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Report of The  Inter-agency Task Force on Statistics of International
Trade in Services to the ACC Subcommittee on Statistical Activities

 Introduction

1. The   Inter-agency Task Force (the Task Force)  met at the United Nations in New York from
10-13 July to present the draft Manual on Statistics of International Trade in Services to a United
Nations Expert Group, to consider this Group’s comments and recommendations concerning the
Manual and to make plans for the finalisation of the draft Manual and its submission to the 2001
UN Statistical Commission for review and approval.

2. The Expert Group noted the importance of the Manual for the work on statistics of
international trade in services and supported both the recommendations of the Manual and the
proposed timetable for finalisation, subject to a number of reservations. These reservations
highlighted the need for presentational improvements to the Manual, including a “vision
statement” of future directions, which would acknowledge both the need for further development
work post-publication and for further guidance on compilation.

 Recommendations of the Expert Group:

3. The Experts recommended that the Manual be amended as proposed and then be submitted to
the United Nations Statistical Commission for review and approval in 2001.  The Experts asked
that the Statistical Commission consider future actions, including a decision on which agency or
agencies will be the international collector of data on Trade in Services and ways to further the
implementation of the Manual as proposed below:

4. The Experts commended the work carried out by the Task Force in drafting the Manual and
recommended that the Task Force continue its work for the successful implementation of the
Manual.

5. The Experts recommended that a user’s manual on data collection for International Trade in
Services be prepared, supplementing existing international compilation guidelines such as the
fifth edition of the Balance of Payments Manual (BPM5), the Central Product Classification
(CPC) Version 1.0, the International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC) Rev.3 and the 1993
System of National Accounts (SNA), recognising the necessity to be consistent with the findings
of the OECD Globalisation Group (Working Party Number 9).  Such a user’s guide, specifically
addressing issues of international trade in services,  would be an important tool and should have a
priority in the medium term plan for implementation of the Manual.

6. The Experts recommended that a procedure be put in place to assess the different phases of
countries’ implementation of the manual and record existing pilot projects for data collection. The
information on methodological approaches and experiences should be accessible to all interested
parties. This can be done in the form of working papers, hotlines or discussion forums via a
central website and other technical advisory services.



7. The Experts recommended that future work on Trade in Services Statistics engage both
producers and users of statistics, including trade negotiators, business users and statistical
compilers.

8. The Expert Group recommends that the Statistical Commission encourage National Statistical
Offices and Central Banks to allocate adequate resources for the successful implementation and
further development of international trade in services statistics as proposed in the Manual.

9. There was recognised a need to work further towards the integration of merchandise trade
and international trade in services statistics in a statistical framework that is harmonised with
statistics on domestic production.  Future work of the Task Force in this area will need to
acknowledge this long-term goal.

10. Another broad area of agreement is that the Manual offers an opportunity for applying the
SNA 1993, the BPM5, CPC and ISIC to work on applied statistical issues associated with the
study of globalization and for the monitoring and assessment of trade negotiations.

11. The Task Force endorsed the recommendations of the Expert Group and is currently
finalising the Manual as a result of decisions taken at the Task Force meeting of 12-13 July 2000.
The Manual will be presented to the Commission for review and approval at its next meeting in
March 2001.

Future work on statistics of international trade in services

12. There was agreement among the Experts and the Task Force on further necessary coordinated
activities by the Task Force (or its equivalent) on a number of items, as follows:

    a) Further development work

13. There should be further post-publication development of the Manual in a wide range of areas
including:

a. further development and convergence of international classifications, e.g. CPC/EBOPS;
ISIC/ICFA (for globalisation and for activities of foreign affiliates);

b. development of guidelines on the measurement of the value of trade in services
delivered  through the “presence of natural persons”, which may require supplementing
as well as drawing on existing labour market and migration statistics frameworks in
addition to balance of payments and FATS, in the light of national commitments on
GATS;

c. definition and disaggregation of services products in areas such as finance,
telecommunications, internet-related and environment-related services;

     b) Procedures

14. A set of coordinated procedures for  interpretations, rulings and editing and updating of the
Manual, and for all necessary future revisions need to be put in place;



     c) Guidance with data compilation:

15. There is a need for:

a.  the development of a compilation guide covering all areas of data collection that are not
already covered by the existing Balance of Payments Compilation Guide, and by other
international statistical guidelines including those provided by the 1993 System of
National Accounts (for example, covering foreign controlled enterprises, or foreign
affiliates trade in services, or FATS),

b. preparation of information materials such as a newsletter, and  a website for
disseminating national and regional experiences in data collection and compilation, as
well as preparation of a discussion forum on this topic.

c. provision of technical advisory services for countries requesting assistance in the
development of statistics on international trade in services;

     d ) Dissemination and monitoring of country progress
16. International implementation will require the development of a system for collection,
preparation and dissemination of appropriate data and metadata relating to international trade in
services;

17. There is also a need for the development of a system for the monitoring of implementation by
countries of the recommendations contained in the Manual.

Questions addressed to Agencies

  Agencies are asked to consider:

i) whether they would be prepared to support the further work identified in
paragraphs 12-17 above, after publication of the Manual, either through supporting
the Task Force or through an alternative mechanism and

ii)  which agencies might lead or participate in  data collection/dissemination on  trade
in services components i.e  through balance of payments, FATS and supplementary
data related to trade in services through the presence of natural persons.
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