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QUALITY ASSURANCE, ARRANGEMENTS WITH COMMON QUESTIONNAIRES
AND CONFLICTING STATISTICS

Note by ESCAP Statistics Division

The ESCAP Statistics Division collects, processes and disseminates statistical
data in a number of substantive areas. It produces four regular statistical publications.
They are Statistical Yearbook for Asia and the Pacific, Asia-Pacific in Figures, Foreign
Trade Statistics of Asia and the Pacific and Statistical Indicators for Asia and the Pacific.

The Statistical Yearbook is an annual publication. It covers manpower, national
accounts, agriculture, forestry and fishing, industry, energy, transport and
communications, external trade, wages, prices and consumption, finance and social
statistics.  The publication presents summary tables entitled Regional Statistical
Indicators, one relating to the ESCAP region in relation to the world, and the other two
relating separately to the whole of the ESCAP region and the developing ESCAP region.
Country level data are presented separately for each regional member/associate member,
showing statistics with different detailed coverage from one country to the next.
Summary data at regional level are obtained from the publications produced by the
United Nations Statistics Division, FAO and other international organizations, while
country level data are obtained from national statistical agencies and supplemented with
data collected and published by international organizations.
   

Statistical Indicators for Asia and the Pacific is published on a quarterly basis.
Only 28 out of the ESCAP regional membership of 57 are included in the publication,
the others not being considered to have data in sufficient quality or quantity to warrant
inclusion (the list of countries covered is reviewed periodically and is gradually growing).
The data are mainly based on updates of monthly and quarterly series as provided by the
countries concerned, supplemented from publications produced by national agencies.

Asia-Pacific in Figures is an annual publication. It provides statistical data on
some 60 common items of information for all regional members/associate members, on a
page per country basis.  Wherever possible, official government data provided through
updates are used.  Where necessary data are also drawn from the United Nations and
other international sources.



Foreign Trade Statistics of Asia and the Pacific is produced based on the
information collected and supplied by the Statistics Division of the United Nations in
New York.  It presents data in US dollars converted based on exchange rates, and as
compiled by UNSD.

The statistical data contained in the publications are collected through requests
sent to national statistical agencies and through data provided by other international
agencies in their statistical database, including the information available from shared
questionnaires.

I. QUALITY ASSURANCE

Data provided directly by the countries are collected via questionnaires containing
pre-filled data previously provided, to encourage consistency in time series. The
secretariat exercises circumspection in ensuring that time series data are plausible, and
seeks confirmation where necessary. Further, the secretariat avoids the use of data from
different sources in presenting time series data (or flags the fact where such use is
unavoidable).  However, in most cases the Division is unable to assess the underlying
quality of the statistical data with respect to the process of data collection and
compilation undertaken by national data collection agencies.   Quality assurance in
respect of published data is thus essentially confined to detecting errors in reporting.
More generally, the statistical development activities of the ESCAP secretariat aim at
assisting countries in improving data quality for national purposes, with better data in
international publications as a (desirable) by-product.

II. CONSISTENCY WITH DATA DISSEMINATED BY OTHER
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

To the extent possible, data appearing in statistical publications of international
agencies are made use of in ESCAP publications.  For those items where statistical data
refer to those provided by national sources, the secretariat attempts to maintain
consistency by using data from the same source in the time series. To the extent that other
international agencies make use of data from the same sources, consistency should be
assured, although when there are revisions of figures different agencies might well
provide data of different vintages.  That problem is resolved when the final figures appear
in due course.

III. COMMON QUESTIONNAIRES

The Division receives copies of the replies from a few countries in the region on
their completed returns in respect of the questionnaire for the Monthly Bulletin of
Statistics and Demographic Yearbook compiled by the United Nations Statistical
Division.  UNSD is willing to supply us the updates of the data for Monthly Bulletin of
Statistics on a regular basis.  Those data are drawn upon where necessary for the
Statistical Indicators for Asia and the Pacific.



IV. CONFLICTING  DATA  IN  ORGANIZATIONS  EVEN  WHEN  THE  SAME
ORIGINAL  DATA  ARE  USED AS  A  STARTING  POINT

When the same original data are used as a starting point for a time series, it is
expected that different agencies will continue to receive data from the same national
source. In this case the problem of conflicting data should not arise, other than from
transcription errors which might creep in.  A possible cause of conflicting data would be
when the data in the time series of different agencies are based on different sources, such
as from estimations made by the international agencies concerned to fill gaps where
necessary.

V. CONFLICTS BETWEEN NATIONALLY SUPPLIED DATA AND
INTERNATIONALLY COMPARABLE DATA PREPARED BY SOME
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

In general, the ESCAP secretariat publishes unmodified data from national
sources when they are readily available, unless there is a convincing reason to believe
that data from those sources has been provided less than professionally.  The policy is to
assign data authority to national sources.  However, ESCAP does use some data prepared
by other international agencies, which may have been adjusted or estimated as described
in their papers for the Subcommittee.


