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GLOBAL INTEGRATED PRESENTATION OF THE WORK PLANS OF THE
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN STATISTICAL METHODOLOGY

Note by the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD)

1. At its thirty-third session the Subcommittee took note of the work of UNSD in the
development of the web site for the global integrated presentation of the work of the
international organizations in statistical methodology, and recognized that some questions
were unique to individual organizations and that the definition of what should be
included would be refined in the light of experience. It was agreed that the Division
would send a request to organizations specifying the information required to complete the
database and that organizations would as far as possible  provide the information within
60 days. It was also agreed that the database would be updated on an annual basis. The
Subcommittee recommended that the Division approach the Bureau of the Conference of
European Statisticians (CES) with a view to rationalizing the information requirements
on current methodological work between the integrated presentation of the CES and the
Commission.

2. Following consultations with the UNSD the Bureau of the CES agreed in its
meeting in November 1999 to slightly adapt its format of presentation in order to
harmonize it with the template of the Division’s database and, thus, facilitate the
extraction of relevant information. Furthermore, CES at its June 2000 meeting agreed that
the new format for the Integrated Presentation that was used on an experimental basis for
social statistics only, was acceptable and would be used for all programme activities
starting 2001.

3. Pending CES decision on the format of the integrated presentation, UNSD work
on the webpage focussed on the improvement of the webpage design and on the segment
“completed work” of the database.1 For instance, after consultation with Eurostat a
hyperlink to the publication page of the Eurostat web page has been created, allowing the
user to access additional information on a specific item of ‘completed work’ and possibly
even download it when it is free. Furthermore, a procedure to check and delete duplicate
entries has been implemented. 136 items of completed works have been added to the
database, mainly based on a listing provided by Eurostat. Other organizations are
encouraged to provide similar listings of completed works including references to
relevant publication web sites, in order to finalize the work on the ‘completed works’

                                                       
1 The database underlying the web site on methodological work consists of two elements: “Completed
work” and “Work in progress”.



segment of the data base. The designation of  a liaison person with UNSD would be
helpful in case of specific follow-up questions.

4. The update of the ’work in progress’ segment of the database is still pending.
UNSD will extract to the extent possible the information contained in the CES document.
It is hoped that the new more structured format of the CES programme document will
facilitate this task. However, additional information may be required and it is therefore
suggested that UNSD send the templates for each item of ‘work in progress’ to the
responsible organization for them to make corrections and/or additions as necessary.

5. A mechanism also needs to be established to keep the information in the webpage
up-to-date, in particular to move an item from ‘work in progress’ to ‘work completed’
when this is appropriate. For that purpose a direct contact (liaison) person in each
organization would be helpful, who would receive periodic (e.g. twice a year) status
reports on the relevant webpage contents and who could correct and update them as
needed.

6. Moreover, UNSD will explore other relevant information sources, such as e.g.
Regional Commission web sites and city group web sites in order to add information on
methodological work, which is ongoing outside the European region and which may not
necessarily be covered by the CES integrated presentation.

7. The Subcommittee may wish to discuss the following points:
a. Does the subcommittee agree with the UNSD link to other publication

websites for the ‘completed work’ segment of the database?
b. Is the regular mechanism to ensure that the webpage is up-to-date with

respect to ‘completed work’ proposed in the text acceptable?
c. How can methodological ‘work in progress’ not covered by the CES

document best be captured?


