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POLICY ON DISSEMINATION OF STATISTICS IN ELECTRONIC FORM

Note by World Trade Organization (WTO)

1. What databases do you make available to the public in

electronic form?  Please list and indicate the dissemination

medium or media in each case (Internet, CD-ROM, tapes, disks on

demand, dial-up:

Our flagship publication, the Annual Report on International

Trade Statistics, is made available through CD-ROM to the public

at large. The complete report is also provided to our Member

countries on their specifically designed Members web-site

(password protected).

Parts of the Annual Report (some overview tables) are provided

on WTO's web-site.

In addition, comprehensive data sets on total merchandise trade

and commercial services trade by country and region are

available on WTO's web-site for download.



Information on imports and tariffs at tariff line level is

collected by WTO for negotiation purposes only and is therefore

not disseminated to the public.

2. For Internet products, do you include facility for

selection/extraction of data from databases at users’ choice?

No. Only pre-defined data sets are provided in spreadsheet

format.

3. Please indicate the price in each case or if free:

Data on Internet are provided on a free-of-charge basis. The CD-

ROM of the Annual Report on International Trade Statistics is

distributed by Bernan Associates and no free copy is given away.

4. What materials are distributed free and to whom?

All statistics on the Internet are distributed free. However,

WTO has a public web-site and a members-restricted web-site and

the statistics offered vary. The Members web-site includes the

full Annual Report on International Trade Statistics, whereas

the public web-site offers only a few selected tables.



5. Are pricing and free distribution determined by your

office, by another office in your organization or by several

offices?

These policies are determined by the WTO Publication Committee

in which the Director of the Statistics Division can

participate.

6. Is there a written policy on pricing and free distribution?

Please summarize it as concerns your electronic data products:

Yes. The main feature is that regular sales publication such as

our Annual Report on International Trade Statistics are not

given away free on the Internet. Therefore, only selected tables

can be offered on our web-site.

Special studies prepared by WTO, although sold as a printed

publication, are however downloadable from the web-site at no

charges to the users.

Also, statistics prepared by our Division and published in

official, non-restricted WTO working documents, for example, on

agriculture or services, are available from WTO's documents

database on Internet free-of-charge.



7. Is there a written policy concerning the use of Internet to

distribute data?  Please indicate its salient points as concerns

dissemination of your statistics on Internet:

Yes. As mentioned already in question 6, non-restricted working

documents of WTO are made available on Internet the same day as

they become available in printed form (in all official

languages). Also, special studies of the Secretariat are widely

distributed on Internet. Regular sales publication, however, are

not fully available on Internet. Only selected parts of it can

be published on the world-wide web.

8. Does your office receive any revenue from sales in

electronic formats?  Is this revenue an important component of

your budget?  Is the amount of revenue growing?

No.

9. Do your electronic databases for the public have print

counterparts?  Do you expect the electronic versions to replace

these in whole or in part over the next five years?



The data provided on Internet, apart from the selected tables of

the Annual Report on International Trade Statistics, do not have

printed counterparts.

10. Do you compile statistics on the distribution of electronic

products, or on Internet accesses?

Yes, and the monthly results are available on our Intranet.

11. Do you accept and answer inquiries on statistics from the

public via e-mail? What is the volume?

Yes. We do provide special feedback buttons on our electronic

media in order to receive the user's comments and questions on

our data. Since the beginning of the year, we have replied to

some 200 enquiries through e-mails.

12. Do you have a licensing policy for electronic

redissemination of your data?

Yes. Currently, the Annual Report's CD-ROM is produced by a

private publishing company (Bernan Associates).


