
Improve NSS 
Coordination for 
Effective SDG 
Data Flow

13th Meeting IAEG SDG
7-9 Nov 2022

Neda Jafar
Head, Statistical Policies and Coordination Unit
Statistics, Information Society and Technology 
Cluster
jafarn@un.org



Contents

National Reporting Platforms for SDGs

Arab SDG Gateway Tools

MARS

ESCWA SDMX Converter

Final Remarks



Phase I

16 NRP completed

2 NRP in process

2 NRP not initiated

150 bilateral meetings
quality 
availability

Phase II

Data Strategy
household surveys
administrative records

Data discrepancies https://arabsdgmonitor.unescwa.org/

SDG NATIONAL REPORTING PLATFORMS



IMPACT

Country # of meetings Observations increase Indicators NRPs SDG Data Strategy 

Algeria 10 11.6x 1.6x Completed Not initiated

Bahrain 12 3.2x 0.9x Completed In progress

Egypt 15 1.9x 0.7x Completed Not initiated

Iraq 24 6.5x 0.9x Completed In progress

Jordan 4 4x 0.7x Completed Not initiated

Kuwait 10 6.1x 1.3x Completed In progress

Lebanon 5 5.6x 0.98x Completed In progress

Libya 3 6.4x 1.4x Completed Not initiated

Oman 7 3.2x 0.7x Completed In progress

Palestine 4 1.1x 0.3x Completed In progress

Qatar 4 1.7x 0.56x Completed Completed

Saudi Arabia 6 3x 0.4x Completed In progress

Somalia 18 31.5x 2.7x Completed In progress

Sudan 13 6.5x 0.97x Completed In progress

Syria 2 In progress Not initiated

UAE 5 27.1x 5.3x Completed In progress

Morocco 1 8x 0.9x In progress Not initiated

Yemen 7 6.4x 1.5x Completed In progress
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Arab SDG Gateway Tools

SDG DATA PROVIDERS

https://arabsdggateway.unescwa.org/



https://arabsdggateway.unescwa.org/



Capacity 
Development

https://www.unescwa.org/events/series-sdg-webinars-arab-region

• 20 UN entities

• 48 series of SDG Webinars

• Over 1500 participants

• 115 SDG indicators 

- not / less reported

- less understood 

- more estimated

Goals Indicators 2021 2022
Goal 1 4 1.2.2-1.3.1-1.4.2 1.a.2

Goal 2 10
2.1.1-2.1.2-2.2.1-2.2.2-2.2.3-
2.4.1-2.5.1-2.5.2-2.a.1-2.c.1

Goal 3 4 3.4.2-3.5.2-3.6.1-3.d.1
Goal 4 7 4.2.1 4.1.2-4.2.2-4.3.1-4.4.1-4.6.1-4.7.1

Goal 5 7
5.1.1-5.5.1-5.6.1-5.6.2-5.a.1-
5.c.1 5.5.2

Goal 6 5 6.3.2-6.4.1-6.4.2 6.3.1-6.5.2
Goal 7 1 7.1.1

Goal 8 10
8.3.1-8.4.1– 8.4.2-8.5.1-8.6.1-
8.7.1-8.8.1 8.5.2-8.10.1-8.b.1

Goal 9 9
9.1.1-9.2.1-9.2.2-9.3.1-9.3.2-
9.4.1-9.b.1 9.5.1-9.5.2

Goal 10 6 10.3.1-10.4.2 10.5.1-10.7.1-10.7.2-10.7.3

Goal 11 7
11.1.1-11.2.1-11.3.1-11.3.2-11.4.1-11.6.1-
11.7.1

Goal 12 11
12.1.1-12.2.1-12.2.2-12.3.1-
12.5.1-12.6.1-12.7.1-12.c.1 12.4.1-12.4.2-12.8.1

Goal 13 1 13.3.1
Goal 14 6 14.1.1-14.2.1-14.4.1-14.7.1 14.3.1-14.a.1
Goal 15 3 15.1.1-15.2.1 15.9.1(b)

Goal 16 20

16.1.1-16.1.2-16.1.3-16.1.4-
16.2.1-16.2.2-16.2.3-16.3.1-
16.3.2-16.3.3-16.4.1-16.5.1-
16.5.2-16.6.1-16.6.2-16.7.1-
16.7.2-16.10.1-16.a.1-16.b.1

Goal 17 4 17.7.1-17.14.1 17.1.1-17.1.2
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This represents a major knowledge gap

Data Availability





An electronic Monitoring Application 
for Reporting on SDGs 

MARS aims to improve data flow and 
management from administrative 
sources.  

Its main components are the UN 
Agencies calendar for data reporting 
and the countries’ network of  SDG 
data providers from NSS.

MARS



MARS’s main components are the UN Agencies E-calendar for data reporting and the 
countries’ network of SDG data providers from NSS.

Main Components



SDG Data Providers



UN Agencies E-Calendar



Flow Chart



MARS System

MARS System

Admin Admin

Admin

NSO coordinator
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Data Provider





NSO ROLE NSO Coordinator





• Once the data is reported, the NSO coordinator will receive a notification email that the data has 
been reported by the ministry coordinator.

• NSO coordinator’s role is to verify the data. Once the data is verified, he/she must login into the 
system to certify it if complete. Otherwise, data will be returned to the ministry coordinator.

Process of reportingNSO Verification

Data waiting 
verification

Data verified

Data returned





Data Provider



Data not reported

Data reported



ESCWA SDMX 
Converter for 
SDGs

https://datacatalog.unescwa.org/user/login


Final Remarks

• Improved data production and streamlined well-coordinated data 
exchange mechanisms will yield timely, accessible and quality 
information for national policymakers, and will benefit other users and 
producers of official statistics at all levels. 

• Through improved collaborative partnerships, there will be a 
transformation in data governance and data modernization, including 
greater transparency and accountability through a well-functioning 
statistical system that can provide relevant, reliable and timely 
statistical information.



Thank you for listening

• Neda Jafar
• Head, Statistical Policies and Coordination Unit
• Statistics, Information Society and Technology 

Cluster
• jafarn@un.org
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