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This three part template allows you to record your comments on the draft text of the International Recommendations for Water Statistics (IRWS).  This template aims to assist you to structure your comments and helps UNSD to compile everyone’s comments before making revisions to the draft text.
Please save this template and send it as an attachment to seea@un.org
Part A: General comments

1. Please provide any general comments on the publication in the space below.  These comments could include your views on the clarity and presentation of the publication.  
Comment:

	1
	
	


Part B: Comments on chapters
Introduction

2. This chapter introduces the IRWS providing the background and purpose of the IRWS, a summary of recommended data items, a summary of users of the IRWS, and the structure of the publication.  

Do you have any comments on the content of the introduction?


	2
	General Comment
	

	2
	Specific comments by paragraph
	

	2
	
	


Chapter I: Scope of water statistics
3. This chapter covers the international context in which these recommendations have been developed, including a description of the coverage of the IRWS, an explanation of the integrated nature of water statistics and an explanation of the relationship of IRWS to other international standards and activities related to water statistics.  

Do you agree with the scope of the IRWS and accompanying information presented in this chapter?

	3
	General Comment
	

	3
	Specific comments by paragraph
	

	3
	
	


Chapter II: Main concepts and framework
4. This chapter briefly describes the main features of the environment and the economy in relation to water, and provides the main statistical concepts needed to place water statistics into a broader context. It provides an explanation of the SEEAW and its relationship to the SNA and SEEA accounting frameworks. It also covers the issue of spatial and temporal references for water statistics.  

Do you agree with the descriptions of concepts and the SEEAW framework in this chapter?

	4
	General Comment
	

	4
	Specific comments by paragraph
	

	4
	
	


Chapter III: Statistical units and classifications

5. This chapter defines the units for which water data is collected and compiled, including units from the environment and economy.  It includes the definition and classification of the inland water resources and a description of enterprises, establishments and households as well as the classification of economic units, namely the International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities (ISIC Revision 4). The chapter also identifies and describes the main industries and products of importance for water statistics, and some of the issues associated with their classification.  

Do you agree with the definitions and explanations regarding statistical units and classifications of water related products and industries in this chapter?

	5
	General Comment
	

	5
	Specific comments by paragraph
	

	5
	
	


Chapter IV: Water data items
6. This chapter contains the list of data items that are recommended for compilation by countries. It includes definitions and descriptions of the data items as well as the identification of issues relevant to each data item.

Do you agree with the information provided in this chapter regarding water data items including the definitions and descriptions?
	6
	General Comment
	

	6
	Specific comments by paragraph
	

	6
	
	


Chapter V: Data collection strategy
7. This chapter covers the development and implementation of a programme of water statistics. This includes identifying stakeholders, understanding the institutional framework, assessing current statistical activity and its ability to meet the information needs of users and planning to enable the regular production of high quality water statistics. 

Do you agree with information provided in this chapter regarding the development and implementation of a data collection strategy?
	7
	General Comment
	

	7
	Specific comments by paragraph
	

	7
	
	


Chapter VI: Data sources and methods
8. This chapter describes statistical sources (i.e. survey data and administrative data) as well as hydrological/meteorological and research sources of water data that may be used for collecting and compiling water statistics. It discusses the most relevant data sources for the data items recommended in Chapter IV including the likely advantages and disadvantages of using data from these sources.  It also covers general issues of imputation, weighting, grossing up, the aggregation of data and the use of survey frames.

Do you agree with the descriptions of water related data sources, methods and frames in this chapter?
	8
	General Comment
	

	8
	Specific comments by paragraph
	

	8
	
	


Chapter VII: Metadata and data quality
9. This chapter describes the aspects of data quality and metadata that need to be addressed when collecting, compiling and disseminating water statistics.

Do you agree with the descriptions of metadata and data quality in this chapter?
	9
	General Comment
	

	9
	Specific comments by paragraph
	

	9
	
	


Chapter VIII: Data dissemination
10. This chapter addresses the issues of confidentiality, equality of access and objectivity of water statistics. Formats, media and best practices for the presentation, dissemination and international reporting of water statistics are also discussed.

Do you agree with the information provided on data dissemination in this chapter?

	10
	General Comment
	

	10
	Specific comments by paragraph
	

	10
	
	


Part C: Comments on annexes
Annexes
11. The following annexes are included: 
· List of recommended data items
· List of supplementary data items
· Links of recommended data items with the SEEAW 
· Indicators and the links of recommended data items to the WWDR Indicators
· Measurements units and conversions 

Do you agree with the reference information on provided in these annexes?

	11
	General Comment
	

	11
	Specific comments by paragraph
	

	11
	
	


Thank you

The United Nations Statistics Division very much appreciates your time and assistance.
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