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POLICY ON DISSEMINATION OF STATISTICS IN ELECTRONIC FORM

Note by ESCAP Statistics Division

1. What databases do you make available to the public in electronic form?   Please list and

indicate the dissemination medium or media in each case (Internet, CD-ROM, tapes, disks on

demand, dial-up:

Three databases:  1)  Statistical Yearbook for Asia and the Pacific, 2) Statistical

Indicators for Asia and the Pacific, and 3) Asia-Pacific in Figures- made available to

the  public on diskettes.

2. For Internet products, do you include facility for selection/extraction of data from

databases at users’ choice?

A large subset of Asia-Pacific in Figures is also made available on the Internet as

static pages.  Users can choose to download the required data in html or Excel format.

3. Please indicate the price in each case or if free:

They are provided free.
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4. What materials are distributed free and to whom?

Among others, depository libraries, members/associate members of ESCAP, and

international agencies receive hardcopy statistical publications on a complimentary

basis.

5. Are pricing and free distribution determined by your office, by another office in your

organization or by several offices?

Free distribution is determined by the Statistics Division.  Price determination of

publications and other aspects of sales practice lie with the United Nations publications

sales section, a situation which has drawn criticism from the ESCAP Committee on

Statistics.

6. Is there a written policy on pricing and free distribution?  Please summarize it as

concerns your electronic data products:

There is no written policy.

7. Is there a written policy concerning the use of Internet to distribute data?  Please indicate

its salient points as concerns dissemination of your statistics on Internet:

There is no policy as yet.

8. Does your office receive any revenue from sales in electronic formats?  Is this revenue an

important component of your budget?  Is the amount of revenue growing?

Not at the moment.
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9. Do your electronic databases for the public have print counterparts?  Do you expect the

electronic versions to replace these in whole or in part over the next five years?

The electronic databases have print counterparts.  We do not expect the electronic

versions to replace the print counterpart any time soon.  However, one publication

currently available only in hard copy - Foreign Trade Statistics for Asia and the Pacific

– may move to an electronic format shortly.

10. Do you compile statistics on the distribution of electronic products, or on Internet

accesses?

Yes, the number of page hits is compiled automatically on a monthly basis.

11. Do you accept and answer inquiries on statistics from the public via e-mail/  What is the

volume?

Yes.  Not substantial, and mostly on statistical information rather than the data

themselves.  Nevertheless, the inquiries do represent a non-trivial demand on staff

time.

12. Do you have a licensing policy for electronic redissemination of your data?

No, not yet.


