) in operative paragraph 9 the Council “reiterates its invitation to the
Statistical Commission, with the assistance of the Statistics Division and in close
cooperation with other relevant bodies of the United Nations system, including the
Administrative Committee on Coordination, and, as appropriate, other relevant
international organisations, to review (…) the work undertaken in harmonising and
rationalising basic indicators in the context of follow-up to United Nations conferences
and summits, (…) and, in that process, to identify a limited number of common indicators
from among those currently accepted and widely used by the States Members of the
United Nations (…).” (ii) in operative paragraph 11 the Council “urges the Secretariat, in
particular UNSD, to accelerate with the support of the Administrative Committee on
Coordination Subcommittee on Statistical Activities the promotion of networking among
national and international institutions in the area of statistics and in the development and
application of indicators agreed to in the relevant intergovernmental bodies (…), as well
as to facilitate the exchange of relevant information and metadata between the United
Nations system and member states.”

6. With regard to further harmonization and rationalization of indicators UNSD is
planning to intensify its outreach to partners inside the UN system. Concrete challenges
are the elimination of (i) duplicated data collection exercises and (ii) dissemination of
conflicting data. In this context the indicator webpage is considered to be a useful tool.
The Sub-committee considered the result of the pilot study for the web page conducted in
cooperation with FAO, ILO and UNESCO at its thirty-third meeting (SA/1999/9 Add.1).



As UNSD has not received any further comments on the proposed format of the web
page, UNSD simplified it based on the discussion at the thirty-third (1999) meeting of the
subcommittee. In order to make the provision of meta data easier for the participating
organizations UNSD revised the so called ‘codebook’ leaving 20 information items per
indicator. This revised codebook and example files in MS Access and MS Excel were
sent to 23 organizations by e-mail in July 2000. So far, eight organizations have
nominated a technical expert as a focal point for this project and work was taken up with
these organizations to transmit the necessary information. Furthermore, UNSD has
converted the indicator information which was collected from the three organizations
participating in the pilot phase (FAO, ILO and UNESCO) to the new format and has been
transmitted to these partners for validation. At present UNSD is adapting its own
metadata information on indicators to the new format. Until the completion of this
process and the validation of the FAO, ILO and UNESCO indicator information the
webpage is accessible only on the UNSD intranet. Thereafter it is planned to make the
information publicly available and to gradually expand the web page as partner
organizations provide UNSD with relevant information. A presentation of the webpage at
the 2001 session of the Statistical Commission will provide a welcome opportunity to
solicit feedback from member states.

7. Concerning the identification of a limited number of core indicators, UNSD
intends to work closely with the member-organizations of the United Nations
Development Group to conduct their mandated review of the existing Common Country
Assessment indicator framework. In addition UNSD plans on building upon the CCA
framework to identify a “limited number of core indicators” to be presented to the
Statistical Commission for validation in 2002. In this process UNSD will need the
support and the technical expertise of its partner organizations.

8. The Sub-committee is invited to make proposals what further cooperative efforts
may be undertaken in support of the ECOSOC resolution. In particular the Sub-
committee is asked to reaffirm its commitment to the completion of the indicator
webpage.


