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TOURISM SATELLITE ACCOUNTS

OECD response to a letter from World Tourism Organisation

1. The OECD would like to comment on the World Tourism Organisation letter of 11 September 2000 on Tourism
Satellite Accounts (TSA).

2. Since 1995, the OECD has been advocating closer co-operation on TSA. The joint conceptual framework is the
result of this co-operation. The main objective now of the OECD in this area is the speedy publication of the joint
conceptual framework for a TSA the UN-WTO-OECD-Eurostat TSA: Methodological References and its
promotion through various channels. Former OECD and WTO TSA work have been published by the respective
organisations as an important first step to influence the development of economic measurement of tourism.

3. The OECD believes that international co-operation on Tourism Satellite Accounts has provided good results with
a major achievement: the joint conceptual framework. Further international co-operation and the progressive
implementation of the new standards should contribute to the international harmonisation of tourism statistics
and help strengthen the existing information base on tourism. Through its appropriate bodies, the OECD will
continue to assess the development and implementation of TSA and will follow with great interest the ways in
which policy makers and the industry measure and analyse the socio-economic impact of tourism, particularly
through use of these new indicators.

4. Over the last five years, the OECD Tourism Committee has developed an integrated statistical tool to measure
the socio-economic impact of tourism as well as a new statistical tool to measure employment in the tourism
industry. Both tools have been widely debated - within OECD and its Member countries, with the private sector
and the scientific community, and at other forums, notably the Nice Conference.

5. The 270 page OECD publication Measuring the Role of Tourism in OECD Economies: The OECD Manual on
Tourism Satellite Accounts and Employment responds to the pressing needs of its 29 Member states by presenting
important methodological work undertaken so far and recognising, for the first time, efforts that have been made
by some 16 OECD countries to better measure tourism in the economy.

6. The two methodological texts included in this publication have been formally and unanimously approved by
Delegates participating in the relevant bodies of the Organisation, namely the OECD Tourism Committee and its
Statistical Working Party. The World Tourism Organisation participated in these meetings. The OECD
publication also includes a position statement by the United States on TSA, which has been formally agreed by
the two parties. This statement and preliminary bilateral discussion between the OECD and the United States
have been certainly helpful in resolving some of the remaining differences at the UNSC meeting and thus
assisting UN approval.

7. The OECD publication presents some unique material, useful for all countries, including an in-depth method to
calculate tourism value added, a chapter dealing with 16 OECD experiences and the employment methodology. It
makes clear that other options/references exist (see e.g. pages 3, 207, 208 and 269). It indicates also that often
countries are, in practice, using different methodologies in combination. The OECD publication is very
transparent about the overall process in the development of  the common conceptual framework on TSA by UN-
WTO-OECD-Eurostat. For example, it clearly states (on page 207) that a joint publication on TSA is currently
under preparation.

8. The text published by the OECD is seen by us as a step towards the development of world-wide guidelines on
TSA, UN-WTO-OECD-Eurostat TSA: Methodological References. The recent publication by the WTO of all
their former work on Tourism Satellite Accounts: Tourism Satellite Account (TSA) the Conceptual Framework



and a CD-Rom on The Measurement of the Economic Impact on Tourism is another similar step towards the
development of world-wide guidelines on TSA.

9. The WTO recognises the key role played by the OECD (and Eurostat) in reaching a final agreement. Efforts
conducted by the OECD in the final stages were aimed at developing a joint conceptual framework compatible
by and large with both WTO and OECD proposals, and reducing remaining differences. There is no confusion
possible for countries as each tool is clearly identified as well as its representativity and statistical coverage.

10. The OECD work on employment in tourism is unique. It constitutes a piece of work, which has been
unanimously supported by countries, the private sector and the scientific community. Through this publication,
the OECD intends to make it available to a wider audience. Some countries are already implementing the
methodology. It does not prevent other organisations from using these guidelines for further developments. In
fact, the OECD is already closely collaborating with ILO, Eurostat and WTO on these matters. A meeting of
experts has been organised in Geneva on these issues.

11. In conclusion, the OECD sees its recent publication, Measuring the Role of Tourism in OECD Economies: The
OECD Manual on Tourism Satellite Accounts and Employment, as a step towards the implementation of the joint
TSA conceptual framework. The OECD will use various internal working parties and committees (for example
the November 2000 meeting of the Statistical Working Party of the Tourism Committee) to promote the
implementation by Member countries of the joint TSA conceptual framework through a process of consultation
and discussion.


