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POLICY ON DISSEMINATION OF STATISTICS IN ELECTRONIC FORM

Note by the United Nations Statistics Division

I. Dissemination methods

The Statistics Division currently uses a variety of electronic formats and methods
to disseminate statistics to the public. All of the sold outputs are listed at the Division's
Internet site under electronic products, with prices, terms and information for ordering.

1. Ad hoc special orders for statistics

COMTRADE statistics are available only by special order, with the price set
according to the number of data elements. These orders are fulfilled on diskettes, CD-
ROM or magnetic tape and can only be submitted to the trade section.

Excerpts fromt he National Accounts Database(data from national
questionnaires), Industrial Commodities Production Database and Energy Statistics
Database are also available on special order, with excerpts priced by quantity of data.
These orders must be placed directly with the Statistics Division and are fulfilled on
diskettes, CD-ROM or magnetic tape by the relevant statistics section.

2. Diskette databases

The following complete databases are available through the Statistics Division:
energy statistics; industrial commodities production; index numbers of industrial
production; national accounts aggregates in US$. Orders are taken and filled by the
substantive unit.

3. CD-ROMs

Several CD-ROM series are produced by the Statistics Division in collaboration
with the UN publication sales section. These include the Statistical Yearbook CD-ROM,
the Women's Indicators and Statistics Database (Wistat) on CD-ROM and the
Demographic Yearbook Historical Supplement. These are partially financed by the sales
section and sold only through UN Publications.

A COMTRADE CD-ROM has also been produced jointly with the International
Trade Centre, with joint funding. It is sold only by ITC and the Statistics Division.



4. Dial-up network

Access to COMTRADE is available for non-commercial users on a dial-up basis
through the International Computing Centre in Geneva, with charges based on usage.

5. Internet

The Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, the Population and Vital Statistics Report and
the Social Indicators Database are currently available on Internet at the Statistics
Division's Internet site. Subscription access is sold exclusively by the UN publications
sales section for MBS and PVS. There is no limitation on access to the Social Indicators
Database.

II. Copyright and pricing

Current United Nations policy calls for United Nations copyright of all United
Nations material made available to the public, including statistics and statistical
databases. Notice of copyright is carried in all UN publications, on all home pages on the
division's Internet site, and on diskettes and CD-ROMs.

Permissions to reproduce United Nations materials provided through the UN
publications sales section must be made in writing to the United Nations Publications
Board. In general, where extensive statistics are involved, such as one or several tables
from one of the yearbooks, a royalty is sought for reproduction in print products.

In the case of ad hoc distribution by the Statistics Division, e.g. COMTRADE and
the National Accounts Statistics Database, the royalty fee is generally set at five times the
purchase price for user's own use. Some exceptions have been negotiated under special
conditions, such as limited product range or limited markets.

In general, the United Nations does not give permission in the case of materials to
be distributed on Internet in order to protect its commercial interest in revenue-generating
databases.

United Nations policy also calls for full cost-recovery in the provision of services
such as publications to the public. (The excess of revenue over costs is credited to the UN
general budget and applied against member dues obligations.) Accordingly, the Monthly
Bulletin of Statistics On-line and Population and Vital Statistics Report are sold as
subscription packages with the print products. Purchasers are given a password or IP
address access; additional passwords to the same organization are charged at a low
marginal rate. Sales publications are usually priced at the low end of market rates.

CD-ROM publications are sold as a package with the related print product or can
be bought separately. They may be used on the purchasing institution's LAN with no
additional charge.



Generally, sales products are available at 40 per cent discount to academic
institutions and in developing regions and 20 per cent discount to non-governmental
organizations recognized by the United Nations.

III. Free distribution

All Statistics Division electronic products and services which are sold are
available to national and international statistical services, national government missions
to the United Nations and United Nations offices at no charge, except the COMTRADE
CD-ROM, which is made available at cost.

IV. UNESIS Common Database

The UNESIS Common Database went "on line" on the UN Headquarters intranet
in May 2000. In August full access was also provided to UN offices at Geneva, Bangkok,
Santiago and Beirut using the UN Secretariat's intranet communications facilities.

UNESIS comprises at present a comprehensive selection of over 300 statistical
series containing more than eight million data items and corresponding in-depth metadata
from over thirty international data sources. Interactive access and data retrieval are
provided through a standard browser program such as Internet Explorer or Netscape.

UNESIS is not at present available on the UN's public Internet

V. Dissemination with other organizations

UN publications policy does not in general permit joint production (including
Internet dissemination) with non-UN organizations, either commercial or non-profit, and
only in special cases with governments.


