
S18: Editorial issues  

1. CHOICES AND CONSTRAINTS - H) ARTICLES AND DEFINITE/INDEFINITE FORMS <previous - next> 

Should one say Gambia or The Gambia? Usually, one says the first. Likewise, one uses Madina (or the
English exonym Medina) instead of al-Madinah, and Riad instead of ar-Riyad. In Arabic the definite article is
al (assimilated to some consonants, like in ar-Riyad or as-Suwais)

In some languages, definite articles are post-positionally affixed to the word; Swedish älven means the
river, as opposite to älv, which means (a) river. Although less obvious to the layman, here one also has to
make a choice.
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