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Photographic figthods for:

certified copies, 100

parent notifications, 95
statistical reporting, 104, 110, 111

Place of birth:

definition and classification, 144
problems of obtaining, 144
uses of data, 143:144

Place of occurrence

and rates, 186 ..

as a basxs of tabulation, 171-172

as place where events are registered.
77-80

definition and classification, 145

problems of obtaining, 145

relationship to “place of registration”,

117-119
tabulations, 174-178, 180, 182
uses of data, 144-145

Place of registration:

effect on vital statistics, 80

international recommendation, 77

relationship to “place of occurrence”,
117-119

Place of usual residence:

as a basis of tabulation, 171-172
classification, 146

'definition of, 145, 172

determination of, 172
problems of obtaining, 146
tabulations, 174-182

uses of data, 145

Planning vital-statistics programme, 154-
155

Plural births, 147-148

- tabulations, 177
Population estimates:

for rate computation, 184-186
use of vital statistics for preparation
of, 14, 15

Population registers, 14, 44
Population statistics, relation to vital sta-

tistics, 43-44, 120

Posting, 160-161
Prematurity, defined, 142, 148-149

: Presentation, 162-163, 229

; Preservation of records, 96-98
Pre-tabulated statistical report—see Sum-

mary statistical reports

Previous marital status, tabulation, 178

Principles for a Vital Statistics System,

217-229
history of, 11
recommendations:

compilation, centralized, 37, 150, 225

compilation from individual reports,
150, 225

compilation programme,
164, 225

compulsory nature of registration,
19, 220

confidentiality of registration records
and statistical reports, 100, 219

control of receipt of statistical re-
ports, 103, 155, 222

co-ordination of vital-statistics sys-
tem, 40-41, 219

cost of current registration, 81, 221

cut-off date, 170-171, 225

declared events, provision for regis-
tration of, 88, 221

definition of vital events:
adoption, 63, 220
annulmentf, 62 220
death, 53,220
dlvorce, 62 220
foetal death, 60, 220
legitimation, 63, 220

goal of,

Principles for a Vital Statistics System
definitions of vital events (continued):

live birth, 46, 220
marriage, 60, 220
recognition, 63, 220
separation (legal) 63, 220
stillbirth, 54, 220
delayed registration, provision for,
, 88, 221
evaluation of the vital-statistics sys-
tem, 200, 219
improvement of completeness and
accuracy of data, 156, 222
img;ovzing efficiency of registrars,
incentives to registration, 81, 220

informant, designation of ]ega]ly re-

sponsxble, 69, 221

organization for collection of statis-
tical reports, 37, 102, 222

organization for compllatxon of na-
tional vital statistics, 37, 225

organization for registration, 33, 220

place where registration is to be
made, 77, 221

registrar’s registration duties, 64, 221

registrar’s statistical duties, 64, 102,
110, 222

registration record, definition of
items on, 96, 221

registration record, form and con-
tent, 92, 93, 95, 221

registration units, number and size
of primary, 65, 220

sampling, place of in vital-statistics
system, 154, 219

special surveys, place of in vital-sta-
tistics system, 155, 219

statistical report, content of, 114-
115, 222-223

statistical report, definition of each
item on, 120, 223-225

statistical report, form of, 104, 222

statistical reporting area, geographic
and ethnic aspects, 101, 222

statistical reporting, coverage, 101,

tabulation area, geographic aspect,
164-165, 225

tabulation by calendar periods, 129,
225-226

tabulation by date of occurrence or
date of registration, 168, 226

tabulation by place of occurrence
and place of residence, 171, 226

tabulation coverage, ethnic aspect,
165, 225

tabulation programme, annual basic,
174-179, 226-228

tabulations for administration of
vital-registration system, 211, 228

tabulations for local needs, 183, 228

time allowed for current registration,
83, 221

vital events on which data should
be collected, 101, 219-220

vital-statistics system defined, 7-8,
218

vital-statistics system, designation of
responsibilities for, 40, 219

vitasll-statistics system, function of,
, 218

Priorities in data-collection programme,
114-115

Problems of obtaining data, 120-149
(see also under Age, Occupation, etc.)

Proof of registration, 81, 88, 100
Proportionate mortality, 192
Proportionate natality, 188
Publication programme, 162, 173

256

Punch-card indexes, 99
Punch-card statistical report, 104
Punching, defined, 157
Qualitative classification scheme, 157
Quality of data, evaluation of, 210-212
Quantitative classification scheme, 157
Quantity of data, evaluation of, 200-208
Querying, 38, 153,156
Race:

definition and classification, 146

problems of obtaining, 146-147
uses of data, 146

Rate levels and evaluation of quality,
208-209
Rates )(see also under Live birth, Death,
etc.):
adjusted for age, etc., 195-196
adjustment to annual basis, 186
components of, 185-186
crude, 186
defined, 185
denominator of, 185
formulae for, 186-195, 197
numerator of, 185
population used for, 184-186
specific, 186
the constant, 186
types of, 186

Receipt of statistical reports, control of,
155

Recognition, statistical definition of, 63
Record management, 96-100

Records, vital:
accuracy and completeness of, 94-95
certified copies of, 100
confidentiality of, 100
correcting, 99-100
defined, 3-4, 90, 229
ecclesiastical origin, 3-4
filing, 98
form and content of, 93-95
history of, 3-5
indexing, 98-99
ink used, 98
items on, 95-96
paper used in, 97
preservation of, 96-97
repair of, 98
storage of, 98
uses of, 12-14

Registers, vital (see also Records, vital):
accuracy and completeness of, 94-95
contents, 95-96
court, 34
defined, 90, 229
definition of items, 96
ecclesiastical, 34
health department, 34
items on, 95-96
separateness of, 92-93
testing completeness of, 200-209
types, 90-92
uniformity of, 93-94

Registrant—see Informant

Registrars:
association of, 69
defined, 64, 229
duties and responsibilities, 64, 102, 110
identity of, 65
instruction manuals for, 68, 96, 108
methods of improving efficiency of,

67-69, 94-95, 110
number of, 65-68
qualifications, 65, 209
remuneration of, 67
status of, 67
training, 68-69, 209
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Subject Index

Registration (registering):
agencies responsible for, 27-36
centralized vs. decentralized control of,
26-33
civil, 4, 19-25
compulsory nature of, 19-24
cost of, 80-83
dates of national legislation tor, 20-24
declaration, verbal or written, 77
“declared”, 88
defined, 77, 229
“delayed”, 87-89
ecclesiastical, 3
enforcement of, 25-26
history of, 3-5, 19-25 -
incentives to, 12-13, 25-26, 35, 76, 209
organization for, 26-36
- penalty for evasion of, 25-26
place of, 77-80
process of 77-89
proof of, 81, 88, 100
responsibilities of informant in, 69-70
responsibilities of registrar in, 64
testing completeness of, 200-208
time allowed for, 83-88
Registration area—see Tabulation areas
Registration legislation:
elements of, 19
history of, 19-25
Registration method:
and marriage statistics, 61
defined, 5, 229
merits of, 7
Registration record—see Records, vital

Registration services as compilers ot
vital statistics, 39

Registration statistics, defined, 5

Registration units:
accessibility of, 65
international recommendatlon 65
number and size of, 26, 65-66, 209

Relative numbers, 184-185

Religion:
definition and class1ﬁcatxon, 147
problems of obtaining, 147
uses of data, 147
Reporting—see Statistical reporting
Reproduction rates, gross and net,
197-198

Sampling:
and advance tabulations, 154-155
and coatrol of quality, 154
and special tabulations, 155
for selection of tabulatlon areas, 167
place of in vital-statistics system, 154

Semanatal mortality rate, 192

Separation (legal), statistical definition
of, 63

Separation factor, 201-202

X:

classification, 147

problems of obtaining, 147
tabulations, 175-179, 181-182
uses of dataa 147

Single-unit report 104-108
international recommendation, 104

Social-welfare statistics, relation to vital
statistics, 44-45
Specific-rate formula, 186
death, 190
divorce, 195
live birth, 187-188
marriage, 194

Standard classification schemes, 158
(see also International Standard . . .)

Standard Form of Certificate of Cause
of Death-—see International Form of
Medil‘i:al Certification of Cause of
Deat

Standard populaﬁon, 196
Statistical analysis, defined, 228

Statistical definitions (see also under
Age, Occupation, etc.):
effgct on vital statistics, 49, 52-53, 59,
1, 63
of events to be registered, 46-63
of items on statistical reports, 120-149
international recommendation, 120

‘Statistical processing, 150-163
advance planning, 154
classifying, 157-158

-coding, 156-157

computing, 162

control of collection, 153, 155
editing, 156

error control, 161-162
posting, 160-161
presentation, 162-163
pyblication, 162

punchmg, 157

querying, 153, 156
sampling, 154-155
surveying, 155

tabulating, 158-160, 164-183
verification, 161-162

Statistical recording, defined, 229

Statistical report (see also Death statisti-
cal report, etc.):
acculgcy and completeness of data,
11

content of, 113-119

control of receipt of, 155

defined, 101, 229

design of, 110-112

ink used on, 111

instructions for, 112

items collected nationally, 116-119

items recommended for, 113-115

layout of, 111-112

paper used for, 111

printing of, 111-112

relationship to registers, 113

size and shape of, 110

specificity of, 109-110

types (individual, list, summary), 103-
108, 113, 150-154

uniformity of, 108-109

Statistical reporting, 101-103
channels of, 102-103
control of, 155
defined, 101, 229
responsibility of registrar for, 102
testing completeness of, 208-209
time schedule, 103, 155
unit of, 101

Statistical reporting area,
Jrecommendation, 101

Statistical services as compilers of vital
statistics, 37-38

Statistics, responsibilities of registrar in,
102, 110

Statistics requiring co-ordination with
vital statistics:
medical, 45
migration, 44
population, 43-44
public health, 44
social welfare, 44-45

Status (as employer, employee, etc.):
definition and classification, 132-133
problems of obtaining, 133-134
tabulations, 180-181
uses of data, 129-131

257

international

Stillbirth (see also Foetal death):
cost of regxstermg, 80-83
criteria for registering, 55-58
informant, 15-76
place of registration, 78-80
statistical definition of, 53-59
tabulations, 177, 182
time allowed for registering, 83-87
Stillbirth definitions:
League of Nations, 54, 59
national, 55-57, 230-236
Royal Statistical Society, 54
United Nations, 54
World Health Organization, 54
Stillbirth ratio——see Late foetal-death
ratio

Stillbirth record, uses of, 13
Stillbirth register:
characteristics of, 90-95
items on, 96
Sti!llgirth registration, incompleteness of,

Stillbirth statistical report:
items collected, 118, Table 15
items recommended—see Foetal-death
statistical report
types of, 105-108
Summary statistical reports, 105-108
as reporting dev1ces, 150-152
disadvantages of, in compilation,
150-153

Surveys:
as 6n;ethod of obtaining vital statistics,
llmltatlons 7, 207
place of, in v1tal-stat1stxcs system, 155
use in measuring completeness of reg-
istration, 204-208

Synlnsbgols for description of tabulations,

Tabulations
according to date of occurrence,
168-170
according to date of registration,
168-170
by calendar period, 129, 168
by listing, 160
by place of occurrence, 171-172
by place of residence, 171-172
by tallying, 159-160
coverage, 164-167
cut-off date for, 170-171
defined, 158, 172, 229
for selected areas, 164-167
geographic reference of, 171-172
manual, 159-160
mechanical, 160
time reference of, 167-171
Tabulation areas:
as a means of improving vital statistics,
164, 204
biases in selection, 167
development of, 164-167, 204
examples of, 5-6, 165-167, 204
method of selecting units, 164-167 .
types of, 165-166
Tabulation programme, 158, 164-183
defined, 158, 172-173
descriptive formulae, 158-159
extended, 179-183

goal of, 164
international recommendation, 164,
173-179
time reference of, 167-171
Tabulations:

dependent on matching, 182

for administrative purposes, 144, 171,
183, 211

for evaluating quality, 210-212
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Tabulations (continued)
for local needs, 183
of confinements, 177
of deaths, 175-177, 180-182
of divorces, 178-179, 182
of foetal deaths, 177, 182
of live births, 174-175, 180
of marriages, 178, 182
of stillbirths, 177, 182
Tallying, 154, 159-160
Testing completeness methods:
of registration, 200-208
of reporting, 208-209
Time allowed for current registration,
83-88 (see also Delayed registration)
effect on “completeness”, 86-87
international recommendation, 83
“practical” period, 88
Time reference of tabulations, 167-171
Time schedule for statistical reporting,
. 103, 155
Total-birth order, 139-140
defined, 140
tabulations, 177, 180
Training of registrars, 68-69
international recommendation, 68, 69
Transcribing, defined, 157

Type of attendant—see Attendant at
birth

Type of birth: :
definition and classification, 148
problems of obtaining, 148
tabulations, 177
uses of data, 147-148

Type of certification—see Certifier
United Nations Conference on Declara-
tion of Death of Missing Persons, 88
Unknowns as a factor in quality evalua-

tion, 211
Urban-rural classification, 146
Uses )(see also under Age, Occupation,

etc.):

of items collected, 120-149

of vital records, 12-14

of vital statistics, 14-18
Verifying (verification), 161-162
Vital events, defined, 229
Vital rates—see Rates
Vital records—see Records, vital
Vital registration—see Registration

Vital statistics:
and medical statistics, 45
and migration statistics, 44
and population statistics, 43-44
and public-health statistics, 44
and social-welfare statistics, 44-45
deficiencies in, 8-9

258

Vital statistics (continued)
defined, 3, 229 .
efforts to improve, 9-11
thropgh tabulation-area
164-167
history of, 8-11
organization for compilation of, 36-40
status of, 8-9
system, defined, 7-8
uses of, 14-18
Vital-statistics methods:
analytical, 7
census, 5-6
registration, 5
surveys, 6-7
Vital-statistics programme:
and sampling, 154-155
and special surveys, 155
planning for, 154
Vital-statistics rates (see also Rates):
computation of 162, 184-199
estimation of, 7
Vital-statistics system:
defined, 7-8
place of sampling in, 154
Weight at birth or delivery:
definition and classification, 149
problems of obtaining, 149
tabulations, 180, 182
uses of data, 148-149
Year-of-birth tabulation, 181

concept,
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