ACC SUBCOWM TTEE ON STATI STI CAL ACTI VI TI ES SA/ 1998/ 2
Thirty-second session 4 Decenber 1997
New York, 16-18 June 1998

Item 2 of the provisional agenda

MATTERS AR SI NG FROM THE TH RTY- FI RST SESSI ON

Report of the Bureau Meeting

C(eneva, 18 Septenber 1997

1. The Bureau net on 18 Septenber 1997, imediately after the

thirty-first session of the Subcoomttee, to initiate action on

the tasks assigned to it by the Subcommttee during that session.
The Bureau took the follow ng actions:

(a) Coordination issues arising frominplenentation of the
I nternati onal Monetary Fund (1 MF) Special Data D ssem nation
Standard, Devel opnent of the | M- General Data D ssem nation
System and the Common Code of Statistical Practice in the United

Nati ons System

2. The Bureau noted that devel opnent of the | M- General Data
D ssem nati on Systemwoul d be di scussed at the Wrking G oup of
Statistical Experts of ESCAP in Novenber 1997. The Bureau
requested ESCAP to informthe Bureau if any nenber countries
rai sed any concerns.

(b) Environnent statistics

3. The Bureau noted that the Subcomm ttee considered that there
was a special need for coordination in this area and that speci al
attention would be given to it at the next session of the
Subcommttee. The Bureau requested UNSD to present proposals to
the Bureau at its next nmeeting on howto prepare this agenda item
for the Subcommttee.

(c) The classification of statistics and indicators

4. The Bureau noted that ESCAP, ILO and ISl woul d further
devel op their proposals contained in SA/1997/5 for revising the
classification for review by the Subcommttee at its next

session, taking into account any additional comments that nenbers
m ght provide on the proposals and the use(s) of the
classification. The Bureau requested ILOto report to the next
neeting of the Bureau.



(d) UWsing the "inventory of statistical data collection
activities" as a tool for coordination of international work on

i ndi cators

5. The Bureau noted that the ACC Task Force on an Enabling
Envi ronnent for Econom c and Soci al Devel opnent had requested the
preparation of an "lInventory of all Indicators produced in the
United Nations system and that the Subcommttee had expressed
sone reservations about that "inventory". The Bureau al so noted
that the Subcommttee had requested the UNSD to investigate how
the existing "inventory of statistical data collection
activities" could be used to neet the objectives that were
intended to be net by the "inventory of all indicators produced
in the UN systenmi. The Bureau requested UNSD to report on its
investigation to the next neeting of the Bureau.

(e) Reporting on international statistical work progranmres

to the Statistical Comm ssion

6. The Bureau noted that the Subcommttee had requested UNSD
ILO IM- and the Wirld Bank to develop a pilot based on the
proposal that had been denonstrated at the Subcomm ttee session.
The Bureau requested UNSD to report on progress to the next
sessi on of the Bureau

(f) Review of the experinment on hol di ng occasi onal part-day

sessions on a special topic with an invited guest

7. The Bureau reviewed the experience of the session on
"Preparing budget proposals relating to statistical activities in
the United Nations system. The Bureau considered it had been a
good presentation, that the reacti on of nmenbers had been positive
and the subject had been worthwhile. The Bureau consi dered that
it was inportant to select topics carefully and that topics
shoul d be quite specific to the interests/needs of the
Subcomm tt ee.

(g) Responding to requests fromthe Statistical Conm ssion

8. The Bureau noted the reporting burdens placed on nenbers of
the Subcommttee in trying to respond to (increased) requests of
the Statistical Conmssion. The Bureau decided to consider the
matter at its next neeting.

(h) The Mninum National Social Data Set and the core set

of indicators associated with the United Nations Devel opnent
Assi st ance Franmewor k




9. The Bureau considered there was a need for coordi nation

bet ween the two and decided to include the issue in the agenda of
t he next session of the Subcommttee (probably under
"Coordination of the followup of the statistical inplications of
recent major United Nations conferences").

(i) Location and timng of Subcomm ttee neetings

10. The Bureau noted that the Subcommttee (a) had recei ved an
offer fromthe Wrld Touri sm QO gani zation to host the session in
1998 or 1999 in Madrid, (b) had decided to hold its 1998 session
in New York, and (c) had requested the Bureau to devel op a
proposal on the tinme and venues of future nmeetings. The Bureau
decided to take the natter up at its next neeting.




