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1. What databases do you make available to the public in electronic form? Please list and indicate
the dissemination medium or media in each case (Internet, CD-ROM, tapes, disks on demand, dial-
up:

The OECD publishes a very wide range of electronic products. These are produced by most of the author
Directorates and Departments in the Organisation including the Statistics Directorate. At present, data and
methodological information are disseminated via CD-ROM and electronic mail. Diskettes are currently
being phased out. The OECD makes available all its data files through a file server on OLISnet to all
Member country government agencies and other international organisations. A limited number products
(e.g. the Main Economic Indicators weekly HOT publication) are also disseminated on-line to the general
public via the Internet as pdf files. On-line Internet dissemination will expand over the next year when the
OECD introduces its new web data server (WDS) facility over the next six months (see (2) below).

A complete listing of current OECD electronic products is provided on the OECD On line Bookshop at
http://web.oecd.org. This site also contains both subscription and non-subscription price information for
individual products.

2. For Internet products, do you include facility for selection/extraction from database at users’
choice?

The OECD is currently developing a facility to disseminate data using a web database technology. It will
use the Ivation web data server (WDS) software platform and is expected to be available to external users
at the beginning of 2001. The facility will be prototype tested by internal OECD users over the next few
weeks and made available to OLISnet (see (4) below) users in October this year. Initially, only key OECD
databases will be made available on this medium which will gradually be expanded to include other
databases. This facility will only be available to external non-OLISnet users on a payment basis. OECD
Member country government agencies and other international organisations already have access to
published OECD databases via the OLISnet system.

Work has been undertaken by various database author Directorates within the OECD to standardise
presentation, format, etc.

The Organisation is currently developing a pricing and access policy for this new facility.

3. Please indicate the price in each case or if free:

Refer to the OECD On line Bookshop at http://web.oecd.org. This site also contains both subscription and
non-subscription price information for individual products.

4. What materials are distributed free and to whom?



The OECD provides free electronic distribution of all published databases, publications, documents and
reports on the OLISnet facility. This facility is available free of charge to all Member country government
agencies and other international organisations.

The OECD also disseminates summary statistics in the form of key statistics at broad aggregate level on its
website. There is also a view within the organisation that statistical methodological information (metadata)
has a very high public good component and as such should be readily (and freely) available to users via the
Internet. In line with this all Statistics Directorate metadata publications are located on the OECD website.

5. Are pricing and free distribution determined by your office, by another office in your organisation
or by several offices?

The Public Affairs and Communications Directorate (PAC) has primary responsibility for the formulation
and promulgation of pricing and distribution policy within the OECD.

6. Is there a written policy on pricing and free distribution? Please summarise it as it concerns your
electronic data products:

There is no formal written policy on pricing and free distribution. The only documents in this area are in
the form of internal memoranda, working papers, internal e-mails, etc.

7. Is there a written policy concerning the use of  Internet to distribute data? Please indicate its
salient points as concerns dissemination of your statistics on Internet:

Refer (2) above.

8. Does your office receive any revenue from sales in electronic formats? Is this revenue an
important component of your budget? Is the amount of revenue growing?

Revenue from sales in electronic formats does not go back to the author areas.

9. Do your electronic databases for the public have print counterparts? Do you expect the electronic
versions to replace these in whole or in part over the next five years?

Do date many of the electronic products are electronic images of our print publications with regards to
content. The main difference is that electronic publications contain longer time series and greater data
disaggregation. Internal discussion is taking place within the Organisation to reduce the size of our printed
publications, restrict these to key/core series and to focus on electronic products for the dissemination of
the bulk of the statistics. However, at the moment paper products continue to constitute the bulk of OECD
sales revenue and dissemination.

10. Do you compile statistics on the distribution of electronic products, or on Internet accesses?

Very detailed information on internet access of databases are readily available internally to OECD staff.
OECD PAC also compile regular, though less detailed, reports on sales of various OECD electronic
products.

11. Do you accept and answer inquiries on statistics from the public via e-mail? What is the volume?

The OECD, in particular the Statistics Directorate, does not have the resource capacity to provide a tailored
data extraction service to external clients. It is the policy of the Directorate to refer all external user



requests for data to standard OECD paper and electronic products. As mentioned above, these are available
free of charge to government agencies/international agencies via OLISnet. Non-OLISnet users receive
standard products on a fee basis. The Statistics Directorate receives around 1 500 requests per year. Other
OECD Directorates also receive and handle data enquiries.

12. Do you have a licensing policy for electronic redistribution of your data?

The OECD does have redistribution arrangements with a small number of organisations on-selling our
data. These are subject to individual contractual arrangements.


